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Introduction 
 
The State Bar of Michigan, in partnership with the Michigan State Bar Foundation and legal services 
providers throughout the state, conducted the sixth year of an Access to Justice fundraising campaign during 
2003.  Bar support for a private fundraising strategy was implemented through a state planning process that 
occurred in 1995 and was reaffirmed in 2000.  Through that process, the State Bar agreed to provide 
leadership and staff support for such a campaign, and the first donations to the Access to Justice Fund were 
received in late 1998.   
 
Campaign Achievements   
 
Over $1.2 million in new cash and pledges was raised from 1,821 donors for the Access to Justice Fund in 
2003, making it the most successful fundraising year ever.  This includes the largest single gift to the 
Campaign, a donation of over $600,000 from the Kellogg Foundation designated for a legal aid program to 
provide education and advocacy in the Battle Creek area.     
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Access to Justice Fund
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To date, the Fund has raised over $4.3 million in cash, pledges and planned gifts.  To help provide 
long-term stable funding for legal aid services into the future, donors are placing almost 50% (over 
$2 million) of their total gifts pledged into permanent endowment funds.   
 
Even so, a higher percentage went to designated operation funds during calendar year 2003.  This 
was encouraged by the Campaign to assist legal aid programs with current operating money in light 
of a reduction in federal funding in Michigan due to the shifts in poverty populations.  Of the 2003 
Campaign total, nearly $600,000 was distributed directly to programs designated by donors for 
operations support.  A designated distributions report is attached.   
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Cost Per Dollar Raised 
 
During calendar year 2003, total State Bar direct costs for the Campaign were $139,742.  The Bar 
was reimbursed for $53,675 of those costs through designated donations and grants, leaving net 
unreimbursed direct costs of $86,067.   Under Campaign policy, the net unreimbursed costs are 
added to the$1,280,801 funds raised, for total revenue of $1,366,868; total direct costs are then 
divided by total revenue for a cost per dollar raised of $0.102.  That figure is considerably lower than 
the guidelines established for the Campaign1 and well below industry limits.   Donors should know 
that in 2003, no portion of their ATJ contribution was used toward fundraising expenses.   
 
Leadership  
 
Active participation of State Bar officers in Campaign leadership positions was key to success in 
2003.  Those positions included the Campaign Cabinet Chair, filled in the first part of the year by 
President Reginald Turner, and the Statewide Campaign Committee Co-Chairs, President-Elect 
Scott Brinkmeyer and Vice President Nancy Diehl.  With the new State Bar leadership year, Diehl 
assumed responsibility for the ATJ Campaign and functioned as its Chair.  Regional leaders 
throughout the state joined her, including many members of the Board of Commissioners.   
 
The Corporate Committee’s membership was revised to reflect the end of a three-year commitment 
made by a founding member, and the move out of state by another member.  New leadership was 
recruited to include the General Counsel of Ford Motor Company and the General Counsel of Dow 
Chemical Company.  
 
The work of the Foundation Campaign Committee continued under the guidance of its chair, Bill 
Brodhead.  A Major Gifts Committee was added to the structure and the Special Needs position was 
eliminated.  The Internal Cabinet, which serves as a policy-making body for the Campaign, did not 
have a need to meet during 2003.   A map of Michigan showing the ten Campaign regions and 2003 
leaders is attached to this report.   
 
Goal Setting and Strategies  
 
A preliminary goal to raise one million dollars was set by staff based on funds raised regionally 
during previous years of the Campaign, the total number of previous donors, and the number of 
attorneys located in the individual regions.  Those goals were provided to the Statewide Campaign 
Committee early in the year.  Each regional leader was given a general set of strategies for 
conducting a campaign in any region, and a suggested plan tailored for use in his or her region. A 
Regional Campaign Report outlining regional campaign results is attached.  
 
Successes and Strengths 
 

• One Hundred Percent Leadership Participation:  The Campaign achieved one hundred 
percent support from key leadership groups, including the State Bar of Michigan Board of 
Commissioners, Access to Justice Task Force, Legal Services Association of Michigan, 

                                                 
1 The guidelines provide that the costs per dollar raised should be less than 37% until 2005 (the “start up” phase), 
less than 25% for all future years, with a goal after 2004 of achieving an expense/revenue ratio for a mature 
campaign in the 17-19% range.   
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Michigan State Bar Foundation Board of Trustees, Michigan State Bar Foundation Staff, 
State Bar of Michigan Lawyers and Judges Assistance Program and the Access to Justice 
Statewide Campaign Committee.   

