
P 517-346-6300

P 800-968-1442

f 5t7-482-6248

www.michbar.org

306 Townsend Street

Mìchael Franck Building

Lansing, MI

48933-2012

January 37,2078

Latry Royster
Cletk of the Coutt
Michigan Supreme Court
P.O. Box 30052
Lansing, MI 48909

RE: A-DM File No. 2017-08: ProposedAmendments of Rules 3.977 and6.425 of
the Michigan Court Rules

Dear Clerk Roystet:

A.t its Januaty 26,2018 meeting, the State Bar of Michigan Board of Commissioners (the
Board) consideted the above-referenced proposed rule amendments published by the
Court for comment. As p^ft of its review, the Boatd consideted recommendations ftom
the Access toJustice Policy Committee, the CdminalJudsprudence & Ptactice Committee,
the Appellate Practice Section, and the Criminal Law Section. These committees and
sections all supported the ptoposed amendments.

After this review, the Board voted unanimously to support the proposed amendments of
MCR 3.977 ard 6.425. The Board supports providing complete transcdpts in criminal and
termination of patental rights appeals in which a party is indigent and appointed counsel
has been assþed. Not only will these amendments stteamline the appellate process, they
will allow counsel to better identify the issues for appeal and assist the Coutt of Appeals
in teaching the propet decision on appeal.

We thank the Cout for the opportunity to convey the Board's position on this rule
proposal.

Sincetely,

M

Janet IC ìùØelch

Execudve Directot

cc: ,A.nne Boomer, Administrative Counsel, Michigan Supreme Coutt
Donald G. Rockwell, President, State Bar of Michigan


