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Bar Year:  May 31, 2008 to May 31, 2009 
 
Section Name:  Insurance and Indemnity Law Section   
 
Mission Statement:  
 
Issues arising out of insurance contracts and indemnity agreements affect a broad range of practice areas.  In 
addition, insurance is a regulated industry, and state and federal regulations present specialized questions.  
The membership of the Insurance and Indemnity Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan consists of those 
who have expertise in this area of practice, as well as those whose expertise lies in other practice areas that are 
affected by insurance and indemnity issues.  The mission of the Section is to provide a forum for an exchange 
of information, views and expertise from all perspectives on both insurance coverage issues and indemnity 
issues, and to provide information and assistance to other persons or organizations on matters relating to 
insurance and indemnity.  Membership is open to all members of the State Bar of Michigan.  Statements 
made on behalf of the Section do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the State Bar of Michigan.  
 
 
Officers and Council Members: 
 
Officer Name Address Telephone Email 
Chair 
 

Hal O. Carroll 1450 West Long Lake 
Road, Suite 100, 
Troy, MI 48098 

(248) 312-2800 hcarroll@VGpcLAW.com 

Chair-Elect 
 

Timothy F. Casey 19501 E. 8 Mile Rd., 
St. Clair Shores, MI 
48080 
 

(586) 563-3500 tcasey@kcmlaw.com 

Secretary 
 

Mark G. Cooper 27777 Franklin Road, 
Ste. 2500, 
Southfield, MI 48034 

(248) 351-3000 mcooper@jaffelaw.com 

Treasurer 
 

Elaine Murphy 
Pohl 

38505 Woodward 
Ave Ste 2000 
Bloomfield Hills, MI  
48304 

(248) 594-6356 epohl@plunkettcooney.com

 
 
Council Member Term  
Edward M. Freeland, Garan Lucow, Miller, Troy, Michigan 2008-2010  
M. J. Stephen Fox, Fox & Associates, Ada, Michigan 2008-2010  
Marty Brown, Foremost Insurance Company, Caledonia, Michigan 2008-2010  
Amy H. Iannone, Barton Malow Company, Southfield, Michigan 2008-2010  
Deborah A. Hebert, Collins, Einhorn, Farrell & Ulanoff, Southfield, Michigan 2007-2009  
Kathleen A. Lopilato, Auto-Owners Insurance Company, Lansing, Michigan 2007-2009  
D. Andrew Portinga, Miller Johnson, Grand Rapids, Michigan 2007-2009  
Daniel P. Steele, Vandeveer Garzia, Troy, Michigan 2007-2009  
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Council Meeting Schedule: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding Council meetings as an addendum. 
 
Meeting Type Date Location 
Council Meeting July 15, 2008 Southfield 
Council Meeting September 3, 2008 Southfield 
Council Meeting November 12, 2008 Lansing 
Council Meeting January 27, 2009 Caledonia 
Council Meeting April 21, 2009 Southfield 
Special Council Meeting May 27, 2009 Lansing 
                  
                  
                  
                  
                  
                  

 
 
General Budget Information: 
 
 
The principal expense of the Section is the production and distribution of the quarterly publication, the 
Journal of Insurance and Indemnity Law, which is sent to members of the judiciary and the legislative and 
executive branches, as well as to members   
 
The principal source of revenue at this time is membership dues.  We also have some additional revenue from 
advertisements in the Journal. 
 
 
Events and/or Seminars: 
 
At our annual meeting in 2008, we presented two speakers, one of whom addressed issues of coverage and 
the other addressed regulatory issues. 
 
Event or Seminar Title Date Location 
“Insights from Insiders” September 19, 2008 Dearborn 
                  
                  

 
 
Legislative issues:  None identified.  
 
 
 
Recommendations for next Council:  
 
Work on expanding membership through networking with other sections and groups, and explore associate 
membership categories for persons who are not members of the State Bar of Michigan 
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Other Information:  
 
We continue to publish our quarterly Journal of Insurance and Indemnity Law, and in addition to mailing copies to 
all members, we have also mailed copies to state circuit court and appellate judges, federal trial court judges, 
the chairperson of every other State Bar section, and some non-lawyer groups. 
 
We are working toward establishing cooperative efforts with other sections, and have also made preliminary 
contact with other groups whose members might be interested in joining the Section. 
 
Our membership has continued to grow steadily, and has passed 350. 
 
We have received two requests for amicus curiae assistance, one from another State Bar Section and one 
from the Michigan Supreme Court.   
 
 
Reports must be submitted before May 31 of each year, to: 
 

Heather K. Anderson 
Sections and Committees Administrator 
306 Townsend Street, Lansing MI 48933 
Email: handerson@mail.michbar.org 
Phone 517-346-3414   Fax: 517-372-1139 

 
 