 
• Kellogg Foundation Grant:  The W. K. Kellogg Foundation awarded a $653,218 grant 

through the ATJ Fund to Legal Services of South Central Michigan.  The grant supports 
LSSCM’s education and advocacy program in the areas of rental housing and public benefits 
for low-income people in the Battle Creek area.  

 
• Past Presidents' Dinner: Revenues from a benefit dinner hosted by State Bar immediate 

past president Reginald M. Turner totaled nearly $100,000, resulting in almost $75,000 (net 
of expenses) for the Access to Justice Fund.  Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm joined 
over 160 guests at the Charles J. Wright Museum of African American History to honor 
Turner for his leadership and commitment to the access to justice effort. 

 
• Michigan Trial Lawyers Association:  The MTLA Campaign yielded $62,158 from a total 

of fifty-seven donors.  MTLA members have contributed $324,125  toward their cumulative 
goal of raising $500,000 for the ATJ Campaign.  This amount represents all contributions 
from known MTLA members since the beginning of the Campaign. 

 
• Law Firm Participation: The large law firm work of Bob Gilbert, Miller Canfield lawyer 

and co-chair of the ATJ Corporate Committee, accounted for a significant amount of lawyer 
giving in 2003, with $315,090 of the $1,280,301 raised attributed to large law firm gifts. 

 
• DaimlerChrysler Corporation Fund: The DaimlerChrysler Corporation Fund contributed 

$25,000 to the ATJ Endowment Fund in support of civil legal aid programs for the poor in 
Michigan.  

 
• $1000+ Donors:  A total of 1,821 donors participated in the 2003 Campaign.   Since the 

Campaign’s inception, nearly 700 donors have made cumulative gifts of $1,000 and above.  
  

• Race for Justice:  The 7th Annual Race for Justice, sponsored by the Young Lawyers 
Section of the State Bar, included nineteen runners, sixteen supporters and eight corporate 
sponsors.  The event raised $5,000 for the ATJ Fund and was held on September 13 in 
conjunction with Bar’s Annual Meeting. 

 
• Skate for Justice: The 1st Annual Skate for Justice was held in Detroit involving law student 

hockey clubs from the University of Michigan, University of Detroit-Mercy, Wayne State 
University, Ave Maria law schools and Michigan State University - DCL College of Law.  An 
independent initiative of law students, the event raised $3,698 for the ATJ Operations Fund. 
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• Annual Dues Statement Appeal:  For the fifth consecutive year, the ATJ Fund appeared 

on the State Bar’s Annual Dues statement.  This appeal raised $28,196. 
 

Dues Appeal 
Year 

Number 
of Donors

Amount  
Raised 

1999  256 $  15,894 
2000  363 $  24,974 
2001  376 $130,396  

(1 gift/$100,000)  
2002 435 $  35,059 
2003 313 $  28,196 

 
A postcard appeal for the dues statement checkoff was sent to State Bar members within 
Region 1 (Upper Peninsula) and Region 2 (Upper Lower Peninsula) four weeks prior to the 
dues notice.  Bar staff drafted a news article encouraging members to use the dues statement 
to support ATJ, and through the Statewide Campaign Committee, the article was published 
in several local bar publications.   

 
• Year-End Activity:  ATJ staff prepared nearly 2,000 year-end letter appeals between 

November 15 and December 22. Those letters were written to reflect 17 different interests 
including previous donors in every region who had not yet contributed during 2003, and a 
direct solicitation to every Bar member in Genesee County. During the week of December 
15, State Bar President, Scott Brinkmeyer, sent a year-end email message to all State Bar of 
Michigan members requesting support for the ATJ Fund. His message suggested donors use 
the ATJ Fund to support either the statewide endowment or specific local legal aid programs 
of the donor’s choosing.   

 
• Program Appeals: Some programs providing legal services, and their supporters, appealed 

to their constituents for contributions made through the ATJ Fund.  Friends of Legal Aid 
(for Legal Services of South Central Michigan), Western Michigan Legal Services, Detroit 
Metropolitan Bar Association, Michigan Migrant Legal Assistance Program, Student 
Advocacy Center and the Ingham County Bar Association initiated these appeals.  

 
• Foundation Fundraising Seminar: On October 30 twenty-two legal assistance agency 

representatives participated in the Building Program Capacity for Foundation Fundraising 
and Statewide Coordination seminar at the State Bar of Michigan.  This seminar provided 
attendees with information on the tools necessary for the development of successful 
foundation proposals in support of access to justice issues, including making the case, 
researching foundations, and creating a solid ongoing fundraising plan.  This seminar was 
presented by the ATJ Campaign Foundation Committee and funded in part by a grant from 
the Michigan State Bar Foundation. Participants also paid a registration fee so the event was 
revenue neutral.   

