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$ 1,750,000 Macomb County premises liability jury verdict FEEBISIGINRICENTES

$ 1,000,000 Motorcycle accident settlement * Poisonings

* Other Personal Injuries
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We use sophisticated intake software to attribute sources
of our referrals, and referral fees are promptly paid in accordance
with MRPC 1.S(e). We guarantee it in writing.
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Referring us your case is fast and easy. You can:

1. Call us at (313) 800-8386

2. Go to https:/buckfirelaw.com/attorney-referral
3. Scan the QR code with your cell phone camera

Attorney Lawrence J. Buckfire is responsible for this ad: (313) 800-8386

BuckfireLaw.com
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BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN

EPISODE 3

FACING ‘THE SCARY’
WITH VALERIE NEWMAN

Change can be scary — but it's worth it.
Listen o June’s episode of MiLawyer
Podcast to hear famed conviction integrity
attorney Valerie Newman’s advice

on how attorneys can face the fear of
changing practice areas and pivot into

a career path that truly inspires them.

Newman also examines some injustices
that occur in our legal system and how

she handles the emotional weight of her job.

Helping Michigan atforneys improve
their practice and protect their well-being.

Listen today at michbar.org/podcast
or wherever you get your podcasts.
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MONEY JUDGMENT
INTEREST RATE

MCL 600.6013 governs how fo calculate the
interest on @ money judgment in a Michigan
state court. Interest is calculated at six-month
intervals in January and July of each year
from when the complaint was filed as is
compounded annually.

For a complaint filed after Dec. 31, 1986, the rate
as of July 1, 2026, is 3.959%. This rafe includes
the statutory 1%.

A different rule applies for a complaint filed after
June 30, 2002, that is based on a written instrument
with its own specific interest rate. The rate is the
lesser of:

13% per year, compounded annually; or

The specified rate, if it is fixed — or if it is variable,
the variable rate when the complaint was filed if that
rate was legal.

For past rates, see htips://www.michigan.gov/
taxes/interestrates-for-money-judgments.

As the application of MCL 600.6013 varies
depending on the circumstances, you should review
the statute carefully.

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT
OF INTERIM ADMINISTRATOR
The 17th Circuit Court has ordered that:

Attorney Anthony J. Valentine , P32840
Ste. 227, 29 Pearl Street, NW

Grand Rapids, Ml 49503
616.288.5410
tonyvalentinelaw@gmail.com

DUTY TO REPORT
AN ATTORNEY’S
CRIMINAL
CONVICTION

All Michigan attorneys are reminded of the
reporting requirements of MCR.9120(A)
when a lawyer is convicted of a crime

WHAT TO REPORT:

A lawyer’s conviction of any crime, including
misdemeanors. A conviction occurs upon the return of a
verdict of guilty or upon the acceptance of a plea of guilty
or no contest.

WHO MUST REPORT:

Notice must be given by all of the following:

1. The lawyer who was convicted;

2. The defense attorney who represented the lawyer; and
3. The prosecutor or other authority

WHEN TO REPORT:
Notice must be given by the lawyer, defense attorney, and
prosecutor within 14 days after the conviction.

WHERE TO REPORT:
Written notice of a lawyer’s conviction must be given to

Grievance Administrator

Attorney Grievance Commission

PNC Center

755 W. Big Beaver Road, Suite 2100
Troy, MI 48084

Attorney Discipline Board
333 W. Fort St., Suite 1700
Detroit, Ml 48226

LEGAL NOTICE

is hereby appointed Interim Administrator to serve on behalf of:

Attorney Martin Blase Mead, P38746
Ste. 215, 29 Pearl Street, NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616.235.0330

Ordered by17th Circuit Court on July 8, 2026.

Case no. 26-20956-PZ
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StaTE BAR OF MICHIGAN

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MEETING SCHEDULE

SEPTEMBER 18, 2026
NOVEMBER 20, 2026, ACME
JANUARY 22, 2027
MARCH 5, 2027 (IF NEEDED)
APRIL 16, 2027
JULY 23, 2027
SEPTEMBER TBD

StAaTE BAR OF MICHIGAN

MEMBER SUSPENSION
FOR NONPAYMENT OF DUES

This list of active attorneys who are suspended
for nonpayment of their State Bar of Michigan
2025-2026 dues is published on the State
Bar's website at michbar.org/generalinfo/
pdfs/suspension.pdf.

In accordance with Rule 4 of the Supreme
Court’s Rules Concerning the State Bar of Mich-
igan, these aftorneys are suspended from ac-
tive membership effective Feb. 15, 2026, and
are ineligible fo practice law in the state.

For the most current status of each attorney, see
our member directory at directory.michbar.org.
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PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION
2026

A time to honor our best

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

ERIKA L. BRYANT THOMAS H. HOWLETT DAVID C. ANDERSON SUZANNE C. LARSEN AARON V. BURRELL
PRESIDENT PRESIDENT-ELECT VICE PRESIDENT TREASURER SECRETARY

OUR 2026 AWARD WINNERS

Hon. David Murkowski Dennis Clark
Hon. Christopher P. Yates Jerjuan A. Howard
Black Women Lawyers Association of Michigan
Dorothy Dean
David M. Honigman Leonard Niehoff

Russell Abrutyn Hispanic Center of West Michigan

JOIN US FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
NOON | DETROIT MARRIOTT TROY | 200 W. BIG BEAVER ROAD, 48084

VISIT FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFORMATION
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IN MEMORIAM

HON. JAMES M. BATZER, P29305, of Man-
istee, died August 28, 2025. He was born
in 1943, graduated from Wayne State Uni-

versity Law School, and was admitted to the
Bar in 1978.

GINA ANNE BOZZER, P62688, of Traverse
City, died March 14, 2025. She was born in
1973, graduated from Vermont Law School,
and was admitted to the Bar in 2001.

GORDON CHARLES BOARDMAN, P28457,
of Portage, died May 8, 2026. He was
born in 1931, graduated from Thomas M.

Cooley Law School, and was admitted to

the Bar in 1978.

JOHN C. BUCHANAN, P11341, of Adaq,
died May 21, 2026. He was born in 1936,
graduated from University of Michigan Law
School, and was admitted to the Bar in 1963.

BRANDON CHRISTOPHER BYRD, P83734,
of Belleville, died May 15, 2026. He was
born in 1981, graduated from University of
Detroit Mercy School of Law, and was admit-
ted to the Bar in 2019.

MICHAEL L. CHOJNOWSKI, P11854, of Gull
Lake, died January 19, 2017. He was born
in 1945, graduated from University of Mich-
igan Law School, and was admitted to the
Bar in 1971.

DAVID E. FIELD, P24298, of Northville, died
March 23, 2026. He was born in 1945,
graduated from Wayne State University Law
School, and was admitted to the Bar in 1974.

& SOLACE

WALTER J. GOLDSMITH, P14126, of Bloom-
field Hills, died October 12, 2025. He was
born in 1935, graduated from Wayne State
University Law School, and was admitted to
the Bar in 1961.

MARK W. HAFELI, P28908, of Troy, died May
20, 2026. He was born in 1953, graduated
from Wayne State University Law School,
and was admitted to the Bar in 1978.

RONALD R. HELVESTON, P14860, of Berk-
ley, died February 9, 2026. He was born
in 1938, graduated from Wayne State Uni-
versity Law School, and was admitted to the
Bar in 1967.

ARTHUR R. KAINZ, P26454, of Kernersville,
N.C., died April 15, 2025. He was born in
1951, graduated from University of Detroit
Mercy School of Law, and was admitted to
the Bar in 1976.

WARD F. MCDONOUGH, JR, P17381, of
Kalamazoo, died January 17, 2026. He
was born in 1942, graduated from Wayne
State University Law School, and was ad-
mitted to the Bar in 1969.

CLINTON MEYERING, P27302, of Taylor,
died January 9, 2026. He was born in
1949, graduated from University of Detroit
Mercy School of Law, and was admitted to
the Bar in 1977.

HON. CHARLES H. MIEL, P17698, of Stan-
ton, died April 13, 2026. He was born in
1938, graduated from University of Michi-

gan Law School, and was admitted to the
Bar in 1963.

STUART R. MOLINEAUX, P17879, of Battle Creek,
died April 12, 2020. He was born in 1935 and
graduated from Wayne State University.

MARK H. TEKLINSKI, P21319, of Warren,
died May 10, 2026. He was born in 1935,
graduated from Detroit College of Law, and
was admitted to the Bar in 1971.

TIMOTHY G. WEGMEYER, P36239, of Marine
City, died February 11, 2026. He was born
in 1958, graduated from Detroit College of
Law, and was admitted to the Bar in 1984.

RICHARD T. WHITE, JR, P22263, of Orion,
died April 29, 2026. He was born in 1941,
graduated from Wayne State University Law
School, and was admitted to the Bar in 1972.

JESSICA SUE YARCH, P77129, of Grand
Rapids, died September 15, 2025. She
was born in 1979, graduated from Thomas

M. Cooley Law School, and was admitted
to the Bar in 2013.

K. PAUL ZOSEL, JR, P22757, of Troy, died Jan-
vary 20, 2026. He was born in 1942, grad-
uated from University of Detroit Mercy School
of Law, and was admitted to the Bar in 1969.

In- Memoriam information is published as
soon as possible affer it is received. To notify
us of the passing of a loved one or colleague,
please email barjournal@michbar.org.

JOIN THE NETWORK

MICHBAR.ORG/SOLACE
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NEWS & MOVES

ARRIVALS & PROMOTIONS
MICHAEL CARTER has joined Honigman LLP as senior counsel.

RON FOSTER has joined Parakletos Law PLC, in Hudsonville, as

of counsel.

CATHERINE GAGNON has joined Tamarisk Legal Advisors PLLC.
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University effective Jan. 1, 2027, and named Chair of the board at

Michigan Future, Inc.

DAVID M. WALKER, with Bodman, has been appointed to the board
of directors of the Michigan Black Business Alliance

PRESENTATIONS, PUBLICATIONS & EVENTS

MDTC will host its 30th Annual Golf Outing on September 11, 2026.
BRIAN T. KECK has joined the Buckfire Law Firm.

MITCH SICKON has joined Abdnour Weiker.

Have a milestone to announce? Send your information
to News & Moves at newsandmoves@michbar.org.

LEADERSHIP
KIRK PROFIT, with Profit Legal Services, PLLC, has been appointed
by Governor Whitmer to the board of regents at Eastern Michigan
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estate planning, elder law, business law, and special needs planning
can help you serve more clients in new ways. Instead of referring
your clients to other attorneys for wills, trusts, or business planning,
expand your services and strengthen your relationships. Developed
and maintained by attorneys, for attorneys—our intelligent solutions
are designed to support your success.
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BOOK REVIEW

Objections, foundations, Al-powered
evidence-skills coaching, and more

BY STUART M. ISRAEL

John Barkai, Michigan Rules of Evidence Handbook —With Common
Objections & Evidentiary Foundations (2026), with BarkaiBots
access. Available at Amazon, $12.99, 6” x 9” paperback, 133
pages, including the rules and advice on using them in the courtroom.

Professor John Barkai has been on the faculty of the University
of Hawadii’s William S. Richardson School of Law in Honolulu’s
Manoa Valley for decades—but his roots are in Michigan. Barkai
is an evidence maven and now the creator of BarkaiBots, a unique,
Al-powered, computer-delivered, on-demand, self-operated,
no-cost, interactive, customizable, simulations-based, practical
evidence-skills training program.

Readers of Barkai’s Handbook' can use BarkaiBots to practice and
refine their courtroom skills before they are called on to examine
witnesses, make and respond to objections, present evidentiary
foundations, and meet other needs in the heat of trials, depositions,
and other adversarial undertakings.

[ will review the Handbook and acquaint you with BarkaiBots, but first
| establish the requisite evidentiary foundation and make disclosures.

FOUNDATION AND DISCLOSURES

Barkai grew up in Detroit and earned his J.D. and two other degrees
from the University of Michigan. We were law school classmates and
took the Michigan bar together. There was no multistate exam then.
As | recall, the bar was 2 and 1/2 days of essay questions, which
we answered in bluebooks using number 2 pencils. We passed.

Barkai practiced as a public defender in Detroit and then became a

Wayne Law professor. He later migrated to Oahu to be a professor in
Written by John Barkai paradise. Since then, Barkai has been a font of practical wisdom for
Independently published legions of U-H law students and many Aloha State lawyers and judges
Hardcover | 133 Pages | $12.99 on evidence, trial advocacy, negotiation, and dispute resolution.



Barkai should remember that his sustained professional success is
in great part due to my example and tutelage at law school, then
when we were Detroit criminal lawyers, and later when we were
faculty colleagues at Wayne Law and U-H Law during my semester
as a visiting professor. But Barkai’s memory of my influence is dim.
Sunstroke, probably.

Oh, well, Barkai deserves some credit. He is an evidence maven,
as noted, and he now is the genius behind the eponymously named
BarkaiBots. My favorable review of his Handbook and BarkaiBots
is totally objective. Totally. It is not influenced by our longtime
association and will withstand MRE 702-704 scrutiny.

BARKAI'S EVIDENCE-HANDBOOK SERIES

The Michigan Handbook is one of a series of similar Barkai-authored
evidence handbooks. The series covers many jurisdictions that have
rules modeled on the Federal Rules of Evidence, or that use similar
evidence principles and procedures. The series covers all states,
federal and military courts, and other U.S.-affiliated jurisdictions
(like American Samoa, the Federated States of Micronesia, Guam,
Palau, and Yap).

The series also covers jurisdictions in Canada, Europe, Asia, and
Africa (like the U.K., Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guineq,
Fiji, Hong Kong, the Philippines, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Taiwan,
Nigeria, Zimbabwe, and India).

All the handbooks are listed in the Michigan Handbook at pp. A-80
through A-81. If you plan to travel in the U.S. or abroad to places
where evidence questions might come up, like Puerto Rico or the
Cook Islands, look at Barkai’s Amazon page and get prepared. If,
however, the only islands that concern you are Belle Isle, Mackinac
Island, and various coney islands, get the Michigan Handbook for
its stated purpose: to be “at your side” when needed.

EVIDENCE RULES AND TRIAL TECHNIQUES
“AT YOUR FINGERTIPS”

For years, | carried a small paperback edition of the FRE in my
briefcase. | used it in the heat of legal adversity in courtrooms,
labor-arbitrations, and at depositions. | used it to refresh my rec-
ollection (or the judge’s, the arbitrator’s, or the other side’s) about
what the evidence rules actually require. My instant access to the
rules occasionally gave me an advantage over others, who maybe
missed a law school evidence class or two or dozed off and never
quite mastered some rule that didn’t seem important in class, but
later became quite important in a “proceeding.”

Now, with Barkai's Handbook in your briefcase, you can have
the MRE, plus model techniques and practical advice, to give you
an evidentiary edge. The Handbook might remind you during a
15-minute trial recess, say, that “Michigan is one of 12 states that

MICHIGAN BAR JOURNAL | JULY/AUGUST 2026 l 3

does NOT have a learned treatise hearsay exception.”? Compare
MRE 803(18) to FRE 803(18). You can consider MRE 707, return
to court, and obiject to the treatise-reliant opinion of your opponent’s
self-important “expert.”

RULES, TECHNIQUES, ADVICE,

ACRONYMS, AND MORE

The Handbook has the full text of the MRE and much more. It in-
cludes advice on “making and responding to common objections,”
covering why (and why not) to object, how to object, how to re-
spond fo objections, how judges consider objections, the MRE 103
“key"” to objections, offers of proof, motions in limine, preserving
evidence-ruling errors for appeal, more than 60 “common objec-

|1/

tions,” and additional “voice of experience” information to help
you make informed tactical decisions. It will help you deftly use
terminology anchored in the MRE, and be prepared for, say, a
judge asking for the precise basis of your objection or dealing with
opposing lawyers’ improper use of “speaking objections” to coach

their witnesses or obstruct your witnesses.?

The Handbook offers concrete models and practical advice on set-
ting evidentiary foundations, recognizing deficiencies in the other
side’s foundation efforts, introducing exhibits and moving their ad-
mission, impeaching witnesses, refreshing memory, making offers
of proof, and presenting expert opinion. The Handbook covers
many specific contexts, like presenting (or objecting to) evidence in
the form of deposition testimony, ESI, phone calls, voicemail, email,
texts, social media, website content, and more.

The Handbook offers “useful points” about public and business re-
cords, computer records, documents that contain double hearsay,
demonstrative evidence, and chain of custody. The Handbook lists
“important evidence rules” that will guide your preparation and
your evidence-related trial efforts.*

Barkai offers helpful mnemonic devices and acronyms—as law
professors are wont to do. Remember IRAC (Issue, Rule, Analysis,
Conclusion)2 One of Barkai’s devices, pertinent to assessing the
admissibility of paper and electronic documents and presenting the
requisite foundation, is HARROW:

Hearsay (MRE 800s)

Authentication (MRE 900s)

Relevance (MRE 401)

Relevance (MRE 403)

Original Writings (best evidence, MRE 1000s)

Another, pertaining to MRE 803(6) and “business records,” is
KRAP: Kept in the course of Regularly-conducted activity, made At
or near the time of the subject matter, based on someone’s Personal
knowledge.® Another is OTP: lawyers considering the relevance,
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admissibility, and necessary foundation of evidence they plan to
present should also consider what the evidence will be Offered To
Prove.” Barkai’s acronyms provide checklists to help avoid eviden-

tiary SNAFUs and, more importantly, FUBARs.

THE HANDBOOK'S UNCOMMON VIRTUES

Barkai’s Handbook, unlike many evidence tomes, is action-oriented.
It is designed to help lawyers prepare effectively, avoid problems,
and solve problems if they arise. The Handbook is succinct, read-
able, practical, and inexpensive.

The Handbook makes the important point that evidence-proficiency
requires more than knowing the rules. You must be attuned to the

i’

“local legal culture,” whether learned experientially or by study.
Michigan’s civil procedure rules, for example, though modeled
on the federal rules, label as “summary disposition” what federal

courts and most other jurisdictions call “summary judgment.” Out-
of-state counsel often ask about this idiosyncratic terminology. Sum-

marily speaking, is it better to dispose than to judge?

| add that you might strive to master local pronunciation. Is it “vwah
dear” or “vore die-er"2 | add, too, that you might want to become
acquainted with the predilections of the local judges who will con-
trol your clients’ legal fates.

In Barkai’s and my formative years, many judges applied the per-
haps facetiously named Detroit Recorder’s Court Hearsay Exception.
It was unwritten, imprecise, unevenly applied, and sometimes trou-
blesome. It was reminiscent of the definition of the word lawful in
Ambrose Bierce’s The Devil’s Dictionary (1911): “Compatible with
the will of a judge having jurisdiction.”® Basically, the exception
admitted into evidence, for truth, virtually any outof-court statement
made in the presence of the on-rial criminal-defendant. Later, while
working in Columbus, Ohio, | heard this same “in the presence”
hearsay “exception” called the Franklin County Hearsay Exception.

| practiced as a labor lawyer for some decades, in a culture that folerates
arbitrators avoiding immediate rulings on evidence disputes. Arbitrators
often admit—"for what it's worth” —hearsay, opinions without founda-
tion, and other “fluff and flowers.” This keeps hearings moving, unob-
structed by a bunch of legaltype stuff. Litigants find out what, if anything,
the “evidence” is worth months later, when they get the arbitrator’s “final
and binding” decision. Barkai notes a similar court phenomenon, ac-
counting for evidentiary rigor in jury trials, less in bench frials.

Barkai thinks that unwritten rules like the Recorder’s Court Hearsay
Exception may be the progenitors of MRE 801(d)(2)’s situational
tolerance for adoptive admissions. Whatevahs, as they say in Ha-
waiian pidgin. Unwritten rules are enforceable in the “local culture”
if judges think they are rules.

BARKAIBOTS BENEFITS

New in the current Handbook is an introduction to BarkaiBots,
Barkai’s unique, Al-powered, computer-delivered, on-demand,
self-operated, no-cost, customizable, simulations-based evidence-
skills fraining program. BarkaiBots is a mentor ex machina at your
service. You can master the skills needed to apply the evidence
rules, and do it in the comfort of your home, in your spare time, at
your own pace. No more CLE classrooms, no more fat, expensive
books, no more law professors’ dirty looks.

The word BarkaiBots, | think, is both singular and plural, like sheep,
aircraft, and  haiku. Anyway, the Handbook explains, BarkaiBots
provides “24/7 interactive Al courtroom simulations that function
both as responsive practice partners and builtin personal coaches
to help users improve their advocacy,”? | add, to hone their evi-
dence instincts. As Archimedes put it: “Eurekal”

BarkaiBots provides the evidentiary acumen needed for effective
direct and cross-examination, impeachment by inconsistent state-
ments, dealing with evasive witnesses, laying foundations, making
and responding to objections, and more. In this age of “vanishing

"

trials,” whether you are a sophisticated “been there, done that”
litigator, an inexperienced lawyer, or a law student, chances are
that BarkaiBots will enhance your skills and teach you something

new and useful.

There's more! Users can customize BarkaiBots simulations by up-
loading their own “fact patterns” —using their “desktop, laptop,
phone, or tablet”—and then use BarkaiBots to “rehearse, receive
coaching, and refine their advocacy” with tailored practice, aided
by Al witnesses, judges, and opposing counsel who pick up the
customized facts. BarkaiBots pays attention to your facts and will
provide informed realtime feedback.

Users can record their practice efforts on Zoom or otherwise —for
later self-assessment, or to screen their practice performance for
colleagues eager to provide constructive criticism on substance, the-
ory-of-case consistency, clarity, order, pace, word selection, nonver-
bal distractions, ill-advised fashion choices, etc. You can do all this
before you step into the courtroom. As the old joke goes:

Tourist: “Excuse me, how do | get to Carnegie Hall2”

On-the-street sage: “Practice, practice, practice.”

As the Handbook instructs, you connect to the “Amazon BarkaiBots
Start Page” by using the web address or the QR code on page
A-84. When you connect, you will find a user guide, links to current
BarkaiBots simulations, and more. You will need a free online ac-
count with ChatGPT, or a paid ChatGPT Plus account, and an email



address. If you have my limited technological ability, to start, you
might need helpful advice from a teenager.

Creating BarkaiBots, Barkai drew on his “more than 50 years as
a fulltime law professor teaching evidence, clinics, simulations,
and externships.”'® Experience taught him the benefits of exten-
sive practice and structured coaching, both in short supply in law
schools and many practice seftings. Barkai observes that effective
advocacy is “performance” enhanced by practice, done “aloud
and repetitively,” focused on “timing, question sequencing, witness
control, responsiveness to new information under pressure, and
practical application of the evidence rules.”'" With the Handbook
and BarkaiBots coaching, you can DIY —do it yourself.

CONCLUSION

The Michigan Rules of Evidence are intended to ensure that “ev-
ery proceeding” is “administered fairly” and without “unjustifiable
expense and delay” to the “end” of “ascertaining the truth and
securing a just determination.” 2

Fairness, economy, efficiency, alacrity, truth, and justice. Nice.
What is to be done? Read Barkai’s Handbook and use BarkaiBots
to practice, practice, practice. As they say in Hawaii, pomaika’i—
good luck.
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Stuart M. Israel has practiced law,
mostly in Michigan, since a Coney
Island chilidog was about 35¢
on Lafayette Boulevard. Israel’s
bar-admission certificate has long
since qualified as an MRE 803(16)
ancient document.
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PUBLIC POLICY REPORT

AT THE CAPITOL

HB 5281 (Harris) Financial institutions: other; Civil procedure: civil ac-

tions; Consumer credit: lending practices. Financial institutions: other;

third-party litigation funding transparency; provide for. Creates new act.
POSITION: Oppose as drafted. (Position adopted via roll-call vote.
Comnmissioners voting in support of the position: Barton, Barr, Bry-
ant, Burrell, Christenson, Clark, Clay, Crowley, Davis, Detzler, East-
erly, Eccleston, Evans, Hamameh, Howlett, Kitchen-Troop, Larsen,
Lerner, Liggins, Low, Lowe, Luckenbach, Mansoor, Mantese, Mason,
Murray, M., Murray, T., Ohanesian, Perkins, Simmons, Timmons.
Comnmissioner voting in opposition of the position: Anderson.)

HB 5880 (Meerman) Taxation: excise taxes. Taxation: excise faxes;
excise tax on certain services; provide for. Creates new act.
POSITION: Oppose.

HB 5831 (Steele) Crimes: terrorism; Crimes: penalties. Crimes: ter-
rorism; penalties for acts of terrorism; modify. Amends sec. 543f of
1931 PA 328 (MCL 750.543f).

HB 5907 (St. Germaine) Criminal procedure: sentencing. Criminal
procedure: sentencing; mandatory sentencing for certain crimes in
the vehicle code; require. Amends secs. 601b, 602q, 617 & 625
of 1949 PA 300 (MCL 257.601b et seq.).

HB 5908 (St. Germaine) Criminal procedure: sentencing. Criminal pro-
cedure: sentencing; mandatory sentencing for certain crimes in the
riots act; require. Amends sec. 4 of 1968 PA 302 (MCL 752.544).

HB 5909 (Hoadley) Criminal procedure: sentencing. Criminal procedure:
sentencing; mandatory sentencing for certain crimes in the Medicaid
false claim act; require. Amends sec. 6 of 1977 PA 72 (MCL 400.606).

HB 5910 (Wozniak) Criminal procedure: sentencing. Criminal proce-
dure: sentencing; mandatory sentencing for certain crimes in the social

welfare act; require. Amends sec. 60 of 1939 PA 280 (MCL 400.60).

HB 5911 (Bruck) Criminal procedure: sentencing. Criminal procedure:
senfencing; mandatory sentencing for certain crimes in the identity
theft act; require. Amends sec. 9 of 2004 PA 452 (MCL 445.69).

HB 5912 (Johnsen) Criminal procedure: sentencing. Criminal proce-
dure: sentencing; mandatory sentencing for certain crimes regard-
ing contraband in jails; require. Amends secs. 2, 2a, 3 & 5 of

1981 PA 7 (MCL 801.262 et seq.).

HB 5913 (Johnsen) Criminal procedure: sentencing. Criminal proce-
dure: sentencing; mandatory sentencing for certain crimes regard-

ing contraband in prisons; require. Amends secs. 1, 3, 3a & 5 of

1909 PA 17 (MCL 800.281 et seq.).

HB 5914 (Schuette) Criminal procedure: sentencing. Criminal pro-
cedure: sentencing; mandatory sentencing for certain crimes in the

public health code; require. Amends (See bill).

HB 5915 (Kuhn) Criminal procedure: sentencing. Criminal procedure:
sentencing; mandatory sentencing for certain crimes in the sex offender

registration act; require. Amends sec. 9 of 1994 PA 295 (MCL 28.729).

HB 5916 (Kuhn) Criminal procedure: sentencing. Criminal proce-
dure: sentencing; mandatory sentencing for certain crimes in the
revised judicature act; require. Amends sec. 2950 of 1961 PA 236
(MCL 600.2950).

HB 5917 (Pavlov) Criminal procedure: sentencing. Criminal procedure:
sentencing; mandatory sentencing for certain crimes; require. Amends
(See bill) & repeals sec. 145g of 1931 PA 328 (MCL 750.145g).

HB 5918 (Pavlov) Criminal procedure: sentencing guidelines. Crim-

inal procedure: sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines for

certain crimes; update. Amends (See bill).
POSITION: Oppose the legislation to the extent that the bills would
limit judicial discretion by imposing a mandatory minimum sen-
tence of incarceration. (Position adopted via roll-call vote. Commis-
sioners voting in support of the position: Anderson, Barton, Barr,
Bryant, Burrell, Christenson, Clark, Clay, Crowley, Davis, Detzler,
Easterly, Eccleston, Evans, Hamameh, Howlett, Kitchen-Troop, Lars-
en, Lerner, Liggins, Low, Lowe, Luckenbach, Mansoor, Mantese,
Mason, Murray, M., Murray, T., Ohanesian, Perkins, Simmons,
Timmons. Commissioner abstaining from vofing: Liggins.)

HB 6028 (McFall) Courts: veteran'’s court; Veterans: other. Courts: veter-

an’s court; veterans freatment court; modify. Amends secs. 1200, 1201,

1203, 1205, 1206 & 1209 of 1961 PA 236 (MCL 600.1200 et seq.).
POSITION: Support.

HB 6081 (Kuhn) Criminal procedure: preliminary examination;
Criminal procedure: evidence. Criminal procedure: preliminary
examination; certain rules and procedures for conducting a pre-
liminary examination; revise. Amends sec. 11b, ch. VIl of 1927 PA
175 (MCL 766.11b) & adds sec. 11c to ch. VI.
POSITION: Oppose. (Position adopted via roll-call vote. Commis-
sioners vofing in support of the position: Anderson, Barton, Bry-
ant, Burrell, Clark, Clay, Crowley, Davis, Detzler, Easterly, Eccleston,
Evans, Hamameh, Howlett, Kitchen-Troop, Larsen, Lerner, Liggins,
Low, Lowe, Luckenbach, Mansoor, Mantese, Mason, Murray, M.,



Murray, T., Ohanesian, Perkins, Shapiro, Simmons, Timmons. Com-
missioner vofing in opposition of the position: Holloman.)

