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Rules Creating and Controlling the Oklahoma Bar Association
(Okla. Statutes Title 5, Chapter 1, Appendix 1, (2005), as amended.)

PREAMBLE

In the public interest, for the advancement of the administration of justice according to law,
and to aid the courts in carrying on the administration of justice; to foster and maintain on
the part of those engaged in the practice of law high ideals of integrity, learning,
competence and public service, and high standards of conduct; to provide a forum for the
discussion of subjects pertaining to the practice of law, the science of jurisprudence, and
law reform; to carry on a continuing program of legal research in technical fields of
substantive law, practice and procedure, and to make reports and recommendations
thereto; to prevent the unauthorized practice of law; to encourage the formation and
activities of local bar associations; to encourage practices that will advance and improve the
honor and dignity of the legal profession; and to the end that the responsibility of the legal
profession and the individual members thereof, may be more effectively and efficiently
discharged in the public interest. and actina within the police powers vested in it by the

Constituti 1967) Sections 1,
4; Inre | 13 (1939); In re
Bledsoe, il Corrections of
Oklahom Oklahoma does
hereby ci - of the State of
Oklahom: tes the following
rules for t reof.

ARTICLE

Section * Association is an
official an 2 performance of
its govern

Section 2. ATTORNEYS AS OFFICERS OF COURTS. Attorneys admitted to practice law
in Oklahoma are a part of the judicial system of Oklahoma and officers of its courts.

ARTICLE Il

Section 1. MEMBERSHIP. The membership of the Association shall consist of those
persons who are, and remain, licensed to practice law in this State. All members of the
Association shall provide the Association with a current address and shall promptly inform
the Association of any changes in address.

Section 1A. LAW STUDENT DIVISION. Law Students who are currently enrolled in a law
school accredited by the American Bar Association may affiliate and participate in the
Oklahoma Bar Association with limited rights and privileges as provided in the Bylaws of the
Association.

Section 2. MEMBERS CLASSIFIED. Members of the Association shall be divided into
three classes, namely, (a) active members, (b) senior members, and (c) associate
members. No other categories of membership may be allowed. The annual dues shall be
paid according to Art. VI, § 1. Tweedy v. Oklahoma Bar Assoc., 624 P.2d 1049, 1052
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(Okla. 1981); R.J. Edwards, Inc. v. Hert, 504 P.2d 407, 415 (Okla. 1972); In re Integration of
State Bar, 185 Okla. 505, 95 P.2d 113 (1939).

(a) ACTIVE MEMBERS. Active members shall be all members not enrolled as senior
members, or associated members.

(b) SENIOR MEMBERS. An active member in good standing who is seventy years of age
as of the first day of January of the then current year, may become a senior member by
filing with the Executive Director his statement, setting forth the month, day and year of his
birth and requesting senior membership. Thereafter, he shall be entitled to all the privileges
and advantages of active membership in the Association without payment of further dues,
with the exception that he shall not receive the Bar Journal free of charge. If a senior
member desires to receive the Bar Journal, the annual subscription cost shall be $25.00.

(c) ASSOCIATE MEMBER. A member in good standing who files, or on whose behalf there
is filed, with the Executive Director, a statement that, by reason of iliness, infirmity, or other
disability, he is unable to engage in the practice of law shall become an associate member
of the Association for the duration of such illness, infirmity or other disability and until he is
restored to his former classification. An associate member shall not engage in the practice

of law or request, receive
the Journ 1owing thereof to
be made ship held prior to
such iline dues applicable
thereto b iy the cost of the
Journal d

(d) REC COMPETENCE.
Wheneve lapse of two (2)
years or Rules Governing
Discipling sociated member
may ber wrough Rule 11.7
of the Ru

(e) VOTING MEMBERS DEFINED. Active and senior members shall constitute the voting
members of the Association.

Section 3. RESIGNATION OF MEMBER.

(a) Any member may resign his membership in the Association by filing with the Executive
Director a written resignation, whereupon he shall automatically cease to be a member and
shall not thereafter be entitled to the privileges and advantages of membership in the
Association. The Executive Director shall publicize the fact of resignation and shall cause a
record thereof to be made in the records of the Association and of the Clerk of the Supreme
Court.

(b)1 Any member who resigns shall remain subject to the Supreme Court’s disciplinary
jurisdiction and procedures for any misconduct committed while a member of the Oklahoma
Bar Association. If, at the time of resignation, disciplinary proceedings or investigations
which result in disciplinary proceedings are pending against the resigning member, the files
and records thereof together with evidence later obtained, shall be impounded by the Board
of Governors and shall be considered in connection with any subsequent application for
reinstatement or with subsequent disciplinary action against him.
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A member who resigns pending disciplinary proceedings or pending investigation which
might result in disciplinary proceedings must do so upon a form prescribed by the General
Counsel, approved by the Chief Justice, so drawn as to elicit acknowledgment that the
resignation is submitted pending disciplinary proceedings or investigation of charges,
specifying particularly the misconduct alleged; that the resignation is voluntary and with
knowledge of its consequences; that the member agrees that he may be reinstated only
upon full compliance with the condition and procedure prescribed by these rules; and that
no application for reinstatement may be filed prior to the lapse of five (5) years from the
date of resignation.

1. Subsection (b) of this section is revoked by Rule 15.1 of the Rules Governing
Professional Discipline (Appendix 1-A of this title) to the extent it is inconsistent with the
provisions of said rules.

Section 4. MOVING TO ANOTHER STATE. A member of the Association who becomes a
nonresident of the state may maintain his status as a member, by the payment of the
annual dues herein provided.

Section ! ED A SPECIAL
TEMPOR
A. Definiti
1. Out-of- in the State of
Oklahoms ates, the District
of Columt
2. Oklaho )klahoma, as an
active or ¢ s Article; and (b)
a membel
3. Oklahol of Oklahoma, as
well as ar r other decision-

making or recommending bodies created by the State of Oklahoma and functioning under
its authority. This term shall include court-annexed mediations and arbitrations. It shall not,
however, include federal courts or other federal decision-making or recommending bodies
which conduct proceedings in Oklahoma.

4. Proceeding: Any action, case, hearing, or other matter pending before an Oklahoma
court or tribunal, including an "individual proceeding” within the meaning of Oklahoma's
Administrative Procedures Act (75 O.S. § 250.3).

