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SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

The following is a summary of proceedings of the State Bar Representative Assembly 
session held Saturday, April 25, 2015, at the Lansing Community College West Campus in 
Lansing, Michigan.   
 

1. Call to order by Chairperson Vanessa Peterson Williams. 
 

2. Clerk Fred K. Herrmann declared a quorum (50 members) was present. 
 

3. Upon a motion made and seconded, the proposed calendar was adopted as 
amended. 

 
4. As provided in Rule 4.8, the Summary of Proceedings of the September 18, 2014 

meeting was deemed approved. 
 

5. Shenique Moss, Chair, Nominating and Awards Committee, addressed the Assembly 
on filling vacancies for the current meeting. Upon a motion made and seconded, 
Daniel Ferris (3rd Circuit); Mwanaisha Sims (3rd Circuit); Aghogho Edevbie (3rd 
Circuit); Randall Tatem (3rd Circuit); Matthew Aneese (6th Circuit); Heather Atnip (6th 
Circuit); James Brennan (6th Circuit); Patrick Crandell (6th Circuit); Anthony Kochis 
(6th Circuit); Christian Ohanian (6th Circuit); Cesara Sclafani (6th Circuit); Jay Edwards 
(7th Circuit); Tracy McCarn-Dinehart (8th Circuit); John Lozano (10th Circuit); 
Thomas Fancher (10th Circuit); Mark Quinn (19th Circuit); Maureen Van Hoven (20th 
Circuit); Elizabeth Kitchen-Troop (22nd Circuit); Ashish Joshi (22nd Circuit); Melissa 
Ransom (28th Circuit); Carmen Fahie (30th Circuit); Gerry Mason (31st Circuit); David 
Marvin (45th Circuit); Nathan Hull (49th Circuit); and Christina DeMoore (57th 
Circuit) were appointed to fill immediate vacancies within their respective Circuits. 

 
6. Shenique Moss, Chair, Nominating & Awards Committee, addressed the Assembly 

concerning the 2015 Award Nominations. Upon a motion made and seconded, the 
Assembly unanimously approved the 2015 Award Recipients. The Unsung Hero 
Award will be presented to Hon. Allie Greenleaf Maldonado of Harbor Springs. The 
Michael Franck Award will be presented to Vernon Kortering of Muskegon. 
 

7. Vanessa Peterson Williams, Representative Assembly Chair, offered remarks on the 
proposals before the Assembly. 
 

8. Kimberly A. Breitmeyer, Chair, Assembly Review Committee, addressed the 
Assembly on the Assembly Survey Report and answered questions. 

 
9. Kimberly A. Breitmeyer, Chair, Assembly Review Committee, addressed the 

Assembly on a proposed amendment to the Representative Assembly Permanent 
Rules of Procedure—5.1 Voting, to clarify the ability of the Assembly to vote using 



Representative Assembly 
April 25, 2015 
Page 2 
 

electronic devices. Upon a motion made and supported, after discussion and several 
friendly amendments, the proposal passed 94 to 14 as follows: 
 

5.1 Voting.  Unless a written ballot is required, Voting voting shall be by 
voice vote or electronic tally at the option of the chair. unless a written 
ballot is required or the members stand and are countedIf by voice vote, 
when the chair is in doubt provided however, that a roll call vote, either by 
voice or an electronic vote, shall be taken and a record kept. thereof to 
indicate the individual vote of each participating Representative Assembly 
member.  If a division is requested as to the voice vote any time a request 
for such vote is made and supported by at least twenty (20) members of the 
Representative Assembly, or when a position is to be taken on proposed 
legislation and the position of the Assembly is not unanimous, a roll call 
vote, either by voice or an electronic vote, shall be taken and a record kept. 
to indicate the individual vote of each participating Representative 
Assembly member. 

