
From the Desk of the Chairperson
By Michael S. Khoury

Make the Most of Your BLS Membership
For the majority of you that 
receive and read the Business 
Law Section’s E-Newsletter, you 
will have noticed the recurring 
theme of opportunities for par-
ticipation and the coordination 
of our efforts with other sections 

of the State Bar of Michigan. 
Business Section participation is an option for 

each of you, but less than 10 percent of the Sec-
tion’s membership takes the opportunity to work 
with a committee, participate in legislative initia-
tives, or attend the Business Law Institute. For 
the other 90+ percent, the recent member survey 
results indicate that the Section is delivering suf-
fi cient value for you to continue to pay your dues 
and maintain your membership simply through 
the publication of the Michigan Business Law Jour-
nal and the attendance at periodic Section activi-
ties. 

Despite the ever-increasing demands on our 
time, and the increasing complexity and challeng-
es of law practice, I hope you will consider taking 
some time to participate in a Section committee. 
Our current committees are as follows:

Commercial Litigation

Corporate Laws

Debtor/Creditor Rights

Financial Institutions

In-House Counsel

Nonprofi t Corporations

Regulation of Securities

Uniform Commercial Code

Unincorporated Enterprises

The committee leadership is listed near the front 
of each issue of the Michigan Business Law Journal, 
and you are encouraged to contact the committee 
chairs directly.

One of our activities that has generated sig-
nifi cant interest are the periodic Small Business 
Forums that take place in southeast and western 

Michigan. The purpose of our Small Business Fo-
rums is to bring together attorneys, consultants, 
other service providers and business representa-
tives to discuss and network on common themes 
of interest. Check out the calendar for upcoming 
events.

Michigan Business Law Institute 
The 20th Annual Michigan Business Law Institute 
will take place on June 13-14, 2008. As a result of 
feedback from participants, the program chairs 
have decided to move the Institute from its typi-
cal resort location to the historic and classic Dear-
born Inn in Dearborn, Michigan. This will make 
it easier and more accessible to people in south-
eastern Michigan but still provide an interesting 
venue and opportunity for lawyers from around 
the state to attend. 

The program itself promises to be an interest-
ing mix of updates and trends in the law, as well 
as business and fi nancial topics that will make 
you a better counselor to your clients. I hope to 
see many of you there.

Coordination with Other Sections
The Business Law Section E-Newsletter was 
launched in September 2007 and was discussed 
with other SBM section leaders during a confer-
ence in Lansing in October. As a result, several 
other sections are looking at launching a similar 
newsletter. We are making a concerted effort to 
tell you about interesting events being sponsored 
by these and other groups. In exchange, of course, 
those groups will highlight our events. We hope 
that by informing you of activities concerning 
business lawyers, you will see it as an additional 
value you receive from your Section member-
ship.
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2007-2008 Offi cers and Council Members
Business Law Section
 Chairperson: MICHAEL S. KHOURY, Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss, PC
  27777 Franklin Rd., Suite 2500, Southfi eld, MI, 48034-8214, (248) 351-3000
 Vice-Chairperson: DIANE L. AKERS, BODMAN, LLP
  1901 Saint Antoine St., 6th Floor, Detroit, MI 48226, (313)393-7516
 Secretary: TANIA E. FULLER, Fuller Law & Counseling, PC
  700 W. Randall St., Suite B, Coopersville, MI 49404, (616)837-0022
 Treasurer: ROBERT T. WILSON, Butzel Long, PC
  Stoneridge West, 41000 Woodward Ave., Bloomfi eld Hills, MI 48304, (248)258-7851
TERM EXPIRES 2008:
47172 EDWIN J. LUKAS—150 W. Jefferson Ave., Ste. 2500,
  Detroit, 48226
54086 CHRISTOPHER C. MAESO—38525 Woodward Ave., Ste. 200,
   Bloomfi eld Hills, 48304
19366 PAUL R. RENTENBACH—400 Renaissance Center,
  Detroit, 48243-1501
54806 CYNTHIA L. UMPHREY—201 W. Big Beaver Rd., Ste. 600, 
  Troy, 48084
30556 STEPHEN C. WATERBURY—111 Lyon St. NW, Ste. 900, 

