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M
N

om
ination for U

nsung H
ero A

w
ard

A
 copy of this e-m

ail has been sent to the S
tate B

ar of M
ichigan and to the nom

inator of the aw
ard

N
am

e of nom
inee: K

A
R

E
N

 G
U

LLB
E

R
G

 
C

O
O

K
T

itle: A
ttorney at Law

F
irm

 or O
rganization:

A
ddress: 18149 K

irkshire S
treet, B

everly H
ills, M

l 48025
P

hone: (248) 644-7678
F

ax: (248) 644-3871
E

-m
ail: karencm

i@
earthlink. net

N
am

e of nom
inator: R

obert C
. G

ardella (&
 S

tacey M
. C

om
bs - S

ee below
)

T
itle: A

ttorneys at Law
F

irm
 or O

rganization: 
R

obert C
. G

ardella, P
LLC

A
ddress:

P
hone:

F
ax:

E
-m

ail:

E
xplain the m

erits of your nom
ination, subm

it any supporting m
aterials for your nom

inee by em
ail, fax, or

m
ail. G

ive specific exam
ples.

P
lease provide a com

plete resum
e that includes dates of:

-S
ervice to and on behalf of the S

tate B
ar of M

ichigan
-O

ther service to the legal profession
-S

ervice to the public
-A

ny aw
ards the nom

inee m
ay have received

O
ptional: List new

s, m
agazine,

subm
it actual articles or D

V
D

s).
S

tate date/page and m
edia e.g.

S
chools"

P
lease provide a letter w

ritten by the nom
inator explaining w

hy the nom
inee should be considered for the

aw
ard. T

he letter should be signed by the nom
inator and any additional supporters. O

ne dated and
signed letter is required, it can be e-m

ailed to A
nne S

m
ith at asm

ith@
m

ail.m
ichbar.org, faxed to her

attention at (517) 372-2410, or sent by m
ail. P

lease note in your com
m

unication the nam
e of the aw

ard
and the nom

inee's nam
e.

radio, and T
V

 features about the nom
inee's accom

plishm
ents (do not

12112107, p. 12, Lansing S
tate Journal, "Law

yer B
egins T

LC
 P

rogram
 in



[ll/F
4fl.M

üF
11li¡_--,G

m
 

¡ n ãiio n iði úñ Jüñ s H
eio Ã

w
a rd

M
s. A

nne S
m

ith
R

epresentative A
ssem
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306 T
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l 48933-2012
P

hone: (517) 346-6374
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R
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306 T
ow
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Lansing, M
ichigan 48933-2012

þ: 
U

nsung H
ero N

om
lnation for K

aren G
ullberg C

ook

D
ea r R

epresentative A
ssem

bly:

T
he purpose of this letter is to nom

inate K
aren G

ullberg C
ook for the U

nsung H
ero

A
w

ard. T
his im

portant aw
ard is intended to recognize m

em
bers of the legal profession w

ho
have exhibited the highest standards of legal practice and a com

m
¡tm

ent for the benefit of
others. T

his aw
ard has traditionally been given to practicing attorneys w

ho have w
orked

diligently for the betterm
ent of society w

ithout substantial recognítion. A
ttorney K

aren
G

ullberg C
ook, of B

everly H
ills, M

ichigan, is deserving of recognition by the R
epresentative

A
ssem

bly for her leadership role in children's law
 m

atters in M
ichigan.

C
hildren of S

outheastern M
ichigan w

ho find them
selves entangled in the court system

have a strong advocate: K
aren G

ullberg C
ook, a state-w

ide leader in m
atters involving children's

law
, protective seruices law

, adoption law
 and probate law

.

G
raduating from

 D
uke U

niversity w
ith a B

.A
. and from

 W
ayne S

tate U
niversity w

ith her
J.D

., K
aren C

ook w
as adm

itted to the M
ichigan S

tate B
ar in L976. S

he practices fam
ily law

,
probate law

 and consum
er law

 in O
akland C

ounty. S
he has been a m

em
ber of the S

tate B
ar of

M
ichigan C

hildren's Law
 S

ection. K
aren w

as on the advisory board to prepare the Law
yer-

G
uardian A

d Litem
 P

rotocol H
andbook published by the M

ichigan Judicial lnstitute. T
he S

ixth
C

ircuit C
ourt judges and O

akland C
ounty P

robate C
ourt judges frequently appoint A

ttorney
K

aren G
ullberg C

ook as a guardian and guardian ad litem
 for children. P

rotect¡ng m
inor children

is the priority ¡n her legal career.

W
hile serving as a guardian ad litem

 for children, K
aren is know

n as a thorough
investigator and for being diligent in her efforts to m

ake sure the children's physical, em
otional

and academ
ic needs are being S

atisfied by the children's guardians, foster parents and parents.
O

ften devoting uncountable hours tending to her duties w
ithout pay on w

eekends and
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Lette r to R
e p re se ntat lve A

sse n b I y
re: U

nsung H
ero N

om
inee K

aren G
ullberg C

ook
tanuø

ry 77,2077
P

ageT
w

o

evenings, K
aren carefully co-ordinates supervised parenting tim

e sessions and seeks to
com

prehensively 
im

plem
ent the orders of the C

ourt.