5. Attorney Granted Special Temporary Permit to Practice: An attorney who is granted
a special temporary permit pursuant to Rule Two Sections 5 and 6 of the Rules Governing
Admission to the Practice of Law in the State of Oklahoma.

B. An out-of-state attorney may be permitted to practice before Oklahoma courts or
tribunals solely for the purpose of participating in a proceeding in which he or she has been
employed upon the following express conditions:

1. The out-of-state attorney shall make application with the Oklahoma Bar Association, in
such form and according to the procedure approved by the Board of Governors of the
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Oklahoma Bar Association. Said application shall include an affidavit (or unsworn statement
under penalty of perjury pursuant to 12 O.S. § 426) which: (a) lists each state or territory of
the United States, the District of Columbia, or foreign country in which the out-of-state
attorney is admitted; and (b) states that the out-of-state aftorney is currently in good
standing in such jurisdictions. If an out-of-state attorney commits actual fraud in
representing any material fact in the affidavit or unsworn statement under penaity of perjury
provided herein, that attorney shall be permanently ineligible for admission to an Oklahoma
court or tribunal pursuant to this Rule, or for admission to the Okiahoma Bar Association.
The out-of-state attorney shall file a separate application with respect to each proceeding in
which he or she seeks to practice.

2. An Oklahoma court or tribunal may temporarily admit an out-of-state attorney on a
showing of good cause for noncompliance with the other provisions of this Rule. Temporary
admission under this Rule may be granted for a period not exceeding 10 days; however,
such period may be extended as necessary on clear and convincing proof that the
circumstances warranting the extension are beyond the control of the out-of-state attorney.

3. Unless a waiver is granted pursuant to Subsection 4, the out-of-state attorney shall pay
the sum of Three Hundred Fiftv Dollars ($350.00) as a non-refundable application fee to the

Oklahom niversary of the
applicatic )} shall be paid to
the Okial each anniversary
date unti litted to withdraw
from the event the annual
renewal 1 renewal notice to
the out-o tion filed with the
Oklahom ss subsequently
furnished n), apprising the
attorney dred Fifty Dollars
($350) wi -of-state attorney
fails to ti ciation shall mail
notice of ated attorney (if

applicable), and the Oklahoma court or tribunal conducting the proceeding. The Oklahoma
court or tribunal shall file the notice of default in the proceeding, and shall remove the out-
of-state attorney as counsel of record unless such attorney shows that the Oklahoma Bar
Association's renewal notice was not received or shows excusable neglect for failure to
timely pay the annual renewal fee and late fee. In the event of such a showing, the tribunal
shall memorialize its findings in an order, and the out-of-state attorney shall within 10
calendar days submit the order to the Oklahoma Bar Association, promptly pay the annual
renewal fee and late fee, and file a receipt from the Oklahoma Bar Association showing
such payments with the Oklahoma court or tribunal.

4. Out-of-state attorneys appearing pro bono to represent indigent criminal defendants, or
on behalf of persons who otherwise would qualify for representation under the guidelines of
the Legal Services Corporation due to their incomes and the kinds of legal matters that
would be covered by the representation, may request a waiver of the application fee from
the Oklahoma Bar Association. Waiver of the application fee shall be within the sole
discretion of the Oklahoma Bar Association and its decision shall be nonappealable.

5. The out-of-state attorney shall associate with an Oklahoma attorney. The associated
Oklahoma attorney shall enter an appearance in the proceeding and service may be had
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upon the associated Oklahoma attorney in all matters connected with said proceeding with
the same effect as if personally made on the out-of-state attorney. The associated
Oklahoma attorney shall sign all pleadings, briefs, and other documents, and be present at
all hearings or other events in which personal presence of counsel is required, unless the
Oklahoma court or tribunal waives these requirements.

6. An out-of-state attorney shall by written motion request permission to enter an
appearance in any proceeding he or she wishes to participate in as legal counsel and shall
present to the applicable Oklahoma court or tribunal a copy of the application submitted to
the Oklahoma Bar Association pursuant to Subsection B(1) of this Rule and a Certificate of
Compliance issued by the Oklahoma Bar Association.

C. Admission of an out-of-state attorney to appear in any proceeding is discretionary for the
judge, hearing officer or other decision-making or recommending official presiding over the
proceeding.

D. Upon being admitted to practice before an Oklahoma court or tribunal, an out-of-state
attorney is subject to the authority of that court or tribunal, and the Oklahoma Supreme
Court, with respect to his or her conduct in connection with the proceedina in which the out-

of-state : the out-of-state
attorney iting him or her
admissiol 1g the Oklahoma
Rules of seedings. Out-of-
state atto s as control the
discipline of this Article or
Subsectit lles of this Court
relating tc

E. The re ecial temporary
permit to

1. An atto idministrative fee

to the Oklahoma Bar Association of $350.00 regardiess of the duration of the permit. An
annual fee in the amount of $350.00 shall be collected on or before the anniversary of the
permit. A late fee of $100.00 shall be collected in the event the fee is paid within 30 days of
the due date. In the event that the fee is not paid within 30 days of the due date, the
special temporary permit shall be deemed cancelled and can only be renewed upon making
application to the Board of Bar Examiners and the payment of a new application fee. The
annual permit shall only be renewed upon affirmation that the conditions for which the
special temporary permit was issued still exist. An attorney granted a special temporary
permit to practice shall not appear on the roll of attorneys and shall not be considered a
member of the Oklahoma Bar Association. However, an attorney granted a special
temporary permit shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the Oklahoma Supreme Court for
purposes of attorney discipline and other orders revoking, suspending or modifying the
special permit to practice law.

2. Attorneys granted a special temporary permit to practice prior to the promuigation of this
rule shall be deemed to have a renewal date of January 2, 2010.

3. All attorneys granted a special temporary permit to practice shall comply with the
requirements of the Rules for Mandatory Continuing Legal Education with the exception
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that the annual reporting period shall be the anniversary date of the issuance of the special
temporary permit to practice.

