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SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

The following is a summary of proceedings of the State Bar Representative Assembly 
session held Saturday, April 22, 2017, at the Lansing Community College West Campus in 
Lansing, Michigan.   
 

1. Call to order by Chairperson Fred K. Herrmann. 
 

2. Clerk Richard L. Cunningham declared a quorum (50 members) was present. 
 

3. Upon a motion made and seconded, the proposed calendar was adopted as 
amended. 

 
4. As provided in Rule 4.8, the Summary of Proceedings of the September 22, 2016 

meeting was deemed approved. 
 

5. Stephen J. Markman, Chief Justice of the Michigan Supreme Court, addressed the 
Assembly, after an introduction by Chairperson Fred K. Herrmann. 
 

6. Fred K. Herrmann, Representative Assembly Chair, offered a brief chair’s report.  
 

7. Michael C. Brown, Member of the Nominating and Awards Committee, addressed 
the Assembly on filling vacancies for the current meeting. Upon a motion made and 
seconded, Terry J. Klaasen (4th Circuit), John Chau (6th Circuit) Dawn M. King (6th 
Circuit), Jennifer R. Turchyn (6th Circuit), Chelsea M. Rebeck (6th Circuit), Randy L. 
Price (10th Circuit), John Blakeslee (13th Circuit), Wilson D. Brott (13th Circuit), 
Joshua Z. Kosmerick (17th Circuit), Marcus R. Garske (18th Circuit), Jessie S. Wood 
(18th Circuit), John W. Reiser, III (22nd Circuit), Ravi R. Gurumurthy (28th Circuit), 
Hilary B. Georgia (31st Circuit), James L. Jordan (37th Circuit), Jessica M. Richileau 
(38th Circuit), Kelley James-Jura (43rd Circuit), Ian R. Rothe (47th Circuit), Hon. 
Thomas R. Evans (55th Circuit), and Matthew R. Newburg (56th Circuit) were 
appointed to fill immediate vacancies within their respective Circuits. 

 
8. Michael C. Brown, Member of the Nominating & Awards Committee, addressed the 

Assembly concerning the 2017 Award Nominations. Upon a motion made and 
seconded, the Assembly unanimously approved the 2017 Award Recipients. The 
Unsung Hero Award will be presented to F. Martin Tieber. The Michael Franck 
Award will be presented to Mark Teicher. 

 
9. Janet K. Welch, State Bar Executive Director, addressed the Assembly. 

 
10. A panel on Legal Aid in Michigan presented before the Assembly. 

 
11. Karen H. Safran, Chair of the Civil Procedure & Courts Committee, addressed the 

Assembly for re-consideration of proposed amendments to Rules 2.116 and 2.119 of 
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the Michigan Court Rules as published in Administrative File Number 2015-24. 
Upon a motion made and supported, after discussion, the Assembly supported 
commenting on the published file number, recommending that the briefing schedule 
be extended one week as originally proposed by the Assembly.  

 
12. Nicholas M. Ohanesian, Member of the Professional Ethics Committee, addressed 

the Assembly for consideration of proposed amendments to Rule 7.1 of the 
Michigan Rules of Professional Conduct to add paragraphs regarding the use of a 
“retired” or “former” title for lawyers who are retired or former justices, judges, 
referees, and magistrates. Upon a motion made and supported, after discussion, the 
proposal passed. 
 

13. Lori A. Buiteweg, past-president of the State Bar of Michigan, addressed the 
Assembly for consideration of approval of the State Bar of Michigan Strategic Plan 
for 2017-2020. Upon a motion made and supported, after discussion, the proposal 
supported the Strategic Plan. 

 
14. Adjournment 
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