HB 6092 (Hope) Criminal procedure: DNA. Criminal procedure:
DNA,; postconviction DNA testing; modify. Amends sec. 16, ch. X
of 1927 PA 175 (MCL 770.16).

POSITION: Support.

HB 6110 (MacDonell) Civil procedure: civil actions; Civil rights: other.

Civil procedure: civil actions; violation of constitutionally or legally

provided civil rights; provide a cause of action for. Creates new act.
POSITION: Support in concept. (Position adopted via roll-call vote.
Commissioners voting in support of the position: Anderson, Bar-
ton, Bryant, Burrell, Clark, Clay, Crowley, Davis, Detzler, Easterly,
Eccleston, Evans, Hamameh, Holloman, Howlett, Kitchen-Troop,
Larsen, Lerner, Low, Lowe, Luckenbach, Mansoor, Mantese, Ma-
son, Murray, M., Murray, T., Ohanesian, Perkins, Shapiro, Sim-
mons, Timmons. Commissioner abstaining from voting: Liggins.)

SB 0909 (Chang) Civil procedure: remedies; Civil procedure: evi-
dence. Civil procedure: remedies; wrongful imprisonment compen-
sation act; modify evidence requirements. Amends secs. 2, 4, 5 &
7 of 2016 PA 343 (MCL 691.1752 et seq.).

POSITION: Support.

SB 1089 (Chang) Courts: funding. Courts: funding; frial court funding;
provide for. Amends secs. 880d, 8727 & 8827 of 1961 PA 236
(MCL 600.880d et seq.); adds secs. 1495, 1496 & 1497 & repeals
secs. 8729 & 8829 of 1961 PA 236 (MCL 600.8729 & 600.8829).

SB 1090 (Damoose) Courts: funding. Courts: funding; trial court
funding; provide for. Amends sec. 13, ch. Il, secs. Tk & 5, ch. IX &
secs. 1, 3, 3c & 3e, ch. Xl of 1927 PA 175 [MCL762.13 et seq.).

SB 1091 (Cavanagh) Courts: funding. Courts: funding; trial court

funding; provide for. Amends sec. 907 of 1949 PA 300 (MCL

257.907) & repeals sec. 908 of 1949 PA 300 (MCL 257.908).
POSITION: Support the legislation with an additional amend-
ment adding a fourth factor to the proposed indigency de-
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termination: An individual determined to be indigent under
the MIDC standard for the purpose of appointing counsel in a
criminal matter should be presumed indigent for the purpose
of assessments issued at sentencing.

IN THE HALL OF JUSTICE
Proposed Addition of Rule 2.114 and Amendment of Rule 7.209
of the Michigan Court Rules (ADM File No. 2026-10) - Special Mo-
tions Under the Uniform Public Expression Protection Act; Bond;
Stay of Proceedings (See Michigan Bar Journal June 2026, 53).
STATUS: Comment Period Expires 8/1/26; Public Hearing to
be Scheduled.
POSITION: Support.

Proposed Addition of Rule 6.426 and Amendments of Rules 7.216
and 7.315 of the Michigan Court Rules (ADM File No. 2024-15) -
Appointment of Appellate Counsel Following Remand by Michigan
Supreme Court; Miscellaneous Relief; Opinions, Orders, and Judg-
ments (See Michigan Bar Journal June 2026, 53).

STATUS: Comment Period Expires 8/1/26; Public Hearing to

be Scheduled.

POSITION: Support.

Proposed Amendment of Rule 7.316 of the Michigan Court Rules
(ADM File No. 2024-34) - Miscellaneous Relief (See Michigan Bar
Journal June 2026, 53).
STATUS: Comment Period Expires 8/1/26; Public Hearing to
be Scheduled.
POSITION: Support ADM File No. 2024-34 with an addition-
al amendment allowing 14 days to file a late application for
leave to appeal.

Proposed Adoption of Administrative Order No. 2026-X (ADM File
No. 2025-30) - Pilot Project to Study Informal Domestic Relations
Docket (See Michigan Bar Journal June 2026, 53).

STATUS: Comment Period Expires 8/1/26; Public Hearing to

be Scheduled.

POSITION: Oppose.
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George Clifton Edwards, Jr.

BY JOHN R. RUNYAN, JR.

AND CARRIE SHARLOW

In 1934, when George Clifton Edwards, Jr. graduated from Har-
vard University with a master’s degree in literature, he had great
plans for his future. He “wanted to help (1) end war; (2) end pov-
erty; (3) end race injustice. In [his] spare time [he] thought [he] might
try writing the great American novel.”! Nowhere in that idealistic list
of goals was a venture into the practice or profession of law.

After all, his father, grandfather, and at least one uncle were at-
torneys, and that was enough for one family. In fact, his father,
George C. Edwards, Sr., was working very hard at fulfilling his
own mission to end war, poverty, and racial injustice. George, Sr.
initially started his professional career as a teacher — including
beginning a night school for the local mill workers? — before he
was fired for his vocal inferest in socialism and various extracur-
ricular activities, one of which involved editing and publishing a
prolabor newspaper.® After his dismissal, George, Sr. read law
in his father’s office and was admitted to the Texas bar. His first
criminal case was utterly horrific and ended without a trial when the
African American defendant was forcibly removed from the court-
room and lynched by a mob.* George, Sr. — never one to hide his
light under a bushel — condemned the “frenzied barbarians” in a
non-anonymous editorial in the weekly labor newspaper.® Before
long, George, Sr. was known as “the labor lawyer, the ACLU law-
yer, the NAACP lawyer” in town; this was in addition to being an
avowed socialist, in favor of Prohibition, and vehemently anti-KKK.¢

George, Jr. was born in 1914, the baby of the family, the only son
and youngest surviving child. The early years of the family were
filled with tragedy as the older Edwards put their money where
their mouths were and resided in the same cotton mill district as
their nightschool students.” Their first two children — Purnell® and
Elva Gray® — died of dysentery as infants, and both George, Sr.
and his wife Octavia contracted tuberculosis.'® Not surprisingly, the
parents were particularly protective over their two surviving chil-
dren. George, Jr. recalled spending many days in bed, missing

school, due to a cold or the thought of a cold or other childhood
ailment.' In a contradictory fashion, these multiple missed days ac-
tually caused him to be leaps and bounds ahead of his classmates;
both of his parents were trained teachers, and with nothing to do in
a sickbed, George, Jr. read. At age 15, he graduated high school
near the top of his class.?

That was also the same year he decided that he would not go into
the law. He'd helped in his father’s law office most summers and
watched some trials, even assisting in the investigation for one.
But he also read — by parental command — Blackstone’s Com-
mentaries. It was dry and unexciting, and he read it with “all the
comprehension [he] would have brought to Sanskrit” and decided
that the law was not for him."

Instead, he headed off to Southern Methodist University, ready to
study literature, set to become an author. He graduated in three
years, again near the top of his class, and at 19 — when most of
his peers were finishing their first year of college — George left
Texas for Massachusetts to obtain a further degree in literature from
Harvard.'# He was so eager to change the world and start his novel
that he skipped the graduation ceremony in 1934.1%

After a two-year stint as an organizer for the League for Industrial
Democracy, a “social reform agency,”’® George relocated to De-
troit. There are conflicting recollections about the move Midwest.
Most regularly referenced is that George headed to Detroit to con-
duct research for his great American novel.'”” And while that expla-
nation would suit this article perfectly, it's more likely that George
moved to Detroit for the same reason that many people did in the
1930s: a good job in the auto industry.'®

He arrived in the city during the labor union upheaval of the 1930s
and promptly became involved with the UAW. Before long, George
was using his organization skills to the benefit of the UAW, and even-
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tually he was appointed “national director of the Welfare Depart-
ment of the [UAW].”'? In 1937, he took part in a sitdown strike and
was sentenced to 30 days in jail for defying a court order to vacate
the plant.?% In an ironic twist, that sentencing judge, Circuit Judge
Arthur Webster, would later hold George's robe during the younger
man’s swearing-in ceremony as a probate judge 14 years later.?’

His dislike of Blackstone’s dry writing notwithstanding, George
started aftending classes at the Detroit College of Law, contrary to his
earlier professional inclinations. He received a Certificate of Com-
pletion in 1944 and a Juris Doctor several years later,?? in between
studies, service with the Detroit Housing Commission and the Detroit
Common Council, and military service during World War 11.2°

Upon his return from war, George returned to the law (practicing
with Theodore Bohn, who would go on to his own judicial career)?
and the Detroit Common Council, where he would serve four
terms.?® Of course, the next stepping-stone was the office of mayor,
and George threw his hat into the race.

The city was at a crossroads. Heavy migration during the war years
had doubled the Black population, and opposition to integration
was forcing much of that portion of the population to live in densely
populated enclaves east of Woodward Avenue. Accordingly, hous-
ing emerged as a principal issue in the election. With his vocal de-
sire to “end racial injustice,” George didn’t stand a chance against
the conservative city treasurer, Albert Cobo, a man now known for
his divisive legacy.

In her 1998 book about Edwards, Bridging the River of Hatred,
historian Mary Stolberg writes that Cobo “draped his opinions with
a racially neutral patina, which did little to obscure his underly-
ing racist message. His opposition to public housing was directed
mostly at African American residents, and he was vocally against
infegrated housing.”?¢ In contrast, Edwards saw his campaign as a
“civic crusade,” which Stolberg described as a drive to “modernize
city government, extend services to the poor and offer racial jus-
tice.”?” His plans also included an ambitious wish list: improvement
of the riverfront, expanding public recreational facilities, “construc-
tion of a municipal auditorium,” and even a new airport.?¢ By the
end of the election period, the results were surely not shocking to
anyone: Cobo won in a landslide.?” George — bitter by his loss —
returned to the practice of law, and the media predicted his public
career was at an end.*°

They were wrong; instead, he moved to another political arena. In
September 1951, he “was appointed probate judge of the Wayne
County”®! Juvenile Court, and in 1954, he was elected to the
Wayne County Circuit Court.32 Two years later, he was appointed
to the Michigan Supreme Court®® and subsequently reelected. He
had made it. Without a doubt, it would be easier to end war, pov-
erty, and race injustice at the top of the state’s legal community.

Then, to the shock of many, Justice Edwards resigned after less
than five years of service. Surely the expectation was that he would
continue his service for many more years and perhaps even reach
the U.S. Supreme Court. Instead, at the height of his legal career,
George resigned from the bench to take a nonjudicial, nonlegal
position as Detroit Police Commissioner.

He was jumping out of a frying pan and into an active volcano. A lit-
tle over a year before Edwards’ appointment, a declaration of “war
on crime” commenced an infamous “crash program” that led to the
arrest of 1,500 African American men over two months during a
murder investigation.®* Over the next several months, “more and
more African Americans were unfairly interrogated, searched, ar-
rested, and brutalized.”? In the midst of the crisis, Commissioner
Edwards took charge of the “4,300 man [police] force.”3¢

"i

Edwards promised “‘vigorous law enforcement’ with equal treat-
ment under the law, which he believe[d] would encourage more
citizens ... to assist the police department in fighting crime.”%” Un-
fortunately, a key player was not interested in playing ball: “from
the outset, the [police] department’s top commanders tried to un-
dermine his efforts, seizing every opportunity to discredit him,”38

including data manipulation.®?

Still, Edwards continued on, working to build the trust of the commu-
nity through promises of greater police professionalism.*® He wanted
to provide higher wages and “promoted human relations training
of officers so that they would understand”4' the constitutional rights
of the city's citizens and “be more sensitive to residents of differ-
ent races and backgrounds.”#? He “pledged to hire more African
American police officers ... [and] guaranteed nondiscrimination in
hiring” and “even promised fo publicly discuss any case where the
[department] rejected a qualified person because of race."* He
vowed to “build bridges of understanding across the river of hate
running through the city.”#* The “multimedia digital exhibit” Detroit
Under Fire noted that when Edwards resigned from his position at
the end of 1963, it was “with a decidedly mixed legacy.”*

Well before that time, Edwards was a wellknown figure across
the country, and there were rumors of a federal appointment.“
He was nominated by President Kennedy to a seat on the United
States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. With Edwards’ his-
tory, the confirmation process must have been fascinating: “the
ABA screening panel did what one official called ‘a double take’
when it discovered that [Edwards] once had been convicted of con-
tempt of court””” — and his involvement in the League for Industrial
Democracy and his father, “the best known Socialist in Texas.”4®
A Judiciary Committee member noted that Edwards’ nomination,
coupled with another, “produced more letters of protest than any
other judicial nominations.”* His confirmation was by no means
a sure thing and even brought objections from the FBI Director J.
Edgar Hoover,* but in the end he was approved by the United



States Senate via voice vote and sworn in on December 20, 1963.
After a lifetime of work, it would be his last job. He served as Chief
Judge of the Sixth Circuit from January 16, 1979, to September
30, 1983, and assumed senior status on January 15, 1985. By the
end of Judge Edwards’ judicial career, he had written over 1,000
signed opinions.

Edwards died 10 years after assuming senior status, over 60 years
after his graduation from Harvard. In the end, he didn't end war
or poverty or even racial injustice. Instead, he served as a “labor
organizer, big city housing director, councilman, council president,
lawyer, juvenile court judge, state circuit judge, state supreme court
justice, Detroit police commissioner, and federal circuit judge,” all
with a lifelong “passion for justice.”®' He never wrote the great Amer-
ican novel either; instead — as he later reminisced — he'd lived it.52

John Runyan served as law clerk to United States
District Judge Stephen J. Roth, who presided over
Bradley v. Milliken, the Detroit school desegregation
case. He is a recipient of the SBM John W. Cum-
miskey Pro Bono Award, the SBM Labor and Em-
ployment Section’s Distinguished Service Award and
the Federal Bar Association’s Cook Friedman Civility
Award. Runyan currently serves as chair of the SBM
standing committee that oversees publication of the

Michigan Bar Journal.

Carrie Sharlow is an administrative assistant at the
State Bar of Michigan.
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Michigan’s new anti-SLAPP law:
The uniform public expression
protection act

BY ALEXANDER S. RUSEK

“Congress shall make no law...abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press...”!

“[]t is the public policy of this state to promote the rights of citizens
to vigorously participate in government”2 and to “[p]rotect citizens
from the chilling effect of retributive and abusive strategic lawsuits
against public participation, commonly referred to as SLAPP suits.”?
To further these public policies, Michigan has become the latest

state to have its version of the Uniform Public Expressions Protection
Act ("UPEPA”) enacted.# For practitioners, the UPEPA represents a
sea change in how defamation, invasion of privacy, tortious inter-
ference, nuisance, or other similar claims will be litigated when
they intersect with protected speech.

This article will address the background of the UPEPA, its purpose,
and the new set of procedures that aim to: “Provid[e] for expedited



judicial review[;]” “Provid[e] for a stay on discovery and other time
and money consuming maneuvers during the expedited judicial re-
view([;]” “Proscrib[e] the evidence that may be considered in the
expedited judicial review[;]” “Establish the burden of proof for the
expedited judicial review[;]” and “Provid[e] for sanctions.”’

Background and Purpose of Anti-SLAPP Legislation

On their face, strategic lawsuits against public participation
(“SLAPP”) bring causes of action for defamation or similar, but their
true goal is not to prevail on the claims, but to intimidate and finan-
cially exhaust defendants. The Uniform Law Commission (“ULC”)
has set forth that “[t]hese kinds of abusive lawsuits are particularly
troublesome when defendants find themselves targeted for exercis-
ing their constitutional rights to publish and speak freely, petition
the government, and associate with others.”®

Starting in the early 1990s,” states began enacting legislation to
provide methods to dismiss SLAPP cases in a judicially efficient and
economical manner by providing a path to early dismissal. Mich-
igan has now joined the more than 30 states that have enacted
anti-SLAPP legislation, by and through the UPEPA, which permits
a defendant to file a motion to dismiss a SLAPP at its onset while
also staying discovery in the case (except in certain limited cir-
cumstances). According to the ULC, the model UPEPA serves two
purposes: (1) Protection of “individuals’ rights to petition and speak
freely on issues of public interest;” and (2) Simultaneous protection
of “the rights of people and entities to file meritorious lawsuits for
real injuries.”®

THE UPEPA'S “ELIGIBLE CAUSES OF ACTION”

Before taking any action under the UPEPA, a litigant must first es-
tablish that the action they seek to dismiss under the UPEPA is an
“eligible cause of action.”® An “eligible cause of action” must arise
after March 24, 2026 and be based on one of the following: (1)
“A communication by the person in a legislative, executive, judi-
cial, administrative, or other governmental proceeding[;]"° (2) “A
communication by the person on an issue under consideration or
review in a legislative, executive, judicial, administrative, or other
governmental proceeding;”"" or (3) “The person’s exercise of the
right of freedom of speech or of the press, the right to assemble
or petition the government for a redress of grievances, or the right
of association, guaranteed by the United States Constitution or the
state constitution of 1963 on a matter of public concern.”!?

However, some eligible causes of action are exempt from the
UPEPA's procedures.’® An otherwise eligible cause of action is not
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eligible if “[i]t is against a person primarily engaged in the business
of selling or leasing goods or services if the cause of action arises
out of a communication related to the person’s sale or lease of the
goods or services.”' Further, otherwise eligible causes of action are
not eligible if the claim is made by an individual for a violation of:

o The Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act, 1976 PA 453, MCL 37.2101
to 37.2804;

¢ The Persons with Disabilities Civil Rights Act, 1976 PA 220,
MCL 37.1101 to 37.1607;

¢ The Whistleblowers' Protection Act, 1980 PA 469, MCL
15.361 to 15.369;

¢ The Worker's Disability Compensation Act of 1969, 1969 PA
317, MCL 418.101 to 418.941;

e The Freedom of Information Act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231
to 15.246;

e Title VIl of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 USC 2000e to
2000e-17, including, but not limited to, the Pregnancy Discrim-
ination Act, 42 USC 2000e(k);

o Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 20 USC 1681
to 1689;

¢ The Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967, 29 USC
621 to 634;

¢ The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Public Law 101-336;

¢ The Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993, Public Law 103-3; and

o The Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, 29 USC 201 to 219.1

For eligible causes of action, the next step is for a litigant to file a
“special motion for expedited relief” (“Special Motion”) under the

UPEPA's procedures.'®

THE UPEPA’S SPECIAL MOTION
AND STAY OF PROCEEDINGS

Not later than 60 days after being served with a complaint or other
pleading that asserts an eligible cause of action, a party may file
a Special Motion seeking “to dismiss the action or part of the ac-
tion.”1” However, the filing timeframe may be extended by a court
for good cause shown.'® Under Michigan Court Rule 2.114(B), a
Special Motion “must also include a statement that the motion is a
special motion being filed pursuant to MCL 691.1853 et seq. and
state the basis for the motion under MCL 691.1857."1¢

After a Special Motion has been properly filed, all proceedings be-
tween the moving party and responding party, including discovery
and pending hearings or motions, are stayed (except in specific,
limited circumstances).?° If there are other parties to the action not
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subject to the Special Motion, then the moving party may move to
stay discovery and pending hearings and motions “if the hearing or
ruling on the motion would adjudicate, or the discovery would re-
late to, an issue material” to the Special Motion.?! The stay remains
in effect until the entry of an order ruling on the Special Motion and
the expiration of the time for the moving party to appeal the order??
or the conclusion of an appeal by the moving party.?

However, a judge does have authority under the UPEPA to allow
limited discovery “if a party shows that specific information is nec-
essary to establish whether a party has satisfied or failed to satisfy a
burden under [the UPEPA]"?4 and the “information is not reasonably
available unless discovery is allowed.” A motion for costs, attorney
fees, and expenses under the UPEPA is not subject to the stay,?’
nor does the stay prevent a party’s ability to voluntarily dismiss
the action or parts of the action (but not without consequences).?
If a party appeals an order on a Special Motion, all “proceedings
between all parties in the action are stayed until the conclusion of
the appeal.”?

UPEPA HEARINGS AND APPEALS

The UPEPA and Michigan Court Rule 2.114, et seq. create a frame-
work for courts to hear Special Motions. This framework will be famil-
iar to practitioners that have brought or defended motions for sum-
mary disposition under Michigan Court Rules 2.116(C)(8) (failure
to state a claim on which relief can be granted) and 2.116(C)(10)
(except as to the amount of damages, there is no genuine issue as
to any material fact, and the moving party is entitled to judgment or
partial judgment as a matter of law).?

A hearing on a Special Motion must be held not later than 60 days
after the Special Motion is filed, unless the court permits limited
discovery or for good cause.?’ If limited discovery is permitted, then
the hearing must be held within 60 days after the court orders the
discovery.® A court shall rule on a Special Motion not later than 60
days after the hearing on the Special Motion.?!

When ruling on a Special Motion, similar to a ruling on a motion
for summary disposition under MCR 2.116(C)(10), a judge shall
“consider the pleadings, the motion, any reply or response to the
motion, affidavits, depositions, admissions, or other documentary
evidence.”3? A court “shall dismiss with prejudice” an action or part
of an action when certain conditions are met.?3 Further, the UPEPA
“must be broadly construed and applied to protect the exercise of
the right of freedom of speech and of the press, the right to assem-
ble and petition the government for a redress of grievances, and
the right of association, guaranteed by the United States Constitu-
tion and the state constitution of 1963."34

First, to prevail on a Special Motion, the moving party must prove
that the cause of action is an eligible cause of action under the
UPEPA.35 Correspondingly, the responding party must fail to es-

tablish that the cause of action is not an eligible cause of action.3
Second, one of the following must occur:

1. “The responding party fails to establish a prima facie case as
to each essential element of the cause of action[;]"¥ or

2. The moving party establishes that the responding party either:
“failed to state a cause of action on which relief can be grant-
ed[,]"%® or that “[t]here is no genuine issue as to any material
fact and the moving party is entitled to judgment as a matter
of law on the action or part of the action.” %

UPEPA litigation will likely look to interpretations of MCR 2.116(C)(8)
and MCR 2.116(C)(10) for guidance until Michigan’s appellate
courts weigh in on the UPEPA. Importantly, if a Special Motion is
denied or denied in part, the moving party may appeal as a matter
of right.° Appeals must be filed not later than 21 days after the en-
try of the order and must be filed in accordance with MCR 7.204,
et seq.*! The stay in the trial court will remain in effect during the
pendency of the appeal.*?

UPEPA FEE SHIFTING AND SANCTIONS

In addition to establishing the process to file and have a Special
Motion heard, the UPEPA also establishes a mandatory fee-shifting
framework that practitioners should take note of.4* Under the
UPEPA, a court must “award court costs, reasonable attorney fees,
and reasonable litigation expenses related to the special motion”
to the moving party if the moving party prevails on the Special
Motion.#4 Conversely, a court must “award court costs, reasonable
attorney fees, and reasonable litigation expenses related to the spe-
cial motion” to the responding party if it “prevails on the motion
and the court finds that the motion was frivolous or filed solely with
intent fo delay the proceeding.”*®

A responding party cannot voluntarily dismiss an action or part of
an action without prejudice to purposefully avoid sanctions under
the UPEPA, as such a dismissal “does not affect a moving party’s
right to obtain a ruling on [a] motion and seek costs, attorney fees,
and expenses under [the UPEPA].”#¢ Importantly, if a responding
party voluntarily dismisses an action or part of an action under
the UPEPA with prejudice, then the dismissal “establishes for the
purpose of [the UPEPA] that the moving party prevailed on the
motion.”#” As discussed above, a motion for sanctions under the
UPEPA is not subject to a stay under the UPEPA 48

CONCLUSION

As courts begin to interpret and apply the UPEPA, litigators must quickly
understand and adapt to its expedited framework and mechanics to
effectively advocate for their clients. By imposing mandatory stays of
discovery, demanding early evidentiary showings, and shifting the
financial risk of litigation via attorney fee awards, the UPEPA aims
to ensure that the courtroom cannot be used as a tool for censorship.
Only time will tell if the UPEPA accomplishes this lofty goal.
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Freedom of the Press <https://perma.cc/RG3X-KHGH> (accessed June 18, 2026). 41.MCL 691.1859; MCR 2.114(E).

8. See Prefatory Note, supran 6 at 3. 42.MCL 691.1854(3); MCR 7.209(E)(8).
9. MCL 691.1852(1)(d){iHii. 43.MCL 691.1860; MCR 2.114(F).

10. MCL 691.1852(1)(d)(i). 44. MCL 691.1860(a); MCR 2.114(F)(1)(a).
11.MCL 691.1852(1)(d)i). 45.MCL 691.1860(b); MCR 2.114(F)(1)(b).
12. MCL 691.1852(1)(d){ii. 46.MCL 691.1857(2); MCR 2.114(F)(2).
13. MCL 691.1852(1)(d)(2). 47.MCL 691.1857(3); MCR 2.114(F)(1)(a).
14.MCL 691.1852(2)(a). 48.MCL 691.1854(5); MCR 2.114(F)(3).
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The will to change

BY JOSEPH KIMBLE

Why do legal writers resist or dismiss plain language? | addressed
that question in my book Writing for Dollars, Writing to Please:
“You can point to an assortment of reasons . . ., but . . . they
come down to . . . lack of will, lack of skill, and lack of time.”" I've
explored each of these three reasons in more detail in the book.

This column will be a test—primarily of writers’ will to change.
Why2 Because I'll offer four prime examples of needless, anti-
quated formalisms that would take no skill and no time to eradicate.
You merely need the will to wipe them out.

Before getting to the examples, let me repeat what | said about
lack of will:

[If] has its own fairly obvious causes. Probably the main
one is the twofisted grip of habit and pure inertiq,
admittedly powerful forces. It's usually easier to do things
the old way—to copy an old form, for instance, or to fall
back on jargon. Another cause is a false notion of power
and prestige, of being in control, of having the status con-
ferred by a mysterious and seemingly magical language.
Yet another is a belief in the very myths addressed in this
part of the book, along with a profoundly misplaced con-
fidence in traditional style—by writers who must not real-
ize how ineffective, inefficient, unnecessary, and prone to
uncertainty that style is.2

| need to emphasize that writing in plain language is a skill
acquired through hard work; that it involves dozens of guide-
lines and techniques; and that it requires reading, practice, and
critique.® But anyone who cannot take the teeny-tiny steps of cutting
the four formalisms in boldface below is forever stuck.

Now comes the plaintiff, blah, blah, blah. This column is in its 42nd
year. Early on, in October 1987, we did one of the first surveys that
tested reader preferences for plain language versus legalese. We
asked participants fo check off their preference for the A or B ver-
sion of six different paragraphs from various legal documents. We
did not identify the choices as either “legalese” or “plain English.”
We received responses from 425 Michigan judges and lawyers.
The same study was later repeated in three other states—Florida,
Louisiana, and Texas. And in all four states, the participants pre-

ferred the plainlanguage version by margins running from 80%
to 86%.4

One of the six choices was between two versions of how to begin
a complaint:

A[ ] Now comes the above named John Smith, plaintiff
herein, by and through Darrow & Holmes, his attorneys of
record, and shows unto this Honorable Court as follows:

B[ ] For his complaint, the plaintiff says:

So here's the question. How do you begin your complaints2 If you
follow something like the A model, why—when other readers,
including judges, overwhelmingly prefer the B model2 And if you
have never seen these results until now, will you change?

Know all men by these presents. Another otiose opener. A while
ago, | hired a property-law expert to prepare some documents for
me. When he sent me the draft of one of them, it began with this
silly phrase. (Bryan Garner calls it a “flotsam phrase—as sexist as
it is inscrutable to most readers—that needlessly begins many legal
documents.”%) At the end of a phone call discussing some of the

"Plain Llanguage,” edited by Joseph Kimble, has been a regular feature of the Michigan Bar Journal for 42 years. To contribute an arficle, contact Prof. Kimble at Cooley
Llaw School, 300 S. Capitol Ave., Lansing, MI 48933, or af kimblej@cooley.edu. For an index of past columns, visit www.michbar.org/plainlanguage.



substantive matters in the documents, | gently kidded the lawyer
for using it. When he sent me the final draft, it was gone. Easy as
can be.

Further affiant sayeth naught. Now we turn to formalistic end-
ings. This one, of course, still appears at the end of many affida-
vits—a further testament to habit and inertia. The commentators
call it a “gratuitous traditional tagline of legalese”® and “useless
verbiage.”” It “[a]dds nothing to sense.”® You should “use [if] not.”?

In Witness Whereof, blah, blah, blah. |
presented with a publishing contract that ended like this: “IN
WITNESS WHEREOF we have hereunto affixed our hands and
, two thousand twenty five.”
You will see different versions of this concluding paragraph (before

was  recently

seals this day of

the signature block), but they are all “overblown,”1° “extravagantly
verbose,”!" “flourishes of a style long dead.”'? Thomas Haggard
calls In Witness Whereof “an antique phrase” and proclaims that
“nothing has contributed more to the bad reputation of legal writing
than these archaic phrases.”!®

Is this clause needed at all2 Garner doesn’t use it in a sample
contract, but settles for a signature block with names and titles (the
effective date having been stated earlier).' Kenneth Adams gives
arguments for and against having a concluding clause, but offers
this example if drafters decide to include one: “Each party is signing
this agreement on the date specified for that party’s signature.”'s
Notice: no In Witness Whereof.