Section 6. SMALL CLAIMS PROCEDURE. In action filed and tried under the Smali Claims
Procedure Act (12 O.5.Supp. 1969, Section 1751 et seq.) the word “person” and “claimant”
as therein used shall include corporations, partnerships, trusts and other legal entities, so
that corporations, partnerships, trusts and other legal entities may, by and through a
corporate officer or regular full-time employee, execute the statutory affidavits and proceed
as any other person or claimant is authorized to proceed under the act.

Section 7. WHO MAY PRACTICE LAW.

(a) No person, corporation, partnership, or any other entity (hereinafter collectively referred
to as “person”), shall practice law in the State of Oklahoma who is not an active member of
the Association, except as herein provided.

(b) Any member of the Association who shall have been adjudged to be insane, mentally
incompetent, or mentally ill shall not practice law, and shall not be required to pay dues
during the continuation of such adjudication.

(c) it sha 1 the Professional
Respons I to prevent the
unauthor in to enforce any
lawful or

ARTICLE

Section : Association are
vested in ] its adjournment,
specific | hall, however, be
subordin: ;

Section iylaws, otherwise
provides, elegates shail be

as now provided in the Association's Bylaws, and as amended by these Rules.

ARTICLE IV

Section 1. BOARD OF GOVERNORS. The governing body of this Association shall consist
of seventeen (17) active members of this Association, designated as the Board of
Governors. The authority of the Board of Governors shall be subordinate to these Rules
and direction of the House of Delegates. Said Board shall be selected as follows:

(a) Three (3) members elected At Large, by a majority vote of the House of Delegates or by
a plurality of the voting members of the Association, in such manner as may be prescribed
by the Bylaws, for a term of three (3) years, one of whom shall be elected annually.

(b) Nine (9) members, one from each Supreme Court Judicial District, elected by a majority
vote of the House of Delegates or by a plurality of the voting members of the Association in
such manner as may be prescribed by the Bylaws, for a term of three (3) years; three (3) of
such members shall be elected at the annual election next prior to the expiration of the term
of office of the respective predecessor members.

(c) The President and Vice-President of the Association during their terms of office.
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(d) The President-Elect of the Association.

(e) The Immediate Past-President of the Association during the year immediately following
his term as President.

(f) The Chairman of the Young Lawyers Division of the Association duly elected in
accordance with the provisions of that organization’s Bylaws. The Chairman of the YLD
shall serve on the Board of Governors during his term of office as Chairman of the YLD.

(@) A quorum of the Board of Governors shall consist of nine (9) members. A majority of a
quorum shall suffice to carry any action of the Board of Governors, unless otherwise
provided by the Bylaws of the Association and except that recommendations for any
amendment to these rules must receive the affirmative vote of a majority of all members of
the Board of Governors.

(h) The President of the Association and the Executive Director of the Association shall act,
respectively, as Chairman and Recording Secretary of the Board of Governors.

Section : zrnors shall meet
at the Ok each month at a
time fixec ngs of the Board
of Goven man or upon the
call of thi oy the Executive
Director t g, uniess waived
in writing

Section . f Governors, the
Board, by remainder of the
term, but 1g vacancies.
Section « F GOVERNORS

AND OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION. Members of the Board of Governors and the
officers of the Association shall be non-voting ex officio members of the House of
Delegates. Ex officio members shall have the right to speak on the floor of the House of
Delegates, but shall be precluded from introducing resolutions, legislative proposals or
motions or the casting of any ballot on any matter unless they are also certified as duly
chosen members of the House of Delegates by their respective County Bar Associations.

Section 5. DUTIES OF BOARD OF GOVERNORS. The Board of Governors may perform
duties not specifically enumerated herein and shall make or cause to be made, such
investigations, not inconsistent with these rules, as reasonably should be made or as are
directed by the Supreme Court.

Section 6. LENGTH OF SERVICE. No member of the Board of Governors, having served
three (3) consecutive years as a member of the governing body (exclusive of service on the
Board of Governors by reason of having received appointment to a vacancy as
hereinbefore provided in these rules), shall be eligible to succeed himself on the Board of
Governors, except as provided in the Bylaws of the Association.
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Section 7. ATTENDANCE. A member of the Board of Governors who misses three (3)
consecutive regular meetings of such Board, for whatever reason, shall automatically
vacate his office and the vacancy shall be filled as provided in Section 3 above.

ARTICLE IV-A
(Revoked effective July 1, 1981. See, now, Rules Governing Professional Discipline,

Appendix 1-A of this title.)

ARTICLE V

Section 1. OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION. The officers of this Association shall be a
President, a Vice-President and a President-Elect, elected each year in the manner
prescribed by its Bylaws, and an Executive Director, selected as provided in Article VI of

these Rules.

ARTICLE VI

Section 1. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, TREASURER, AND GENERAL COUNSEL. The
Board of Governors shall select some suitable person, who need not be an attorney, as
Executive Director of the Association and as its Treasurer. The Board of Governors shall
also select some suitable and qualified person as General Counsel of the Association. This

section i cipline (Appendix
1-A of th es.

Section wloy such other
persons

Section stants and other
employe . as the Board of
Governol 1e safekeeping of
the fund | be paid by the
Associati

Section 1all perform such

duties and services as may be required by these Rules or the Bylaws and as may be
directed by the Board of Governors or the President of the Association. He shall also keep
a complete and accurate list of the members of the Association; notify delinquent members
and certify the names of delinquent members to the Supreme Court as required by these
Rules; certify to the Supreme Court records and other matters as provided by these rules.

Section 5. REPORT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. On or before the tenth day of each
month the Executive Director shall mail to each member of the Board of Governors and the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court a detailed account showing the receipts and
disbursements of the preceding month; such statement shall contain any additional
information requested by the Board of Governors. On or before the 21st day of January of
each year an annual financial report shall be prepared by the Executive Director. It shall be
submitted to the Board of Governors no later than the regular February meeting of the
Board. After approval thereof by the Board of Governors, the same shall be published
promptly in the Bar Journal.

ARTICLE VI
Section 1. BUDGET COMMITTEE. There shall be a Budget Committee, composed of the
President-Elect, who shall be Chairman, the Executive Director of the Association, as a
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member ex officio, at least five (5) members, chosen from the House of Delegates and at
least three (3) members chosen from the Board of Governors. The President-Elect, subject
to the approval of the Board of Governors, shall select the appointive members for the
Committee not later than August 1 in each year. The Budget Committee shall prepare a
proposed annual budget of the financial needs of the Association for the following year. On
or before October 20th the proposed budget shall be published in one issue of the Bar
Journal, together with a notice that a public hearing thereon will be held by the Budget
Committee at the Oklahoma Bar Center on a date and at a time fixed in the notice, but not
later than November 15. The budget shall be approved by the Board of Governors prior to
being submitted to the Supreme Court.