 
• Use The Fund Project: ATJ and Michigan State Bar Foundation staff coordinated efforts 

to develop a formal informational packet outlining the benefits of partnering with the Access 
to Justice Campaign and using the Access to Justice Fund to receive charitable contributions 
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in support of legal assistance programs.  The packet was sent to Michigan’s legal aid program 
executive directors, presidents, and known board members.  The packet included a sample 
“Use the Fund” policy, “Benefits of Using the Fund” brochure, sample appeal letter, pledge 
envelopes and forms, ATJ Case for Support, designated donations eligibility criteria, list of 
ATJ Fund grants to date, donor recognition booklet, and Fall 2003 donor newsletter. 

 
• 1st Time Donor Year-End Stewardship Letter: A first-time donor letter, signed by Scott 

Brinkmeyer, was sent to 235 donors who made a first-time gift to the ATJ Fund during the 
2002-03 Campaign.  This letter articulated the importance of the donor’s support to the ATJ 
Fund, acknowledged their first-time gift, and encouraged future gifts to ATJ.   

 
• Golden Celebration Campaign: A solicitation letter signed by Scott Brinkmeyer was sent 

to 173 attorneys celebrating their 50-year anniversary in the practice of law. This appeal 
encouraged individuals to demonstrate their commitment to access to justice for all with a 
gift to the Access to Justice Golden Celebration Campaign.  Donors were encouraged to 
consider a gift of $100 for every year they had practiced law for a total gift of $5,000, which 
could be pledged over five years.  Four donors, two of whom had no past giving record, 
contributed a total of $500 for this particular appeal, making the average gift $125. 

 
• Statewide Campaign Committee Communication: The Statewide Campaign Committee 

held five teleconference meetings between July 14 and November 12. 
 

• ATJ Campaign Updates: A total of eight bi-weekly Campaign updates were published and 
distributed via email between August 22 and December 12.  Recipients included the 2003 
Statewide Campaign Committee,  legal assistance program directors, Board of 
Commissioners, and Michigan State Bar Foundation staff.  The Updates were also included 
on the ATJ website. 

 
• ATJ Donor Newsletter: Two ATJ Donor Newsletters were published and distributed 

during the spring and fall of 2003. Recipients included ATJ donors as well as State Bar and 
Campaign leadership.  Additional individuals received copies when appropriate. 

 
• On-line/Website Gifts:  All electronic ads and messages were linked to the ATJ website 

location where on-line pledges could be made.  
 

• Marketing Coordination:  Greater emphasis to include the ATJ Campaign in State Bar 
communications and events occurred through ongoing communication and planning.   

 
• Staff Developments: Lesa Smith was hired by the State Bar in June to fill the position of 

Development Coordinator, and she joined the Mid-Michigan Planned Giving Council and 
the National Committee on Planned Giving. Jennifer Williams attended the Association of 
Fundraising Professional International Conference in March.  Candace Crowley achieved 
Certified Fund Raising Executive status.   

 
•  New Eligible Recipient Programs: The following programs were added to the ATJ 

eligible program recipient list: Counsel and Advocacy Law Line, Diocese of Kalamazoo 
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Immigration Assistance Program, Maurice and Jane Sugar Law Center for Economic and 
Social Justice, and the University of Detroit Mercy Law School Program. 

 
• Grant Awards:  The Michigan State Bar Foundation awarded the third round of ATJ grants, 

providing $35,000 of support to four non-profit program providers.  A description of those 
grants is attached to this report. 

 
Other Accomplishments and Administrative Achievements 
 

• ATJ Case for Support/2002 Donor Acknowledgement Booklet/Media Releases: 
 

 The Case for Support was updated to reflect current leadership. 
 
 The 2002 Donor Acknowledgement booklet was introduced at the Grand Reception 

of the State Bar’s 68th Annual Meeting in Lansing. 
 

 Seven media releases regarding the 2003 Campaign were issued and each release 
appeared in at least one publication.   

 
• Michigan Bar Foundation Support: The State Bar’s contract with the Bar Foundation 

resulted in a grant from the Foundation into the ATJ Fund to apply toward the Bar’s 
operating costs of the Campaign. 

 
• Fundraising License Renewal/Staff Registration: The Bar renewed its fundraising 

license with the Michigan Attorney General’s Office, and four State Bar staff members were 
registered as professional fundraisers/solicitors.   

