
STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN  
 

SECTION ANNUAL REPORT 
  

Bar Year: 2008-2009 
  
Section Name: Consumer Law Section 
 
Mission Statement: The Consumer Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan provides 
education, information and analysis about issues of concern through meetings, seminars, 
website, public service programs, and publication of newsletter. Membership in the Section 
is open to all members of the State Bar of  Michigan, Statements made on behalf of the 
Section do not necessarily reflect the views of the State Bar of Michigan. 
  
Officers and Council Members:  
 
Chair: Terry J. Adler, 10751 S Saginaw St., Ste. F, Grand Blanc, 48439, 810-695-0100  
lemonade1@sbcglobal.net 
 
Chair Elect: Adam G. Taub, 18930 W 10 Mile Rd. Ste. 2500 Southfield 48075 248-746-3790 
adamgtaub@clgpic.net 
 
Treasurer: Dani K. LiBlang, 346 Park Street Suite 200 Birmingham Mi 48009 248-540-9270  
NoLemons@aol.com 
 
Secretary: Fredrick L. Miller, 7430 2nd Ave Ste. 200, Detroit 48202 313-872-1100 
fredmi@uawlsp.com  
 
Immediate Past Chair  Lawrence J. Lacey26080 Woodward Royal Oak, 48067, 248-584-2170 
ljlacey@juno.com  
 
Members of Section council  
 
Term Expires 09/2009  
 
Julie A. Petrik, 24500 Northwestern Hwy Ste. 206, Southfield, 48075, 248-208-8864 
juliepetrik@att.net 
 
Lynn H. Shecter, 36700 Woodward Ave. Ste.205, Bloomfield Hills, 48304, 248-540-7660 
shecter@rsmy.com 
 
Gary M. Victor 4928 Cole Blvd., Ypsilanti, 48197, 734-434-7278 gmvictor@hotmail.com 
 
Term Expires 09/2010  
 
William J Ard, 1340 Trotters Ln., Williamston, 48895, 517-655-9782 josh@ardlaw.com 
 



Karen Tjapkes, 89 Ionia Ave. NW Ste.400, Grand Rapids, 49503, 616-774-0672 
ktjapkes@legalaidwestmich.net 
Gary Maveal, 651 E Jefferson Ave. Detroit, 48226, 313-596-0218 maveal@udmercy.edu 
 
Term Expires 2011  
 
Lorray S. C. Brown, 611Church St. Ste 4A Ann Arbor, 48104, 734-998-6100 x32, 
lorrayb@umich.edu 
 
Michael O=Nelson, 648 Monroe Ave. NW Ste. 318, Grand Rapids, 49503 616-559-2665 
mike@mnelsonlaw.com 
 
Librado Gayton, 4139 Wilder Rd., Bay City, 48706 989-684-3300 libradoga@uawlsp.com 
 
Jeffrey A. Hank, 408 Wildwood Ave, Jackson 49201, 866-636-7616 contact@hanklegal.com 
 
Meeting Schedule: 
 
Meetings are held bi-monthly 
 
November 12, 2008  10:00 AM at the State Bar Building, Lansing  
January 13, 2009  10:00 AM at the State Bar Building, Lansing  
March 19, 2009  10:00 AM at the State Bar Building, Lansing  
May 14,2009  10:00 AM at the State Bar Building, Lansing 
July 14,2009   10:00 AM at the State Bar Building, Lansing  
September 17,2009  2:00 PM Annual Meeting Hyatt in Dearborn Election and 

Presentation of Awards  
 
Events and/or Seminars: 
 
Sept 17, 2009 Speaker: Paul Bland, Public Justice, Consumer Arbitration Update  
 
Issued the landmark report to the citizens of Michigan: CONSUMERS AT RISK: Are 
Most of Michigan=s Worst Business Practices Exempt From Our Consumer 
Protection Act?  A report of the State Bar of Michigan Consumer Law Section, by 
Gary M. Victor, Gary M. Maveal, and Fredrick L. Miller. 
 
Legislative Issues:  
 
Continued support for foreclosure legislation with many members testifying at legislative 
hearings on the proposed legislation, led by Lorray S. C. Brown and Fredrick L. Miller 
 
Supported bills introduced in the legislature which would amend the Michigan Consumer 
Protection Act to address issues raised by Smith v Globe Life and Liss v Lewiston-Richards, Inc., 
to again make it a viable act in Michigan, to protect consumers. 
 
Recommendation for Next Council: 
 



Continue to work to pass legislation on Predatory Lending, Foreclosure and the MCPA. 
 
Develop a program for consumer education on issues of interest, for the public. 
 
 
Other Information:  
 
Elections for the Consumer law Section Council will be held at the Annual Meeting 
September 17, 2009, at the State Bar Annual Meeting being held in Dearborn, Michigan. 