Grand Rapids, 49503
TERM EXPIRES 2009:
38733 JUDY B. CALTON—660 Woodward Ave., Ste. 2290, 
  Detroit, 48226
68215 MICHAEL RYAN KENNEDY—500 Woodward Ave., Ste. 2500, 
  Detroit, 48226
TERM EXPIRES 2010:
34248 MATTHEW A. CASE—600 Lafayette E, MC 1924, 
  Detroit, 48226
53324 DAVID C.C. EBERHARD—12900 Hall Rd., Ste. 350, 
  Sterling Heights, 48313
40894 JEFFREY J. VANWINKLE—200 Ottawa St., NW, Ste. 500, 

Grand Rapids, 49503
EX-OFFICIO:
29101 JEFFREY S. AMMON—250 Monroe NW, Ste. 800,

Grand Rapids, 49503-2250
30866 G. ANN BAKER—P.O. Box 30054, Lansing, 48909-7554
33620 HARVEY W. BERMAN—201 S. Division St., 

Ann Arbor, 48104
10814 BRUCE D. BIRGBAUER—150 W. Jefferson, Ste. 2500, Detroit, 

48226-4415
10958 IRVING I. BOIGON—15211 Dartmouth St., Oak Park, 48237
11103 CONRAD A. BRADSHAW—111 Lyon Street NW, Ste. 900,

Grand Rapids, 49503
11325 JAMES C. BRUNO—150 W. Jefferson, Ste. 900,

Detroit, 48226
34209 JAMES R. CAMBRIDGE—500 Woodward Ave., Ste. 2500, 

Detroit, 48226
11632 THOMAS D. CARNEY—100 Phoenix Drive,

Ann Arbor, 48108
41838 TIMOTHY R. DAMSCHRODER—201 S. Division St.,

Ann Arbor, 48104-1387
25723 ALEX J. DEYONKER—850 76th St.,

Grand Rapids, 49518
13039 LEE B. DURHAM, JR.—1021 Dawson Ct.,
   Greensboro, GA 30642
31764 DAVID FOLTYN—660 Woodward Ave, Ste. 2290, 

Detroit, 48226-3506

13595 RICHARD B. FOSTER, JR.—4990 Country Dr., Okemos, 48864
13795 CONNIE R. GALE—P.O. Box 327, Addison, 49220
13872 PAUL K. GASTON—2701 Gulf Shore Blvd. N, Apt. 102,
  Naples, FL 34103
14590 VERNE C. HAMPTON II—500 Woodward Ave., Ste. 4000, 

Detroit, 48226
37883 MARK R. HIGH—500 Woodward Ave., Ste. 4000,
  Detroit, 48226-5403
31619 JUSTIN G. KLIMKO—150 W. Jefferson, Ste. 900,
  Detroit, 48226-4430
45207 ERIC I. LARK—500 Woodward Ave., Ste. 2500,
  Detroit, 48226-5499
37093 TRACY T. LARSEN—300 Ottawa Ave. NW, Ste. 500,

Grand Rapids, 49503
17009 HUGH H. MAKENS—111 Lyon St. NW, Ste. 900, 
  Grand Rapids, 49503
17270 CHARLES E. MCCALLUM—111 Lyon St. NW, Ste. 900, 

Grand Rapids, 49503
38485 DANIEL H. MINKUS—255 S. Old Woodward Ave., 3rd Fl., 

Birmingham, 48009
32241 ALEKSANDRA A. MIZIOLEK—400 Renaissance Center,
  Detroit, 48243
18009  CYRIL MOSCOW—660 Woodward Ave., Ste. 2290,
  Detroit, 48226
18424 MARTIN C. OETTING—500 Woodward Ave., Ste. 3500, 