So there you have it: four hopelessly antiquated expressions. The
second and third should be liquidated entirely. The first and fourth
(if needed at all) can easily be replaced with plain language, if
lawyers have the will to do it. Maybe then they could start moving
on to all the harder parts of plain writing.

A shorter version of this column appeared in the ABA Journal’s Your
Voice online column.
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Joseph Kimble taught legal writing for 30 years at Cooley
Law School. His fourth and latest book is Essentials for Drafi-
ing Clear Legal Rules (with Bryan Garner). He is a senior editor
of The Scribes Journal of Legal Writing, editor of the Redlines
column in Judicature, and a drafting consultant on all federal
court rules. He led the work of redrafting the Federal Rules
of Civil Procedure, Federal Rules of Evidence, and Michigan
Rules of Evidence. In 2023, he won a Roberts P Hudson
Award from the State Bar of Michigan. In 2024, he won the
Golden Pen Award from the Legal Writing Institute.
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Group, 2003), pp 318, 320.

14. Garner, The Redbook, pp 582, 591.

15. Adams, A Manual of Style for Contract Drafting (Chicago: ABA Publishing, 5th
ed, 2023), pp 169-170.

SERVING

MICHIGAN ATTORNEYS

46,000 +



http://www.michbar.org

3 O MICHIGAN BARJOURNAL | JULY/AUGUST 2026

BEST PRACTICES

Land contract

best practices

BY KYLER MCGILLICUDDY

A once popular option for selling property, seller financing (land con-
tracts) has been largely overshadowed in the last 50 years by the con-
ventional mortgage market. The sheer size of the conventional mort-
gage market has made the necessary documents standardized and
easy to obtain. However, in this current tight real estate market, land
contracts are becoming more common as a means of selling property.

For clients who own property, the benefits of a land contract are
fairly obvious: cash down payments, profit from the interest rate,
potentially steady payments, and retention of legal title to the prop-
erty during its pendency. In addition, there is the ability to sell the
land contract outright in the secondary real estate market. On the
flip side, a land contract can be an excellent path to homeowner-
ship for a client who does not qualify for a conventional mortgage.

However, in spite of their growing appeal, most land contracts are
written by individuals or drafted without the help of a knowledge-
able attorney. This article is intended to provide a basic introduc-
tion to land contracts, guidance for basic drafting, and tips to pass
along to clients looking to sell in this manner.

THE BASICS

Land contracts and traditional mortgages both accomplish the same
task but by different means — that is, by securing a debt with different
collateral property. While the outcome is basically the same, the legal
ownership, documentation, assignment, and recovery options do vary.

As to legal ownership, land contracts transfer use of the property to
the vendee (buyer), while the vendor (seller) retains legal title until
the vendee fully performs. Rather than having a separate mortgage
and promissory note, a land contract is both the security and the
obligation all in one and can be transferred by assignment or deed.

Another unique characteristic of a land contract is recovery of the
property via forfeiture rather than foreclosure. While forfeiture is gen-

erally quicker, and less expensive, there are some drawbacks, the
largest being limitations in monetary recoveries. When considering
a land contract, make sure to review the legal requirements for for-
feiture, starting with the statutes governing summary proceedings.'

DRAFTING BASICS

Though land contracts differ from traditional mortgages, many of the
provisions will be substantially similar. At a minimum, make sure to
include provisions detailing the parties, the property’s legal descrip-
tion, repayment, responsibility for taxes and insurance, fitle being
conveyed, default remedies, assignments, other encumbrances, and
costs to close. It is also typical for land contracts to contain provisions
that are more suited to leases than mortgages. Example provisions
include rights to enter and inspect the property after notice, duties to
repair, and prohibitions on waste. Many of these may seem obvious,
or basic contract-drafting skills, but you might be surprised how often
the information is missing or incorrect. This article is not intended to
provide guidance on all the provisions which could be included, but
let's quickly cover a few of the most important.

REPAYMENT

To start, the repayment provisions need to provide specifics on the
terms of repayment. Details to provide include the total contract price,
amount of any down payment, total amount financed, interest rate,
term, payment amount, first and continuing payment date, balloon
payment (if any), and any grace periods and late fees. The payment
amount should indicate whether it is principal and interest only or
includes other expenses, such as homeowners association fees, taxes,
and/or insurance. Also, if you are going to escrow for taxes and insur-
ance, remember to include that the payment amount may increase.

TAXES & INSURANCE

Ensure it is clear which party is responsible for taxes and when that
responsibility begins. Some contracts make the vendor responsible
along with the buyer for reimbursement. However, a better solution

"Best Practices” is a regular column of the Michigan Bar Journal edited by George Strander of the Michigan Bar Journal Committee. To contribute an article,

contact Mr. Strander at gstrander@yahoo.com.
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is to place the responsibility solely on the vendee with, or without,
the funds escrowed by the vendor. Remember when drafting that
some accrued tax will already be owed at the time the land con-
tract is executed. Is the vendor responsible for that amount, or will
the entirety of the next payment be due from the vendee? This may
seem like a trifle, but courts have looked at the payment of taxes
as evidence that a vendee had not defaulted on the contract in the
eyes of the vendor.? Clear responsibility and execution can help in
reclaiming the property or establishing the lack of default.

Regarding hazard insurance, land contracts are unlike any tradi-
tional mortgage, which always requires the owner to provide haz-
ard insurance. Land contracts should clearly define who will be
paying for hazard insurance, the acceptable amount of coverage,
and how the proceeds will be applied in the event the worst occurs.
Should the parties agree to have the vendee insure the property, it is
a good idea to require the vendee to provide proof of the insurance
upon request. In such cases, make sure the insurance is payable to
the vendor and vendee jointly or to the vendor as mortgagee.

Afinal tip here is to include a provision allowing the vendor to pay the past
due taxes and insurance on the vendee's behalf to protect the asset and
add the amount paid back into the principal of the debt if not paid timely.

TITLE

Transferring fitle is another key provision to ensure you get right.
Properly drafted, this should specify that title is only delivered to
the buyer after full performance of the contract. Further, it needs
to detail what kind of title is being delivered (quit claim, warranty,
efc.). Quit claim is most common, as warranty deeds can get a bit
tricky if the seller later decides to allow the buyer to assume an
underlying mortgage and take title early. A title policy, or search at
a minimum, is prudent to ensure the property isn't already encum-
bered or affected by other ownership interests.

Be careful with title transfers, as another aspect of a land contract
is that a vendor's interest in the contract transfers with the land by
deed. A vendor may accidentally convey their interest in the con-
tract without knowing it. Estate planning is most often the reason a
vendor may do this, transferring the property to a family member
without considering the underlying land contract. It has been my
experience that some vendors will also title the property without the
contract being completed for almost no reason at all. Either way,
make sure your client is informed up front, and hopefully it will save
you some headaches on the back end.

DEFAULT REMEDIES

Land contracts have three options for recovery in the event of buyer
default: breach of contract, forfeiture, and foreclosure. Breach of con-
tract and foreclosure claims are both available even if not written in the
contract. However, forfeiture is only an option if it is included, in the
contract. While all three remedies do not have to be included, it is best
to do so to provide the seller with options in the event of default.
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ASSIGNMENTS

Unless otherwise prohibited, land contracts are assignable by ei-
ther party. In the secondary market, sellers of land contracts do not
want the vendee to be free to assign their interest to another. This
ensures their due diligence on the current vendee is not wasted and
helps determine the risk in purchasing the contract. So, from a ven-
dor's perspective, it is best to prohibit the vendee from assigning
the contract while allowing the vendor to assign their interest in the
event they wish to sell the contract. From the vendee’s perspective,
they may want the flexibility to allow the contract to be assumed if
they run into payment problems or need to move. However, most
vendors don't allow this for the reasons mentioned above.

OTHER ENCUMBRANCES

Often, vendors have underlying mortgages which take priority over
the land contract. What happens if the vendor defaults on the un-
derlying mortgage? In this situation, it is best to allow the vendee to
take over the payments and pay the underlying mortgage directly on
the vendor’s behalf. Even if the property is currently free and clear,
it makes sense to include a provision which limits the vendor from
taking a mortgage on the property, or which limits the amount of the
indebtedness to less than the balance now due on the land contract.

COST TO CLOSE

Most people might associate costs fo close with traditional mortgages
but forget that land contracts also have expenses. Deed preparation,
recording, fifle searches, and transfer taxes are all applicable. Transfer
taxes especially often get missed because the tax isn't applicable until the
legal ownership officially changes hands.? Transfer tax in Michigan is by
statute the obligation of the seller, and since the official transfer happens
well after execution of the contract, the seller may be caught off guard.

OTHER TIPS

Most attorneys, and vendors, are unaware that a market exists for
the sale of executed land contracts. As stated at the beginning, this
article is written keeping that idea in mind. The existence of the
market opens up opportunities for vendors down the road that might
not be considered when drafting the contract. Following the tips pre-
sented, you should have a decent handle on the basics of drafting
a land contract. And don't forget, once the land contract is properly
drafted and executed, make sure it gets recorded with the county!

Born and raised in Michigan, Kyler McGillicuddy graduated from Brooklyn Law
School in 2008. He is licensed in both NY and MI and is currently an executive with
First National Bank of America, where he has been for over 10 years. His experience
in this area comes from exposure to the acquisition of thousands of existing land
contracts from private sellers by the bank, and every problem that accompanies.
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2. In re Estate of Mullen, unpublished per curiam opinion of the Court of Appeals,
issued July 26, 2011 (Docket No. 298039).

3. MCL 207.505.

4. MCL 207.502.
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LIBRARIES & LEGAL RESEARCH

Finding court records:
few tips & tricks

BY ALLIE PENN, PHD

Court documents are such an essential part of the work we do, but
they can often be a little tricky to track down. While there are dif-
ferent databases that can aggregate information, many states and
counties operate in ways that work best for them. For researchers,
this leads to mixed results when trying to locate information.

A first step for me, as a law librarian, is the litigation resourc-
es within Westlaw, Lexis, and Bloomberg. These tools (Westlaw
dockets,! Courtlink,? and Bloomberg Dockets®) aggregate the data
that is available online and compile the information in one place
for users. It is a great starting point to see what immediately turns
up. It can also be helpful if it is unclear where a business was
located, and/or if information is needed about which additional
courts need to be reviewed.

Other court docket aggregators, such as Trellis* and Case Portal® (for-
merly known as Courthouse News Service), are available and can
be utilized for reviewing court cases. These tools allow for reviewing
dockets and documents and tracking potential new cases that may
be filed. These types of resources can be beneficial for business de-
velopment, allowing for increased awareness of newly filed cases.

In Michigan, we are fortunate to have MiCOURT Case Search.
SWhile it does still require researchers to review content by court, it is
an incredible resource. It enables locating those smaller court cases
that can often be missed. If a county of residence for an individual,
or place of operation for a business entity is known, the MiCourt
database can be a game changer. The system does have limitations.
As noted, it does not allow system wide searching, only by indi-
vidual court. Bulk downloading of data from the site is not possible,
and there are limits within different courts about what is available.

When it comes to locating a Michigan appellate document or
case, many of the items are available in one place. The Michigan
Courts website has links to the most recent Court of Appeals opin-
ions, Supreme Court opinions and orders, and dockets showing
the case history for each case.” Moreover, it has a process for
ordering other documents from the case history that it doesn’t auto-
matically provide online.?

The individual courts of Michigan operate under individual policies
and procedures. Some have robust online systems that allow docu-
ments to be ordered online via that portal and deliver the documents
directly via email. Other courts have thorough websites with case his-
tories and directions on how to order court records. Some still require
in-person ordering for the best results. Each court operates in the way
that works best for it. If the court is new to a researcher, it can take
a lot of learning to figure out the best way of accessing the records
needed while also following that individual court's guidelines.

For federal courts, many of the legal research platforms—Bloom-
berg, Lexis, and Westlaw—may provide access to federal court
documents, depending on a firm’s subscription level. Also at hand
is PACER: Public Access to Court Electronic Records.” PACER al-
lows for cost-effective access to documents and is open to the pub-
lic. Anyone can have a PACER account to access documents and
run searches, so long as they can pay for the materials.

The costs for access are, however, important to note. PACER charg-
es nominal fees for accessing records, including charges for name
searches, a $2.40 charge per audio file, and a $0.10 per page ac-
cess fee. They do waive costs under $30.00 per quarter on accounts
and also limit individual document fees to $3.00 per document.’®



State courts have different guidelines. Some charge a $10.00 fee
per search for a person’s name or for a business. Others are happy
to search for users or simply confirm an online search and then
charge a $0.50 per-page copy fee for documents. Each court has
its own policies and fees.

In the age of Al that we live in, | encourage double-checking every-
thing. Interrogate the resources used in the search. Additionally,
there are many scam sites popping up that mimic legitimate court
websites. Lastly, while information is available online, if it doesn't
seem correct, reach out to the court to confirm the case. Another
note is that tracking down any sort of court record can be tricky if
key bits of information, like a date of birth, are unknown. Names
can be very common, and online results may require further dig-
ging to be certain that this is the correct case, entity, or individual.

An important note: a very wise law librarian colleague recently
reminded a group of law librarians that these Westlaw, Lexis, TLO,
efc. reports are all just aggregators. They can be super beneficial
when trying to conduct speedy research, but are by no means
your final stop. If, after talking to your client or reviewing discovery
documents, you feel like something is missing from these aggre-
gated reports, odds are that it is. That's where running own litiga-
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tion search or asking for help from your friendly neighborhood law
librarian can come in handy.

ENDNOTES
1. Dockets and Court Wire Coverage, Thomson Reuters Westlaw <https://perma.
cc/D654-DPET> (all websites accessed June 5, 2026).
. Courtlink, LexisNexis <https://perma.cc/QY2Y-DW69>.
. Court Dockets Search, Bloomberg Law <https://perma.cc/45RB-J3VT>.
. Trellis, <https://perma.cc/F5B4-TS5ED>.
. CasePortal, Courthouse News Service <https://perma.cc/YV7X-FVXB>.
. MiCourt Case Search, Michigan Judiciary <https://perma.cc/MM2L-63VR>.
Id.
. Cases, Opinions, & Orders, Michigan Judiciary, <https://perma.cc/BBU7-EV97>.
9. PACER (Public Access to Court Electronic Records), Administrative Office of the
United States Courts <https://perma.cc/EXJ8-RDKV>.
10. PACER Pricing: How fees work, PACER <https://perma.cc/4D4S-N4CX>.
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ETHICAL PERSPECTIVE

Sharing office space

BY DELANEY BLAKEY

Even in today’s increasingly online world,
many lawyers still prefer to have a physical
office. Those that do often find it convenient
(and, importantly, cheaper) to share office
space with other legal or non-legal profes-
sionals. Sharing office space, whether with
another lawyer or someone outside of the
legal profession, is not prohibited. However,
there are a few ethical risks that Michigan
lawyers should be careful to avoid so that
they do not violate the Michigan Rules of
Professional Conduct (MRPC). Several rules
of professional conduct and Ethics Opinions
impose duties on lawyers sharing office
space, but they all boil down to one im-
portant principle: The independence of the
practices must be thoroughly maintained.

OFFICE SHARING DEFINED

First, it must be established whether two
or more lawyers sharing office space are
merely office sharing or if they constitute
a “firm” under the definition of firm found
in the MRPCs. MRPC 1.0 defines the term
“firm” as “a lawyer or lawyers in a private
firm, lawyers employed in the legal depart-
ment of a corporation or other organiza-

tion, and lawyers employed in a legal ser-
vices organization.” Further, the Comment
to 1.10 provides the following explanation:

Whether two or more lawyers
constitute a firm within this defi-
nition can depend on the spe-
cific facts. For example, two
practitioners who share office
space and occasionally consult
or assist each other ordinar-
ily would not be regarded as
constituting a firm. However, if
they present themselves to the
public in a way suggesting that
they are a firm or conduct them-
selves as a firm, they should be
regarded as a firm for purposes
of the rules.

Thus, determining whether two or more
lawyers make up a firm or are merely shar-
ing office space is a fact-specific analysis
and must be determined on a case-by-case
basis. Moreover, if the lawyers are “of
counsel,” they are considered one firm for
the purposes of conflicts of interest.’

ADVERTISING AND ACCURACY

OF COMMUNICATIONS

All lawyer advertisements must comply with
the MRPCs 7.1-7.5, which govern communi-
cations regarding legal services, advertis-
ing, and solicitation. “Advertising is gener-
ally permitted, within limits, under MRPC
7.1. Materials which are false, fraudulent,
misleading or deceptive are out-of-bounds
under that rule.”? As it relates to office shar-
ing, a solo practitioner cannot use a firm
name that indicates they are in a multi-per-
son firm such as “Lawyer & Associates.”® If
Lawyer A and Lawyer B share office space
but otherwise conduct their practices inde-
pendently, it would be misleading to use
both their names in any communications, as
it might mislead people to think that they
operate a firm together. As the Comment
to MRPC 7.5 explains, “Lawyers sharing
office facilities, but who are not in fact
partners, may not denominate themselves
as, for example, ‘Smith and Jones,’ for that
title suggests partnership in the practice of
law.” This logic applies to all communica-
tions about the lawyers’ firms, including
letterhead, business cards, advertisements,

"Ethical Perspective” is a regular column providing the drafter’s opinion regarding the application of the Michigan Rules of Professional Conduct. It is nof legal
advice. To contribute an article, please contact SBM Ethics at ethics@michbar.org.



and door signs. It should never be implied
that the office-sharing lawyers are in prac-
tice together. Communications including ad-
vertisements, signs, and business cards must
not lead a potential client to believe that the
lawyer is associated or affiliated with the
other lawyers sharing their office space.

Further, phone lines must not be answered
“Llawyer A and Lawyer B's office,” as do-
ing so would run afoul of the advertising
rules by creating a misconception regarding
the independence of the practices. Instead,
each firm should have a separate phone
number. Office sharers may share a com-
mon receptionist but, under MRPC 5.1 and
5.3, must ensure that they have taken reason-
able steps to guarantee that the receptionist,
a nonlawyer employee, understands and
carries out the lawyers’ ethical obligation to
maintain the independence of the practice.

CONFIDENTIALITY

Lawyers have an affirmative duty under
MRPC 1.6 to protect their clients’ confidenc-
es and secrets. Thus, files of one lawyer
must be protected from access by the other
lawyers who use the office space. This may
involve, for example, locking any physical
files away when the lawyer is out of the of-
fice or prohibiting access to any electronic
files through sufficient cybersecurity mea-
sures. Even in situations involving insurance
staff counsel where attorneys are employed
by an insurance company to represent the
company’s policy holders in litigation mat-
ters, the staff counsel may share a common
entrance with the insurance company only
if appropriate safeguards are in place to
maintain client confidences.’

Office sharers may not share a common
phone line or fax line.¢ Doing so may lead cli-
ents or prospective clients to reveal confiden-
tial information when trying to reach one of
the office sharers, not realizing that all office
sharers have access to the phone or fax line.

SOLICITATION AND FEES
Under MRPC 7.2(c) and 7.3, the office shar-
ers must ensure that no improper solicita-

tion of clients or referrals to and from the
office sharers take place.

INDEPENDENT PROFESSIONAL
JUDGMENT

MRPC 5.4(c) instructs that office sharers
must ensure that they exercise independent
professional judgment in their practices
and do not allow undue influence from the
other lawyers sharing the office.

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

Each lawyer has an individual duty to en-
sure that any work undertaken does not
conflict with duties and obligations to other
clients.” “When one office-sharer has a
conflict of interest prohibiting representa-
tion of a private client, the conflict is not
per se imputed to other office-sharers.”®
MRPC 1.10 makes it clear “that a conflict
of one office sharer is not imputed to the
others unless they are deemed to be ‘as-
sociated in a firm.””® If a lawyer has been
disqualified from acting as trial counsel for
a client, the other lawyers who share office
space are not imputedly disqualified from
acting as trial counsel if they are not inde-
pendently disqualified from acting as trial
counsel under MRPC 1.7 or 1.9.1° However,
if the office sharers regularly appear as co-
counsel, “of counsel,” or otherwise assist on
each other’s cases, conflict of interest issues
may be more prevalent, and disqualifica-
tion may become necessary.

THOSE IN NON-LAW BUSINESSES

Sharing office space with non-lawyers is
allowed under the MRPCs. Lawyers should
handle such situations with extreme care, as
issues of confidentiality are even more prev-
alent when sharing office space with non-
lawyers. The businesses must maintain their
independence, protect client confidences,
and ensure that “public communications
about each business entity are clear.”" The
protection of files from access by any non-
lawyers is, of course, paramount. File refen-
tion policies should be in place to protect
the lawyer’s files from access by those asso-
ciated with the non-law business.'? Further,
extra care should be taken to ensure that cli-
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ents and members of the public are aware
that the law firm and non-law business are
not in any way affiliated with each other.
Ethics Opinions discussing office sharing
with non-law businesses emphasize that
the law firm and non-law business must
maintain “physical separation of the offices
so that the businesses remain distinct.”" For
example, “While use of a common confer-
ence room is allowed, it cannot be used by
the lawyer as a law library or in any way
suggest a connection between the legal
and non-legal businesses.”™ In Ethics Opin-
ion RI-313, a lawyer inquired about sharing
office space with an accounting firm with
which it had no professional relationship.
RI-313 concludes that lawyers may share
office space with non-lawyer businesses
so long as “the businesses are segregated,
client confidences are protected, and pub-
lic communications about each business
entity are clear and do not create unjusti-
fied expectations about the results which
can be achieved.”’> Common areas must
be arranged so that the law business and
non-law business remain separate to avoid
misunderstandings by the public. That sep-
aration of businesses is also of utmost im-
portance when considering a home office
sharing arrangement by a lawyer and their
non-lawyer spouse.'®

Further, a lawyer’s law office may share
space with the lawyer’s own non-law busi-
ness, provided that the “businesses are seg-
regated, client confidences are protected,
and public communications about each
business entity are clear and do not create
unjustified expectations about the results
which can be achieved.””

CO-WORKING SPACES

A co-working space is a shared, fully ser-
viced work environment where entrepre-
neurs, freelancers, remote workers, those
traveling on business, and others in need
of a temporary workspace can lease an of-
fice space with shared amenities such as
Wi-Fi, conference rooms, and office equip-
ment like printers and fax machines. Co-
working spaces often offer daily, weekly,
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monthly, or yearly rentals to serve a diverse
clientele. Some coworking spaces offer
private, locked offices, and some offer a
shared workspace to emphasize network-
ing and community-building opportunities.
Coworking spaces started opening across
the country in the early 2000s and gained
popularity only through the remote work
boom following the coronavirus pandemic.
While they offer flexibility and affordable
rental opportunities, coworking arrange-
ments raise several ethical concerns, espe-
cially when the space is shared between
lawyers and nonlawyers. Because of these
heightened risks, lawyers must exercise cau-
tion, especially if the space is shared with
non-lawyers. All the previously mentioned
ethical concerns remain present in cowork-
ing environments, perhaps to an even great-
er extent. If a lawyer is renting office space
as needed, the assignment of an office
space may be random and the office space
accessible by others not associated with the
law business. “Such an arrangement nec-
essarily heightens the duty of the inquiring
lawyer to ensure that file refention comports
with Rules 1.6 and 1.15 (b) and also raises
Rules 5.4(b) and 5.5 concerns.”® Lastly,
lawyers may meet with clients at coworking
spaces but must not identify the location as
a law office in communications governed
by 7.1 without having a dedicated office
space with the necessary separation from
other businesses."”

CONCLUSION

Sharing office space can be a convenient
and affordable way for lawyers to main-
tain a physical office. As the legal field
embraces remote proceedings, electronic
file storage becomes the norm, and com-
mercial rent continues to rise, finding more
affordable options for officing becomes in-
creasingly important. Sharing office space
is allowed under our professional ethics
rules, but there is risk involved. Michigan
lawyers should be careful to avoid the ethi-
cal pitfalls discussed above so that they do
not violate the MRPCs. Maintaining the
independence of the practices is of para-

mount importance. By following the advice
laid out above, lawyers can ensure that
they and their office sharers protect their
clients’ interests and avoid discipline.

Delaney Blakey is ethics
counsel at the State Bar

of Michigan.
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PRACTICING WELLNESS
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Tapping into calm — EFT
as a stress-relief tool for
legal professionals

BY JUDITH ZORN, JD

Many lawyers understand their stress patterns remarkably well.
They know they are overworked. They recognize the signs of
burnout. They have read the articles, attended the seminars, and
perhaps tried meditation, therapy, or exercise. And still, they find
themselves caught in the same loops — waking at 3 a.m., unable
to shut off a relentless mental replay of the day’s demands, running
on empty in a profession that does not reward slowing down.

The problem is not a lack of insight. The problem is that insight, by it-
self, does not change how the body feels. Most stress-management
strategies work from the top down — asking lawyers to think
differently, reframe their perspective, or push through. What many
lawyers need is something that works from the inside out: directly
with the nervous system, at the level where stress is actually held.

That is precisely what Emotional Freedom Techniques (EFT), com-
monly called tapping, does.

WHAT IS EFT TAPPING?

EFT is a brief, structured intervention that combines gentle tapping
on specific acupressure points on the face and upper body with fo-

cused attention on a specific stressor — a difficult client, a looming
deadline, an overwhelming caseload, or the accumulated weight
of years in a demanding profession. The technique draws on both
ancient Chinese acupressure and modern neuroscience, and it is
increasingly understood through the lens of nervous system regula-
tion rather than traditional meridian theory.

A note on terminology: while many variations of tapping exist —
and a quick internet search will surface dozens of them — Clinical
EFT refers specifically to the standardized protocol used in peer-
reviewed clinical research. It is this version, with its consistent
methodology and replicable outcomes, that has generated the
evidence base described in this article. Not all tapping is created
equal, and the distinction matters.

During an EFT session, a person identifies a specific stressor and
rates its intensity on a scale of zero to ten. They then tap through a
sequence of eight to nine points — including the side of the hand,
the eyebrow, the side of the eye, under the eye, under the nose, the
chin, the collarbone, and under the arm — while speaking aloud
about the issue. This dual-attention process, focusing on the stress-

"Practicing Wellness” is a regular column of the Michigan Bar Journal presented by the State Bar of Michigan Lawyers and Judges Assistance Program. If you'd

like to contribute a guest column, please email contactliop@michbar.org.
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or while simultaneously receiving calming sensory input through
tapping, sends signals to the brain’s threat-detection center, the
amygdala, that reduce physiological arousal. The result is a mea-
surable downregulation of the body’s fight-flight-freeze response
— often within minutes.’

THE SCIENCE BEHIND THE TAPPING

Skepticism is a reasonable starting point, particularly for lawyers
trained to demand evidence. The research base for EFT is substan-
tial and growing.

Dr. Peta Stapleton, a clinical psychologist and Professor of Psychol-
ogy at Bond University in Australia, is among the world’s lead-
ing researchers in EFT. Researcher and psychologist Dr. Dawson
Church, founder of EFT Universe — the organization that trains
and certifies Clinical EFT practitioners worldwide — has also
contributed decades of foundational research to the field, includ-
ing landmark studies on cortisol reduction and trauma recovery.
His colleague Dr. David Feinstein has further advanced the evi-
dence base through work on energy psychology and neurological
mechanisms. Together, their work, along with that of researchers
worldwide, has established EFT as an evidence-informed practice
with a significant body of peer-reviewed support. EFT has been re-
searched in more than ten countries by over 60 investigators, with
results published in more than 20 peer-reviewed journals, validat-
ed by 56 randomized controlled trials and eight meta-analyses.?

The findings most relevant to legal professionals include the follow-
ing. A single sixty-minute EFT session produced a 43% reduction
in cortisol, the body's primary stress hormone, measured through
saliva samples before and after the session.> Among nurses — a
population facing high-stakes, emotionally demanding work com-
parable to legal practice — a randomized controlled trial found
that a single brief EFT session produced statistically significant re-
ductions in stress, anxiety, and burnout, while the control group
showed no change.* In a large-scale study of acupoint tapping
techniques conducted across eleven clinical sites, 90% of par-
ticipants showed significant improvement, with 76% becoming
symptom-free — compared to 51% with cognitive behavioral ther-
apy alone.’ In a clinical trial of veterans, 86% no longer met the
clinical criteria for PTSD after just six EFT sessions.

These are not soft outcomes. They are measurable, replicable,

and durable.

WHY LAWYERS ARE PARTICULARLY WELL-SUITED
FOR EFT

The legal profession carries a distinctive stress burden. Lawyers
absorb their clients’ most difficult moments — divorce, death, finan-
cial ruin, criminal charges — while maintaining composure and

competence. The culture of the profession discourages emotional
expression and rewards endurance. The result is a population at
significantly elevated risk for anxiety, depression, substance use,
and burnout.”

Conventional stress interventions often fall short in this environment
because they require time, privacy, and a break from the very
setting that generates the stress. EFT offers something different: an
intervention that can be used anywhere, anytime — including in
the middle of the stressful moment itself.