 
2003 Special Recognition   
 
E. Christopher Johnson, one of the organizers of the 2002 Minority Outside Counsel Networking 
Conference that produced a $128,000 ATJ donation, was recognized for his work with the 
presentation of the American Bar Association’s Spirit of Excellence Award.  Bob Gilbert, a Miller 
Canfield lawyer and one of the founding members of the Campaign’s Corporate Committee, was 
presented with the State Bar’s Champion of Justice Award.   
 
Challenges: 
 
While the Campaign experienced it’s most successful year ever, there remains much to be done. 
 

 Regional campaigns require significant Bar staff support and yield very mixed results.  
Notably, the Campaign has been unable to find leadership or convey the ATJ message to 
areas outside of main regional cities and their surrounding areas. 

 
 Some of the state’s legal assistance programs continue to solicit and accept support directly 

from donors without coordination with the ATJ Fund. 
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 Support through the Member Dues Statement appeal decreased, perhaps in part because of 
the increase in dues in 2003. 

 
 Two of our large law firm donors did not participate in the 2003 ATJ Campaign.  Efforts to 

increase law firm giving in the Lansing, Oakland and Wayne County regions did not meet 
with the desired success. 

 
 There has been a decrease in the number of new major gifts (over $10,000) from individuals. 

 
 New corporate support was minimal. 

 
 The ATJ message has not yet been directed toward the general public. 

 
 The Campaign functioned for half of the year without full staff. 

 
 The total number of press releases and the level of year-end communications decreased. 

 
 The economic downturn continues to impact development efforts.  Continued lingering 

effects of economic declines contributed to reduced giving levels from individuals during 
2003. 

 
 The total number of donors and the amount of giving from individuals declined in 2003.  

Although the State Bar’s membership is approximately 37,788, less than 10% of these 
members are financially supporting the ATJ Fund.  

 
 Planned giving research diminished in 2003, and a coordinated effort to implement a 

planned giving program is still pending. 
 
2003 Campaign Activity Conclusion  
 
Given the success of the Campaign in 2003, it is clear that the Bar’s long term investment in a 
private fundraising campaign for civil legal aid is reaping its promised return.  Despite the challenges 
noted above, the effort should continue to grow with strong volunteer leadership, adequate financial 
support, and a professional membership possessing strong ethical and professional standards.   

 
 Attachments:   
 

 Cumulative Donor Giving Clubs  

 Regional Giving Report, 2003  

 Regional Leadership Map 

 2003 Donor Giving Clubs 

 ATJ Grants Report 

 2003 Legal Services Designated Distributions List 
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Access to Justice Fund 

Cumulative Donor Giving Clubs 

Founder - ($100,000+) 
Dykema Gossett 
Ford Motor Company 
Honigman Miller Schwartz & Cohn 
Howard & Howard Comm. Reinvest. Fund (Kalamazoo Foundation)
Miller, Canfield, Paddock & Stone 
Miller, Johnson, Snell & Cummiskey, P.L.C. 
Minority Counsel 
Professionals Direct - Formerly known as MLM Insurance Co. 
Varnum, Riddering, Schmidt & Howlett LLP 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
Warner Norcross & Judd LLP 

Humanitarian - $50,000-$99,999) 
General Motors Corporation - North American Operations 
Michael & Peggy Pitt Charitable Trust 
Michigan State Bar Foundation 
Pitt, Dowty, McGehee & Mirer, PC 
Thomas, Garvey, Garvey & Sciotti 

President - ($25,000-$49,999) 
Alfred M. Butzbaugh 
Butzel Long 
Clark Hill, PLC 
Comerica Inc. 
DaimlerChrysler Corporation Fund 
Robert F. Garvey 
George A. Googasian 
Johnson, Rosati, Labarge, Aseltyne & Field, PC 
Brian J. McKeen 
Mika, Meyers, Beckett & Jones, P.L.C. 
Jon R. Muth 
Pear Sperling Eggan & Daniels, PC 
Rhoades, McKee, Boer, Goodrich & Titta 
SBM Business Law Section 
Elizabeth E. Snell 
Sommers, Schwartz, Silver & Schwartz PC 
Weiner & Cox, PLC 

Steward - ($10,000-$24,999) 
Brian J. Benner 
Chester J. Byrns 
Bruce C. Conybeare 
Conlin, McKenney & Philbrick 
Candace A. Crowley 
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FORTUNE Personnel Consultants of Detroit 
Law Weathers & Richardson 
McShane & Bowie, P.L.C. 
SBM - Young Lawyers Section 
SBM Negligence Law Section 
SBM Probate & Estate Section 
Christopher R. Sciotti 
Steinhardt Pesick & Cohen, PC 

