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Women in the law

To the Editor:
I noted with interest the timeline at the 

bottom of pages 22–33 of the May 2018 Mich-
igan Bar Journal. Page 33 references that 
Judge Charlene M. Elder is widely believed 
to be the first Muslim female appointed to 
a judgeship in the U.S. in 2006.

This information is incorrect. The first 
Muslim female appointed to a judgeship in 
the U.S. was Mona K. Majzoub, who was ap-
pointed a magistrate judge to the bench of 
the United States District Court for the East-
ern District of Michigan on January 6, 2004.

Richard A. Kitch
Detroit

Work smarter, not harder

To the Editor:
There is a more efficient way to replace 

straight quotes with smart quotes than man-
ually replacing them after searching as out-
lined in Matthew R. Salzwedel’s “Review of 

Matthew Butterick’s Typography for Lawyers 
(Part 2)” in the November 2018 Michigan 
Bar Journal.

To the right of the search box that opens 
when you type <Ctrl+F> (just past the mag-
nifying glass) is a down arrow for more 
search options. One of these is “Replace.” If 
you click on this, you are presented with a 
dialogue box called “Find and Replace.” All 
you have to do is type quotation marks (”) 
into the “Find what:” field and type quota-
tion marks (”) into the “Replace with:” field, 
click “Replace All,” and you are done! You 
can also use this to replace straight apos-
trophes in your document with smart ones. 

Pro tip: you can use this to get rid of dou-
ble spaces after periods or in other spots in 
your documents. Type “[space-bar]+[space-
bar]” into the “Find what:” field and “[space-
bar]” into the “Replace with:” field. Note: 
you may have to run this several times if 
you are trying to fix a document created by 
an OCR program.

If you want to avoid changing your inch 
and foot marks, you can use the “Find 
Next” button to review each occurrence 
and only click “Replace” on the ones you 
want to change.

David Nusko
Wiarton, Ontario

The Michigan Bar Journal welcomes 
letters to the editor. Letters that appear in 
the Bar Journal do not necessarily reflect 
the official position of the State Bar of Mich
igan and their publication does not con
stitute an endorsement of views that may 
be expressed. Letters must not exceed 250 
words. Preference may be given to letters 
responding to opinions, articles, or columns 
recently published in the Bar Journal. Un
signed letters, letters with profane or de
famatory language, or letters promoting 
products, services, or political candidates 
will be rejected. Not more than three let
ters from any individual will be published 
in a given year. Publication is at the discre
tion of the editor and letters may be edited 
for grammar, style, or length. All letters be
come the property of the Bar Journal and 
may be republished in print or electronic 
form. Readers are invited to email letters to 
lnovak@michbar.org or mail to Linda Novak, 
Editor, Opinion and Dissent, Michigan Bar 
Journal, State Bar of Michigan, 306 Town
send St., Lansing, MI 489332012.

The State Bar Board of Commissioners is seeking names of persons interested in 
filling the following vacancy:

ABA House of Delegates—State Bar Delegate

One vacancy for a two-year term beginning at the close of the ABA Annual Meet-
ing in August 2019.

The ABA House of Delegates has the ultimate responsibility for establishing Asso-
ciation policy, both as to the administration of the Association and its positions on 
professional and public issues. The House elects officers of the Association and 
members of the Board of Governors, elects members of the Committee on Scope 
and Correlation of Work, has the sole authority to amend the Association’s bylaws, 
and may amend the Constitution. It authorizes committees and sections of the 
Asso ciation and discontinues them. It sets Association dues on the recommenda-
tion of the Board of Governors.

Deadline for response is March 22, 2019

Applications received after the deadline indicated will not be considered. Those 
applying for an agency appointment should submit a résumé and a letter outlining 
interest in the ABA, current position in the ABA, work on ABA committees and 
sections, accomplishments, and contributions to the State Bar and to the ABA.

Letters should be addressed to:
Nominating Committee Chairperson 
c/o Margaret Bossenbery 
State Bar of Michigan 
306 Townsend Street 
Lansing, MI 48933-2012
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