Detroit, 48226
18771 RONALD R. PENTECOST—124 W. Allegan St., Ste. 1000, 

Lansing, 48933
19816 DONALD F. RYMAN—313 W. Front St., Buchanan, 49107
20039 ROBERT E. W. SCHNOOR—6062 Parview Dr. SE,

Grand Rapids, 49546
20096 LAURENCE S. SCHULTZ—2600 W. Big Beaver Rd., Ste. 550, 

Troy, 48084
20741 LAWRENCE K. SNIDER—190 S. LaSalle St.,

Chicago, IL 60603
31856 JOHN R. TRENTACOSTA—500 Woodward Ave., Ste. 2700, 

Detroit, 48226
COMMISSIONER LIAISON:
34613  FRANCINE CULLARI—8341 Offi ce Park Dr., Ste. C, 
  Grand Blanc, 48439



Agricultural Law
Chairperson: John R. Dresser
Dresser, Dresser, Haas & Caywood, PC
112 S. Monroe St.
Sturgis, MI 49091-1729
Phone: (269) 651-3281
Fax: (269) 651-3261
E-mail: jdresser@dresserlaw.com

Commercial Litigation
Co-Chairperson: Diane L. Akers
Bodman, LLP
Ford Field, 1901 Saint Antoine, 6th Fl
Detroit, MI 48226
Phone: (313) 393-7516
Fax: (313) 393-7579
E-mail: dakers@bodmanllp.com

Co-Chairperson: Ashish S. Joshi 
Lorandos & Associates
214 N. Fourth Ave. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
Phone: (734) 327-5030
Fax: (734) 327-5032
E-mail: a.joshi@lorandoslaw.com

Corporate Laws
Co-Chairperson: Justin G. Klimko
Butzel Long
150 W. Jefferson, Ste. 900
Detroit, MI 48226-4430
Phone: (313) 225-7037
Fax: (313) 225-7080
E-mail: klimkojg@butzel.com

Co-Chairperson: Cyril Moscow
Honigman Miller Schwartz & Cohn LLP
660 Woodward Ave., Ste. 2290
Detroit, MI 48226
Phone: (313) 465-7486
Fax: (313) 465-7487
E-mail: czm@honigman.com

Debtor/Creditor Rights
Co-Chairperson: Judy B. Calton
Honigman Miller Schwartz & Cohn LLP
660 Woodward Ave., Ste. 2290
Detroit, MI 48226
Phone: (313) 465-7344
Fax: (313) 465-7345
E-mail: jbc@honigman.com

Co-Chairperson: 
Judith Greenstone Miller
Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss PC
27777 Franklin Rd., Ste. 2500 
Southfi eld, MI 48034-8214 
Phone (248) 727-1429
Fax (248) 351-3082
E-mail: jmiller@jaffelaw.com 

Financial Institutions
Chairperson: James H. Breay
Warner Norcross & Judd LLP
111 Lyon St. NW, Suite 900
Grand Rapids, MI 49503-2489
Phone: (616) 752-2114
Fax: (616) 752-2500
E-mail: jbreay@wnj.com

In-House Counsel
Chairperson: Matthew A. Case 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of MI 
600 Lafayette E., MC 1924
Detroit, MI 48226
Phone: (313) 225-9524
Fax: (313) 225-6702
E-mail: mcase@bcbsm.com

Nonprofi t Corporations
Co-Chairperson: Jane Forbes
Dykema 
400 Renaissance Center
Detroit, MI 48243-1668
Phone: (313) 568-6792
Fax: (313) 568-6832
E-mail: jforbes@dykema.com

Co-Chairperson: Agnes D. Hagerty
Trinity Health
27870 Cabot Dr.
Novi, MI  48377
Phone: (248) 489-6764
Fax: (248) 489-6775
E-mail: hagertya@trinity-health.org  