Members of the Association may appear to protest any items included or excluded from the
proposed budget. On or before December 10, the finalized budget shall be submitted by the
Budget Committee, with its recommendation, to the Supreme Court. The Committee in
making its report shall take into consideration any action taken by the House of Delegates
which affects the Association’s financial requirements. The Supreme Court shall review said
proposed budget to determine if the proposed items of expenditure are within the Court's
police powers and necessary in the administration of justice, and will act on said budget
prior to December 25 of each vear.

No funds it included in the
annuai b mended by order
of the Su

Section | vithdrawn except
in the mz sociation shall be
used and budget.

(a) With the Association,
checks f checks shall be
signed by

Executive

General Counsel

Director of Continuing Legal Education

Director of Public Information

On expenditures exceeding $5,000, except for taxes, health insurance and utilities, checks
shall be signed by the Executive Director, or a member of his staff designated by him, and
countersigned by the President or Vice-President of the Association or by a member of the
Board of Governors designated by the Board.

(b) On expenditures of the Client Security Fund, checks shall be signed by the Chairman of
the Client Security Fund Committee and countersigned by the President of the Association.

Rules Creating & Controlling the OBA - Pg. 9



ARTICLE VIiI ,

Section 1. ANNUAL DUES. The annual dues for each member of the Association shall be
based upon the financial requirements of the Association including maintenance of an
adequate reserve fund for contingencies and emergencies.

Until otherwise provided the annual dues for each active member shall be $275.00 per
year; except that dues for active members who have been admitted to practice in any State
less than three (3) years, as of the first day of January of the dues paying year, shall be
$137.50 for each year. All dues shall be due and payable, on or before January 2 of each
year, to the Executive Director of the Association. Persons admitted to the Bar of this State
after January 2 of any year shall not be liable for dues until January 2 of the following year.
Nothing in these rules shall prevent the establishment of Sections with the approval of the
Board of Governors, nor the charging of voluntary dues to members of any such Section.

Active OBA Members who are in an active duty and deployed status serving outside of the
United States or one of its territories with the Armed Forces of the United States in a
combat zone or receiving “Imminent Danger Pay” (Combat Pay) or “hardship duty pay” in
any given year may request that dues be waived for that year. A request for a waiver of
dues, along with sufficient supporting documentation of service, shall be submitted to the

Executiv: onably practical.
Members ny administrative
decisions 1e Oklahoma Bar
Associati he member is not
able to s nily member, law
partner ¢ er.

Section » the Association
remain added thereto an
expense alendar year, the
Executivi eceipt reguested,
written n »aid for that year,
stating tl yment by a date

specified therein, which shall be not less than thirty (30) days after mailing of the notice.
The notice shall be addressed to the member at his last address shown on the records of
the Association. If payment of dues and expense charge is not received from a member
within the time specified in the notice sent him, the Board of Governors shall file application
with the Supreme Court recommending suspension of the delinquent’'s membership and,
upon order of the Court, he shall be so suspended, and shall not thereafter practice law in
this state until reinstated as provided herein.

Section 3. PENALTY. If a member’s dues to the Association remain unpaid after July 1 in
any calendar year, there shall be added thereto an amount equal to the annual dues.

Section 4. REINSTATEMENT OF ATTORNEYS. A member suspended for nonpayment of
dues may, at any time before his name is stricken from the rolls, file with the Executive
Director a written application for reinstatement. He shall be required to pay with the
application all delinquent dues, penalties, and expense charges, including dues for the
current year and a reinstatement fee of $250. When his dues, penalties, expense charges
and reinstatement fee have been paid in full, the member will be restored to membership
and the Executive Director will notify the Clerk and the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
and cause notice of reinstatement to be published in the Okiahoma Bar Journal.
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Section 5. NAME STRICKEN FROM ROLLS. A suspended member who does not file an
application for reinstatement within one year from the date he is suspended by the
Supreme Court for nonpayment of dues shall cease automatically to be a member of the
Association and the Board of Governors shall cause his name to be stricken from the
membership rolls. Thereafter, if he desires to become a member of the Association, he will
be required to make application for reinstatement, as provided in Rule 11 of the Rules
Governing Disciplinary Proceedings.

ARTICLE iX
(Revoked effective July 1, 1981. See, now, Rules Governing Professional Discipline,

Appendix 1-A of this title.)

ARTICLE X
(Revoked effective July 1, 1981. See, now, Rules Governing Professional Discipline,

Appendix 1-A of this title.)

ARTICLE Xi
(Revoked effective July 1, 1981. See, now, Rules Governing Professional Discipline,

Appendi

ARTICLE

Section if all attorneys to
perform : 1sation, provided,
upon ap| their reasonable
expenses shall prevent the
Supreme services.
Section IRS. Neither the
Oklahom eof, nor any Trial
Authority. 1y member of the
Associati )ciation, or by its

Board of Governors, or any of its committees or such agents, employees and investigators,
for any damages incident to such investigation, or any complaint, charge, prosecution,
proceeding or trial.

ARTICLE Xl

Section 1. BOARD OF BAR EXAMINERS. There shall be appointed by the Supreme
Court a Board of Bar Examiners to consist of nine (9) members, one each from each
Supreme Court Judicial District in the state, and such assistants as the Court may deem
appropriate. The present members shall serve until their term shall expire and their
successors are selected. The Supreme Court shall appoint three (3) members each year for
a term of three (3) calendar years beginning the first Monday in January. The Court will,
upon request of a member of the Board, appoint four (4) members of the Association to
assist the Board member in the performance of his duties.

Section 2. COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS. The Bar Examiners shall receive their
reasonable traveling and other expenses, and such compensation for their time and
services as shall be fixed by the Supreme Court.

Rules Creating & Controlling the OBA — Pg. 11



Section 3. RULES OF THE BOARD. The Bar Examiners shall make and provide rules
respecting their procedure and respecting all matters pertaining to the examination and
admission of applicants for the practice of law, which rules shall be subject to approval of
the Supreme Court, and when so approved shall have full force and effect as rules of the
Supreme Court.