 
10. Kimberly A. Breitmeyer, Chair, Assembly Review Committee, addressed the 

Assembly on a proposed amendment to the Representative Assembly Permanent 
Rules of Procedure—4.4 Minority Reports, to provide a minority report to 
accompany recommendations to the Michigan Supreme Court. Upon a motion made 
and supported, after discussion and several friendly amendments, the proposal 
passed 96 to 10 as follows: 
 

4.4 Section Minority Reports. A section minority report is a written 
report stating the views of less than half the members of a section, section 
council or a committee on a recommendation of the majority report of the 
section. The content of the minority report must reflect the minority 
Minority views must have been presented to the section, section council or 
committee orally or in writing at the time it acted on the matter, unless the 
section, section council or committee did not notify its members in 
advance that the matter would be considered. The report must be printed 
at the request of its proponents over their signatures and appendedaled to 
the report to which it relates. 
 
Representative Assembly Minority Reports. Members of the 
Representative Assembly voting in the minority on a proposal to be 
submitted to the Michigan Supreme Court may collectively submit a 
minority report to accompany State Bar recommendations to the 
Michigan Supreme Court, if the majority proposal has been adopted by less 
than 75% of the members present and voting. The content of the 
minority report must be limited to the views presented on the floor of 
the Assembly meeting during the debate on the merits of the proposal. A 
member of the Assembly must invoke this rule by making a motion 
request for the submission of a minority report immediately following 
the vote on the following the proposal from which the minority report 
dissents have been adopted, and must identify the author(s) of the 
minority report. The length of the report may not exceed that of the 
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majority and must be submitted to the Clerk within 14 days of the 
conclusion receipt of the transcript of the meeting at which the motion 
passed. The Clerk must review the report with the drafting committee to 
ensure compliance with the word limitations and reasonable consistency 
with the minority opinions expressed during the debate on the 
recommendations and largely reflected in the transcript of the proceedings. 
The Clerk and drafting committee, in consultation with the author of the 
minority report, shall have the final decision on the draft of the minority 
report submitted. 

 
11. Michael W. Thomsen, Chair, Drafting Committee, presented “Your Voice in the 

State Bar of Michigan.” 
 

12. Janet K. Welch, Executive Director, addressed the Assembly on Keller. 
 

13. Kimberly A. Breitmeyer, Chair, Assembly Review Committee, addressed the 
Assembly on a proposed amendment to the Representative Assembly Permanent 
Rules of Procedure—5.1 Voting-Keller, to require that the Assembly implement a 
voting process to ensure that actions conform to Keller v. State Bar of California and 
subsequent governing and/or authoritative law on the constitutional standard for 
mandatory bar advocacy. Upon a motion made and supported, after discussion and a 
friendly amendment, the proposal passed 77 to 25, with 2 abstentions, as follows: 
 

5.1 Voting.  Voting shall be by voice vote, unless a written ballot is 
required or the members stand and are counted when the chair is in doubt 
or a division is requested provided however, that a roll call vote shall be 
taken and a record kept thereof any time a request for such vote is made 
and supported by at least twenty (20) members of the Representative 
Assembly, or when a position is to be taken on proposed legislation and 
the position of the Assembly is not unanimous. 
5.1.1 Keller Vote.  Any proposal to be submitted for a vote, which has potential Keller 
implications, where applicable, shall first be submitted to counsel and/or bar staff, as 
applicable, who is not a member of the Representative Assembly, for an independent 
opinion as to the permissibility of the vote by the Representative Assembly on the 
merits of such proposal under Keller v. State Bar of California and subsequent 
governing and/or authoritative law on the constitutional standard for 
mandatory bar advocacy (collectively, “Keller”).  The opinion of counsel and/or 
bar staff, as applicable, should articulate the reasoning behind the determination and 
accompany the applicable proposal at the time of publication pursuant to Section 2.5 
of these Rules.  A "Keller Vote" shall be taken prior to the Representative 
Assembly taking a position on proposals, where applicable, to determine the 
permissibility of the vote under Keller.  A two-thirds vote of the members of the 
Representative Assembly present is required to support a determination that a vote 
on the proposal is permissible. 
 

14. Thomas C. Rombach, President, addressed the Assembly. 
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15. Vanessa Peterson Williams, Chair, Representative Assembly offered the opportunity 

to have open discussion on Administrative File Number 2013-38, the proposed on 
Michigan Rules of Professional Conduct Rule 1.5.  
 

16.  Adjournment 
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