Regulation of Securities
Chairperson: Jerome M. Schwartz
Dickinson Wright, PLLC
500 Woodward Ave., Ste. 4000
Detroit, MI 48226-5403
Phone: (313) 223-3500
Fax: (313) 223-3598
E-mail: jschwartz@

dickinsonwright.com

Uniform Commercial Code
Chairperson: Patrick E. Mears
Barnes & Thornburg, LLP
300 Ottawa Ave. N.W., Ste. 500
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Phone: (616) 742-3930
Fax: (616) 742-3999
E-mail: patrick.mears@btlaw.com

Unincorporated Enterprises
Chairperson: Daniel H. Minkus
Clark Hill, PLC
255 S. Woodward Ave., 3rd Fl.
Birmingham, MI 48009-6185
Phone (248) 642-9692
Fax (248) 642-2174 
E-mail: dminkus@clarkhill.com

2007-2008 Committees and Directorships
Business Law Section

Committees
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Phone (616) 752-2425
Fax (616) 752-2425
E-mail: gschmidt@wnj.com

Small Business Forum
Cynthia L. Umphrey
Kemp Klein Law Firm
201 W. Big Beaver Rd., Ste. 600,
Troy, MI 48084
Phone: (248)528-1111
Fax: (248)528-5129
E-mail: cynthia.umphrey@kkue.com

Publications
Director: Robert T. Wilson
Butzel Long, PC
Stoneridge West
41000 Woodward Ave.
Bloomfi eld Hills, MI 48304
Phone: (248) 258-7851
Fax: (248) 258-1439
E-mail: wilsonr@butzel.com

Section Development
Director: Timothy R. Damschroder
Bodman, LLP
201 S. Division St.,
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
Phone: (734) 761-3780
Fax: (734) 930-2494
E-mail: tdamschroder@
 bodmanllp.com

H. Roger Mali 
Honigman Miller Schwartz & 

Cohn, LLP
660 Woodward Ave., Ste. 2290, 
Detroit, MI 48226-3506
Phone (313) 465-7536
Fax (313) 465-7537
E-mail: rmali@honigman.com

Technology
Director: Michael S. Khoury
Jaffe, Raitt, Heuer & Weiss, PC
27777 Franklin Rd., Ste. 2500,
Southfi eld, MI 48034-8214
Phone: (248) 351-3000
Fax: (248) 351-3082
E-mail: mkhoury@jaffelaw.com

Legislative Review
Director: Eric I. Lark
Kerr, Russell and Weber, PLC
500 Woodward Ave., Ste. 2500
Detroit, MI 48226-5499
Phone: (313) 961-0200
Fax: (313) 961-0388
E-mail: eil@krwlaw.com

Nominating
Director: Jeffrey S. Ammon
Miller, Johnson, Snell & Cummiskey, 

PLC
250 Monroe Ave. NW, Ste. 800,
Grand Rapids, MI 49501-0306
Phone: (616) 831-1703
Fax: (616) 988-1703
E-mail: ammonj@millerjohnson.com

Programs
Eric I. Lark
Kerr, Russell and Weber, PLC
500 Woodward Ave., Ste. 2500
Detroit, MI 48226-5499
Phone (313) 961-0200
Fax (313) 961-0388
E-mail: eil@krwlaw.com 

Christopher C. Maeso
Dickinson Wright PLLC
38525 Woodward Ave., Ste. 200
Bloomfi eld Hills, MI 48304
Phone (248) 433-7501
Fax (248) 433-7274
E-mail: cmaeso@dickinsonwright.

com

Daniel H. Minkus
Clark Hill, PLC 
255 S. Woodward Ave., 3rd Fl. 
Birmingham, MI 48009-6185 
Phone: (248) 642-9692 
Fax: (248) 642-2174 
E-mail: dminkus@clarkhill.com 

Mark W. Peters 
Dykema  
400 Renaissance Center
Detroit, MI 48243 
Phone: (313) 568-5333 
Fax: (313) 568-6915 
E-mail: mwpeters@dykema.com

Gregory E. Schmidt 
Warner, Norcross & Judd, LLP 
111 Lyon St. N.W., Ste. 900, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503-2413 
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