Section 4. MEMBERS NOT TO HOLD CERTAIN POSITIONS. The election or
appointment of any member of the Board of Bar Examiners to a judicial position or to an
office in the Oklahoma Bar Association, other than committee membership or as a delegate
or alternate to the House of Delegates, shall vacate his membership on said Board. When
any vacancy thereby occurs, or for other causes, the Supreme Court shall appoint a
member to the vacancy, who shall serve the remainder of the term so vacated.

Section 5. ATTENDANCE. A member of the Board of Bar Examiners who misses three (3)
consecutive meetings of such Board, for whatever reason, shall automatically vacate his
office and the vacancy shall be filled by the Supreme Court of the State of Oklahoma.

ARTICLE Xiv

MEETINGS. There shali be at least one meeting of the membership of the Association each
year at v bly of the annual
meeting red at the annual
meeting. rs. There shail be
such oft as the Board of
Governo ovisions of these
Rules or

ARTICLI

BYLAW!

Subject { deem necessary
for its go

ARTICLI

AMENDMENT OF RULES. These rules may be modified or changed by the Supreme Court
on its own motion, or upon the recommendation of a majority of the Board of Governors or
a majority of the House of Delegates at regular meetings upon certification to and approval
by the Supreme Court.

ARTICLE XVl

PRIOR RULES REVOKED. The Revised Rules Creating, Controlling and Regulating the
Oklahoma Bar Association (5 0.S.1961, Chapter 1, Appendix 1) and amendments thereto
(5 0.S. Chapter 1, Appendix 1) are hereby revoked; provided, however, that this revocation
shall not revoke the Code of Professional Responsibility and the Canons of Judicial Ethics
(5 0.8.1961, Chapter 1, Appendixes 3 and 4) in effect in this state on the date these Rules
are promulgated and subsequent revisions thereof and shall not affect any pending
disciplinary matters, the terms of existing officers of the Association, programmed activities
of the Association during the calendar year 1971 or prior thereto. Cases pending before the
Grievance Committees may be completed by such committees or assigned to the Board of
Governors for appropriate action.
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ARTICLE XVl

Section 1. OKLAHOMA ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION. There shall be created an
Oklahoma Access to Justice Commission as set forth in Section 2. The Okiahoma Access
to Justice Commission shall evaluate, study, and make recommendations to, and to
prepare an annual report for, the Oklahoma Supreme Court, related to the providing of legal
services to the citizens of Oklahoma and their access to the Oklahoma justice system, both
civil and criminal, together with sources of funding necessary to accomplish the delivery of
legal services to those otherwise unable to afford them.

Section 2. TERMS. The Oklahoma Access to Justice Commission shall be comprised of
nine (9) duly appointed commissioners with voting privileges. Each commissioner shall
serve until his or her successor is appointed. The term of each commissioner shall be for a
period of three (3) years, commencing on July 1 of each year, except the initial term set
forth below which shall commence on July 1, 2005. The period between the effective date
of the order of this Court through July 1, 2005 shall be added to the initial term of each
appointed commissioner. The initial term for positions one (1) though three (3) shall be for a
period of three (3) years; the initial term for positions four (4) through six (6) shall be for two
(2) years; and the initial term for positions seven (7) through nine (9) shall be for a period of
one (1) year. The following commissioners are authorized to be appointed and shail have
voting pri

Position - “Justice.

Position : by the Presiding
Judge.

Position . President of the
Oklahom

Position ¢ klahoma Judicial
Conferen

Position - President of the
Oklahom:

Position ¢ w School located
in the sta sciation.

Position 7. Member of the Oklahoma House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker
of the Oklahoma House of Representatives.

Position 8. Member of the Oklahoma State Senate appointed by the President Pro Tempore
of the Oklahoma State Senate.

Position 9. Member of the public that is not licensed to practice law in the state of
Oklahoma to be appointed by the Governor of the State of Oklahoma.

Section 3. VACANCY OF POSITION. The President of the Oklahoma Bar Association
shall notify each person entitled to select a commissioner within thirty (30) days of the entry
of an order establishing the Oklahoma Access to Justice Commission, and at such other
times necessary to fill a vacancy. All appointments shall be selected by the appointing
official or entity within sixty (60) days of notification of a vacant commissioner’s position. In
the event for any reason a commissioner's position shall remain vacant after sixty (60)
days, the Chief Justice of the Oklahoma Supreme Court shall select a qualified person to
serve the remainder of the term, or until a successor is duly appointed.

Section 4. EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS. The Oklahoma Access to Justice Commission shall
have such non-voting ex-officio or advisory members as the commissioners may designate,
from time to time, including the foliowing: (a) President-Elect of the Oklahoma Bar
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Association; (b) President-Elect of the Oklahoma Bar Foundation; (c) Representative of
Legal Aid Services of Oklahoma, Inc. selected by the Board of Directors; (d) Representative
of Oklahoma Indigent Defense System selected by the Board of Directors; (e)
Representative of Oklahoma indian Legal Services selected by the Board of Directors; (f)
Chair of OBA Access to Justice Committee; (g) Public Defender of

Tuisa County; (h) Public Defender of Oklahoma County.

Section 5. OFFICERS OF THE COMMISSION. The Chair and Vice-Chair of the Oklahoma
Access to Justice Commission shall be selected by the commissioners. The commissioners
may select such other officers as they deem appropriate.

Section 6. COMPENSATION OF COMMISSIONERS AND MEMBERS. Commissioners
and members, who do not otherwise qualify for reimbursement of travel and other
reasonable expenses from their appointing authority, may be reimbursed for reasonable
travel and other expenses by the Oklahoma Access to Justice Commission at the rate as
fixed by the Okiahoma Supreme Court.

Section 7. STAFF. The Oklahoma Access to Justice Commission may be aided by the
staff of the Oklahoma Bar Association. Such staff as assigned by the Oklahoma Bar

Associat I may assist the
Oklahom staff and the rate
of compe iard of Governors
of the O approved by the
Oklahom , from the funds it
has avai ompensation and
benefits |

Section ihoma Access to
Justice ( e Oklahoma Bar
Associati udget, submitted
to and a

Section 9. RULES OF THE COMMISSION. The Oklahoma Access to Justice Commission
shall make and approve rules respecting its procedure and respecting all matters pertaining
to its duties as set forth in Section 1.

