
Standing Committee on
Judicial Ethics (180000)
As of October 31, 2024

Jurisdiction: The Standing Committee on Judicial Ethics offers analysis and guidance concerning 
the Michigan Code of Judicial Conduct, and, to the extent that they relate to judicial 
conduct in Michigan, on provisions of the Michigan Rules of Professional Conduct, the 
ABA Model Rules of Professional Conduct, and other applicable standards of 
professional conduct, as well as emerging issues of professional conduct affecting 
judges and judicial candidates by: 

• Rendering informal advisory opinions on judicial ethics, which are published on the 
State Bar of Michigan website.

•Rendering proposed formal advisory opinions for consideration by the Board of 
Commissioners. 

• Update published opinions as rules, case law, and legislation are modified. 

• Recommend amendments and provide comments to proposed amendments to the 
Michigan Code of Judicial 

• Conduct and other standards of professional conduct that relate to judicial conduct, to 
the Board of Commissioners or Representative Assembly for consideration.

• Provide comments and recommend amendments to court rules or legislation affecting 
professional ethics that relate to judicial conduct and report such recommendations to 
the Board of Commissioners or Representative Assembly for consideration. 

• Drafting resources relevant to professional ethics as it relates to judicial conduct, 
which are published on the State Bar of Michigan website. 

• Consult with external stakeholders on various professional ethics topics. 

• Consult with the Judicial Tenure Commission to discuss trends, data, and insights as 
it relates to judicial conduct and needed advisory guidance. 

• Review and evaluate available metrics measuring the effectiveness of national and 
state efforts to reduce conduct subject to judicial discipline. 

Note: Members are nominated by and drawn from among the membership of the 
judicial bench, Michigan Judges Association, the Michigan Probate Judges 
Association, the Michigan District Judges Association, the Michigan Association of 
District Court Magistrates, and the Referees Association of Michigan. Pursuant to 
operating rules adopted by the Board of Commissioners, informal ethics opinions and 
other general resources of this Committee are made public on the Committee’s own 
initiative, without approved of the Board of Commissioners. This Committee may have 
more than 15 members.

Chair
P32605 Hon. Terry L. Clark

70th District Court - Division 1
111 S Michigan Ave
Saginaw MI 48602-2019
Phone: (989) 790-5371
Fax: (989) 790-5589
e-mail: d70-6@saginawcounty.com

Member
Term Ending: 2025
P32605 Hon. Terry L. Clark, Saginaw
P68216 Hon. Christina M. Elmore, Grand Rapids
P74142 Hon. Todd Michael Morgan, Adrian
P48885 Hon. Christopher S. Ninomiya, Iron Mount



Michigan Association of District Court Magistrates
P48036 Valerie R White, Coldwater

Michigan Judges Association Member
P42275 Hon. Annette M. Jurkiewicz-Berry, Detroit

Michigan Probate Judges Association Member
P39644 Hon. Laura A. Frawley, Harrisville

Referee Association of Michigan Member
P62150 Ilyssa M. Cimmino, Pontiac

Advisor
P53680 Hon. Julie A. Gafkay, Saginaw
P70809 Hon. Khary L. Hanible, Flint

State Bar Liaison
P87201 Delaney Nicole Blakey, Lansing
P62825 Alecia M. Chandler, Lansing

Judicial Tenure Commission
P32192 Lynn A. Helland, Detroit

Voting Member Count: 7    Voting member quorum: 4
Total Count: 13