A lawyer can tap the side of their hand discreetly under the coun-
sel table during a tense hearing. They can tap the collarbone point
during a difficult conference call without anyone noticing. They
can use fingertip tapping during a client meeting when absorbing
devastating news. Tapping in the moment of distress — rather than
after the fact — is not just convenient. It is neurologically advanta-
geous, because the nervous system is actively engaged with the
stressor and at its most responsive to calming input.?

WHAT THE EXPERIENCE IS LIKE

EFT does not require belief in order to work. It does not require
a quiet room, a therapist, or special equipment. It requires only a
willingness to try.

A basic tapping sequence begins with identifying a specific issue
— not “stress” in the abstract, but something concrete: the argu-
ment with opposing counsel, the client who called six times yes-
terday, the feeling of dread before walking into a courtroom. The
practitioner rates the intensity of that feeling, then begins tapping
through the sequence while speaking about the issue honestly —
acknowledging it rather than suppressing it.

What most people notice, often within a single round of tapping,
is a shift. The intensity of the feeling decreases. The body softens.
Breathing deepens. This is not willpower or distraction. It is the
nervous system receiving a clear message: the threat has passed.
It is safe to seftle.

With regular practice, EFT creates lasting change — not just temporary
relief. The nervous system learns new responses to previously trigger-
ing situations. Emotional reactivity decreases. Sleep often improves.
The mental loops that keep lawyers awake at 3 a.m. begin to quiet.

GETTING STARTED

EFT is a practical, evidence-based technique that can be learned
and used independently. For lawyers interested in applying EFT to
deeper or more complex issues — including vicarious trauma, burn-
out recovery, or significant life challenges — working with a certified
EFT practitioner offers a more structured and supported process.



The State Bar of Michigan’s Lawyers and Judges Assistance Pro-
gram will host a free virtual webinar on EFT tapping this fall, open
to all Michigan attorneys. The session will include a live, guided
tapping experience — because the easiest way to understand EFT
is not to read about it, but to feel what happens when you try it.

More information is available at michbar.org/LJAP.

Judith Zorn is a Michigan-based attorney and Certified
Clinical EFT Practitioner with 30 years of experience in
Probate law in the greater Detroit area. She is certified
through EFT Universe, the organization founded by
researcher Dr. Dawson Church, and has completed multiple
advanced trainings with Dr. Church — meaning the
protocol she teaches is the same standardized version used in
peer-reviewed clinical research. She works with individuals
navigating high-stress life challenges, helping them regulate
their nervous systems and release emotional patterns that
keep them stuck. She can be reached at eftwithjudy@gmail.
com or at www.judyzorn.com.

MICHIGAN BAR JOURNAL | JULY/AUGUST 2026 3 9

ENDNOTES

1. Stapleton, Crighton, Sabot & O’Neill, Reexamining the Effect of Emotional
Freedom Techniques on Stress Biochemistry: A Randomized Controlled Trial,
12 Psychological Trauma: Theory, Research, Practice, & Policy 869, 869 (2020)
<https://doi.org/10.1037 /tra0000563> (all websites accessed June 12, 2026).
See also Church, Yount & Brooks, The Effect of Emotional Freedom Techniques on
Stress Biochemistry: A Randomized Controlled Trial, 200 J Nervous & Mental Disease
891, 891 (2012).

2. Church, Stapleton, Vasudevan & O’Keefe, Clinical EFT as an Evidence-Based
Practice for the Treatment of Psychological and Physiological Conditions: A Systematic
Review, 13 Frontiers in Psychology 951451 (2022) <https://doi.org/10.3389/
fpsyg.2022.951451>. See also Scientific Research on EFT Tapping, EFT Universe
<https://perma.cc/RPR6-LCZS>.

3. Stapleton, Reexamining, supran 1.

4. Dincer & Inangil, The Effect of Emotional Freedom Techniques on Nurses’ Stress,
Anxiety, and Burnout levels During the COVID-19 Pandemic: A Randomized
Controlled Trial, 17 Explore: J Science & Healing 109, 109 (2021) <https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.explore.2020.11.012>.

5. Andrade & Feinstein, Energy Psychology: Theory, Indications, Evidence, in
Feinstein, ed, Energy Psychology Interactive (Innersource, 2003).

6. Church, et al., Psychological Trauma Symptom Improvement in Veterans Using
Emotional Freedom Techniques: A Randomized Controlled Trial, 201 ) Nervous & Mental
Disease 153, 153 (2013) <https://doi.org/10.1097/NMD.0b013e31827f6351>.
7. Krill, Johnson & Albert, The Prevalence of Substance Use and Other Mental Health
Concerns Among American Afforneys, 10 J Addict Med 46, 46 (2016) <https://
pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26825268/>.

8. Stapleton, Neural Correlates of EFT: Insights from Neuroimaging, paper presented
at the Association for Comprehensive Energy Psychology Annual Conference (2019).
See also Church, Clinical EFT, supra n 2.

DEFENDING DRINKING DRIVERS: WINNING DUI ARGUMENTS AND TECHNIQUES

2024 Update offers new information and strategies to keep you on the cutting edge of drunk driving law.

In this edition:
« Using Large Language Model Generative Al

« The Intoxilizer 9000 — Michigan’s New Breath Test Machine

« Advanced Automotive Technologies to Detect DUI
« The Marijuana DUI
« Best Practices for Working with and Interviewing Clients

To purchase your print copy or
digital eBook ($269 $229)
of Patrick Barone’s guide to
winning DUl arguments, go to:
jamespublishing.com/ddd

SAVE 15% with coupon code MBJ15 |

« Sentencing Mitigation Memorandums and Character Letters

AUTHOR: PATRICK T. BARONE

Patrick T. Barone has an “AV” (highest) rating from Martindale-Hubbell, and since 2009 has
been included in the highly selective U.S. News & World Report’s America’s Best Lawyers, while

the Barone Defense Firm appears in their companion America’s Best Law Firms. He has been rated
“Seriously Outstanding” by Super Lawyers, rated “Outstanding/10.0” by AVYVO, and has recently
been rated as among the top 5% of Michigan'’s lawyers by Leading Lawyers magazine.

The Barone Defense Firm accepts referrals from throughout Michigan.
baronedefensefirm.com | 248-594-4554

Birmingham | Grand Rapids


http://www.michbar.org/LJAP
https://doi.org/10.1037/tra0000563
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2022.951451
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2022.951451
https://perma.cc/R9R6-LCZS
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.explore.2020.11.012
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.explore.2020.11.012
https://doi.org/10.1097/NMD.0b013e31827f6351
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26825268/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26825268/
http://baronedefensefirm.com
http://jamespublishing.com/ddd

SBI \;‘ | PREFERRED PARTMER

Stare Baw or Micinican




MICHIGAN BAR JOURNAL | JULY/AUGUST 2026 4 1

FROM THE MICHIGAN SUPREME COURT

ADM File No. 2022-34

Amendment of Rule 3.992 of
the Michigan Court Rules

To read this file, visit perma.cc/K5XP-6BUC

ADM File No. 2024-19

Amendments of Rules 9.108 and 9.110 of the
Michigan Court Rules

To read this file, visit perma.cc/NéD2VZP5

ADM File No. 2025-37

Amendment of Rule 7.312 of
the Michigan Court Rules
To recd this file, visit perma.cc/8YJR-HKAS

ADM File No. 2026-01

Appointment of Chief Judge of the 55th District
Court (Ingham County)

On order of the Court, Honorable Richard L. Hillman is appointed
to serve as chief judge of the 55th District Court, for a term com-
mencing immediately and expiring on December 31, 2027.

ADM File No. 2024-08

Amendment of Canon 3 of the Michigan Code of
Judicial Conduct

On order of the Court, notice of the proposed changes and an op-
portunity for comment in writing and at a public hearing having been
provided, and consideration having been given to the comments re-
ceived, the following amendment of Canon 3 of the Michigan Code
of Judicial Conduct is adopted, effective September 1, 2026.

[Additions to the text are indicated in underlining
and deleted text is shown by strikeover.]

Canon 3. A Judge Should Perform the Duties of Office
Impartially and Diligently.

The judicial duties of a judge take precedence over all other activi-
ties. Judicial duties include all the duties of office prescribed by
law. A judge shall perform the duties of judicial office, including
administrative duties, without bias or prejudice. In the performance
of these duties, the following standards apply:

(A) Adjudicative Responsibilities:
(1)-(11) [Unchanged.]
(12) A judge must not knowingly allowsheutd-prohibit broad-

casting, televising, recording, or taking of photographs in

or out of the courtroom during sessions of court or recesses
between sessions except as provided herein or as autho-
rized by the Supreme Court. See, e.g., AO 1989-1. A pre-

siding judge may specifically allow broadcasting, televis-

ing, recording, or photography via portable electronic
device in their courtroom. MCR 8.115(C). When there are
no objections, a judge may, for example, allow photogra-
phy or recording to commemorate celebratory events such
as_adoption day proceedings, treatment court gradua-
tions, and swearing-in ceremonies.
(13)-(16) [Unchanged.]
(B)-(D) [Unchanged.]

Staff Comment (ADM File No. 2024-08): The amendment of MCJC
Canon 3 clarifies a judge’s responsibility fo not knowingly allow un-
authorized broadcasting, televising, recording, or taking of photo-
graphs in or out of the courtroom during sessions of court or recesses
between sessions and lists other authorities addressing this issue.

The staff comment is not an authoritative construction by the Court.
In addition, adoption of a new rule or amendment in no way re-
flects a substantive determination by this Court.
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ORDERS OF DISCIPLINE & DISABILITY

AMENDED' SUSPENSION (BY CONSENT)
John E. Berry, P 34268, Lake Linden. Suspension - 30 Days, Effec-
tive July 1, 2026.2

Respondent and the Grievance Administrator filed a Stipulation for
Consent Order of Discipline, which was approved by the Attorney
Grievance Commission and accepted by Grand Traverse Hearing
Panel #1. The stipulation contained respondent’s admissions to the
factual allegations in the formal complaint, and respondent’s admis-
sions to allegations of professional misconduct set forth in subpara-
graphs 41(c), (d), (e), (f), (h), and (j) of the formal complaint. Specifi-
cally, it was alleged alleging that over the course of a six-year
representation of a client in an adoption matter, respondent failed to
provide competent representation, neglected the matter, failed to act
with reasonable diligence, failed to adequately communicate with
his client, and made false statements of material fact to his client
when he represented that adoption paperwork had been filed with
the Court when he knew such statements to be false. The stipulation
further contained the parties’ agreement that subparagraphs 41(a),
(b), (g), (i), (k), and (I} of the formal complaint were to be dismissed.
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Donald Campbell
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James Hunter
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Based on respondent’s admissions and no contest pleas, the panel
found that respondent: neglected a legal matter entrusted to the
lawyer, in violation of MRPC 1.1(c); failed to act with reasonable dili-
gence and promptness in representing a client, in violation of MRPC
1.3; failed to keep a client reasonably informed about the status of
a matter and comply promptly with reasonable requests for informa-
tion, in violation of MRPC 1.4(a); failed to make reasonable efforts
to expedite litigation consistent with the needs of the client, in viola-
tion of MRPC 3.2; engaged in conduct that violates the standards or
rules of professional conduct, in violation of MRPC 8.4(a) and MCR
9.104(4); and engaged in conduct that is prejudicial to the adminis-
tration of justice, in violation of MRPC 8.4(c) and MCR 9.104(1).

In accordance with the stipulation of the parties, the panel ordered
that respondent’s license to practice law be suspended for 30 days,
effective July 1, 2026. Costs were assessed in the amount of $772.31.

! Amended tfo correct inaccurate pronouns in the first paragraph.
2 The panel found that the parties’ had set forth good cause for modification of the effec-

tive date to July 1, 2026.

SUSPENSION (BY CONSENT)
Victor L. Bland, P 38278, Kalamazoo. Suspension - 45 Days, Effec-
tive May 26, 2026.

Respondent and the Grievance Administrator filed an Amended Stip-
ulation for Consent Order of Discipline pursuant to MCR 9.115(F)(5),
which was approved by the Attorney Grievance Commission and
accepted by Kalamazoo County Hearing Panel #3. The amended
stipulation contained respondent’s admissions to paragraphs 5
through 22 of the formal complaint, and respondent’s no-contest plea
to the allegations of professional misconduct in subparagraphs 23
(a)-le). Specifically, that respondent engaged in a conflict of interest
by entering into a romantic and sexual relationship with his client
during the course of representing her in a divorce matter.

Based upon respondent’s admissions as set forth in the parties’
amended stipulation, the panel finds that respondent: represented
a client where the representation of that client was materially lim-
ited by the lawyer’s own interests, in violation of MRPC 1.7(b); en-
gaged in conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice, in vio-
lation of MRPC 8.4(c) and MCR 9.104(1); engaged in conduct that
exposes the legal profession or the court to obloquy, contempt,
censure or reproach, in violation of MCR 9.104(2); engaged in
conduct that is contrary to justice, ethics, honesty, or good morals,
in violation of MCR 9.104(3); and, engaged in conduct that vio-
lates the standards or rules of professional conduct, in violation of

MRPC 8.4(a) and MCR 9.104(4).
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In accordance with the amended stipula-
tion of the parties, the hearing panel or-
dered that respondent’s license to practice
law in Michigan be suspended for 45
days, effective May 26, 2026. Total costs
were assessed in the amount of $931.87.

DISBARMENT AND RESTITUTION
Michelle L. Elowski, P 74608, Alpena. Dis-
barment, Effective January 30, 2026.!

The Grievance Administrator filed a formal
complaint against respondent. Based on
respondent’s default, witness testimony,
documentary evidence supporting the alle-
gations in the formal complaint, and re-
spondent’s no contest plea to the criminal
charges in People of the State of Michigan
v Michelle lynn Elowski, Oscoda County,
23rd Circuit Court, Case Nos. 24-1953-FH
and 24-1954-FH), the panel found that re-
spondent misappropriated funds from sev-
eral clients in matters for which respondent
had been retained, and in doing so, en-
gaged in illegal conduct that resulted in her

criminal conviction.

The panel found, by virtue of respondent’s
default and the evidence presented by the
Grievance Administrator, that respondent:
failed to act with reasonable diligence and
promptness in representing a client, in vio-
lation of MRPC 1.3; failed to keep her cli-
ents informed as to the status of their cases,
in violation MRPC 1.4(a); failed to explain
a matter to the extent reasonably neces-
sary to permit the client to make informed
decisions regarding the representation, in
violation of MRPC 1.4(b); failed to pay or

40 Years of Successful
Representation of Attorneys
before the
Attorney Grievance Commission
Attorney Discipline Board

Dennis A. Dettmer, Esq
(313) 820-5752

FreeInitial Consultation

deliver funds or other property that a client
or third person was entitled to receive, in
violation of MRPC 1.5(b)(3); failed to hold
the property of the client or third person in
connection with representation separate
from the lawyer’s own property by deposit-
ing funds into her personal account, in vio-
lation of MRPC 1.15(d); knowingly made a
false statement of material fact in connec-
tion with a disciplinary matter, in violation
of MRPC 8.1.(a); engaged in conduct in-
volving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or misrep-
resentation and that the conduct reflected
adversely on the attorney’s honesty, trust-
worthiness or fitness to practice as an at-
torney, in violation of MRPC 8.4(b); en-
gaged in conduct that exposed the legal
profession to obloquy, contempt, censure
or reproach in violation of MCR 9.104(2);
engaged in conduct contrary to justice, eth-
ics, honesty or good morals in violation of
MCR 9.104(3); engaged in conduct violat-
ing the standards or rules of professional
conduct, in violation of MRPC 8.4(a) and
MCR 9.104(4); engaged in conduct that vi-
olated the criminal laws of the State of
Michigan and the United States, an ordi-
nance, or tribal law pursuant to MCR
2.615, in violation of MCR 9.104(5); and,
knowingly made a misrepresentation of
any facts or circumstances surrounding a
request for investigation or complaint, in

violation of MCR 9.104(6).

The panel ordered that respondent be dis-
barred, effective January 30, 2026, and
that  she pay restitution  totaling
$266,091.90. Costs were assessed in the
amount of $3,933.69.
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On January 29, 2026, respondent timely
filed a petition for review pursuant to MCR
9.118. After proceedings held in accordance
with MCR 9.118, the Board affirmed the pan-
el’s order of disbarment, but reduced the res-
titution ordered by the panel to $201,591.90.
No further costs were assessed.

! Respondent’s license to practice law in Michigan has
been continuously suspended since January 16, 2025.
See Notice of Automatic Interim Suspension, issued on
February 27, 2025, in Grievance Administrator v Mi-
chelle L. Elowski, 25-15-Al.

DISBARMENT
Fredric R. Gumbinner, P 40279, Washing-
ton, District of Columbia. Disbarment, Effec-

tive May 20, 2026

The Grievance Administrator filed a Notice
of Filing of Reciprocal Discipline that at-
tached a certified copy of an order from the
District of Columbia Court of Appeals in a
matter titled In Re Fredric Gumbinner, Case

No. 25-BG-0469, disbarring respondent

313-821-5904
www.timdinan.com

Attorney Grievance Matters
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ATTORNEY DISCIPLINE DEFENSE

Experienced attorney (50 yrs) who handles criminal and civil cases, trial and
appeal, is available for representation in defending attorneys in discipline
proceedings. | can represent you in answering requests for investigations,
grievances, and at hearings. | am also available for appeals, reinstatement
petitions, and general consultation. References are available upon request.

For further information, contact:
LAW OFFICE OF THOMAS M. LOEB
24725 West 12 Mile Road, Suite 110, Southfield, Ml 48034

tmloeb@mich.com

from the practice of law in the District of Co-
lumbia, effective June 12, 2024. Respon-
dent’s disbarment in the District of Columbia
was a result of his conviction, by guilty plea,
of the criminal offense of Bribery Concern-
ing Programs Receiving Federal Funds, in
violation of 18 U.S.C. § 666(a)(2), a felony.

An order regarding imposition of recipro-
cal discipline was issued by the Board on
February 9, 2026, ordering the parties to,
within 21 days from service of the order,
inform the Board in writing

(i) of any objection to the imposition of com-
parable discipline in Michigan based on the
grounds set forth in MCR 9.120(C)(1) and {ii)
whether a hearing was requested. The 21-
day time period expired without objection
or a request for a hearing by either party. As
a result, respondent was deemed to be in
default with the same effect as a default in a

civil action, pursuant to MCR 9.120(C)(6).

On April 21, 2026, the Attorney Discipline
Board ordered that respondent be dis-
barred from the practice of law in Michi-
gan, effective May 20, 2026. Costs were
assessed in the amount of $1,538.60.

! Respondent has been continuously suspended from the
practice of law in Michigan since November 20, 2023,
the date of his felony conviction. Please see Notice of

Automatic Interim Suspension issued July 25, 2024.

. (248) 851-2020

DISBARMENT AND RESTITUTION
WITH CONDITION (BY CONSENT)
Suzanna Kostovski, P 39535, Washington.
Disbarment, Effective May 12, 2026

Respondent and the Grievance Administra-
tor filed a Stipulation for Consent Order of
Discipline in accordance with MCR 9.115(F)
(5), which was approved by the Attorney
Grievance Commission and accepted by
Tri-County Hearing Panel #102. The stipula-
tion contained respondent’s admissions to
the factual allegations and allegations of
professional misconduct as set forth in the

formal complaint in its entirety. Based on
respondent’s admissions and the stipulation
of the parties, the hearing panel found that
respondent committed professional miscon-
duct in two client matters and failed to co-
operate with the disciplinary investigation.

Specifically, the panel found that respon-
dent: failed to act with reasonable dili-
gence and promptness in representing a
client, in violation of MRPC 1.3 (Count
One); failed to keep a client reasonably in-
formed about the status of a matter, in vio-
lation of MRPC 1.4(a) (Count One); failed
to explain a matter to the extent reasonably
necessary fo permit the client to make in-
formed decisions regarding the representa-
tion, in violation of MRPC 1.4(b) (Count
Two); upon termination of representation,
failed to protect a client’s interests, such as
surrendering papers and property to which
a client is entitled, and refunding any ad-
vance payment of fee that has not been
earned, in violation of MRPC 1.16(d) (Count
One); knowingly failed to respond to a law-
ful demand for information from a disciplin-
ary authority, in violation of MRPC 8.1(a)(2)
(Count Three); violated or attempted to vio-
late the Rules of Professional Conduct, in
violation in MRPC 8.4(a) (Counts One and
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Two); engaged in conduct involving dishon-
esty, fraud, deceit, misrepresentation, or
violation of the criminal law, where such
conduct reflects adversely on the lawyer's
honesty, trustworthiness, or fitness as a law-
yer, in violation of MRPC 8.4(b) (Counts
One and Two); engaged in conduct preju-
dicial to the administration of justice, in vio-
lation of MCR 9.104(1) and MRPC 8.4(c)
(Counts One, Two, and Three); engaged in
conduct that exposes the legal profession
or the courts to obloquy, contempt, cen-
sure, or reproach, in violation of MCR
9.104(2) (Counts One, Two, and Three); en-
gaged in conduct contrary to justice, ethics,
honesty, or good morals, in violation of
MCR 9.104(3) (Counts One, Two, and
Three); failed to provide an answer to a re-
quest for investigation that fully and fairly
disclosed all the facts and circumstances
pertaining to the alleged misconduct, in vi-
olation of MCR 9.113(A) and MCR 9.104(7)
(Count Three); and violated an order of dis-
cipline, in violation of MCR 9.104(9)
(Counts One and Two); failed to provide
the required notification to active clients of
her order of suspension, in violation of
MCR 9.119(A) (Counts One and Two); prac-
ticed law while her license was suspended,
in violation of MCR 9.119(E)(1) (Counts One
and Two); communicated with clients while
her license was suspended, in violation of

MCR 9.119(E)(2) (Counts One and Two);

and held herself out as an attorney while
her license was suspended, in violation of
MCR 9.119(E)(4) (Counts One and Two).

In accordance with the stipulation of the par-
ties, the hearing panel ordered that respon-
dent be disbarred from the practice of law in
Michigan, effective May 12, 2026, that he
pay restitution in the total amount of $7,000.00,
and that he be subject to a condition relevant
to the established misconduct. Costs were as-
sessed in the amount of $774.02.

1Respondent’s license to practice law has been continu-
ously suspended since December 14, 2023. See Notice
of Suspension With Conditions (By Consent), Grievance
Administrator v Suzanna Kostovski, 22-10-GA.

REPRIMAND
Thomas M. Lenney, P 53720, Chatham, New
Jersey. Reprimand, Effective May 20, 2026.

The Grievance Administrator filed a Notice
of Filing of Reciprocal Discipline pursuant
to MCR 9.120(C), that attached an order
reprimanding respondent issued by the Su-
preme Court of New Jersey on January 2,
2024. Respondent was reprimanded for
engaging in negligent misappropriation of
client funds and commingling, failing to
comply with record-keeping requirements,
and practicing law while administratively
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ineligible, in violation of New Jersey Rules
of Professional Conduct 1.15(a) and (d),
5.5(a), and R 1:21-6.

An order regarding imposition of recipro-
cal discipline was issued by the Board on
February 18, 2026, ordering the parties to
inform the Board in writing, within 21 days
from service of the order, (i) of any objec-
tion to the imposition of comparable disci-
pline in Michigan based on the grounds set
forth in MCR 9.120(C)(1), and (i) whether a
hearing was requested. The 21-day period
set forth in the Board’s order expired with-
out objection or request for hearing by ei-
ther party.

On April 21, 2026, the Attorney Discipline
Board ordered that respondent be repri-
manded, effective May 20, 2026. Costs
were assessed in the amount of $1,524.84.

REPRIMAND
Samuel P. Nedeau, P72604, Muskegon.
Reprimand, Effective May 20, 2026.

The Grievance Administrator filed a Notice
of Filing of Reciprocal Discipline pursuant
to MCR 9.120(C), that attached a certified
copy of an order from United States Bank-
ruptcy Court, Western District of Michigan,
issued on December 3, 2025, reprimand-
ing respondent, effective December 3,
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2025, in the matter titled In Re Annette
Mary Bohach, Case No. 25-03097-swd.
An order regarding imposition of recipro-
cal discipline was issued by the Board on
March 5, 2026, ordering the parties to,
within 21 days from service of the order,
inform the Board in writing

(i) of any objection to the imposition of com-
parable discipline in Michigan based on the
grounds set forth in MCR 9.120(C)(1) and {ii)
whether a hearing was requested. The 21-
day time period expired without objection
or a request for a hearing by either party. As
a result, respondent was deemed to be in

default with the same effect as a default in a

civil action, pursuant to MCR 9.120(C)(6).

On April 21, 2026, the Attorney Discipline
Board ordered that respondent be repri-
manded, effective May 20, 2026. Costs
were assessed in the amount of $1583.22.
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ACCOUNTING EXPERT

Experienced in providing litigation support
services, expert witness testimony, forensic
accounting  services, fraud examinations,
contract damage calculations, business valu-
ations for divorce proceedings, lost wages
valuations for wrongful discharges, and es-
tate tax preparation for decedents and
bankruptcies (see http://www.chapski.com).
Contact Steve Chapski, CPA, CFE, CSM, at
schapski@chapski.com or 734.459.6480.

BUILDING & PREMISES EXPERT

Mr. Tyson reviews litigation matters, performs
onsite inspections, interviews litigants, both
plaintiff and defendant. He researches,
makes drawings, and provides evidence for
courts including correct building code and
life safety statutes and standards as they may
affect personal injury claims, construction,
confracts, efc. and causation. Specializing in
theories of OSHA and MIOSHA claims.
Member of numerous building code and stan-
dard authorities, including but not limited to
IBC [BOCA, UBC] NFPA, IAEI, NAHB, efc. |
am a licensed builder with many years of
tradesman, subcontractor, general contractor
(hands-on) experience and construction ex-
pertise. Never disqualified in court. Contact
Ronald Tyson at 248.230.9561, tysonlrk@

mac.com, www.tysonenterprises.com.

CHIROPRACTIC EXPERT

Active certified chiropractic expert. Plaintiff
and defense work, malpractice, disability,
fraud, administrative law, etc. Clinical ex-
perience over 35 years. Served on physi-
cian advisory board for four major insur-
ance companies. Honored as 2011
Distinguished Alumni of New York Chiro-
practic College. | am licensed in Michigan.
Dr. Andrew M. Rodgers, chiropractic physi-
cian, 201.592.6200, cell 201.394.6662,

INSURANCE COVERAGE FIRM

www.chiropracticexpertwitness.net, chiroexcel
@verizon.net,  www.fortleechiropractic.

com. No charge for viability of case.

EMPLOYMENT AVAILABLE

Associate(s) and/or new ownerl(s) to take over
the firm established in 1971 with Houghton
Lake and Traverse City presence. Excellent op-
portunity for ambitious, experienced attorney
in non-smoking offices. Total truth, honesty,
and high ethical and competence standards
required. Within days, you will have far more
work than you can handle and get paid ac-
cordingly. Mentor available. The firm handles
general practice, personal injury, workers'
compensation, Social Security, etc. Send ré-
sumé and transcripts to mbauchan@bauchan.
com or call 989.366.5361 to discuss Up
North work in the Lower Peninsula.

Career Center. The State Bar of Michigan
has partnered with an industry leader in job
board development to create a unique SBM
employment marketplace with features differ-
ent from generalist job boards in including a

RATED BY

Super Lawyers

highly targeted focus on employment oppor-
tunities in a certain sector, location, or demo-
graphic; anonymous résumé posting and job
application enabling job candidates to stay
connected to the employment market while
maintaining full control over their confidential
information; An advanced “job alert” system
that notifies candidates of new opportunities
matching their preselected criteria; and ac-
cess to industry-specific jobs and top-quality
candidates. Employer access to many job
seekers. The career center is free for job
seekers. Employers pay a fee to post jobs.
For more information visit the Career Center
at https://jobs.michbar.org/.

Estate Planning/Probate. I'm refiring in 3 years
and am looking for Associate Attorney (new or
experienced) to work with me now and eventu-
ally take over ownership of well-established
estate planning/probate  solo  practice in
Calhoun County. Send resume, transcripts, and
cover letter to housleypeters@gmail.com.

Lakeshore Legal Aid serves low-income
people, seniors, and survivors of domestic
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violence and sexual assault in a holistic manner
to address clients’ legal issues and improve our
communities. Lakeshore provides free direct
legal representation in southeast Michigan and
the thumb and client intake, advice, and brief
legal services throughout Michigan via our
attorney-staffed hotline. Our practice areas
include housing, family, consumer, elder, edu-
cation, and public benefits law. Search for
the open with  Lakeshore at
https://lakeshorelegalaid.org/positions/

apply today.

DETROIT FINE ART APPRAISALS

Need an expert witness? Whether it is for
fine art, jewelry, furnishings, or collectibles,

positions
and

obtaining a current appraisal is an essential
step fowards the successful management of
art as an asset. Detroit Fine Art Appraisals
specializes in confidential certified apprais-
als, compliant with both Internal Revenue
Service guidelines and Uniform Standards of
Professional Appraisal Practice (USPAP) for
all purposes, including estate tax & estate
planning, insurance appraisals, damage or
loss, divorce, donation, or art as collateral.
3325 Orchard Lake Rd, Keego Harbor, MI
48320, 248.481.8888, www.detroitfaa.
com, defroitfineartappraisals@gmail.com.