(Art. VI, Sec. 2, Para (a) - as amended by Supreme Court 10/2/08)

(Art. 1l, Sec. 5, Title, Para. A. 5. and Para. E. amended by Supreme Court 7/02/09-
temporary permit)

(Art. I, Sec. 1 — as amended by Supreme Court 9/14/09-members provide address change)
(Art. VI, Sec. 1 — amended by Supreme Court 6/27/11-provide BOG approval of budget)
(Art. VI, Sec. 1 — amended by Supreme Court 10/27/11-provide waiver for military)
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Oklahoma Bar Association
Bylaws

(Okla. Statutes Title 5, Chapter 1, Appendix 2) (As Amended)
PREAMBLE

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court of the State of Oklahoma has heretofore
promulgated rules creating and regulating the Oklahoma Bar Association:

NOW, THEREFORE, we, the members of the Oklahoma Bar Association,
do hereby adopt the following Bylaws:

ARTICLE |
Section 1. CONTROL OF ASSOCIATION

‘ sted in a
House 2 Oklahoma Bar
ASS0Ci
Sectior

‘ or alternate
from e: mber of the Bar
of such g of the annual
meetin dent members
of the E - alternate for
each a« eof. In the
absenc { to vote in the

stead of the delegate. In no event shall any County elect more than thirty (30)
members to the House of Delegates. Each delegate and alternate shall be elected
for a term of two years to begin with the commencement of the annual meeting
following his or her election, and terminating with the commencement of the third
annual meeting following his or her election or until the election and certification of
his or her successor, provided, that beginning with the election of delegates and
alternates following adoption of this amendment, the Board of Governors shall
designate the number of delegate positions in each County which shall be for an
initial one-year term and which delegate positions shall be a two-year term,
providing further, that as nearly as it is mathematically possible, the one and two-
year terms shall be divided equally for Counties entitled to two or more delegates,
the respective County Bar Association shall determine the method of designating
the delegates for one-year terms and the delegates for two-year terms.

Each member of the Board of Governors of the Association shall be an ex
officio non-voting member of the House of Delegates and shall be vested with the
courtesy of the floor of the House of Delegates and the right to speak therein, but

Bylaws Pg. 1



shall have no right to introduce resolutions or legislative proposals or motions or to
vote thereon, unless certified as a delegate from his or her county of residence.
Each former President of the Oklahoma Bar Association shall be a Member at
Large of the House of Delegates of said Association with the same powers, duties
and voting rights as an elected delegate of the House of Delegates. Also, the
Oklahoma Judicial Conference shall select from its membership one district judge
as delegate and one district judge as alternate, and one associate district judge as
delegate and one associate district judge as alternate, who shall have,
respectively, all the rights, duties and powers of delegates and alternate
delegates.

Section 3. RESIDENCE

A member shall be deemed to be a resident, within the purposes of these
Bylaws, of the County in which is located his or her mailing address for the Journal
of the Association.

Section 4. MEETINGS

“ng of the
memb -be fixed by the
Board 5 may be called
by the isary and
proper ed by the
Presid st of or consent
of twer s present at any
meetin lect of the
Associ side at the
meetin nt-Elect and
Vice-P le. The House
of Dele | of its business

as it deems practical ana snail be the juage or tne seiecuon ana qualifications of its
members. Unless other rules are adopted at any meeting, Robert's Rules of Order
of an edition to be selected by the Executive Director, shall be the rules of
procedure for the transaction of any business when not consistent with the OBA
Bylaws.

ARTICLE i
Section 1. OFFICERS ENUMERATED

(a). The officers of the Association shall be a President, President-Elect,
who shall also be Chairperson of the House of Delegates, Vice-President and
Executive Director, who shall also serve as Treasurer.

(b). All officers, officials, commission members, committee chairs and
committee members appointed or elected in accordance with these Bylaws shall
assume their offices on January 1 of each calendar year and serve for the period
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of their election or appointment, with all terms expiring on December 31 of the
calendar year in which the elected or appointed term expires, or until a successor
is appointed or elected.

Section 2. ELECTION OF OFFICERS:
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

(a). At the annual meeting held following the adoption of these Bylaws, the
House of Delegates shall elect a President-Elect who shall take office on the first
day of January following his or her election and who shall serve as President-Elect
for one year and then automatically shall become President and serve as such for
one year. The President-Elect selected in 1971 shall be a resident of a county
other than Oklahoma or Tulsa Counties; the President-Elect selected in 1972 shall
be a resident of Tulsa County; the President-Elect selected in 1973 shall be a
resident of a county other than Tulsa or Oklahoma Counties; the President-Elect
selected in 1974 shall be a resident of Oklahoma County.

Thereafter, the cycle set forth above shall be repeated.

(b). At each such annual meeting the House of Delegates shall elect a Vice-

Presidt of residence of
the inc as such for one
year c¢ on.

nese Bylaws
are ack 2 heretofore
been s d in the manner
provide sociation as

prescri
‘ sent and voting.

Sectior
' ‘the
Association and shall employ such other personnel as may be necessary to carry
these Bylaws into effect.

Section 4. ELIGIBILITY
Eligibility to serve as an officer, official of the Bar, member of the House of

Delegates, and delegate of the Association to the House of Delegates or the
American Bar Association is limited to active members of the Association in good
standing.