Benefactor - ($5,000-$9,999) 
Donald L. Bleich 
Edmund M. Brady 
Robert D. Brower 
Kimberly M. Cahill 
Chris T. Christ 
H. A. Cohen 
Comerica Charitable Foundation 
John W. Cummiskey 
Greg Forbes 
GreekTown Casino LLC 
Gregory & Reiter, PC 
Gruel Mills Nims & Pylman LLP 
David L. Haron 
Jaffe, Raitt, Heuer & Weiss 
Michael D. Marrs 
John W. Martin 
James McKenna 
Jerome P. Pesick 
Victoria A. Roberts 
Paul A. Rosen 
MaryAnn Sarosi 
SBM Appellate Practice Section 
SBM Labor & Employment Section 
SBM Litigation Section 
Shoreline Bank 
Ralph C. Simpson 
Steelcase Inc. 
John D. Tully 
Young Lawyers Section of the Grand Rapids Bar Assoc. 
Paul A. Zebrowski 
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Access to Justice Fund 

 
2003 Donor Giving Clubs 

 
Founder - ($100,000+ ) 

W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
 

Humanitarian - ($50,000-$99,999) 

Warner Norcross & Judd LLP 
 

President - ($25,000-$49,999) 

DaimlerChrysler Corporation Fund 
Dykema Gossett 
General Motors Corporation - North American Operations 
Honigman Miller Schwartz & Cohn 
Howard & Howard Comm. Reinvest. Fund (Kalamazoo Foundation) 
Brian J. McKeen 
Michigan State Bar Foundation 
Miller, Canfield, Paddock & Stone 
Miller, Johnson, Snell & Cummiskey, P.L.C. 

 
Steward - ($10,000-$24,999) 
Brian J. Benner 
Dickinson Wright 
Mika, Meyers, Beckett & Jones, P.L.C. 
Rhoades, McKee, Boer, Goodrich & Titta 
SBM Business Law Section 
Sommers, Schwartz, Silver & Schwartz PC 
Steinhardt Pesick & Cohen, PC 
Varnum, Riddering, Schmidt & Howlett LLP 

 
Benefactor - ($5,000-$9,999) 

Clark Hill 
H. A. Cohen 
Comerica Inc. 
Conlin, McKenney & Philbrick 
GreekTown Casino LLC 
Jerome P. Pesick 
Kimberly M. Cahill 
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2003 Legal Services Designated Operations Distributions 
 

The following programs received support from the ATJ Fund through donor-
designated operations contributions received during 2003: 

 
• Access to Justice Fund Operations - $33,765 
• American Civil Liberties Union - $5,685 
• Center for Civil Justice - $200 
• Community Legal Resources - $48,070 
• Detroit Metropolitan Bar Association - $25,645 
• Free Legal Aid Clinic - $150 
• Freedom House - $20 
• First Step Legal Advocacy Project - $4,550 
• HAVEN - $4,400 
• International Institute of Metropolitan Detroit, Inc. - $585 
• Legal Aid and Defender Association, Inc. - $18,725 
• Legal Assistance Center/Kent County - $10,450 
• Legal Hotline for Michigan Seniors/Elder Law of Michigan, Inc. - $1,900 
• Lakeshore Legal Aid - $2,395 
• Legal Services of Eastern Michigan - $100 
• Legal Services of Northern Michigan - $3,215 
• Legal Services of South Central Michigan - $279,115.50 
• Michigan Indian Legal Services - $1,616 
• Michigan Migrant Legal Assistance Project, Inc. - $1,000 
• Michigan Poverty Law Program - $1,000 
• Michigan Protection and Advocacy Services, Inc. - $800 
• Midland Alliance for Justice - $75.00 
• MSU – Detroit College of Law Clinical Law Program - $3,300 
• Prisoner Legal Services of Michigan, Inc. - $100 
• Salvation Army William Booth Legal Aid Clinic - $975 
• Sixty Plus, Inc./Elder Law Clinic - $1,187.50 
• Jane and Maurice Sugar Law Center for Economic and Social Justice - $2,900 
• University of Detroit Mercy School of Law Clinic Programs - $1,800 
• University of Michigan Law School Clinical Law Program - $2,752.50 
• Wayne County Neighborhood Legal Services - $8,542.50 
• Western Michigan Legal Services - $124,678.80 
• Women’s Justice Center – $1,185 
• Women’s Survival Center - $4,877.50 

 