ENGINEERING EXPERTS

Engineering design, accident analysis, and
forensics. Miller Engineering has over 40
years of consulting experience and engi-
neering professorships. We provide ser-
vices to attorneys, insurance, and industry
through expert testimony, research, and
publications. Miller Engineering is based in
Ann Arbor, Michigan and has a full-time
staff of engineers, researchers, and techni-
cal writers. Call our office at 734.662.6822
or visit https://www.millerengineering.com.

IMMIGRATION LAW

All Things Immigration Lead to Ray Law
International, PC. With over 25 years of im-

migration experience, we successfully as-
sist H.R., senior managers, and individuals

overcome immigration barriers to bring key
employees and family members to the U.S.
Servicing businesses and  individuals
throughout the U.S. and the world through
our three offices: Novi, MI; Chicago, IL;
and Fort Lee, NJ. Find out more about our
services, service and increase your immi-
gration knowledge on YouTube or our Web-
site. Referral fees are promptly paid in ac-
cordance with MRPC 1.5(e). (248) 735-8800/
(888) 401-1016/ E-mail.

Antone, Casagrande & Adwers, a
Martindale-Hubbell AV-Rated law firm, has
been assisting attorneys and their clients with
immigration matters since 1993. As a firm, we
focus exclusively on immigration law with ex-
pertise in employment and family immigration
for individuals, small businesses, and multi-
national corporations ranging from business
visas to permanent residency. 248.406.4100
or email us at law@antone.com, 30150 Tele-
graph Road, Suite 410, Bingham Farms, Ml
48025, www.antone.com

INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES.

City Shield Security Services has assembled
a group of highly trained federal, state, and
local retired law enforcement professionals
to provide the following services: Corporate
Investigative Services (including fraud and

embezzlement), plainclothes operatives, de-
tailed background checks, OSHA investiga-
tions, workplace violence threats, inter-
views/witness interviews, surveillance, and
expert witness. Contact us today for a free
assessment and a solution that will be per-
fect. City Shield Security = Services,
313.818.0280, info@cityshieldllc.com.

LEGAL MARKETING SERVICES

We provide law firm websites and legal
marketing content! Digital marketing solu-
tions for law firms include websites, web
copy, blog posts, white papers, newsletters,
e-books, social media management, and
SEO help. Licensed attorney with 25 years
of experience turned legal marketer. Con-
tact Dustin at LegalEdge Digital, dustin@
legaledgedigital.com, 206.678.5532,
www.legaledgedigital.com.

LET’S DISCUSS YOUR
ADVERTISING NEEDS

We'll work with you to create an advertis-
ing plan that is within your budget and gets
your message in front of the right audience.
Contact the State Bar of Michigan advertis-
ing department fo discuss the best option.

Email advertising@michbar.org, or call
517.346.6315 or 800.968.1442, ext. 6315.

Andrew. A. Iacobelli
Your Canadian Legal Partner

1-866-234-6093
www.iacobellilaw.com

Referral and co-counsel fees respected

Attorney admitted to practice law in Michigan and Ontario

Injury Claims, UIM, disability, Ontario PIP (accident benefits)
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OFFICE SPACE

Bingham Farms. Class A legal space is avail-
able in existing legal suite. Offices of various
sizes. Packages include lobby and reception-
ist, multiple conference rooms, high-speed
internet and wi-fi, e-fax, phone (local and
long distance included), copy and scan cen-
ter, and shredding service. Excellent oppor-
tunity fo gain case referrals and be part of a
professional suite. Call 248.645.1700 for

details and to view space.

Farmington Hills. Attorney offices and ad-
ministrative spaces available in a large,
fully furnished, all attorney suite on North-
western Highway in Farmington Hills rang-
ing from $350 to $1,600 per month. The
suite has full-time receptionist; three confer-
ence rooms; copier with scanning, high-
speed internet; WIFI and VoIP phone sys-
tem in a building with 24-hour access.
Ideal for small firm or sole practitioner. Call
Jerry at 248.932.3510 to tour the suite and

see available offices.

Farmington Hills. Located in the award-
winning Kaufman Financial Center on North-
western Highway. One to five private office
spaces, with staff cubicles within law firm
suite, are available for immediate occu-
pancy. The lease includes the use of several
different sized conference rooms, including
a conference room with dedicated internet,
camera, soundbar and a large monitor for
videoconferencing; reception area and re-
ceptionist; separate kitchen and dining areq;
copy and scan areq; and shredding ser-
vices. Please contact Daniel S. Schell, Office
Manager, DSSchell@kaufmanlaw.com.

RETIRING

Grand Rapids Area Estate Planning and/or
Business Attorneys. Are you looking fo re-
tire and sell your practice? Or to associate
with a firm and structure an orderly retire-
ment? If so, please contact Summit
Law: hiring@summitlawmi.com. All inqui-
ries will be kept confidential.

Detroit Metro Area, we will buy your prac-
tice. Looking to purchase estate planning

practices of retiring attorneys in Detroit
Metro area. Possible association opportu-
nity. Reply to Accettura & Hurwitz, 32305
Grand River Ave., Farmington, MI 48336
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gan. Lantzy’s sexual assault and abuse law-
suit experience includes the high-profile
cases of Larry Nassar/Michigan State Uni-
versity, Ohio State University and other

or maccettura@elderlawmi.com. confidential lawsuits. Referral fees are

SEXUAL ASSAULT & SEXUAL
ABUSE REFERRALS

Buckfire & Buckfire, PC, trial attorney
Robert J. Lantzy represents victims of sexual

guaranteed and promptly paid in accor-
dance with MRPC 1.5(e). For more informa-
tion, visit: https://buckfirelaw.com/case-
types/sexual-abuse/ or call us at
313.800.8386. Founded in 1969, Buckfire
Law is a Michigan-based personal injury

law firm and is AV Rated.

abuse in civil lawsuits throughout Michi-

O%@Wx %&M@/@/ %&.

PROBATE RESEARCH

Missing and Unknown Heirs Located
With No Expense to the Estate

Domestic & International Service for:
¢ Courts ¢ Trust Officers
* Lawyers ¢ Executors & Administrators

1345 Wiley Road, Suite 121, Schaumburg, lllinois 60173
Phone: 800-844-6778 FAX: 800-946-6990
www.landexresearch.com

e Client Preparation for Federal & State Presentence Interviews

e Psychological Evaluations, and Ability/IQ Assessment

e Mitigation Expert for Juvenile & Adult Sentencing

o Assist Attorneys with Pretrial Mitigation Development

e |dentification of Client Strengths/Needs and Referrals for Mental Health Treatment
o Lifer File Review Reports

e Client Preparation for Parole Board Interviews & Public Hearings

® Federal/State Commutation & Pardon Applications

¢ Mitigation Development in Support of Expungement

Criminal Justice Experience: Assisting attorneys and their clients in the federal and state
criminal justice systems since 2003. Four decades of experience in all phases of sentencing,
parole and probation matters.

Accredited Fine Art Appraisals - Probate, Tax, or Divorce

Need an expert witness? Terri Stearn is a senior
accredited art appraiser through the American
Society of Appraisers and International Society of
Appraisers. She has over 10 years' experience and has
served as an expert witness. Terri is also available to
assist with liquidating client's art at auction.

248.672.3207
detroitfineartappraisals@gmail.com
www.DetroitFAA.com
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LAWYERS & JUDGES ASSISTANCE

MEETING DIRECTORY

The following list reflects the latest information about lawyers and judges AA and NA meetings. Meetings marked with “*” have
been designated for lawyers, judges, and law students only. All other meetings are attended primarily by lawyers, judges, and
law students, but also are attended by others seeking recovery. In addition, we have listed “Other Meetings,” which others in
recovery have recommended as being good meetings for those in the legal profession.

For questions about any of the meetings listed, please contact the Lawyers and Judges Assistance Program at 800.996.5522

or jclark@michbar.org.

PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT LJAP DIRECTLY WITH QUESTIONS PERTAINING TO VIRTUAL 12-STEP MEETINGS.

FOR MEETING LOGIN INFORMATION, CONTACT LJAP VOLUNTEERS ARVIN P. AT 248.310.6360 OR MIKE M. AT
517.281.9507.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS & OTHER SUPPORT GROUPS

Bloomfield Hills
WEDNESDAY 6 PM*

Virtual meeting
Kirk in the Hills Presbyterian Church

1340 W. Long Lake Rd.
1/2 mile west of Telegraph

(This is both an AA and NA meeting.)
Detroit
MONDAY 7 PM*

Lawyers and Judges AA
St. Paul of the Cross

23333 Schoolcraft Rd.
Just east of I-96 and Telegraph
(This is both an AA and NA meeting.)

TUESDAY 6 PM*
St. Aloysius Church Officel
232 Washington Blvd.

FRIDAY 12 PM*

Detroit Metropolitan Bar Association
645 Griswold

3550 Penobscot Bldg., 13th Floor
Smart Detroit Global Board Room 2

East Lansing

WEDNESDAY 8 PM

Sense of Humor AA Meeting
Michigan State University Union
49 Abbott Rd.

Lake Michigan Room

Houghton Lake

SECOND SATURDAY

OF THE MONTH 1 PM
Lawyers and Judges AA Meeting
Houghton Lake Alano Club

2410 N. Markey Rd.

Contact Scott at 989.246.1200 with questions.

Rochester

FRIDAY 8 PM

Rochester Presbyterian Church
1385 S. Adams South of Avon Rd.

Closed meeting; men'’s group

Stevensville

THURSDAY 4 PM*
Al-Anon of Berrien County
4162 Red Arrow Highway

Troy

FRIDAY 6 PM

The Business & Professional (STAG)
Closed Meeting of Narcotics Anonymous
Pilgrim Congregational Church

3061N. Adams

2 blocks north of Big Beaver (16 Mile Rd.)

GAMBLERS
ANONYMOUS

For a list of meefings, visit
gamblersanonymous.org/migdirMI.himl.

Please note that these meetings are not specifically for lawyers
and judges.

Virtual

MONDAY 7 PM
AA/NA meeting (St. Paul of the Cross)
Contact Arvin P. at 248.310.6360 for login information

MONDAY 8 PM
Join using this link https://ilaa.org/meetings-and-
events/

TUESDAY 7 PM
AA/NA meeting (Royal Oak)
Contact Arvin P. at 248.310.6360 for login information

TUESDAY 8 PM

WOMEN ONLY
Join using this link https://ilaa.org/meetings-and-
events

WEDNESDAY 6 PM
AA/NA meeting (Bloomfield Hills- Kirk of the Hills)
Contact Arvin P. at 248.310.6360 for login information

THURSDAY 7 PM*
Contact Mike M. at 517.281.9507 for informa-

tion.

THURSDAY 7:30 PM
New Freedom
Contact Arvin P. at 248.310.6360 for login information

SUNDAY 7 PM*
Contact Mike M. at 517.281.9507 for
information.

SUNDAY 7 PM*

WOMEN ONLY
Contact Lynn C. at 269.491.1836 for login information.
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ADOPTIONS

JENNIFER L. GRAHEK

WILLIS LAW

491 W South Street, Kalamazoo, Ml 49007

(269) 492-1040

info@willis.law | Willis.Law
An Associate Attorney at Willis Law, Jennifer assists with multiple types of
adoptions, including: direct placement, inferstate, adult, stepparent, and
guardianship adoptions. She is a Fellow in the Academy of Adoption
and Assisted Reproduction Attorneys (AAAA). Her other main areas of
practice include: adult and minor guardianships/conservatorships and
estate administration.

ALCOHOL LAW

JASON CANVASSER

CLARK HILL PLC

500 Woodward Avenue, Suite 3500, Detroit, Ml 48226

(313) 965-8300 | jcanvasser@clarkhill.com | clarkhill.com
Clark Hills alcohol law team represents local and national clients on all
aspects of the licensing process and provides regulatory compliance
involved in the sale of alcohol at the local, state, and federal levels.

APPEALS

ANDREW lJ. LUKAS

RHOADES MCKEE PC

55 Campau Avenue NW, Suite 300, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503

(616) 233-5107 | alukas@rhoadesmckee.com | rhoadesmckee.com
Rhoades McKee represents businesses and individuals in appellate
matters throughout Michigan. We assist clients and trial counsel with
appellate advocacy, briefing, and complex legal analysis. The firm
approaches appeals with professionalism, careful legal strategy, and an
understanding of the broader impact appellate decisions can have on
future litigation.

ELIZABETH PARKER

SPEAKER LAW FIRM PLLC

819 N Washington Avenue, Lansing, Ml 48906

(517) 482-8933 | eparker@speakerlaw.com | speakerlaw.com
Speaker Law Firm is an appellate boutique firm handling appeals
throughout the state. Our practice areas include family law, civil matters,
and probate. As appellate experts, we can serve as lead counsel for your
appeal, consult for your appeal, assist in the rial court, or provide research
and writing support.

STEPHEN T. MCKENNEY

ALTIOR LAWY, PC

401 S Old Woodward, Suite 460, Birmingham, Ml 48009

(248) 372-9885

smckenney@altiorlaw.com | altiorlaw.com
Altior Law represents business entities of all sizes in a variety of complex
commercial litigation issues, providing the sound and reasoned counsel
clients seek from an experienced legal professional. We are business
lawyers and business people. We understand the successes and struggles
of business, and we focus on how the law can support business strategies.

ARBITRATION & MEDIATION

ALEX GREEN IV

ALEX GREEN IV, PLLC

26711 Southfield Road, Suite 101, Lathrup Village, Ml 48076

(248) 424-9688 | alex@alexgreenivpllc.com | alexgreenivpllc.com
Alex Green IV, PLLC provides strategic, results-driven legal representation
across mediation, nofault and personal injury litigation, premises liability,
municipal law, landlord-tenant disputes, real property matters, contract
drafting and negotiation, and criminal defense. As a court approved civil
mediator in Michigan, Alex Green combines advocacy, transparency,
and practical counsel to achieve client objectives.

HON. ROBERTS A. KENGIS (RETIRED JUDGE)

LENNON MILLER PLC

151 S Rose Street, Suite 900, Kalamazoo, Ml 49007

(269) 488-3026 | rkengis@lennonmiller.com | LennonMiller.com
Mr. Kengis offers mediation and arbitration services for civil and domestic
cases. He retired from the bench in Allegan County in 2023 after 31
years of public service as a prosecutor and circuit court judge. As a
judge, he successfully helped parties and attorneys reach agreements in
hundreds of cases involving divorce, custody, property disputes, business
disputes, tort liability, and government regulation. He is also a member of
several AAA arbitrator panels and is also an approved mediator for the
Western District of Michigan.

HOWARD E. GURWIN

HOWARD E. GURWIN PC

30300 Northwestern Highway, Suite 302, Farmington Hills, Ml 48334

(248) 352-2727 | hegurl@yahoo.com | HowardGurwin.com
Extensive experience in trying cases in insurance, including property
damage, life and disability claims, business, real estate, and fort claims,
in both Federal and State courts. Available both in person and by zoom.

JESSICA FLEETHAM

EVIA LAW PLC

231 S Old Woodward, Suite 220, Birmingham, Ml 48009
(248) 756-1205 | jessica@evialaw.com | evialaw.com

| handle patent, trademark, trade secret, and copyright litigation across
the country, complex commercial matters with a technology focus, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office post grant proceedings, and International
Trade Commission investigations.

JOHN MUCHA

DAWDA PLC

39533 Woodward Avenue, Suite 200, Bloomfield Hills, Ml 48304

(248) 642-3999 | jmucha@dawdalaw.com | dawdalaw.com
Certified mediator (ICLE General Civil Mediation Training, 2025). Forty
years of litigation experience, and twenty-ive years of zoning and land
use experience.

MARK C. ROSSMAN

ROSSMAN, PC

2145 Crooks Road, Suite 220, Troy, Ml 48084

(248) 385-5481 | mark@rossmanpc.com | rossmanpc.com
Rossman PC is an established alternative dispute resolution (ADR) law firm in
Oakland County, and serving the tricounty area. We not only advise businesses
needing an experienced arbitration attorney or mediation lawyer in Michigan
to resolve high-stakes commercial disputes, but attorney Mark Rossman also
serves as a neutral arbitrator and mediator in addition o his litigation practice.
Our team of proven arbitration law experts has secured substantial sefflements

throughout Oakland County, Wayne County, and Macomb County.

RICHARD L. MCDONNELL

INTREPID LAW GROUP

805 Oakwood Drive, Suite 111, Rochester, Ml 48307

(248) 594-7770 | RLM@ILGPro.com | Intrepidlawgroup.com
Our firm handles alternative dispute resolutions including:  Mediation,
Arbitration, Case Evaluation and Facilitations. Please contact us for terms of

handling your file. linkedin.com/in/richard-mcdonnell-85783372/

ROBERT E L WRIGHT

THE PEACE TALKS, PLC

25 Division Avenue South, Suite 500, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503

(616) 682-7000 | bob@thepeacetalks.com | thepeacetalks.com
Practice limited to providing neutral mediation and arbitration services in
all types of civil disputes including contract, probate, and divorce.

SHELDON LARKY

2100 Rhine Road, West Bloomfield, MI 48323

(248) 642-4660 | sheldonlarky@aol.com
Alternative dispute resolution services in civil, probate and domestic
relations matters, including pre-litigation and postlitigation matters. Over
thirty years of experience.
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TATIANA MELNIK

MELNIK LEGAL PLLC

8502 Ladue Lane, Tampa, FL 33614

(734) 358-4201 | tatiana@melniklegal.com | melniklegal.com
Tatiana Melnik, licensed in Michigan and Florida, represents business entities
of all sizes on business fransactions and compliance matters involving artificial
intelligence, data breaches and reporting, data privacy and security, data
use and licensing, health law (including HIPAA, Stark, and AntiKickback),
and information technology. Tatiana’s background in information technology
and business gives her an ‘insider’ understanding of fechnology and the
business pressures of operating in today’s technology laden world.

ASBESTOS & MESOTHELIOMA

JOHN R. POMERVILLE

GOLDBERG, PERSKY & WHITE, PC

One Towne Square, Suite 1835, Southfield, Ml 48076

(313) 389-2723 | JPomerville@gpwlaw-mi.com | gpwlaw-mi.com
As pioneers in asbestos litigation, GPW has represented thousands
of mesothelioma, lung cancer, and asbestos disease victims for over
40 years. GPW has filed asbestos lawsuits defending the rights of
hardworking men and women throughout Michigan, Pennsylvania, Ohio,
and West Virginia. Our referral fees are confirmed in writing.

ASSET PROTECTION

SHAWN P. EYESTONE

EYESTONE LAW OFFICES, PLC

3083 Washington Avenue SW, Suite A, Grandville, Ml 49418

(616) 777-5291 | hello@eyestonelawoffices.com | eyestonelawoffices.com
Don't let complex or contfested trust administration, coftage succession
planning, property tax uncapping, or asset protection risks jeopardize
your clients’ legacies. With deep roots along Michigan’s “Best Coast” and
25+ years of experience, Eyestone Law Offices, PLC provides the technical
“heavy lifting” in asset protection and coffage succession, ensuring your
clients avoid many hidden pitfalls and steep financial consequences. We
selectively accept appointments as professional attorney-trustees for complex
or contested trust administrations. We respect your client relationships and
offer reliable attorney-to-attorney collaboration to enhance your value. Call
today to discuss how we can support your clients.
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ATTORNEY GRIEVANCE MATTERS

FRANCES A ROSINSKI

ROSINSKI ETHICS LAW PLLC

9360 Park Avenue, Allen Park, Ml 48101

(313) 550-6002 | FranRosinskilaw@gmail.com
Frances Rosinski defends attorneys and judges in grievance/disciplinary
matters and handles character and fitness matters with over 25 years of
experience in ethics and the disciplinary system, and offers a sliding fee
scale to meet the needs of her clients. She is a member of the Professional
Ethics Committee.

AUTO ACCIDENT

AMELIA ZURCHAUER

ARMOR INJURY LAW

22800 Hall Road, Suite 510, Clinton Twp., Ml 48036

(810) 692-7667 | amelia@armorinjurylaw.com | Armorinjurylaw.com
Armor Injury Law, PLLC represents individuals across Michigan in all
personal injury matters, including auto accidents, trucking collisions,
premises liability, dog bites, and wrongful death. We provide aggressive
advocacy with a personal approach where every client is cared for and
never freated as just a number.

BANKING REGULATORY

COLIN DARKE

COMPLISUN LEGAL, PLC

1420 Washington Blvd, Suite 301, Detroit, Ml 48226

(313) 617-4473 | colindarke@complisun.com | complisunlegal.com

CompliSun Legal: corporate and regulatory counsel for fintechs, RIAs,
banks, and credit unions. Formation, founder disputes, equity and incentive
plans, M&A support. BSA/AML, UDAAP, bank partnerships, vendor and
model risk. Detroitbased with national practice. Pairs senior legal counsel
with Al-powered compliance platform for continuous monitoring. Referral
fees honored.

GOLDBERG PERSKY WHITEpr.C.

STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN

Promotes the professionalism of lawyers;
advocates for an open, fair, and accessible
justice system; and provides services to
members fo help them best serve clients.

ATTORNTEYS

ONE TOWN SQUARE

MICHIGAN'S LOCAL MESOTHELIOMA &
ASBESTOS LAWYERS

We have represented thousands of mesothelioma, lung cancer, and
asbestos disease victims and obtained over $1 billion in compensation
for them. As pioneers in asbestos litigation, GPW has filed asbestos lawsuits
since 1984 defending the rights of hardworking men and women throughout

Michigan, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and West Virginia.

Contact John Pomerville
800-799-2234 ext. 191

AT

SOUTHFIELD MI

L AW

SUITE 1835 48076

REFERRAL FEES
CONFIRMED IN
WRITING. <«

www.gpwlaw-mi.com
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BANKRUPTCY

STANLEY M BERSHAD

GOLDSTEIN BERSHAD & FRIED PC

4000 Town Center, Suite 1200,Southfield, Ml 48075

(248) 355-5300 | stan@bk-lawyer.net | bklawyer.net
We are a law firm representing both debtors and creditors in the
bankruptcy, circuit and district courts, and in out of court workouts. We
also handle foreclosure, collection, and landlord-tenant cases.

TAMI SALZBRENNER

THE FRANK FIRM, PLLC

30833 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 205,Farmington Hills, Ml 48334

(248) 932-1440 | tami@frankfirm.com | frankfirm.com
We are a small firm handling business and civil litigation and
bankruptcy matters.

BUSINESS LAW

ALEXIS F. JOHNSON

AFJ LAW GROUP PLLC

33533 W 12 Mile Road, Suite 180, Farmington Hills, M 48331

(248) 266-2135 | admin@afjlawgroup.com | afjlawgroup.com
AFJ Law Group represents business owners, investors, and entrepreneurs
in business transactions, commercial real estate matters, contract
drafting and negotiation, business acquisitions and sales, leasing, and
business disputes. The firm provides strategic, business-minded legal
counsel focused on protecting clients’ operations, investments, and long-
term growth.

CHARLES R. SHAW

THE LAW OFFICES OF CHARLES REGAN SHAW PLC

16950 Nineteen Mile Road, Suite 2, Clinton Township, Ml 48038

(586) 226-3805 | Shawplcfirm@gmail.com | SHAWATLAW.com
Trusted legal services serving Michigan families and businesses for over
25 years.

COLIN DARKE

COMPLISUN LEGAL, PLC

1420 Washington Blvd, Suite 301, Detroit, Ml 48226

(313) 617-4473 | colindarke@complisun.com | complisunlegal.com
CompliSun Legal: corporate and regulatory counsel for fintechs, RIAs,
banks, and credit unions. Formation, founder disputes, equity and
incentive plans, M&A support. BSA/AML, UDAAP, bank partnerships,
vendor and model risk. Detroit-based with national practice. Pairs senior
legal counsel with Al-powered compliance platform for continuous
monitoring. Referral fees honored.

JOHN MUCHA

DAWDA PLC

39533 Woodward Avenue, Suite 200, Bloomfield Hills, Ml 48304

(248) 642-3999 | jmucha@dawdalaw.com | dawdalaw.com
Certified mediator (ICLE General Civil Mediation Training, 2025). Forty
years of litigation experience, and twenty-five years of zoning and land
use experience.

KATY CARIGNAN

CARIG LAW, PLC

100 W Erie Street, Suite 2, Rogers City, Ml 49779

(989) 900-0341 | katy@cariglaw.com | cariglaw.com
Carig Law is a firm based in Northern MI, providing results-driven counsel
to individuals, businesses, and nonprofits. The firm focuses on estate
planning, probate and trust administration, real estate, and transactional
matters, including nonprofit formation and millage support, delivering
responsive service, clear communication, and efficient solutions tailored
to clients’ goals.

MARK C. ROSSMAN

ROSSMAN, PC

2145 Crooks Road, Suite 220, Troy, Ml 48084

(248) 385-5481 | mark@rossmanpc.com | rossmanpc.com
Rossman PC is an established business litigation law firm in Detroit
concentrating in commercial litigation, shareholder oppression, alternative
dispute resolution, and commercial collections. For companies needing a
proven business litigation attorney, our breach of contract lawyers and
business law court litigators have achieved substantial settlements and
verdicts for our clients, including a $5 million Jury Verdict in Business
Court for breach of commercial contract in Summer 2025.

NOAH HARFOUCH

THE HARFOUCH LAW FIRM, PLLC

77 East Long Lake Road, 1st Floor, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304

(248) 781-8800 | nharfouch@harfouchlaw.com harfouchlaw.com
The Harfouch Law Firm, PLLC is a Michigan-based firm focused on business
transactions and commercial litigation. The firm represents entrepreneurs,
companies, and high-profile clients in deals, disputes, and contract
matters, with particular experience advising athletes, entertainers, and
influencers on sports, talent, and marketing arrangements.

TAMI SALZBRENNER

THE FRANK FIRM, PLLC

30833 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 205, Farmington Hills, MI 48334

(248) 932-1440 | tami@frankfirm.com | frankfirm.com
We are a small firm handling business and civil litigation and
bankruptcy matters.

BUSINESS LITIGATION

DAVID A. MOLLICONE

ALTIOR LAWY, PC

401 S Old Woodward, Suite 460, Birmingham, Ml 48009

(248) 3729969 | dmollicone@altiorlaw.com | altiorlaw.com
Altior Law represents business entities of all sizes in a variety of complex
commercial litigation issues, providing the sound and reasoned counsel
clients seek from an experienced legal professional. We are business
lawyers and business people. We understand the successes and struggles
of business, and we focus on how the law can support business strategies.

CANNABIS LAW

JAMES R. MCGILLIE

THE COVERT LAW FIRM, PLLC

318 W Ottawa Street, Lansing, Ml 48933

(517) 512-8364 | jomes@covertlawfirm.com | micannabislawyer.com
Experienced and effective legal representation for all types of cannabis
and hemp licensing - call now!

CIVIL RIGHTS

DANIELLE SAFRAN

THE SIGLER LAW FIRM, PLC

30300 Northwestern Highway, Farmington Hills, Ml 48334

(248) 932-3500 | safranlaw1@gmail.com | siglerlawfirm.com
Boutique law firm focusing on employment law, discrimination, hostile
work environment, retaliation, FMLA, ADA, ADEA, Title VII, Civil Rights
Act Section 1981, 1983, and more, for over twenty-five years.

COMMERCIAL COLLECTIONS

MARK C. ROSSMAN

ROSSMAN, PC

2145 Crooks Road, Suite 220, Troy, Ml 48084

(248) 385-5481 | mark@rossmanpc.com | rossmanpc.com
Rossman PC is an established commercial collections law firm in Detroit,
delivering rapid B2B debt collection and commercial debt recovery across
Michigan. As an experienced commercial collections attorney in Detroit,
we serve businesses needing corporate debt recovery lawyers, judgment
enforcement, and asset seizure in Oakland County and Wayne County.
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COMMERCIAL MEDIATIONS

KENNETH F. NEUMAN

ALTIOR LAW, PC

401 S Old Woodward, Suite 460, Birmingham, Ml 48009

(248) 372-9882 | kneuman@altiorlaw.com | altiorlaw.com
Altior Law represents business entities of all sizes in a variety of complex
commercial litigation issues, providing the sound and reasoned counsel
clients seek from an experienced legal professional. We are business
lawyers and business people. We understand the successes and struggles
of business, and we focus on how the law can support business strategies.

COMPLIANCE & RISK MANAGEMENT

COLIN DARKE

COMPLISUN LEGAL, PLC

1420 Washington Blvd, Suite 301, Detroit, Ml 48226

(313) 617-4473 | colindarke@complisun.com | complisunlegal.com
CompliSun Legal: corporate and regulatory counsel for fintechs, RIAs, banks,
and credit unions. Formation, founder disputes, equity and incentive plans,
M&A support. BSA/AML, UDAAP, bank parinerships, vendor and model risk.
Defroitbased with nafional practice. Pairs senior legal counsel with Al-powered
compliance platform for continuous monitoring. Referral fees honored.