Section 5. INDEMNIFICATION

Every member of the Board of Governors, officer, or employee of the
Oklahoma Bar Association, including members of the Professional Responsibility
Commission, shall be indemnified by the Oklahoma Bar Association against all
reasonable expenses and liabilities, including counsel fees, necessarily incurred,
and when approved by the Board of Governors, by or imposed upon such
governor, officer, employee or member of the Professional Responsibility
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Commission in connection with any threatened action, pending action or
completed action, suit or proceeding, whether civil, criminal, administrative or
investigative (other than an action by or in the right of the Oklahoma Bar
Association) to which he or she may be made a party or in which he or she may
become involved by reason of his or her being or having been a governor, officer,
employee or member of the Professional Responsibility Commission, or any
settlement thereof, whether or not he or she is a governor, officer, employee or
member of the Professional Responsibility Commission at the time such expenses
are incurred, if he or she acted in good faith and in a manner he or she reasonably
believed to be in or not opposed to the best interests of the Oklahoma Bar
Association. This indemnification shall not apply in such cases where the affected
governor, officer, employee or member of the Professional Responsibility
Commission is found to not have acted in good faith or in a manner reasonably
believed to be in or not opposed to the best interests of the Oklahoma Bar
Association or where the employee is adjudged guilty of willful misfeasance or
malfeasance in the performance of his or her duties. Provided, that in the event of
a settlement, the indemnification herein shall apply only when the Board of

Gover for the best
interes ection shall be
applic: hereof, whether
arising n hereof, and to
goverr .esponsibility
Comm ervice, and shall
inure t 2 governors,
officer: y Commission
referre -to the benefits
of any

ARTICLE Il

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS
Section 1. NOMINATIONS

(a). Not less than ninety (90) days before the opening of the annual meeting
of the Association each year, the Executive Director will cause to be published in
the Oklahoma Bar Association Journal and posting on the OBA Web site a
continuing notice to the membership of specific vacancies occurring on the Board
of Governors and the other officers of the Association, that will be elected at the
forthcoming annual meeting. The notice will include the name of the present
member of the Board of Governors whose term expires, the Judicial District he or
she serves, and the counties in that District. If the retiring member is at large, the
notice will so indicate. In addition, the notice published and posted on the website
will inform the membership as to the procedure contained in this Article as to the
deadline and requirements for nominating petitions.

(b). Not less than sixty (60) days before the opening of the annual meeting
of the Association in each year, twenty-five (25) or more voting members of the
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Association within the Supreme Court Judicial District from which the member of
the Board of Governors is to be elected in that year, shall file with the Executive
Director a signed petition (which may be in parts) nominating a candidate for the
office of member of the Board of Governors for and from such Judicial District; or,
one or more County Bar Associations within said Judicial District may file a
nominating resolution nominating such a candidate for such office. For nomination
to the office of Member at Large on the Board of Governors the nominating petition
shall be signed by fifty (50) voting members of the Oklahoma Bar Association from
any or all Judicial Districts of the State, or nomination may be made by resolutions
of at least three (3) County Bar Associations. The Executive Director shall
thereupon cause the name of the nominee and the names of the signers of his or
her nominating petition to be published in the next issue of the Oklahoma Bar:
Journal and posting on the OBA Web site.

(c). Not less than sixty (60) days before the opening of the annual meeting
of the Association in each year, fifty (50) or more voting members of the
Association may file with the Executive Director a signed petition nominating a
candidate for the office of President-Elect, or of Vice-President. In the alternative,

not les: unty Bar
Assock te for the office
of eithe or shall
thereug gners of his or
her nor t issue of the
Oklaho

{ s to any of the
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the Hol 0) delegates
certifiec ites at which
the ele be in order
when &

(e). 1he duly elected Chairperson of the Young Lawyers Division of the
Association shall automatically assume his or her office on the Board of Governors
on the first day of his or her term of office as Chairperson of the Young Lawyers
Division of the Association. The foregoing provisions of Section 1 of this Article lii
shall not be applicable to the Association.

Section 2. MAJORITY VOTE: RUN-OFF

Election to any elective office in this Association shall be by simple majority
vote of the members of the House of Delegates present and voting. If no candidate
receives a majority, there shall be a run-off vote between the two candidates who
received the highest number of votes. If the run-off results in a tie, the winner shall
be determined by lot in such manner as the presiding officer shall prescribe.

Section 3. UNCONTESTED ELECTION
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At the close of the period, for nominations in accordance with Section 1, if
only one candidate has been nominated for any office, the candidate is elected
and the Executive Director shall announce his or her election.

Section 4. DEFECT OF CANDIDATES

If no candidate is nominated for a particular office or position to be filled at
an annual meeting, or if there is no candidate by reason of death or of any other
cause, the Board of Governors shall fill the vacancy at its next meeting following
the annual meeting of the Association.

Section 5. INAUGURATION CEREMONIAL
AND OATH OF OFFICE

All elective officers of the Association shall qualify for duty as required by
law. They shall be inaugurated at a time and place to be fixed by the Board of
Governors. The inaugural ceremonies shall be conducted by the Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court of Oklahoma or by such other justice or judicial officer as shall
be designated by the Chief Justice.

ARTIC
DUTIE
Sectiol

n, except where
he or s shall perform
such o nors may
entrust anding
commi able and fill all
vacanc er of the Board
of Gov

Section 2. PRESIDENT-ELECT

The President-Elect shall serve on the Board of Governors. He or she shall
generally inform himself or herself on the operation of the Association and the
duties to be performed by him or her as President during the next year, and he or
she shall perform any duties as may be imposed upon him or her by these Bylaws.
At the request of the President, he or she may represent the Association on
appropriate ceremonial occasion.

Section 3. VICE-PRESIDENT

The Vice-President shall preside at the meetings of the Association and of
the House of Delegates in the absence of or at the request of the President-Elect.
He or she shall perform such other duties as the House of Delegates or the Board
of Governors may entrust to him or her. He or she shall also serve as member of
the Board of Governors. Upon the disability of the President, or upon an
emergency during the absence of the President from the State, the Board of
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Governors, in its discretion, may direct the Vice-President to discharge the duties
of the President until the disability or the emergency ceases.

Section 4. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

(a). The Executive Director shall keep the roster of the members of the
Association and of the House of Delegates entitled to vote therein. He or she shall
record and be the custodian of the minutes, journal and records of the Association
and of the House of Delegates and of the Board of Governors.

(b). The Executive Director shall act as Treasurer, and be the custodian of
the funds of the Association. No funds shall be withdrawn except in the manner
approved by the Board of Governors.

(1) The expenditures of the Association shall be in accordance with the
provisions of the Rules Creating and Controlling the Oklahoma Bar Association as
promulgated by the Oklahoma Supreme Court.

