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CHILDREN’S LAW SECTION 

Report on Public Policy Position 
 
 
Name of section:  
Children’s Law 
 
Contact person:  
Jodi Latuszek 
 
E-mail: 
jlatuszek@speakerlaw.com 
 
Regarding:  
Amicus Brief Supreme Court No. 140841 Waltkins, Minors 
 
Date position was adopted: 
May 20, 2010 
 
Process used to take the ideological position: 
Position adopted after discussion and vote at a scheduled meeting. 
 
Number of members in the decision-making body: 
16 
 
Number who voted in favor and opposed to the position: 
11Voted for position 
0 Voted against position 
0 Abstained from vote 
5 Did not vote 
 
Position:  
The Children's Law Section position is that the Michigan Supreme Court should grant leave to review the issues in 
this case in order to address inconsistent application of MCL 710.45 throughout the state. 
 
Explanation of the position, including any recommended amendments: 
Procedures for hearings under MCL 710.45 are applied differently in trial courts throughout the state.  Although the 
appellate courts have addressed the proper standard of review, unpublished opinions from the Court of Appeals 
illustrate that the standard of review is not always applied consistently.  The Children's Law Section proposes that 
the Michigan Supreme Court undertake review of this case to address the issues of inconsistent application of MCL 
710.45 in order to provide clarity to those seeking review of a decision of the MCI. 
























