CONFLICT RESOLUTION

ROBERT E L WRIGHT

THE PEACE TALKS, PLC

25 Division Avenue South, Suite 500, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503

(616) 682-7000 | bob@thepeacetalks.com | thepeacetalks.com
Practice limited to providing neutral mediation and arbitration services in
all types of civil disputes including contract, probate, and divorce.

CONSTRUCTION

SHAUN WILLIS

WILLIS LAW

491 West South Street, Kalamazoo, Ml 49007

(269) 207-4990 | Willis@Willis.Law | Willis.Law
Willis Law is a business law firm concentrating in corporate law, estate
planning and estate tax minimization, estate litigation and business
litigation. Shaun Willis assists with construction lien law, commercial
construction, and commercial construction and real estate litigation in
State & Federal Court. He also assists in construction disputes in the
mediation and arbitration venues, including AAA arbitration.

CONSTRUCTION LITIGATION/ADR

ALAN F. HIMELHOCH

WINEGARDEN, HALEY, LINDHOLM, TUCKER & HIMELHOCH PLC

G9460 S Saginaw Road, Suite A, Grand Blanc, Ml 48439

(810) 767-3600 | afh@winegardenlaw.com | winegardenlaw.com/

attorneys/alan-Fhimelhoch/
38 year business litigator with special focuses on construction law/litigation
and alternative dispute resolution proceedings where | represent clients
or serve as a mediator, arbitrator, discovery mediafor or case evaluator,
whether complex cases, or judges’ “Dogs of the Docket”. Services by Zoom
and/or in person.

CONTRACT

ALEX GREEN IV

ALEX GREEN IV, PLLC

26711 Southfield Road, Suite 101, Lathrup Village, Ml 48076

(248) 424-9688 | alex@alexgreenivpllc.com | alexgreenivpllc.com
Alex Green IV, PLLC provides strategic, results-driven legal representation
across mediation, nofault and personal injury litigation, premises liability,
municipal law, landlord-tenant disputes, real property matters, contract
drafting and negotiation, and criminal defense. As a court approved civil
mediator in Michigan, Alex Green combines advocacy, transparency,
and practical counsel to achieve client objectives.
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COTTAGE SUCCESSION PLANNING

SHAWN P. EYESTONE

EYESTONE LAW OFFICES, PLC

3083 Washington Avenue SW, Suite A, Grandville, MI 49418

(616) 7775291 | hello@eyestonelawoffices.com | eyestonelawoffices.com
Don't let complex or contested trust administration, cottage succession
planning, property tax uncapping, or asset protection risks jeopardize
your clients’ legacies. With deep roots along Michigan’s “Best Coast” and
25+ years of experience, Eyestone Law Offices, PLC provides the technical
“heavy lifting” in asset protection and coftage succession, ensuring your
clients avoid many hidden pitfalls and steep financial consequences. We
selectively accept appointments as professional atforney-rustees for complex
or contested frust administrations. We respect your client relationships and
offer reliable attorney-to-attorney collaboration to enhance your value. Call
today to discuss how we can support your clients.

CREDITOR’S RIGHT

KENNETH A TARDIE

KENNETH A TARDIE AND ASSOCIATES

18 1st Street, Mount Clemens, Ml 48043

(586) 463-7303 | staff@tardielawoffice.com
Attorney with 50 years of experience in the rights of creditors. Collection
litigation, collections after judgment, including attorney fees, bankruptcy.
Hourly and contingent fees available.

CRIMINAL

ALEX GREEN IV

ALEX GREEN IV, PLLC

26711 Southfield Road, Suite 101, Lathrup Village, Ml 48076

(248) 4249688 | alex@alexgreenivplic.com | alexgreenivpllc.com
Alex Green IV, PLLC provides strategic, results-driven legal representation
across mediation, nofault and personal injury litigation, premises liability,
municipal law, landlord-tenant disputes, real property matters, contract
drafting and negotiation, and criminal defense. As a court approved civil
mediator in Michigan, Alex Green combines advocacy, transparency,
and practical counsel to achieve client objectives.

CRIMINAL APPEALS

NICOLAS J. MONARREZ

(248) 660-0022 | elitedefenseattorney@gmail.com
Nicolas Monarrez handles all state and federal criminal matters, including trials,
appedals, probation violations, and precharge investigations. He welcomes
referrals for complex, high-stakes, or sensitive cases and honors referral fees
promptly. He is known for tenacious advocacy, discretion, and results.

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

CYNTHIA CONLON

CONLON LEGAL SERVICES, PLC

537 S Garfield, Suite 102, Traverse City, Ml 49686

(231) 421-8283 | conlonlegal@gmail.com | conlon-legal.com
| was admitted to the bar in May, 1988. In the past 5 years, I've narrowed
my practice to criminal defense and juvenile delinquency cases, which
has allowed me to give more time and aftention to those matters. |
practice mainly in Grand Traverse and Leelanau Counties, and | have a
good success rate in trials and plea negotiations.

DANIEL T. GEHERIN

GEHERIN LAW GROUP, PLLC

760 W Eisenhower Parkway, Suite #305, Ann Arbor, Ml 48103

(734) 2632780 | Dan@GLGMichigan.com | GLGMICHIGAN.COM
Geherin Law Group, PLLC, is a criminal justice firm based in Ann Arbor.
Founder Daniel T. Geherin is an AV-Preeminent rated former prosecutor
with 30 years’ experience practicing criminal law. The firm handles adult
and juvenile criminal justice matters throughout Southeastern Michigan,
and statewide driver's license appeals. Referral fees honored promptly.
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DEREK E. MILLER

D. MILLER LAW PC

38600 Van Dyke Avenue, Suite 220, Sterling Heights, Ml 48312

(586) 623-0243 | DMiller@855LetDhelp.com | 855LetDhelp.com
At D. Miller Law we take pride in representing folks struggling with
getting Social Security Disability or SSI benefits. We also use my 10
years as a Prosecutor to provide a solid legal defense to those in the
criminal justice system.

JESSICA D. HOLLAN

(248) 660-0022 | elitedefenseattorney@gmail.com
Jessica Hollan handles all state and federal criminal matters, including trials,
appeals, probation violations, and precharge investigations. She welcomes
referrals for complex, high-stakes, or sensitive cases and honors referral fees
promptly. She is known for tenacious advocacy, discretion, and results.

KENNEDY F. SIMERAU

(248) 660-0022 | elitedefenseattorney@gmail.com
Kennedy Simerau handles all state and federal criminal matters, including
trials, appeals, probation violations, and precharge investigations. She
welcomes referrals for complex, high-stakes, or sensitive cases and honors
referral fees promptly. She is known for tenacious advocacy, discretion,
and results.

LOREN DICKSTEIN

(248) 660-0022 | elitedefenseattorney@gmail.com
Loren Dickstein handles all state and federal criminal matters, including
trials, appeals, probation violations, and precharge investigations. He
welcomes referrals for complex, high-stakes, or sensitive cases and honors
referral fees promptly. He is known for tenacious advocacy, discretion,
and results.

NICOLAS J. MONARREZ

(248) 660-0022 | elitedefenseattorney@gmail.com
Nicolas Monarrez handles all state and federal criminal matters, including
trials, appeals, probation violations, and precharge investigations. He
welcomes referrals for complex, high-stakes, or sensitive cases and honors
referral fees promptly. He is known for tenacious advocacy, discretion,
and results.

ROBERT M. GOLDMAN

LAW OFFICES OF ROBERT GOLDMAN, PLLC

36400 Woodward Avenue, Suite 30, Bloomfield Hills, Ml 48304

(248) 792-8180 | r.goldmanesq@gmail.com | goldmanlawpllc.com
Law Offices of Robert Goldman, PLLC is a boutique criminal defense
practice based in Oakland County focusing on State Felony or
Misdemeanor criminal matters, Probation Violations, and Expungements
of convictions. In addition to criminal defense, Robert Goldman provides
services for Drivers License Restoration, Personal Protection Orders and
Traffic Citations.

WALTER J. PISZCZATOWSKI

HERTZ SCHRAM PC

1760 S Telegraph Road, Suite 300, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

(248) 335-5000 | wallyp@hertzschram.com | hertzschram.com
| practice all aspects of state and federal criminal and forfeiture law with
over 40 years of experience in federal criminal practice including pre-
charge grand jury representation of witnesses and targets.

CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT

DANIEL T. GEHERIN

GEHERIN LAW GROUP, PLLC

760 W Eisenhower Parkway, Suite #305, Ann Arbor, Ml 48103

(734) 263-2780 | Dan@GLGMichigan.com | GLGMICHIGAN.COM
Geherin Law Group, PLLC, is a criminal justice firm based in Ann Arbor.
Founder Daniel T. Geherin is an AV-Preeminent rated former prosecutor
with 30 years’ experience practicing criminal law. The firm handles adult
and juvenile criminal justice matters throughout Southeastern Michigan,
and statewide driver’s license appeals. Referral fees honored promptly.

LOREN DICKSTEIN

(248) 660-0022 | elitedefenseattorney@gmail.com
Loren Dickstein handles all state and federal criminal matters, including
trials, appeals, probation violations, and precharge investigations. He
welcomes referrals for complex, high-stakes, or sensitive cases and honors
referral fees promptly. He is known for tenacious advocacy, discretion,
and results.

CUSTOMS & TRADE LAW

JASON P. WAPIENNIK

GREAT LAKES CUSTOMS LAW

32437 5 Mile Road, Livonia, MI 48154

(734) 855-4999 | jason@greatlakescustomslaw.com

greatlakescustomslaw.com
Jason P. Wapiennik, a lawyer for importers, offers 16 years of
experience in U.S. Customs & Border Protection issues, including tariffs,
penalties, and seizures. He handles prior disclosures, protests, binding
rulings, offers in compromise, AD/ CVD scope rulings, and more, with
strong relationships at ports nationwide, ensuring exceptional results
for clients.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

LOREN DICKSTEIN

(248) 660-0022 | elitedefenseattorney@gmail.com
Loren Dickstein handles all state and federal criminal matters, including
trials, appeals, probation violations, and precharge investigations. He
welcomes referrals for complex, high-stakes, or sensitive cases and honors
referral fees promptly. He is known for tenacious advocacy, discretion,
and results.

DRIVER’S LICENSE RESTORATION

MATTHEW A. ZICK

ZICK LAW OFFICE

3173 Biddle Avenue, Wyandotte, MI 48193

(734) 285-8500 | zicklawoffice@gmail.com | zicklawoffice.com
For over 30 years, Attorney Matthew Zick has been handling driver’s
license restoration matters including OHAO Appeals, BAIID Violation
Hearings and Circuit Court Appeals (Wayne & Monroe Counties).

DANIEL T. GEHERIN

GEHERIN LAW GROUP, PLLC

760 W Eisenhower Parkway, Suite #305, Ann Arbor, Ml 48103

(734) 2632780 | Dan@GLGMichigan.com | GLGMICHIGAN.COM
Geherin Law Group, PLLC, is a criminal justice firm based in Ann
Arbor. Founder Daniel T. Geherin is an AV-Preeminent rated former
prosecutor with 30 years’ experience practicing criminal law. The
firm handles adult and juvenile criminal justice matters throughout
Southeastern Michigan, and statewide driver’s license appeals.
Referral fees honored promptly.

DRUNK DRIVING

JONATHAN A. PAUL

THE LAW OFFICES OF JONATHAN PAUL

47?2 Starkweather Street, Plymouth, Ml 48170

(248) 9249458 | jonathan@michiganlawgrad.com | empathydefense.com
Former prosecutor, Executive MBA, and criminologist Jonathan Paul
delivers a proactive, empathy-led defense for Michigan OWI/DUI
charges. We focus on the client’s underlying journey, utilizing behavioral
assessments to create a powerful exit strategy. Trust us to protect your
referred clients’ careers, licenses, and long-term futures.
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EDUCATION/SCHOOLS

DOUGLAS E. FIERBERG

THE FIERBERG NATIONAL LAW GROUP

201 E 17th Street, Suite A, Traverse City, Ml 49684

(231) 933-0180 | info@tfnlgroup.com | tfnlgroup.com
Our attorneys advocate for victims and their families in matters involving
hazing, sexual abuse, human trafficking, school violence, catastrophic
injury, and wrongful death. For more than 30 years, we have obtained
justice for our clients against individual and institutional wrongdoers in
some of the most serious and complex cases.

ELIZABETH ABDNOUR

ABDNOUR WEIKER LLP

325 E Grand River Avenue, Suite 250, East Lansing, Ml 48823

(517) 9941776 | liz@education-rights.com | lawyers4students.com

Our mission is to protect the rights and futures of students and educators.
We represent clients in special education, school discipline, Title IX, civil
rights, athletics, employment, Greek life, state and federal litigation, and
juvenile defense matters, and we provide training and consulting services
to schools nationwide.

PAUL BARGER

BARGER & GAINES

2723 South State Street, Suite 150, Ann Arbor, Ml 48104

(248) 469-4920 | paul@bargergaines.com | bargergaines.com
Barger & Gaines’ primary service is to represent children to secure
appropriate educational services. The attorneys at Barger & Gaines
have extensive experience in education law and in handling a variety
of matters, including, but not limited to, special education law, bullying,
student discipline, discrimination, tenure, and guardianship.

ELDER LAW

CHICO S. OBANDE

WILLIS LAW

491 W South Street, Kalamazoo, Ml 49007

(269) 492-1040 | cobande@willis.law | willis.law
Attorney with LL.M. in Taxation and LL.M. in Insurance Law, concentrating
in Estate Planning, Medicaid, and Elder Law.

JANE A. BASSETT

BASSETT MURRAY LAW GROUP PLLC

2045 Hogback Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48105

(734) 9309200 | jbassett@bassettmurray.com | bassettmurray.com
With offices in Petoskey and Ann Arbor, Bassett Murray Law Group
PLLC provides elder law, probate, and estate administration services
throughout Michigan. The firm helps individuals and families navigate
Medicaid planning, longterm care concerns, guardianships,
conservatorships, and related matters with practical guidance and
compassionate support.

JOHN TIERNEY

LIGHTSTONE LAW

99 Monroe Ave NW, Suite 1210, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503

(616) 454-3883 | John.Tierney@LightStonelaw.com | hlightstonelaw.com
Dedicated elder law attorney with a passion for serving seniors and their
families. | provide compassionate, personalized legal guidance on estate
planning, longterm care, Medicaid planning, and asset protection.
Committed to protecting clients’ dignity, security, and legacy while
delivering exceptional service with empathy and infegrity.

ROSE MARY MOCK

MOCK LAW, LLC

8539 Monroe Street, Suite 3, Sylvania, OH 43560

(419) 214-0204 | rosemockesqg@gmail.com | rosemocklaw.com
Licensed clinical social worker and atforney at law.

MICHIGAN BAR JOURNAL | JULY/AUGUST 2026 5 ;

TARA PETERSON

CRENSHAW PETERSON PC

2157 Commons Parkway, Okemos, Ml 48864

(517) 3472100 | crenshawpeterson@gmail.com | crenshawpeterson.com
We provide clients with personalized estate plans that fit their needs,
including Wills, Trusts, Powers, Deeds, Business planning, and Estate
administration and Asset Profection for long term care. Our Estate
Planning consultations are free. Our Elderlaw consultations are $350 to
start the Medicaid planning process.

EMPLOYMENT LITIGATION/PLAINTIFF

SAM MORGAN

MORGAN & JONES, PLLC

30500 Northwestern Highway, Suite 42, Farmington Hills, Ml 48834

(248) 865-0001 | smorgan@work-lawyers.com | work-lawyers.com
Wrongful discharge based on breach of contract, lllegal discrimination
or illegal refaliation, or violation of public policy — private and public
sectors. Sexual and other illegal harassment. Wage/hour, non-payment
of commission, non-compete/non-solicitation and other restrictive
covenants. Review and draft severance agreements, and employment
confracts, and employment rights counseling.

EMPLOYMENT RIGHTS

GREG JONES

MORGAN & JONES, PLLC

30500 Northwestern Highway, Suite 42, Farmington Hills, MI 48834

(248) 865-0001 | gjones@work-lawyers.com | work-lawyers.com
From severance reviews to EEOC charges, through trial—Morgan &
Jones champions workplace rights, including discrimination, harassment,
retaliation, wage disputes, and contract negotiations. Personal injury
cases get the same sharp advocacy and care. Diligent, responsive, and
results-driven. Referral fees honored. Clients stay informed, respected,
and in exceptionally good hands.

ENVIRONMENTAL

LAUREN A. TEICHNER

TEICHNER LAW PLC

9702 Echo Valley Drive, Traverse City, Ml 49685

(231) 715-1544 | lauren@teichnerlaw.com | teichnerlaw.com
Teichner Law is an environmental and land use law firm. We act as a
bridge between landowners/local communities and complex legal
systems, providing client-centered representation to protect Michigan’s
natural resources and advance a sustainable future.

EXPUNGEMENTS

D TODD WILLIAMS

D TODD WILLIAMS PC

1740 W Big Beaver, Suite 102, Troy, Ml 48084

(248) 240-5000 | dtodd@dtoddlaw.com | dtoddlaw.com
Expungement experience for last 25 years all over Michigan - not just
filing the forms, but a deep character resuscitation to achieve success -
look at our google reviews!!

JONATHAN A. PAUL

THE LAW OFFICES OF JONATHAN PAUL

47?2 Starkweather Street, Plymouth, Ml 48170

(248) 9249458 | jonathan@michiganlawgrad.com | empathydefense.com
A past mistake shouldn't dictate a client’s future. When good people
make poor choices, they deserve the opportunity to make a true
impression. Refer your Michigan expungement and set-aside cases to a
former prosecutor. My experience working with both sides of the table
ensures a strategic approach fo helping them write their next chapter.
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LOREN DICKSTEIN

(248) 660-0022 | elitedefenseattorney@gmail.com
Loren Dickstein handles all state and federal criminal matters, including
trials, appeals, probation violations, and precharge investigations. He
welcomes referrals for complex, high-stakes, or sensitive cases and
honors referral fees promptly. He is known for tenacious advocacy,
discretion, and results.

ROBERT M. GOLDMAN

LAW OFFICES OF ROBERT GOLDMAN, PLLC

36400 Woodward Avenue, Suite 30, Bloomfield Hills, Ml 48304

(248) 792-8180 | r.goldmanesq@gmail.com | goldmanlawpllc.com
Law Offices of Robert Goldman, PLLC is a boutique criminal defense
practice based in Oakland County focusing on State Felony or
Misdemeanor criminal matters, Probation Violations, and Expungements
of convictions. In addition to criminal defense, Robert Goldman provides
services for Drivers License Restoration, Personal Protection Orders and
Traffic Citations.

FAMILY LAW

BRANDY THOMPSON

THE KRONZEK FIRM

Main office-420 S Waverly Road, Suite 100, Lansing, MI 48917

(517) 8861000 | thompson@kronzek.law | childprotectiveservicesdefense.com
Focusing on Children’s Protective Services (CPS) Parent Defense, our
firm represents parents facing CPS investigations and related litigation.
Llead attorney Brandy Thompson is a recognized authority in this field
— nationally published and a featured ICLE lecturer on CPS defense.
Accepting referrals for all stages of CPS involvement.

Serving Michigan
landowners and
communities through
skilled environmental
advocacy.

BRYAN V. REED

REED, CENTRACCHIO & ASSOCIATES, PLLC

1101 Broad Street, Suite 315, St. Joseph, Ml 49085

(269) 605-0540 | bvreed@recentlaw.com | recentlaw.com
Experienced family law litigator handling high-asset divorce, custody, support,
and complex domestic relations matters. Extensive experience with business
owners, professionals, and international/cross-border family law issues.
Multi-attorney firm with offices in Michigan, lllinois, and Nevada. Particular
experience with complex financial matters, inferstate disputes, and high-
conflict custody cases. Attorney fluent in French, with Spanish- and Polish-
speaking staff and established professional networks in France and ltaly.

CANDYCE EWING ABBATT

ABBATT ZURAWSKI PC

32770 Franklin Road, Suite 200, Franklin, Ml 48025

(248) 847-3803 | cabbatt@famfirm.com | famfirm.com
Experienced litigation counsel with over forty years’ experience in high
conflict family law matters. Practice throughout Michigan, including
Ocakland, Wayne, Livingston, and Washtenaw counties.

CASEY ZURAWSKI

ABBATT ZURAWSKI PC

32770 Franklin Road, Franklin, MI 48025

(248) 847-3803 | cezurawski@famfirm.com | famfirm.com
| represent clients across the full spectrum of family law, including divorce
proceedings, custody and parenting time disputes, child and spousal
support, complex property division, and postjudgment modification and
enforcement actions. | provide straightforward, strategic assessments
tailored to each client’s unique circumstances.

LEZA ELIAS

LEZA ELIAS LAW, PLC

100 W Big Beaver Road, Suite 200, Troy, Ml 48084

(248) 525-5235 | lelias@lelawplc.com
leza Elias Law, PLC represents clients in family law matters on both the
plaintiff and defense sides. The firm also handles a wide range of complex
personal injury cases, including auto and trucking accidents, premises
liability, and related claims.

PENNY A. PARKER

KECSKES, GADD & PARKER, PC

41100 Plymouth Road, Suite B1-130, Plymouth, MI 48170

(734) 354-8600 | pparker@kgplawyers.com | kgplawyers.com
Handling all aspects of family law matters including divorce, paternity, child
custody and child support, post judgment, as well as case inifiation. We also
handle estate planning, commercial litigation, contract law, and personal injury.

PETER G. BISSETT

PETER G. BISSETT, PLC

200 E Big Beaver Road, Troy, MI 48083

(248) 457-4566 | peter@pgbplc.com | PGBPLC.com
A compassionate, experienced Southeast Michigan attorney and boutique
law firm offering a personal touch in divorce and family law matters. Your
clients will thank you for referring them to a wholistic, bespoke practice
finely tailored to each client's unique needs, goals, and values.

ROSE MARY MOCK

MOCK LAW, LLC

8539 Monroe Street, Suite 3, Sylvania, OH 43560

(419) 214-0204 | rosemockesq@gmail.com | rosemocklaw.com
Licensed clinical social worker and attorney at law.

SARAPHOENA B. KOFFRON

AUSTIN+KOFFRON

28345 Beck Road, Suite 404, Wixom, Ml 49393

(248) 480-8808 | info@austin-koffron.com | austinkoffron.com
When the most important thing in life is at stake and you need someone
who has an uncompromising belief in the fair application of our laws,
call Saraphoena. Handling complex family law, divorce, estate, and
probate disputes as a litigator, appellate advocate, and mediator with
offices in Kalamazoo and Novi/Wixom.
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THOMAS D. PASCARIS
PASCARIS LAW FIRM, PLLC
33505 W 14 Mile Road, Suite 60, Farmington Hills, Ml 48331
(248) 482-7288 | tom@pascarislaw.com | Pascarislaw.com

ESTATE PLANNING
PROBATE FIRM, AND FAMILY LAW

VERONIQUE LIEM

LAW & MEDIATION OFFICE OF VERONIQUE LIEM

2751 Byington Blvd, Ann Arbor, Ml 48105

(734) 769-3472 | vliem@liemlaw.com | liemlaw.com
With over 40 years of practice in family law, combined with an MBA
and prior experience in business and employment litigation, | promote
setlement and civil modes of resolution. | am a Fellow of the American
Academy of matrimonial Lawyers (AAML) and of the Collaborative
Practice Institute of M.

VICTORIA L. TARGOSZ

TARGOSZ & WALKER LEGAL GROUP, PLLC

15920 W 12 Mile Road, Suite 202, Southfield, MI 48076

(248) 443-5250 | victoria@targoszwalker.com | targoszwalker.com
Experienced family law divorce and estate planning firm dedicated to
providing excellent results, building relationships one client at a time.

FEDERAL FELONIES/MISDEMEANORS

LOREN DICKSTEIN

(248) 660-0022

elitedefenseattorney@gmail.com
Loren Dickstein handles all state and federal criminal matters, including
trials, appeals, probation violations, and precharge investigations. He
welcomes referrals for complex, high-stakes, or sensitive cases and honors
referral fees promptly. He is known for tenacious advocacy, discretion,
and results.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Greg Jones

2026 Michigan Super Lawyers
Rising Stars Honoree

Sam Morgan

2026 Michigan Super Lawyers
Honoree

Michigan Lawyers Weekly 2026 List of "Best Up &
Coming Law Firms"'

MICHIGAN
2024 2025
RATED BY
Sam Morgan Super Lawyers
David Kotzian
Donald Gasiorek
Ray Carey
Paul Hines

Sam Morgan
David Kotzian
Donald Gasiorek
Ray Carey
Paul Hines

Donald J. Gasiorek
David A. Kotzian
Sam Morgan

David A. Kotzian
Sam Morgan
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COLIN DARKE

COMPLISUN LEGAL, PLC

1420 Washington Blvd, Suite 301, Detroit, Ml 48226

(313) 617-4473 | colindarke@complisun.com | complisunlegal.com
CompliSun Legal: corporate and regulatory counsel for fintechs, RIAs,
banks, and credit unions. Formation, founder disputes, equity and
incentive plans, M&A support. BSA/AML, UDAAP, bank partnerships,
vendor and model risk. Detroit-based with national practice. Pairs senior
legal counsel with Al-powered compliance platform for continuous
monitoring. Referral fees honored.

FIREARM/LICENSE RESTORATION

NICOLAS J. MONARREZ

(248) 660-0022 | elitedefenseattorney@gmail.com
Nicolas Monarrez handles all state and federal criminal matters,
including frials, appeals, probation violations, and precharge
investigations. He welcomes referrals for complex, high-stakes, or
sensitive cases and honors referral fees promptly. He is known for
tenacious advocacy, discretion, and results.

GENERAL PRACTICE

BRADLEY EDWARD COCHRANE

THE TRAVELING ATTORNEY, PC

51550 Washington Street, Room A113, New Baltimore, Ml 48047

(586) 419-1632 | Cochrane@TravelingAttorney.com | TravelingAttorney.com
Michigan Attorney providing ethics guidance, complex litigation and
appellate counseling, business and real estate advisory services,
contract drafting and negotiation, asset protection planning,
risk assessment, professional responsibility consultation, dispute
prevention, compliance review, and strategic counsel for individuals,
businesses, entrepreneurs, and fellow Attorneys in high-stakes or
technically complex matters.

Your occupation is Our occupation

We have a team of Employment Lawyers with decades of experience
providing advice, counsel, and representation to Employees and
Employers in a wide variety of occupations, for:

» Wrongful discharge and discrimination

* Sexual harassment

* Whistleblower and retaliation

» Non-payment of wages and FLSA disputes

» Enforcement of equity agreements and minority shareholder rights

» Non-compete and non-solicitation cases

» Severance agreement reviews and negotiations

* HR counseling

+» Defending against government investigations

Our team includes Senior Associate,
Barbara Urlaub*, and Of Counsel
attorneys, David Kotzian*, Donald
Gasiorek*, Raymond Carey*, and
Paul Hines.

*2026 Michigan Super Lawyers Honorees

Toll Free Phone: 888.421.9704
Local: 248.865.0001
www.work-lawyers.com

]| MORGAN&JONES

LAWYERS FOR THE WORKPLACE
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KATRINA WRIGHT

RIGHT LEGAL SERVICE PLLC

11800 Merriman, No 51393, Livonia, Ml 48151

(313) 615-0016 | rightlegalservice@gmail.com | rightlegalservice.com
When you are facing civil, criminal, or probate court legal issues, it is
important to have someone on your side to protect your rights and guide
you through the legal system. At Right Legal Service, PLLC, | am here to
listen to your story and work with you to find a solution. Give us a call.

HEALTH CARE

HILDA GURLEY

HILDA GURLEY, PLLC

23077 Greenfield Road, Suite 455 PMB 1124, Southfield, Ml 48075

(313) 5109188 | hgurley@hildagurleylaw.com
Pharmacy Compliance and Operations: Board of Pharmacy; DEA/
controlled substances; FDA (DSCSA, 503A, 503B); Sterile compounding/
USP 797; USP 800; USP 795; HIPPA; Stark; Antikickback; Pharmacy
licensing; Accreditation; Medicare Parts C and D; Payor contracting; DME;
Professional licensure.

TATIANA MELNIK

MELNIK LEGAL PLLC

8502 Ladue Lane, Tampa, FL 33614

(734) 358-4201 | tatiana@melniklegal.com | melniklegal.com
Tatiana Melnik, licensed in Michigan and Florida, represents business entities
of all sizes on business transactions and compliance matters involving arfificial
intelligence, data breaches and reporting, data privacy and security, data
use and licensing, health law (including HIPAA, Stark, and AntiKickback),
and information technology. Tatiana’s background in information technology
and business gives her an ‘insider’ understanding of technology and the
business pressures of operating in today’s technology laden world.

HUMAN RESOURCES

DANIEL BEITZ

DANIEL BEITZ LAW FIRM, PLLC

7481 Reid Road, Swartz Creek, Ml 48473

(248) 4255487 | daniel@danielbeitzlawfirm.com | danielbeitzlawfirm.com
| assist and advise nonprofits with corporate transactions, such as basic
contracts, sales and service agreements, and drafting corporate policy's. |
also advise on human resource issues, including HR policies, terminations,
and hiring. | can also handle most nonlitigation issues confronted by
nonprofits, such as charitable organizations and educational institutions.