(2) The Executive Director shall maintain at all times a fidelity bond
executed by a surety company as surety, the amount thereof and the surety to be

approved by the Board of Governors.
id its personnel

and sh: |. He or she
shall al  Board of
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ARTIC
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Section 2. VACANCY IN THE OFFICES OF PRESIDENT-ELECT OR VICE-
PRESIDENT

Upon a vacancy in the office of the President-Elect, the vacancy shall be
filled by the House of Delegates in special session called by the President within
30 days of such vacancy upon 15 days notice. Vacancies in the office of the Vice-
President shall be filled by the Board of Governors.

Section 3. VACANCY IN THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Vacancies in the Board of Governors shall be filled as provided in Article 1V,
Section 3 of the Rules of the Supreme Court.

Section 4. INELIGIBILITY

The President is ineligible for selection as President-Elect at the time for
election of a President-Elect from his or her area of residence next succeeding the
expiration of his or her term of office as President.
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ARTICLE VI
BOARD OF GOVERNORS - DUTIES

The Board of Governors shall administer the affairs of this Association,
during the adjournment of the House of Delegates, and shall perform such other
duties as may be delegated to them by order of the Supreme Court for the House
of Delegates.

ARTICLE VII
BAR JOURNAL
A Bar Journal shall be published as directed by the Board of Governors.

ARTICLE VIl
LEGISLATIVE STUDIES AND PROPOSALS
Section 1. STUDIES

peration of
rules ¢ littee, section,
or rela ive
improv court, when
approrg. nendations with
the Ex "Association
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Sectiol NS BY
ASSO
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Program of the Association; (b) Endorsement in principle. Only those measures
which have become part of the Legislative Program of the Association shall be
within the jurisdiction and duties of the Association Committee on Legislation, or
be presented to the Legislature as measures actively proposed by the Association.
Individual members, or committees, sections, or related groups may present
proposals which have been endorsed in principle, and may publicize such
endorsement, but may not represent that the measures are part of the Legislative
Program of the Association.

Section 3. LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM: SUBJECT MATTER

The Legislative Program of the Association shall be confined to those
measures relating to the administration of justice; to court organization, selection,
tenure, salary and other incidents of the judicial office; to rules and laws affecting
practice and procedure in the courts and in administrative bodies exercising
adjudicatory functions; and to the practice of law. However, measures relating to
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these matters may, at the discretion of the Association, be endorsed in principle
rather than be included in the Legislative Program.

Section 4. ENDORSEMENT IN PRINCIPLE: SUBJECT MATTER
Any proposal for the improvement of the law, procedural or substantive,
may be endorsed in principle.

Section 5. LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS AND ENDORSEMENTS IN PRINCIPLE:
JURISDICTION TO MAKE

Only the House of Delegates shall have authority to place a measure on the
Legislative Program or to endorse it in principle. Legislative proposals shall require
for adoption the affirmative vote of at least sixty percent (60 percent) of the
members of the House of Delegates voting thereon. Endorsements in principle
may be made by a simple majority vote. However, the exact vote shall be
publicized; and shall be made available in connection with any formal statements
made by members of the Association concerning such endorsement. Either an
inclusion in the Legislative Program or an endorsement in principle may be made
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Section 7. DURATION OF LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMS OR ENDORSEMENTS

When a measure has been made a part of the Legislative Program or has
been endorsed in principle, it shall remain so for a period of three (3) years from
the date of its approval or endorsement unless it be removed from the Program
prior to the end of said period by a majority vote of the delegates voting upon the
question or by reason of its enactment into law.

Section 8. RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING POLICY

No recommendation concerning policy to be followed by the State, or by the
United States, or by the American Bar Association shall be made except by a
majority vote of the members of the House of Delegates voting thereon in any of
the methods prescribed by Section 5 hereof; provided that recommendations may
be made by the Board of Governors as specified in Section 9 hereof.

Section 9. RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING PENDING LEGISLATIVE
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PROPOSALS :

The Board of Governors during the adjournment of the House of Delegates,
upon approval by two-thirds of the members of the Board of Governors present
and voting, may make recommendations upon any proposal pending before
Legislature of the State of Oklahoma or any proposal before the Congress of the
United States of America, if such proposal relates to the administration of justice,
to court organization, selection, tenure, salary or other incidents of the judicial
office; to rules and laws affecting practice and procedure in the courts and in
administrative bodies exercising adjudicatory functions; and to the practice of law;
provided that such proposal has not been theretofore_presented to the House of
Delegates for consideration.

ARTICLE IX
SECTIONS
Section 1. ESTABLISHMENT AND DISCONTINUANCE
i ted and discontinued by the Board of Governors.

Sections mayv be crea
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ARTIC
DIVISI

Sectio
on shall consist

of all v idmitted to the
practice of law 10 years ago or less. Provided, however, that any member of the
Association admitted to practice prior to 1990 shall be considered a member of the
division if (1) (s)he has been in practice 10 years or less, or (2) is not over 36
years of age, whichever provision allows the member to participate in the Young
Lawyers Division for the greatest length of time. The Young Lawyers Division shall
adopt Bylaws not inconsistent with the rules of the Supreme Court and Bylaws of
the Association, effective upon approval by the Board of Governors.

Section 2. LAW STUDENT DIVISION

The Law Student Division of the Oklahoma Bar Association shall consist of
law student affiliates who are currently enrolled in a law school accredited by the
American Bar Association. A law student affiliate shall not hold himself or herself
out to the public or imply in any manner whatsoever that he or she is a member of
the Association or entitled to practice law in this state. The Association retains the
right to deny or revoke the privileges of any law student who violates the Rules or
Bylaws of the Association. The Law Student Division shall adopt Bylaws, not
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inconsistent with the Rules or Bylaws of the Association, which shall prescribe the
yearly dues for law student affiliates.

ARTICLE XI
AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS

These Bylaws may be amended in the following manner:

(a) At any regular meeting by a two-thirds vote of the members of the
House of Delegates present and voting.

(b) At any regular meeting of the House of Delegates by a majority of the
members present and voting, providing the proposed change was submitted at the
previous meeting of the House of Delegates.

ARTICLE Xli
REVOCATION

The Bylaws of the Oklahoma Bar Association, as amended to July 23,
1968, ¢ ed; provided,
howeve ry matters,
legislat or the duties or
rights ¢ 1ereto.
ARTIC
IMMECL

; it the Annual
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Adopte

Art. VIli, Sec. 6-Amended by the House of Delegates: November 16, 2012
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