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he Michigan Medical Mari-
huana Act was passed in No-
vember 2008.! The act became

T

initiative rather than through the legislative

law through a voter-approved

process, so no legislative history is avail-
able as one might expect with controversial
legislation. The act caused important modi-
fications and amendments to the Michigan
Public Health Code.

Since the initiative became law, the
Michigan legislature has modified various
aspects of the act through separate legis-
lation. The history for these pieces of leg-
islation include earlier versions of the bill
(documents), bill analyses, and fiscal analy-
ses when available. The documents and
analyses are available at the Michigan legis-
lature website and may be available through
the Library of Michigan.? The Michigan leg-
islature site also provides links to the af-
fected sections of the Michigan Compiled
Laws. This article presents a snapshot of key
legislation that has modified the act; it is not
a comprehensive review of medical mari-
juana law in Michigan. While reference is
made to the Michigan Public Health Code,
additional sections of the Michigan Com-
piled Laws also may have been affected by
the legislation.

Modifications and amendments

2011 HB 2834 passed as 2012 PA 514.°
This amendment speaks to regulation of and
protection for the use of medical marijuana,
including medical marijuana patient and
caregiver registration and identification.

In 2013, 2011 HB 4851 became 2012 PA
512 and defined, in part, a qualifying patient
or primary caregiver.!

2015 SB 0072 affected Section 7 of the
act. The bill passed in 2017 as 2016 PA 546.

In 2015, several pieces of legislation deal-
ing with medical marijuana distribution

were introduced in the House. 2015 HB
4209 became the Medical Marihuana Facili-
ties Licensing Act.® 2015 HB 4827 became
the Marihuana Tracking Act.” 2015 HB 4210
became 2016 PA 283, which affected cer-
tain sections of the Michigan Medical Mari-
huana Act (2008).%

2017 HB 5144 became law as 2018 PA 10.
It amends the Medical Marihuana Facilities
Licensing Act, providing further oversight
and regulation of the processing and distri-
bution of medical marijuana products.’

Regulation

Under the Michigan Medical Marihuana
Act, regulation of medical marijuana is the
responsibility of the Michigan Department
of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs Bureau
of Medical Marihuana Regulation, which
consists of the Medical Marihuana Facility
Licensing Division and the Michigan Medi-
cal Marihuana Program Division.!

Criminal prosecution

While the use of cannabis to treat certain
medical conditions is legal in Michigan, the
recreational use of marijuana remains ille-
gal."! Under MCL 333.7401, possession or
sale of any amount of cannabis may result
in charges ranging from a misdemeanor to
a felony, with penalties ranging from fines
to 4-15 years of imprisonment. Criminal
possession or distribution of marjjuana may
result in property forfeiture under MCL
333.7521. The use of marijuana may also

trigger additional penalties through local
municipal regulations.'? At the federal level,
any use or distribution of the drug remains
a criminal offense under the Controlled Sub-
stances Act, 21 USC 801 et seq.

Additional resources

The Citizens Resource Council of Mich-
igan, a public policy organization, often
publishes succinct reports on proposed leg-
islation. Its report on Michigan’s medical
marijuana law also references Michigan com-
munities that have local ordinances regulat-
ing marijuana and controlling federal stat-
utes. Citations to medical impact studies,
relevant articles, and Congressional Research
Service reports may be included when avail-
able. The reports typically provide a sum-
mary of the proposed legislation along with
a live link to the full text of the proposal.’®

The Governing Michigan collection at
the Library of Michigan website provides a
page on Michigan legislative and statutory
material. The site has legislative summa-
ries, analyses, and resources to assist with
legislative history. It’s possible to do quick,
advanced, and agency searches; detailed in-
structions are provided for executing the
various searches."

Specific procedures must be followed to
search public act numbers and bill numbers
when using the “Find results with” service at
Governing Michigan. The format for search-
ing bills requires the year of the bill, the House
(HB) or Senate (SB) abbreviation, and the bill
number separated by dashes: YYYY-HB-Bill

While the use of cannabis to treat certain
medical conditions is legal in Michigan, the
recreational use of marijuana remains illegal.




Number or YYYY-SB-Bill Number. Search-
ing for public acts requires a similar format:
YYYY-PA-Act Number. It's also necessary to
change the type of search from “All of the
words” to “The exact phrase.” This can be
accomplished through the drop-down menu
to the left of the search box. The field selec-
tion must be set to “Bill number” or “Public
act number” by using the drop-down menu
located to the right of the search-terms box.
Fortunately, Governing Michigan provides
detailed search tips,” but if additional help
is needed, you can contact one of the Library
of Michigan reference librarians by email or
phone. A librarian at your local library may
also be able to provide assistance. B
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