IMMIGRATION

ALYSSA HUSSEIN

CROSSING FRONTIERS IMMIGRATION LAW

110 Sheppard Avenue East, Suite 615, Toronto, ON, CANADA

(437)783-5179 | alyssa@crossingfrontiers.ca | crossingfrontiers.ca
Alyssa Hussein is a U.S. and Canadian immigration lawyer for
startups, investors, individuals, and growing companies — from work
visa strategy to permanent residence and employer compliance. She
also supports firms in an Of Counsel capacity providing cross-border
immigration support.

CAMARON M. VOYLES

IMMIGRATION LAW OFFICES OF ANTONE, CASAGRANDE & ADWERS, PC

30150 Telegraph Road, Suite 140,Bingham Farms, Ml 48025

(248) 406-4100 | camaron@antone.com | antone.com
Antone, Casagrande, & Adwers, PC, an AV-rated firm, provides
comprehensive services in U.S. immigration law. 10+ years primarily
focusing on corporate business immigration matters including H-1B
Specialized Workers, L1 Intra-Company Transferees, O-1 Extraordinary
Aliens, Trade NAFTA/USMCA Professionals, and Business Visitors, as
well as employment-based and family-based Green Card processes.

DIANE E. HUNT

IMMIGRATION LAW OFFICES OF ANTONE, CASAGRANDE & ADWERS, PC

30150 Telegraph Road, Suite 140, Bingham Farms, Ml 48025

(248) 406-4100 | diane@antone.com | antone.com
Antone, Casagrande, & Adwers, PC, an AV-rated firm, provides
comprehensive services in U.S. immigration law. We assist employers and
individuals with all immigration matters, including family, humanitarian,
and business immigration law matters. We also provide direct assistance
to attorneys on immigration matters.

DOROTHY H. BASMAJI

IMMIGRATION LAW OFFICES OF ANTONE, CASAGRANDE & ADWERS, PC

30150 Telegraph Road, Suite 140, Bingham Farms, Ml 48025

(248) 406-4100 | dorothy@antone.com | antone.com
Antone, Casagrande, & Adwers, PC, an AV-rated firm, provides
comprehensive services in U.S. immigration law. We assist employers
and individuals with all immigration matters, including work visa
petitions, green card applications, and family immigration matters, and
citizenship issues. We also provide direct assistance to attorneys on
immigration matters.

Antone, Casagrande -

permanent residency.

(248) 406-4100 | LAW@ANTONE.COM | ANTONE.COM
SUITE 410 | BINGHAM FARMS, MI 48025

30150 TELEGRAPH ROAD |

Adwers, P.C.

IMMIGRATION LAW FIRM

A Martindale-Hubbell AV-Rated law firm, has been assisting attorneys
and their clients with immigration matters since 1993.
As a firm, we focus exclusively on immigration law with expertise in
employment and family immigration for individuals, small businesses,
and multi-national corporations ranging from business visas to

VIRTUAL

SUPPORT GROUP

EMAIL CONTACTLJAP @ MICHBAR.ORG
OR CALL (800) 996-5522 TO REGISTER

LAWYER AND JUDGES
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

SBM
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IYAH J. YOUSSEF

IMMIGRATION LAW OFFICES OF ANTONE, CASAGRANDE & ADWERS, PC

30150 Telegraph Road, Suite 140, Bingham Farms, Ml 48025

(248) 406-4100 | iyah@antone.com | antone.com
Antone, Casagrande, & Adwers, PC, an AV-rrated firm, provides
comprehensive services in U.S. immigration law. We assist employers
and individuals with all immigration matters, including work visa
petitions, green card applications, and family immigration matters, and
citizenship issues. We also provide direct assistance to attorneys on
immigration matters.

JESSE GOLDSTEIN

IMMIGRATION LAW OFFICES OF ANTONE, CASAGRANDE & ADWERS, PC

30150 Telegraph Road, Suite 140, Bingham Farms, Ml 48025

(248) 406-4100 | jesse@antone.com | antone.com
Jesse Goldstein has 20 years of experience in providing comprehensive
services in U.S. immigration law. He assists employers and individuals
with all immigration matters, including work visa petitions, green card
applications, and labor certifications. His experience also includes
preparing responses to Requests for Evidence to the USCIS.

JUSTIN D. CASAGRANDE

IMMIGRATION LAW OFFICES OF ANTONE, CASAGRANDE & ADWERS, PC

30150 Telegraph Road, Suite 140, Bingham Farms, Ml 48025

(248) 406-4100 | justin@antone.com | antone.com
Antone, Casagrande, & Adwers, PC, an AVrated firm, provides
comprehensive services in U.S. immigration law. We assist employers
and individuals with all immigration matters, including work visa petitions,
green card applications, and criminal immigration issues. We also provide
direct assistance to attorneys on immigration matters.

MICHAEL S. YU

IMMIGRATION LAW OFFICES OF ANTONE, CASAGRANDE & ADWERS, PC

30150 Telegraph Road, Suite 140, Bingham Farms, Ml 48025

(248) 406-4100 | mike@antone.com | antone.com
Antone, Casagrande, & Adwers, PC, an AVrated firm, provides
comprehensive services in U.S. immigration law. 10+ years primarily
focusing on corporate business immigration matters including H-1B
Specialized Workers, L-1 Infra-Company Transferees, O-1 Extraordinary
Aliens, Trade NAFTA/USMCA Professionals, and Business Visitors, as well
as employmentbased and family-based Green Card processes.

N. PETER ANTONE

IMMIGRATION LAW OFFICES OF ANTONE, CASAGRANDE & ADWERS, PC

30150 Telegraph Road, Suite 140,Bingham Farms, Ml 48025

(248) 406-4100 | peter@antone.com | antone.com
Antone, Casagrande, & Adwers, PC, an AVrated firm, provides
comprehensive services in U.S. immigration law. We assist individuals,
families, small businesses, and multinational corporations with all
immigration-related proceedings, including work permits, visa petitions,
green card applications, and the naturalization. We also provide direct
assistance to aftorneys on immigration matters.

PHILIP COLLINS

COLLINS IMMIGRATION & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES, LLC

3440 Bradford Street NE, Grand Rapids, Ml 48525

(717) 8919011 | phil@collinsimmigration.com | collinsimmigration.com
A virtual immigration law office with over a decade of experience
providing services including: family- and marriage-based petitions,
green card applications, consular processing, employment authorization,
naturalization, VAWA, and waiver applications. Special attention given to
cases involving refugees, asylees, or other humanitarian-based applicants.
US-based immigration services offered both locally and globally.

REEM KHRAIZAT

DAGHER KHRAIZAT IMMIGRATION LAW GROUP

19855 Outer Drive, 104W, Dearborn, Ml 48124

(313) 565-6581 | rkhraizat@dkimmlaw.com | dkimmigrationlaw.com
DK Law practice covers family-based and employment-based immigration,
including visas, green cards, and citizenship. It also includes asylum
and humanitarian relief, deportation defense, waivers, and compliance
matters. We advise clients, prepare petitions, and represent individuals
and businesses before USCIS, immigration courts, and consular offices.
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RUSSELL ABRUTYN

ABRUTYN LAW

15944 West 12 Mile Road, Southfield, Ml 48076

(248) 9659440 | russell@abrutyn.com | abrutyn.com
We assist noncitizens with immigration matters including deportation
defense, federal litigation, family-based immigration, asylum,
naturalization, crimmigration, and other complex situations. We
provide personalized service to individuals, families, employers, and
other atforneys.

RYAN J. ADWERS

IMMIGRATION LAW OFFICES OF ANTONE, CASAGRANDE & ADWERS, PC

30150 Telegraph Road, Suite 140, Bingham Farms, Ml 48025

(248) 406-4100 | ryan@antone.com | antone.com
Antone, Casagrande, & Adwers, PC, an AV-rated firm, provides
comprehensive services in U.S. immigration law. We assist employers,
families and individuals with all immigration matters, including work visa
petitions, green card applications, naturalization petitions, and criminal
immigration issues. We also provide direct assistance to attorneys on
immigration matters.

INSURANCE

HOWARD E. GURWIN

HOWARD E. GURWIN PC

30300 Northwestern Highway, Suite 302, Farmington Hills, Ml 48334

(248) 352-2727 | hegurl@yahoo.com | HowardGurwin.com
Highly experienced in all manners of insured property damage claims,
available for examinations under oath, litigation, as well as utility damage
claims. Referral fees confirmed in writing.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

DEAN W. AMBURN

AMBURN LAW PLLC

The Mezz at Michigan Central, 2001 15th Street,Detroit, Ml 48216

(313) 6212111 | dwa@amburnlaw.com | pure.law
Amburn Law is a boutique intellectual property and litigation firm
representing its clients in high-stakes IP matters across the United States.
The firm combines deep technical knowledge with trialtested litigation
experience to help clients protect, enforce, and defend their most valuable
intellectual property assets.

JESSICA FLEETHAM

EVIA LAW PLC
231 S Old Woodward, Suite 220,Birmingham, Ml 48009
(248) 756-1205 | jessica@evialaw.com | evialaw.com

| handle patent, trademark, trade secret, and copyright litigation across
the country, complex commercial matters with a technology focus, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office post grant proceedings, and International
Trade Commission investigations.

MICHAEL NRANIAN P.E.

AUTOMOTIVE DESIGN ANALYSIS

10945 Stoney Point Drive, South Lyon, MI 48178

(248) 376-0338 | mnranian@charter.net | trialexpertwitness.com
Patent litigation, product development expert witness consultation-
testimony. All aspects of intellectual property litigation

MARCUS DOLCE

FLYNN THIEL, PC

2026 Rambling Road, Kalamazoo, Ml 49008

(269) 381-1156 | mail@flynnthiel.com | flynnthiel.com
Our Haiku: Patent and trademark Come to us for protection We can get
it done
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JUVENILE DEFENSE

CYNTHIA CONLON

CONLON LEGAL SERVICES, PLC

537 S Garfield, Suite 102, Traverse City, Ml 49686

(231) 421-8283 | conlonlegal@gmail.com | conlon-legal.com
| was admitted to the bar in May, 1988. In the past 5 years, I've narrowed
my practice to criminal defense and juvenile delinquency cases, which
has allowed me to give more time and attention to those matters. |
practice mainly in Grand Traverse and Leelanau Counties, and | have a
good success rate in frials and plea negotiations.

LABOR & EMPLOYMENT

DANIELLE SAFRAN

THE SIGLER LAW FIRM, PLC

30300 Northwestern Highway, Farmington Hills, Ml 48334

(248) 932-3500 | safranlaw1@gmail.com | siglerlawfirm.com
Boutique law firm focusing on employment law, discrimination, hostile
work environment, retaliation, FMLA, ADA, ADEA, Title VII, Civil Rights
Act Section 1981, 1983, and more, for over twenty-five years.

THOMAS R. PAXTON

THOMAS R. PAXTON JD. PC

10523 Hart Street, Huntington Woods, MI 48070

(313) 300-7245 | Trpaxton@gmail.com
| have over 40 years experience trying employment related matters in
Michigan state and federal courts

THOMAS W H BARLOW

520 Harmon Street, Birmingham, Ml 48009

(248) 420-0080 | twhbarlow@gmail.com
Management side employment attorney who has been selected by
Martindale Hubble as AV Preeminent, Michigan Super Lawyer, Leading
Lawyers, and “Top Lawyer” by D business magazine is available for referral
or consultation in virtually all aspects of workplace law. Representing
unionized and nonunion employers in NLRB matters as well as defense of
civil rights claims and development of executive contracts with noncompete
provisions and trade secret protection. Duke University law grad with more
than 35 years’ experience. Admitted in Michigan and New York.

LAND USE

LAUREN A. TEICHNER

TEICHNER LAW PLC

9702 Echo Valley Drive, Traverse City, Ml 49685

(231) 715-1544 | lauren@teichnerlaw.com | teichnerlaw.com
Teichner Law is an environmental and land use law firm. We act as a
bridge between landowners/local communities and complex legal
systems, providing client-centered representation to protect Michigan's
natural resources and advance a sustainable future.

LANDLORD RIGHTS

KEVIN P. SUTHERLAND

SBS LAW, PLC

234 Division Avenue N, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503

(616) 3332427 | ksutherland@sbslawplc.com | sbslawplc.com
SBS Law PLC proudly serves numerous property managers and property
owners, clients managing nearly 40,000 units across Grand Rapids,
Holland, Hudsonville, Kalamazoo, Lansing, and surrounding areas.
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LANDLORD/TENANT

ALEX GREEN IV

ALEX GREEN IV, PLLC

26711 Southfield Road, Suite 101,Lathrup Village, Ml 48076

(248) 424-9688 | alex@alexgreenivpllc.com | alexgreenivplic.com
Alex Green IV, PLLC provides strategic, results-driven legal representation
across mediation, no-fault and personal injury litigation, premises liability,
municipal law, landlord-tenant disputes, real property matters, contract
drafting and negotiation, and criminal defense. As a court approved civil
mediator in Michigan, Alex Green combines advocacy, transparency,
and practical counsel to achieve client objectives.

LEGAL MALPRACTICE

JENNIFER M. GRIECO

ALTIOR LAW, PC

401 S Old Woodward, Suite 460,Birmingham, Ml 48009

(248) 372-9884 | jgrieco@altiorlaw.com | altiorlaw.com
Altior Law represents business entities of all sizes in a variety of complex
commercial litigation issues, providing the sound and reasoned
counsel clients seek from an experienced legal professional. We are
business lawyers and business people. We understand the successes
and struggles of business, and we focus on how the law can support
business strategies.

THOMAS H. HOWLETT

THE GOOGASIAN FIRM, PC

6905 Telegraph Road, Suite 140, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301

(248) 502-0862 | thowleft@googasian.com | michiganlegalmalpractice.com
As professionals, we know that lawyers, like others, can make mistakes
and cause harm. That's why we selectively pursue legal malpractice
cases throughout Michigan. We pursue cases with hard work and
professionalism, giving clients the respect and responsiveness that they
deserve. A majority of Tom Howlett's practice consists of plaintiff-side
legal malpractice claims. We always pay referral fees with client consent.

LIQUOR LICENSES

KELLY A. ALLEN

ADKISON, NEED, ALLEN, & RENTROP, PLLC

39572 Woodward Avenue, Suite 222,Bloomfield Hills, Ml 48304

(248) 540-7400 | kallen@anafirm.com | anafirm.com
A statewide leader in Michigan liquor law, Adkison, Need, Allen
& Rentrop delivers comprehensive legal services—from licensing,
acquisitions, and transfers to regulatory compliance and enforcement—
profecting and maximizing the value of businesses involved in every
aspect of the liquor industry.
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PETER ABBO

WEINBAUM & ABBO PC

28545 Orchard Lake Road, Suite B,Farmington Hills, MI 48334

(248) 489-1880 | PeterAbboAttorney@gmail.com
Senior attorney with over 40 years’' experience in liquor licensing
matters. Current practice includes representation in the sale/purchase of
a business with a liquor license, or sale/purchase of a liquor license.
Practice also includes liquor control hearings and appeals.

LITIGATION

JESSICA FLEETHAM

EVIA LAW PLC
231 S Old Woodward, Suite 220, Birmingham, Ml 48009
(248) 756-1205 | jessica@evialaw.com | evialaw.com

From severance reviews to EEOC charges, through trial —Morgan &
Jones champions workplace rights, including discrimination, harassment,
retaliation, wage disputes, and contract negotiations. Personal injury
cases get the same sharp advocacy and care. Diligent, responsive, and
results-driven. Referral fees paid. Clients stay informed, respected, and in
exceptionally good hands.

JOSEPH PATRICK MCGILL

FOLEY BARON METZGER & JUIP PLLC

38777 Six Mile Road, Livonia, Ml 48170

(248) 763-1810 | fbmjlaw.com | jmcgill@fbmjlaw.com
My practice focuses on complex civil litigation and strategic counsel
across product liability, commercial disputes, and business and estate
matters. | represent clients in high exposure cases involving construction,
insurance coverage, environmental claims, and regulatory issues.
Drawing on leadership experience and technical certifications, | provide
practical, results driven advocacy, national trial representation, and
dispute resolution services, including mediation, for sophisticated clients
facing multifaceted legal and business challenges with a focus on
efficiency and client objectives.

TAMI SALZBRENNER

THE FRANK FIRM, PLLC

30833 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 205, Farmington Hills, MI 48334

(248) 932-1440 | tami@frankfirm.com | frankfirm.com
We are a small firm handling business and civil litigation and bankruptey
matters.

WE'RE HERE
L] HELP.

1(800) 996-5522

LAWYERS AND JUDGES
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Liquor Licensing Attorneys

248.540.7400 e www.anafirm.com

Adkison, Need, Allen, & Rentrop
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MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

BRIAN MCKEEN

MCKEEN & ASSOCIATES

2000 Town Center, Suite 1200, Southfield, Ml 48076

(313) 7339301 | bjmckeen@mckeenassociates.com | mckeenassociates.com
McKeen & Associates is a medical malpractice and personal injury
law firm dedicated to representing individuals harmed by negligence.
Our experienced and accomplished attorneys are results-driven and
committed to securing the justice and compensation our clients deserve.

MORTGAGE LENDER COMPLIANCE

PHILIP DELOACH

ADAMS LAW

45209 Helm Street, Plymouth, Ml 48170

(734) 422-3400 | philip@adams.law | adams.law
We represent morigage brokers and lenders on regulatory compliance,
including RESPA, TILA, the LO Compensation Rule, and Regulations
Z and X. We structure Affiliated Business Arrangements, branch |
“P&L" and “Expense Management’) models, and supporting documentation,
and we handle entity and tax structuring, preparation, and audit representation.

MUNICIPAL

ALEX GREEN IV

ALEX GREEN IV, PLLC

26711 Southfield Road, Suite 101, Lathrup Village, Ml 48076

(248) 424-9688 | alex@alexgreenivpllc.com | alexgreenivpllc.com
Alex Green IV, PLLC provides strategic, results-driven legal representation
across mediation, no-fault and personal injury litigation, premises liability,
municipal law, landlord-tenant disputes, real property matters, contract
drafting and negotiation, and criminal defense. As a court approved civil
mediator in Michigan, Alex Green combines advocacy, transparency,
and practical counsel to achieve client objectives.

NONPROFIT CORPORATE TRANSACTIONS

DANIEL BEITZ

DANIEL BEITZ LAW FIRM, PLLC

7481 Reid Road, Swartz Creek, Ml 48473

(248) 425-5487 | daniel@danielbeitzlawfirm.com | danielbeitzlawfirm.com
| assist and advise nonprofits with corporate transactions, such as basic
contracts, sales and service agreements, and drafting corporate policy's. |
also advise on human resource issues, including HR policies, terminations,
and hiring. | can also handle most nonlitigation issues confronted by
nonprofits, such as charitable organizations and educational institutions.

NONPROFIT LAW

ELLEN SUGRUE HYMAN

LAW OFFICE OF ELLEN SUGRUE HYMAN, PLLC

PO Box 1023, Okemos, Ml 48864

(517)763-7295 | loellenhymanpllc@gmail.com
| have nearly 30 years of experience in estate planning. | work with
clients to ensure that their assets pass down fo their loved ones and that
there are surrogate decisionmakers in place if and when they are unable
to make medical treatment decisions or handle their financial matters.

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS

DANA THOMPSON

DANA ROACH LEGAL GROUP PLLC

(313) 4213776 | danaathompson1@gmail.com | linkedin.com/in/danc-

thompson-jd-aba10b22/
Michigan transactional attorney advising nonprofits, entrepreneurs, and
small businesses on governance, organizational structure, contracts,
employment matters, trademarks, and compliance issues. Frequently
assists out-of-state counsel with Michigan legal review and issue-spotting.
Focused on practical solutions and limited-scope engagements.

OIL & GAS LAW

LAWRENCE M. ELKUS

ELKUS LAW PC

30833 Northwestern Highway, Suite 204,Farmington Hills, MI 48334

(248) 539-3232 | LME@elkus.com | OilandGaslawCenterofMl.com
Representing Independent oil and gas companies, investors, corporate real
estate owners and landowners in MI, Texas, Pennsylvania and Colorado.

OowI/DUlI

DANIEL T. GEHERIN

GEHERIN LAW GROUP, PLLC

760 W Eisenhower Parkway, Suite #305, Ann Arbor, Ml 48103

(734) 2632780 | Dan@GLGMichigan.com | GLGMICHIGAN.COM
Geherin Law Group, PLLC, is a criminal justice firm based in Ann Arbor.
Founder Daniel T. Geherin is an AV-Preeminent rated former prosecutor
with 30 years’ experience practicing criminal law. The firm handles adult
and juvenile criminal justice matters throughout Southeastern Michigan,
and statewide driver’s license appeals. Referral fees honored promptly.

LOREN DICKSTEIN

(248) 660-0022 | elitedefenseattorney@gmail.com
Loren Dickstein handles all state and federal criminal matters, including trials,
appeals, probation violations, and precharge investigations. He welcomes
referrals for complex, high-stakes, or sensitive cases and honors referral fees
promptly. He is known for tenacious advocacy, discretion, and results.

PATENTS

AVERY N GOLDSTEIN
MAXGO LAW PLLC
25805 York Road, Suite C, Royal Oak, MI 48067
(248) 703-3198 | ag@maxgolaw.com | maxgolaw.com
We help clients secure US and global patents with special emphasis on
complex technologies involving chemistry, materials, quantum computing,
and biotechnology.

Michigan Accident Attorneys

Award-winning representation for accident
victims, no fees until we win.

® 77) 2255622

MichiganAccidentAttorneys.com

CAR ACCIDENTS | TRUCK ACCIDENTS | MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS | PEDESTRIAN ACCIDENTS
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PERSONAL INJURY

ALEX GREEN IV

ALEX GREEN 1V, PLLC

26711 Southfield Road, Suite 101, Lathrup Village, Ml 48076

(248) 424-9688 | alex@alexgreenivpllc.com | alexgreenivpllc.com
Alex Green IV, PLLC provides strategic, results-driven legal representation
across mediation, nofault and personal injury litigation, premises liability,
municipal law, landlordtenant disputes, real property matters, contract
drafting and negotiation, and criminal defense. As a court approved civil
mediator in Michigan, Alex Green combines advocacy, transparency,
and practical counsel to achieve client objectives.

AMELIA ZURCHAUER

ARMOR INJURY LAW

22800 Hall Road, Suite 510, Clinton Twp., MI 48036

(810) 692-7667 | amelia@armorinjurylaw.com | rmorinjurylaw.com
Armor Injury Law, PLLC represents individuals across Michigan in all
personal injury matters, including auto accidents, trucking collisions,
premises liability, dog bites, and wrongful death. We provide aggressive
advocacy with a personal approach where every client is cared for and
never treated as just a number.

DOUGLAS E. FIERBERG

THE FIERBERG NATIONAL LAW GROUP

201 E 17th Street, Suite A, Traverse City, Ml 49684

(231) 933-0180 | info@tfnlgroup.com | tfnlgroup.com
Our attorneys advocate for victims and their families in matters involving
hazing, sexual abuse, human trafficking, school violence, catastrophic
injury, and wrongful death. For more than 30 years, we have obtained
justice for our clients against individual and institutional wrongdoers in
some of the most serious and complex cases.

Michigan’s Premises

Liability Guru

Serious slip-and-fall and premises liability
cases require immediate investigation

and experienced litigation strategy. Our
firm handles complex retail, commercial,
residential, and snow-and-ice claims while
keeping both you and your client protected
throughout the process.

LAW OFFICES OF

Tobop J. STEARN, P.C.
248-744-5000 | tjslawfirm.com
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JOHN E. FITZZGERALD

FITZZGERALD LAWY, PLLC

2 Crocker Boulevard, Suite 301, Mount Clemens, Ml 48043

(313) 600-4589 | (fitzgerald@fitzlawplic.com | fitzlawpllc.com
Trusted personal injury referral counsel, referral fees honored. All cases
handled directedly by partner with personal attention and access. Firm has
history of trial and settlement success.

KARA WEISMAN

VAHDAT WEISMAN LAW

17197 N Laurel Park Drive, Suite 500, Livonia, Ml 48152

(734) 469-4994 | kara@thevwlaw.com | thevwlaw.com
Vahdat Weisman Law handles serious personal injury cases statewide,
including: Auto, Dog Bites, Medical Malpractice, Wrongful Death,
Slip and Fall Relentless advocacy. Proven results. We value referral
relationships and honor fees.

LEZA ELIAS

LEZA ELIAS LAW, PLC

100 W Big Beaver Road, Suite 200, Troy, Ml 48084

(248) 525-5235 | lelias@lelawplc.com
leza Elias Law, PLC represents clients in family law matters on both
the plaintiff and defense sides. The firm also handles a wide range of
complex personal injury cases, including auto and trucking accidents,
premises liability, and related claims.

MICHAEL A. SMITH

MICHIGAN ACCIDENT ATTORNEYS

755 W Big Beaver Road, Suite 238, Troy, Ml 48084

(877)225-5622 | Michael@maalaw.com | michiganaccidentattorneys.com
Michigan Accident Attorneys fights for injured clients across Michigan,
securing compensation in auto, motorcycle, truck, and slip-andfall
accidents. We handle every step of the personal injury process with care,
expertise, and aggressive advocacy. Dedicated to justice and results. Refer
your clients with confidence.

MILLIONS IN
REFERRAL FEES
paid consistent
with Michigan
ethical rules
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TODD STEARN

LAW OFFICES OF TODD J. STEARN, PLC

29829 Greenfield Road, Suite 101, Southfield, Ml 48076

(248) 744-5000 | todd@tjslawfirm.com | fjslawfirm.com
AV rated and Michigan Lawyers Weekly Hall of Fame attorney handling
personal injury claims including car crash claims and premises liability
claims. Millions paid in referral fees. All referral fees guaranteed in writing.

PERSONAL PROTECTION ORDERS

LOREN DICKSTEIN

(248) 660-0022 | elitedefenseattorney@gmail.com
Loren Dickstein handles all state and federal criminal matters, including trials,
appeals, probation violations, and precharge investigations. He welcomes
referrals for complex, high-stakes, or sensitive cases and honors referral fees
promptly. He is known for tenacious advocacy, discretion, and results.

PREMISES LIABILITY

CHRISTOPHER BARATTA

BARATTA & BARATTA, PC

120 Market Street, Mount Clemens, Ml 48043

(586) 868-4413 | chris@barattalegal.com | barattalegal.com
For over 30 years | have focused my practice on premises liability and
have obtained multiple seven-figure verdicts and settlements.

PROBATE & ESTATE

ALEX GREEN IV

ALEX GREEN IV, PLLC

26711 Southfield Road, Suite 101, Lathrup Village, Ml 48076

(248) 424-9688 | alex@alexgreenivpllc.com | alexgreenivpllc.com
Alex Green IV, PLLC provides strategic, results-driven legal representation
across mediation, nofault and personal injury litigation, premises liability,
municipal law, landlordtenant disputes, real property matters, contract
drafting and negotiation, and criminal defense. As a court approved civil
mediator in Michigan, Alex Green combines advocacy, transparency, and
practical counsel to achieve client objectives.

ASHLEY WADDELL TINGSTAD

TREETOWN LAWY, PLLC

214 N Fourth Avenue, 2nd Floor, Ann Arbor, Ml 48104

(734) 224-3977 | ashley@treetownlaw.com | treetownlaw.com
Treetown Law is an Ann Arbor boutique practice built on the belief that
estate planning is about relationships, values, and love. Our approach is
intentional, not formulaic. We handle estate planning, probate, and trust
administration. We welcome referrals and treat every client with the care
your reputation deserves.

CHARLES R. SHAW

THE LAW OFFICES OF CHARLES REGAN SHAW PLC

16950 Nineteen Mile Road, Suite 2, Clinton Township, Ml 48038

(586) 226-3805 | Shawplcfirm@gmail.com | SHAWATLAW.com
Trusted legal services serving Michigan families and businesses for over
25 years.

CHICO S. OBANDE

WILLIS LAW

491 W South Street, Kalamazoo, Ml 49007

(269) 492-1040 | cobande@willis.law | willis.law
Attorney with LL.M. in Taxation and LL.M. in Insurance Law, concentrating
in Estate Planning, Medicaid, and Elder Law.

CHRISTOPHER JUILLET

ARBOR ESTATE PLANNING, LAW OFFICES OF CHRISTOPHER JUILLET, PLC

2860 Carpenter Road, Suite 100B, Ann Arbor, MI 48108

(734) 8279450 | ArborEstatePlanning.com | chris@arborlegal.com
Comprehensive estate planning services: Wills, Trusts, Funeral
Representative Designations, Durable Powers of Attorney, Prenuptial
Agreements, Business Succession Planning.

DAVID S UNDERHILL

1894 W Eleven Mile Road, Berkley, MI 48072

(586) 596-2188 | duretplan@sbcglobal.net | davidsunderhill.com
Estate Planning practice focusing on Revocable Trusts and  Trust
Administration.

