
                            
 
 
 
 
 

Page 1 of 1 

FAMILY LAW SECTION 

Report on Public Policy Position 
 
 
Name of section:  
Family Law Section 
 
Contact Person:  
Kent Weichmann 
 
E-mail: 
weichmann@earthlink.net 
 
Bill Number:  
HB 5513 (Byrnes) Family law; marriage and divorce; change of name procedure whenever decree of divorce is 
granted; revise to make gender neutral. Amends title & sec. 1 of 1905 PA 299 (MCL 552.391). 
 
Date position was adopted: 
February 2, 2008 
 
Process used to take the ideological position: 
Position adopted after discussion and vote at a scheduled meeting. 
 
Number of members in the decision-making body: 
21 
 
Number who voted in favor and opposed to the position: 
15 Voted for position 
0 Voted against position 
6 Did not vote 
 
Position:  
Support 
 
Explanation of the position, including any recommended amendments: 
HB 5513 would make the ability to change names upon divorce gender neutral.  This is especially appropriate in 
those cases where the spouses hyphenate their names upon marriage.  The Family Law Section supports this bill. 
 
The text of any legislation, court rule, or administrative regulation that is the subject of or referenced in 
this report.  
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2007-HB-5513 
 
 
 
 