It is not uncom
m

on for K
aren to donate blankets and other item

s for needy children in
O

akland C
ounty w

ho have been involved in guardianship proceedings. S
he often does things

quietly and behind-the-scenes fòr the benefit of the children of S
outheastern M

ichigan. W
hile

A
ttorney C

ook does not seek the lim
elight for her tireless w

ork on behalf of the children, she is
not afraid to confront governm

ent agencies and state governm
ental units w

ho m
ay, at tim

es,
fail to follow

 the law
. K

aren has established a high standard of excellence as a law
yer guardian

ad litem
 w

ithout any fanfare and as an outstanding law
yer.

B
ecause of her m

any years of experience, K
aren G

ullberg C
ook serves as an inform

ation
resource for other M

ichigan attorneys w
ho handle child protect¡ve servlce m

atters. H
er

counsel is clear, com
plete and w

ise. K
now

n for her unselfish com
m

itm
ent to protect the

quality of life for M
ichigan's children involved in the legal system

, K
aren G

ullberg C
ook never

deviates from
 her focused goal: to m

ake a difference in the w
ay our judiclal system

 operates for
the protection of children often involved in difficult circum

stances due to no fault of their ow
n.

T
he U

nsung H
ero A

w
ard w

ould be an excellent tribute for K
aren G

ullberg C
ook, based

on her com
m

itm
ent 

as an advocate for the children of S
outheastern M

ichigan.

S
incerely,

R
C

G
/ss

R
O

B
E

R
T

 C
. G

A
R

D
E

IIA
A

ttorney at Law
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F
ebruary 19,2010

S
tate B

arof M
ichigan

E
epresentative A

ssanbly
306 T

ow
nsend

Lans¡ng, M
l

R
e: 

U
nsung H

ero l{om
lnaüon üor K

arcn G
ullberg C

ook

D
ear R

epresentative A
ssem

bly,

I am
 vtrritíng thb letter to nom

inâte tG
ren G

ullberg C
ook for tùe U

nsung H
ero A

ffird. l(aren C
ook

has þeen serving lhe Ç
hifdren of the S

tate of M
ichþan for over 20 years in the area of C

hlld W
elfare Law

.

S
he continm

lly goes above and beyond for her clients. S
he ¡s üuly a vE

ry deserving 
candidat'e for this

Lnw
 O

rptce O
r S

r*.ffi M
. goM

B
s

249 -887-5363

I m
et lG

ren C
ook ln 2003 and r¡r¡as aw

ed by her know
Þ

dge 
of G

hild W
etfare Law

 and P
ractice. I

have r¡iorked w
ih m

ay atO
m

e¡æ
 heving sen€d as â juvenile prosecltor, juvenile court referee and

guardian ad lilem
 atÞ

næ
y in tfte paet ten years, but K

aren fuly sÞ
nds out am

ong the aË
om

eys ¡n th¡s

field. K
aren C

ook has dedicated 
her career to helping children ard fam

illes that are in involved in the

slrsÞ
m

.

Laren G
ook practlces as an attorney prim

a¡ily 
in O

akland C
oun$, M

f- S
he handþs a hrge

am
ount of N

eglect/A
buse cases, D

elirquensy G
ases, G

uadianship 
cases and A

ppellate cases. K
açn

hao a{so handled m
arry appeals to r€m

oye parents from
 the centrd r€S

¡sry and filed l¡cencirg oornpaints

against lícenced agencies that w
ere not com

pS
Íng w

ith the la¡.

l(aæ
n C

ook is expert w
hen it com

es ¡o C
hlld W

efÞ
re Law

 and D
H

S
 fD

epartm
ent of H

um
an

S
ervioes') policy. lG

ren can sight case nam
es, c¡ht¡ors and stat¡¡tes off the top of her head. W

hen eny

attom
ey has an is6ue, l(aren is ahrays w

illing to heþ and can give acivice w
iüout even opening a book

lG
ren is alw

ays w
illíng !o help other aüom

eys w
fro have questions 

or need advice in C
hild W

elfare Lar¡.

K
aren O

od( is also an expert on D
H

S
 poli,cy and continues to hold Ð

H
S

 to the requ¡rem
ents of

their pol'ay. S
he consilently takes the E

xüa s{ap and trieç to rþht the w
rongs of the children ancl parents

in the system
. lnstead of taking the easy l¡vay out and just letting things go w

tæ
n chíldren are not provftled

w
fth the services thai w

ere ordered, lG
ren rm

kes a com
plaint b D

H
S

 adm
inisbatlon. 

S
he has fiþd
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reo 
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ru 
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licensing com
phints to m

ake sure tñat the âgenc'res that províde seM
ces are bllorying the state larc,

rules and regulations.

O
ne of the am

azing things that t(aren does for the children lhat she represents 
at C

hrisùnæ
 is to

give æ
ctr of tfiem

 a blanket. S
he is alw

rys prepared for court and alw
ays visiLs lhe ciildren that she

represents- S
he is jusl as stong of an advocate w

hen she represente parents and gu:¡rd¡ans in these

cases.

I believe that lG
ren has úuly rm

de a diftrence in the livee of m
any cùildren in this S

:tate. K
aren

C
ook has Þ

een a zealous advocate for m
sny years and deserves reoognition for her service þ ü¡e

C
hildren and F

am
ilies of the S

tate of M
i'cùigan. 

T
harf<

 you for your tlm
e and attention, 

lf ¡lou have any

guestbns, you can vur¡te directly to m
e atthe above listed add¡ess.

248 -887-5363

S
incerely,

S
tçtùÞ

=
S

tacy M
- C

om
bs

p.2