Vahdat Weisman Law handles serious
personal injury cases statewide,
including but not limited to:

Auto Accidents
Premises Liability
Workplace Injuries
Sexual Assault

Fire Loss and Flooding
Catastrophic Injuries
Wrongful Death

Dog Bites

Medical Malpractice
Slip and Fall

We value referral relationships and honor fees.
Free Consultation — Availability 24/7
(734) 469-4994

thevwlaw.com
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DAVIS C. MARTIN

WILLIS LAW

491 W South Street, Kalamazoo, Ml 49007

(269) 492-1040 | dmartin@willis.law | willis.law
Willis Law assists individuals and married couples develop an estate
plan to minimize conflict, avoid probate, and ensure their assets are
properly distributed.

ELLEN SUGRUE HYMAN

LAW OFFICE OF ELLEN SUGRUE HYMAN, PLLC

PO Box 1023, Okemos, Ml 48864

(517)763-7295 | loellenhymanpllc@gmail.com
| am a sole practitioner with nearly 30 years of experience. | provide
legal guidance to many non-profit organizations including leases,
contracts, financial policies, employee manuals, and compliance with
federal grant requirements (2 CFR 200).

JAMES C. MCCANN

MCCANN LAW

32437 Five Mile Road, Livonia, Ml 48154

(734) 421-4333 | jmccann@probatemi.com | ProbateMl.com
James C. McCann, Public Administrator, and Tyler W. McCann primary
focus is in Wills, Trust and Probate administration.

JENNIFER A. CUPPLES

JENNIFER A. CUPPLES, PLLC

2147 Cambridge Road, Berkley, Ml 48072

(248) 245-1549 | jennifer@jacuppleslaw.com | jacuppleslaw.com
We focus on contested will and trust dispute matters in probate court.
Whether it is breach of fiduciary duty claims against a trustee or
personal representative, trust disputes, fraud allegations, improper
execution, lack of capacity, or undue influence claims, we can help.
We work diligently to inform you of status and strategy while working
toward your goals.

JOHN R TATONE

JOHN R. TATONE & ASSOCIATES

8300 Hall Road, Suite 200, Utica, Ml 48317

(586) 580-8850 | jt@johntatone.com | johntatone.com
Estate planning, probate, and trust administration firm offering
reliable, process-driven representation for referred clients. We combine
personalized counsel with efficient systems to deliver wills, trusts, and
powers of attorney, helping clients avoid probate and move forward with
clarity, professionalism, and peace of mind.

KATY CARIGNAN

CARIG LAW, PLC

100 W Erie Street, Suite 2, Rogers City, Ml 49779

(989) 900-0341 | katy@cariglaw.com | cariglaw.com
Carig Law is a firm based in Northern MI, providing results-driven counsel
to individuals, businesses, and nonprofits. The firm focuses on estate
planning, probate and trust administration, real estate, and transactional
matters, including nonprofit formation and millage support, delivering
responsive service, clear communication, and efficient solutions tailored
to clients’ goals.

KEVIN ADAMS

ADAMS LAW

45209 Helm Street, Plymouth, Ml 48170

(734) 422-3400 | kevin@adams.law | adams.law
We provide federal and state tax planning, preparation, and audit
representation for individuals, owners, partnerships, S corporations,
and other entity structures; we advise on entity selection and tax-
structure optimization. We counsel businesses on general corporate
and transactional matters. We handle the referred matter and return the
client to you.
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MARK L. GANTZ

HURWITZ & GANTZ, PC

8283 N Telegraph, Dearborn Heights, Ml 48127

(313) 278-7030 | mgantz@hglawoffice.com | hglawoffice.com
“AV Preeminent” rated attorney with 50+ experience. Probate estates,
estate planning, ladybird deeds, and real estate transactions. Free
initial consultation.

MICHAEL J. WILLIS

WILLIS LAW

491 W South Street, Kalamazoo, Ml 49007

(269) 492-1045 | mijwillis@willis.law | willis.law
Estate Tax Minimization and Asset Protection. | work with high net
worth clients assisting them in minimizing estate tax exposure while also
ensuring best possible asset protection outcomes. | am happy to work
with other lawyers as co-counsel.

PADMA RAJ

BASSETT MURRAY LAW GROUP PLLC

2045 Hogback Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48105

(734) 9309200 | praj@bassettmurray.com | basseftmurray.com
For over 30 years, Bassett Murray Law Group PLLC has served clients
throughout Michigan, providing estate planning, probate, estate
administration, and Medicaid planning services. The firm helps
individuals and families navigate planning, aging, and legacy matters
with practical guidance and compassionate support tailored to each
client’s needs.

SAMUEL R. GILBERTSON

WILLIS LAW

491 W South Street, Kalamazoo, Ml 49007

(269) 492-1040 | sgilbertson@willis.law | willis.law
Experienced litigator for trust and estate disputes involving undue
influence, lack of capacity, forged signatures, holographic wills, and
related issues.

SARAPHOENA B. KOFFRON

AUSTIN+KOFFRON

28345 Beck Road, Suite 404, Wixom, Ml 49393

(248) 480-8808 | info@austinkoffron.com | austin-koffron.com
When the most important thing in life is at stake and you need someone
who has an uncompromising belief in the fair application of our laws, call
Saraphoena. Handling complex family law, divorce, estate, and probate
disputes as a litigator, appellate advocate, and mediator with offices in
Kalamazoo and Novi/Wixom.

TARA PETERSON

CRENSHAW PETERSON PC

2157 Commons Parkway, Okemos, Ml 48864

(517) 3472100 | crenshawpeterson@gmail.com | crenshawpeterson.com
We provide clients with personalized estate plans that fit their needs,
including Wills, Trusts, Powers, Deeds, Business planning, and Estate
administration and Asset Protection for long term care. Our Estate
Planning consultations are free. Our Elderlaw consultations are $350 to
start the Medicaid planning process.

THOMAS D. PASCARIS
PASCARIS LAW FIRM, PLLC
33505 W 14 Mile Road, Suite 60, Farmington Hills, MI 48331
(248) 482-7288 | tom@pascarislaw.com | Pascarislaw.com

ESTATE PLANNING, PROBATE
FIRM, AND FAMILY LAW

VICTORIA L. TARGOSZ

TARGOSZ & WALKER LEGAL GROUP, PLLC

15920 W 12 Mile Road, Suite 202, Southfield, MI 48076

(248) 443-5250 | victoria@targoszwalker.com | targoszwalker.com
Experienced family law divorce and estate planning firm dedicated to
providing excellent results, building relationships one client at a time.
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WENDY S. STANLEY

SECUREPATH LAW

A DIVISION OF SECUREPATH LEGAL ADVISORY, PLLC

PO Box 51042, Livonia, Ml 48151

(734) 704-7911 | wendy@securepathlaw.com | securepathlaw.com
SecurePath Law provides comprehensive estate plans designed to protect
clients” wealth and provide their families with total peace of mind. We
focus on preparing foundational legal documents—including Wills,
Revocable Living Trusts, Financial Powers of Attorney, and Advance
Healthcare Directives—to shield assets and honor medical wishes.

PROBATE & ESTATE - FLORIDA

RENEE E. NESBIT, ESQ.

8305 Laurel Lakes Way, Naples, FL 34119

(239) 249-1072 | rnesbit@nesbitlaw.com | nesbitlaw.com
We have 20 years' experience assisting Michigan attorneys and
their clients with Florida probate avoidance deeds and uncontested
probate matters.

PROBATE LITIGATION

RICHARD L. MCDONNELL

INTREPID LAW GROUP

805 Oakwood Drive, Suite 111, Rochester, Ml 48307

(248) 594-7770 | RLM@ILGPro.com | Intrepidlawgroup.com
Our firm has handled probate litigation matters for over 30 yrs. We handle
matters that include: Will contests, Undue Influence cases, Trust disputes, etc.
We have handled cases throughout the State of Michigan. Please contact
us for a free evaluation. linkedin.com/in/richard-mcdonnell-85783372/

PROBATION VIOLATIONS

LOREN DICKSTEIN

(248) 660-0022 | elitedefenseattorney@gmail.com
Loren Dickstein handles all state and federal criminal matters, including trials,
appeals, probation violations, and precharge investigations. He welcomes
referrals for complex, high-stakes, or sensitive cases and honors referral fees
promptly. He is known for tenacious advocacy, discretion, and results.

PRODUCT LIABILITY

MICHAEL NRANIAN P.E.

AUTOMOTIVE DESIGN ANALYSIS

10945 Stoney Point Drive, South Lyon, Ml 48178

(248) 376-0338 | mnranian@charter.net | trialexpertwitness.com
Legal and technical compliance, product liability litigation expert witness
consultation-testimony.

REAL ESTATE

ALEX GREEN IV

ALEX GREEN 1V, PLLC

26711 Southfield Road, Suite 101, Lathrup Village, MI 48076

(248) 424-9688 | alex@alexgreenivpllc.com | alexgreenivpllc.com
Alex Green IV, PLLC provides strategic, results-driven legal representation
across mediation, no-fault and personal injury litigation, premises liability,
municipal law, landlordtenant disputes, real property matters, contract
drafting and negotiation, and criminal defense. As a court approved civil
mediator in Michigan, Alex Green combines advocacy, transparency,
and practical counsel to achieve client objectives.

ALEXIS F. JOHNSON

AFJ LAW GROUP PLLC

33533 W 12 Mile Road, Suite 180, Farmington Hills, Ml 48331

(248) 266-2135 | admin@afjlawgroup.com | afjlawgroup.com
AFJ Law Group represents business owners, investors, and entrepreneurs
in business transactions, commercial real estate matters, contract drafting
and negotiation, business acquisitions and sales, leasing, and business
disputes. The firm provides strategic, business-minded legal counsel focused
on protecting clients’ operations, investments, and long-ferm growth.

AMANDA J. SKEEL

THE MEISNER LAW GROUP, PC

201 State Street, Suite 6, Charlevoix, Ml 49720

(248) 644-4433 | askeel@meisnerlaw.com | meisnerlaw.com
Amanda Skeel at Meisner Law Group provides legal representation for
condominiums, homeowner associations, individual property owners,
developers throughout Michigan, including Grand Traverse and
surrounding counties.

CHARLES R. SHAW

THE LAW OFFICES OF CHARLES REGAN SHAW PLC

16950 Nineteen Mile Road, Suite 2, Clinton Township, Ml 48038

(586) 226-3805 | Shawplcfirm@gmail.com | SHAWATLAW.com
Trusted legal services serving Michigan families and businesses for over
25 years.

DANIEL P. FEINBERG

THE MEISNER LAW GROUP, PC

30200 Telegraph Road, Suite 467, Bingham Farms, Ml 48025

(248) 644-4433 | DFeinberg@Meisnerlaw.com | meisnerlaw.com
Daniel Feinberg at Meisner Law Group provides legal representation
for condominiums, homeowner associations, individual property
owners, developers throughout Michigan, including Grand Traverse and
surrounding counties.

HAILEY ADAMS

SBS LAW PLC

234 Division Ave N, Ste 400, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503

(616) 300-5945 | hadams@sbslawplc.com | sbslawplc.com
Our firm assists with a variety of real estate matters, including but
limited to: purchase agreement and contract review, negotiations,
closing documents, seller disclosure issues, boundary disputes, deeds,
foreclosures, and much more.

HARRY STEVEN ELLMAN

LAW OFFICES OF HARRY STEVEN ELLMAN

28470 West 13 Mile Road, Suite 325, Farmington Hills, Ml 48334

(248) 8219555 | hse@harryellmanlaw.com | harryellmanlaw.com
A real property attorney, both residential and commercial real estate,
affiliated with a title insurance agency that | have personally owned for
over 20+ years. | litigate real estate matters, mortgage foreclosures, and
tax foreclosures requesting surplus.

SHAUN WILLIS

WILLIS LAW

491 West South Street, Kalamazoo, Ml 49007

(269) 207-4990 | Willis@Willis.Law | Willis.Law
Willis Law is a business law firm concentrating in corporate law, estate
planning and estate tax minimization, estate litigation and business
litigation. Shaun Willis assists with construction lien law, commercial
construction, and commercial construction and real estate litigation in
State & Federal Court. He also assists in construction disputes in the
mediation and arbitration venues, including AAA arbitration.

RESEARCH AND BRIEF WRITING

ERIC A. TANG

ERIC A. TANG, PLLC

6725 Daly Road, Unit 251685, West Bloomfield, Ml 48325

(248) 346-2321 | attyerictang@mac.com
Eric Tang, a solo attorney, is available to provide freelance legal research
and brief writing for other attorneys. With extensive experience he has
produced freelance work in Michigan state cases and federal cases in the
Eastern and Western Districts of Michigan, including appeals to the U.S.
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals and writs of certiorari (in forma pauperis)
to the U.S. Supreme Court, criminal and civil pretrial, and appellate cases
for other attorneys.
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SHAREHOLDER/MEMBER DISPUTES

MATTHEW DAVID SMITH

ALTIOR LAW, PC

401 S Old Woodward, Suite 460,Birmingham, Ml 48009

(248) 372-9883 | msmith@altiorlaw.com | altiorlaw.com
Altior Law represents business entities of all sizes in a variety of complex
commercial litigation issues, providing the sound and reasoned
counsel clients seek from an experienced legal professional. We are
business lawyers and business people. We understand the successes
and struggles of business, and we focus on how the law can support
business strategies.

SOCIAL SECURITY

JAMES R. RINCK

JAMES R. RINCK, PC

146 Monroe Center NW, Suite 1108,Grand Rapids, Ml 49503

(616) 459-7999 | jrrinck@jrrinck.com | rincklaw.com
Currently the only lawyer in Michigan Board certified by the National
Board of Trial Advocacy in Social Security law and one of two Michigan
Social Security Super Lawyers is available to consult with you on cases
at any stage. | have practiced in this area for over 40 years and have
handled thousands of hearings and hundreds of federal court cases.

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY

CARRIE SORENSEN

NOMI DISABILITY LAW PLLC

370 W Park Drive, Grayling, Ml 49738

(269) 586-4030 | sorensenc@nomidisabilitylaw.com | nomidisabilitylaw.com
Offering full representation, personalized service, social support, and
advice throughout the entire SSA process. Provide advocacy for SSI,
SSDI, SSRE issues from application to appeal. Accepting new referrals
and complex cases. Consultation is free; only fee is on contingency.
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DEREK E. MILLER

D. MILLER LAW PC

38600 Van Dyke Avenue, Suite 220, Sterling Heights, Ml 48312

(586) 623-0243 | DMiller@855LetDhelp.com | 855LetDhelp.com
AtD. Miller Law we take pride in representing folks struggling with getting Social
Security Disability or SSI benefits. We also use my 10 years as a Prosecutor to
provide a solid legal defense to those in the criminal justice system.

ERIKA A. RIGGS

DISABILITY LAW GROUP

755 W Big Beaver Road, Suite 238, Troy, Ml 48084

(248) 838-3000 | Erika@attorneysdlg.com | disabilitylawgroup.com
Dedicated to helping disabled individuals receive the financial and
medical security they deserve - from the application process through
stages of appeal if necessary.

HEIDI WALKON

WALKON LAW CENTER: THE LAW CENTER FOR SOCIAL SECURITY RIGHTS

25925 Telegraph Road, Suite 100,Southfield, MI 48033

(248) 350-1000 | central@ssrights.com | ssrights.com
We represent individuals who are unable to work for at least 12 months
due to documented physical and/or psychiatric impairments obtain Social
Security Disability (SSDI) and/or Supplemental Security Income (SSI).
Committed to zealous client advocacy, we guide claimants through the
complexities of the administrative and legal process, providing tailored
representation grounded in integrity and a client-centered approach.

JEFFREY APPEL

LAW OFFICES OF JEFFREY APPEL

26000 West Twelve Mile Road, Southfield, Ml 48034

(248) 6407533 | jeffreyappel.atiorney@gmail.com | Jeffreyappelatiorney.com
Former staff attorney for the Social Security Administration Disability Als.
Over 40 years experience focused on SS disability claims. Past President,
Federal Bar Association-Eastern District of MI; Vice Chair, Michigan Parkinsons
Foundation; Board Member, State Bar Social Security Law Section.

Michigan’s Trusted
Disability Benefits
Law Firm

For over 20 years, our dedicated
and experienced disability attorneys
have been winning benefits for
Michigan residents.

We Honor All
Referral Fees

800+ CLIENT REVIEWS
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LAURA DANIELSON

DANIELSON LAW PLLC

1500 East Beltline Avenue SE, Suite 160,Grand Rapids, Ml 49506

(616) 381-4053 | laura@danielson-law.com | danielson-law.com
Laura focuses exclusively on Social Security Disability and SSI,
representing claimants at all levels of the administrative process and
federal court appeals. A Super Lawyers Rising Star (2022-2026) and
GR Magazine Top Lawyer (2023-2024), she offers skilled, strategic
advocacy with a distinctly personal, clientfocused approach. Free
consultations; contingency fees.

RACHEL PINCH

LAW OFFICE OF RACHEL M. PINCH

2790 Coolidge Hwy, Berkley, MI 48072

(248) 244-3900 | rachel@ssclaim.com | ssclaim.com
Rachel Pinch represents clients throughout Michigan in claims for
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and Social Security Disability
Insurance (SSDI) benefits. Rachel provides knowledgeable, compassionate
guidance from the initial application through representation at the hearing
level. Free consultation. No fee unless benefits are awarded. Referral fees
are honored.

RANDALL MANSOUR

DISABILITY LAW GROUP

755 W Big Beaver Road, Suite 238,Troy, Ml 48084

(248) 838-3000 | Erika@attorneysdlg.com | disabilitylawgroup.com
Dedicated to helping disabled individuals receive the financial and
medical security they deserve - from the application process through
stages of appeal if necessary.

ROBERT D. PAULBECK

LAW OFFICE OF ROBERT D. PAULBECK

2615 W Jefferson Avenue, Trenton, Ml 48183

(734) 692-3225 | robert@paulbeck.com | paulbeck.com
| have decades of experience guiding clients compassionately through
the Social Security Administration’s bureaucratic procedures to help them
obtain their Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) and Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) benefits. | represent clients throughout Michigan.
Free consultations and contingency fees.

SAMANTHA BALL

DISABILITY ATTORNEYS OF MICHIGAN

28755 Schoenherr Road, Suite 100, Warren, Ml 48088

(586) 573-8800 | sam@damichigan.com | damichigan.com
DAM helps individuals across Michigan obtain Social Security
Disability and SSI benefits. The firm represents clients at every stage of
the claims and appeals process, providing compassionate guidance,
clear communication, and experienced advocacy. Their attorneys focus
exclusively on disability law and are committed to helping disabled
individuals secure needed benefits.

STOCKBROKER
MISCONDUCT/NEGLIGENCE

PETER C. RAGEAS

LAW OFFICES OF PETER C RAGEAS, PC

401 North Main Street, Royal Oak, Ml 48067

(313) 674-1212 | peter@rageaslaw.com | brokersecuritiesfraud.com
| represent investors who have lost value in their stock portfolio due to a
financial advisors negligence and/or bad advice.

EVERY CLIENT MATTERS

CARING ATTORNEYS TRUSTED GUIDANCE

IMPROVING LIVES

0 800-838-1100 DisabilityLawGroup.com

FREE CONSULTATIONS

VETERANS BENEFITS

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
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SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME

ROBERT D. PAULBECK

LAW OFFICE OF ROBERT D. PAULBECK

2615 W Jefferson Avenue, Trenton, Ml 48183

(734) 692-3225 | robert@paulbeck.com | paulbeck.com
| have decades of experience guiding clients compassionately through
the Social Security Administration’s bureaucratic procedures to help them
obtain their Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) and Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) benefits. | represent clients throughout Michigan.
Free consultations and contingency fees.

SURROGACY AND
ASSISTED REPRODUCTION

AMANDA N. MURRAY

BASSETT MURRAY LAW GROUP PLLC

2045 Hogback Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48105

(734) 930-9200 | amurray@bassettmurray.com | bassettmurray.com
Bassett Murray law Group PLUC provides legal guidance in assisted
reproductive technology and surrogacy matters throughout Michigan. Attorney
Amanda N. Murray represents infended parents, surrogates, and donors in
surrogacy agreements, and donor arrangements, offering compassionate
counsel and practical solutions to support each family’s unique journey.

TAX INCENTIVES
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

RICHARD A. BARR

LAW OFFICES OF RICHARD A. BARR

7067 Treeline Drive, West Bloomfield, Ml 48322

(248) 7012025 | rbarrmich@gmail.com
Strategy development and implementation of creative tax incentives,
economic development and brownfield strategies for business and real
estate matters of all sizes and levels of complexity in Detroit and other
communities throughout the State of Michigan. Available for consultation
or lead role on matters. Over 40 years of experience.

ETHICS
HELPLINE

(888) 558-4760
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Call Peter Rageas
Attorney-At-Law, CPA
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TAX LAW

PHILIP DELOACH

ADAMS LAW

45209 Helm Street, Plymouth, Ml 48170

(734) 422-3400 | philip@adams.law | adams.law
We provide federal and state tax planning, preparation, and audit
representation for individuals, owners, partnerships, S corporations,
and other entity structures; we advise on entity selection and taxstructure
optimization. We counsel businesses on general corporate and transactional
matters. We handle the referred matter and return the client to you.

TAX PLANNING AND CONTROVERSY

CHRISTINA R CARROLL

ALLOY LEGAL PLC

5065 Harris Road, Traverse City, Ml 48684

(231) 224-6215 | ccarroll@alloy.legal | alloy.legal
Alloy Legal PLC focuses exclusively in tax representation; trusted in providing
tax collection, audit, and assessment defense. Alloy Legal also handles
infernational tax issues including Central Withholding Agreements, Foreign
Asset Disclosures, and ITIN Applications; and tax issues facing nonprofit
corporations related to their tax-exempt status and reporting obligations.

TECHNOLOGY

TATIANA MELNIK

MELNIK LEGAL PLLC

8502 Ladue Lane, Tampa, FL 33614

(734) 358-4201 | tatiana@melniklegal.com | melniklegal.com
Tatiana Melnik, licensed in Michigan and Florida, represents business entities
of all sizes on business transactions and compliance matters involving artificial
intelligence, data breaches and reporting, data privacy and security, data
use and licensing, health law (including HIPAA, Stark, and AntiKickback),
and information technology. Tatiana’s background in information technology
and business gives her an ‘insider’ understanding of technology and the
business pressures of operating in today’s technology laden world.

Claims
Against
> Stockbrokers

STOCK LOSS ¢ Broker at Fault
We’re committed to helping your clients recover

FREE CONSULTATION

www.brokersecuritiesfraud.com

313.674.1212
peter@rageaslaw.com

READ THE

BAR JOURNAL ONLINE!

www.michbar.org/journal
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TRADEMARK

LINDSAY LANE

LANE LAW, PLLC

220 S Main Street, Royal Oak, Ml 48067

(248) 217-4007 | info@lindsaylanelaw.com | lindsaylanelaw.com
Lane Law provides strategic legal guidance for entrepreneurs and small
business owners, concentrating in trademarks, copyrights, and contracts,
to help them protect what they’ve built.

TRUST ADMINSTRATION

SHAWN P. EYESTONE

EYESTONE LAW OFFICES, PLC

3083 Washington Avenue SW, Suite A,Grandville, Ml 49418

(616) 777-5291 | hello@eyestonelawoffices.com | eyestonelawoffices.com
Don't let complex or contested frust administration, cottage succession
planning, property tax uncapping, or asset protection risks jeopardize
your clients’ legacies. With deep roots along Michigan’s “Best Coast”
and 25+ years of experience, Eyestone Law Offices, PLC provides the
technical “heavy lifting” in asset profection and cottage succession,
ensuring your clients avoid many hidden pitfalls and steep financial
consequences. We selectively accept appointments as professional
attorney-trustees for complex or contested trust administrations. We
respect your client relationships and offer reliable attorney-to-attorney
collaboration to enhance your value. Call today fo discuss how we can
support your clients.

UNEMPLOYMENT

JOEL TOWNSEND

547 Cherry Street SE, Apt 3B, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503

(616) 7109859 | joeltownsend87@gmail.com
Joel H. Townsend, with 15 years’ experience representing clients in
unemployment insurance matters, is accepting referrals of appeals of
referee and Unemployment Insurance Appeals Commission decisions.
Referral fees complying with MRPC 1.5(e) promptly paid.

VETERANS DISABILITY

JAMES G. FAUSONE

LEGAL HELP FOR VETERANS, PLLC

41700 W Six Mile Road, Suite 101, Northville, Ml 48168

(800) 693-4800 | jim@legalhelpforveterans.com | legalhelpforveterans.com
Legal Help for Veterans, PLLC represents veterans nationwide at all levels
of the VA claims and appeals process, including before the United States
Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims, the Board of Veterans’ Appeals,
and VA Regional Offices.

VETERANS DISABILITY BENEFITS

MANDY L. KELLY

DISABILITY LAW GROUP

755 W Big Beaver Road, Suite 238, Troy, Ml 48084

(248) 838-3000 | Mandy@attorneysdlg.com | disabilitylawgroup.com
Committed to assisting the disabled community obtain the veferans’
compensation and Social Security benefits they are entitled to.

VICTIM ADVOCACY

NICOLAS J. MONARREZ

(248) 660-0022 | elitedefenseattorney@gmail.com
Nicolas Monarrez handles all state and federal criminal matters, including
trials, appeals, probation violations, and precharge investigations. He
welcomes referrals for complex, high-stakes, or sensitive cases and honors
referral fees promptly. He is known for tenacious advocacy, discretion,
and results.

WHITE COLLAR CRIMES

LOREN DICKSTEIN

(248) 660-0022 | elitedefenseattorney@gmail.com
Loren Dickstein handles all state and federal criminal matters, including
trials, appeals, probation violations, and precharge investigations. He
welcomes referrals for complex, high-stakes, or sensitive cases and honors
referral fees promptly. He is known for tenacious advocacy, discretion,
and results.

WORKER’S COMP

BARRY D. ADLER

ADLER FIRM, PLLC

PO Box 410, Glen Arbor, Ml 49636

(231) 9432300 | badler@adlerfirm.com | adlerfirm.com
A devoted Michigan firm that protects the rights of injured workers and
their families. Over 40 years experience. Over $500,000,000 in verdicts
and settlements. Referral fees honored.

JAMES R. RINCK

JAMES R. RINCK, PC

146 Monroe Center NW, Suite 1108,Grand Rapids, Ml 49503

(616) 459-7999 | jrrinck@jrrinck.com | rincklaw.com
| have represented plaintiffs in worker’s compensation cases for over 40
years and also have done defense work as well as having served as a
Special Assistant Attorney General. | have been named as one of the
top comp atforneys by the Grand Rapids Magazine several times. | am
happy to consult with you.

WRONGFUL DEATH

DOUGLAS E. FIERBERG

THE FIERBERG NATIONAL LAW GROUP

201 E 17th Street, Suite A, Traverse City, Ml 49684

(231) 933-0180 | info@ffnigroup.com | tfnlgroup.com
Our attorneys advocate for victims and their families in matters involving
hazing, sexual abuse, human trafficking, school violence, catastrophic
injury, and wrongful death. For more than 30 years, we have obtained
justice for our clients against individual and institutional wrongdoers in
some of the most serious and complex cases

THOMAS H. HOWLETT

THE GOOGASIAN FIRM, PC

6905 Telegraph Road, Suite 140, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301

(248) 502-0862 | thowlett@googasian.com | googasian.com
For decades, Michigan lawyers have entrusted their clients whose
families have suffered a wrongful death to The Googasian Firm, P.C. We
successfully pursue claims when people have been killed and seriously
harmed due to misconduct, malpractice, and mistakes. Leaders in the
courtroom and the bar, attorneys at The Googasian Firm pursue cases in
a manner that reflects favorably on clients and the profession. The firm
promptly pays referral fees to Michigan attorneys with client consent.

ZONING/LAND USE

JOHN MUCHA

DAWDA PLC

39533 Woodward Avenue, Suite 200, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304

(248) 642-3999 | jmucha@dawdalaw.com | dawdalaw.com
Certified mediator (ICLE General Civil Mediation Training, 2025). Forty
years of litigation experience, and twenty-five years of zoning and land
use experience.
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Tax Problems are Legal Problems.

If one of your clients is facing IRS trouble, call or email me anytime. I'll
answer your questions, walk you through the process, and help you
decide how to handle the case.

Tax problems are legal matters that require advocacy before the IRS.
Your client doesn’t need a CPA. They need an advocate who knows
how the IRS actually works.

All we do is Tax Controversy—Federal and State, civil and criminal. We
know the rules, the procedures, and the people inside the system.

You can call just to talk through a client’s situation, or
refer the case if it’'s more complex. Either way, I’'m glad to
help. Building relationships with other lawyers is a win-win
and how | serve our community.

At your service,

Download My
Venar Ayar, JD, LLM (Tax) Contact Info

Founder, Ayar Law

We’re proud to announce our new Grand Rapids office! 9

¢

Western Michigan Office Eastern Michigan Office
3940 Peninsular Drive, Ste 230 30095 Northwestern Hwy Ste 102
Grand Rapids, Ml 49546 Farmington Hills, Ml 48334

(616) 244-2444 (248) 262-3400
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