




DAVID B. KORTERING LAW OFFICE 
8 West Walton Ave., Suite C 
Muskegon, Michigan 49440 

(231) 747-8022; 747-8032 (fax) 
 

March 13, 2015 

 

Ms. Anne Smith      Via Facsimile:  517-372-2410 
Representative Assembly Awards 
State Bar of Michigan 
306 Townsend St. 
Lansing, MI 48933-2012 

Re: Unsung Hero Award Nomination 

I would like to nominate my father, Vernon D. Kortering (P16157), posthumously, who passed away at 
the age of 80 on January 17, 2015, while in Hospice care at the Poppen House through Harbor Hospice in 
Muskegon, Michigan.  I previously nominated my father in 2007 when he was 73 years old.   See 
enclosed letter and Obituary dated Sunday, January 26, 2015. 

My father was considered a "Maverick" as well as an "attorney's-attorney" and even a "Judge's attorney".   
He built an illustrious career and reputation as a prominent civil rights advocate, trend setter, and pioneer 
who fought for the underprivileged and downtrodden.  

Vern Kortering started his 50 plus years in the field of law as a law clerk for Michigan Supreme Court 
Justice Eugene F. Black, graduated from U. of M. Law School in 1962, and began his illustrious career at 
the largest firm in Muskegon-Marcus, McCroskey and Libner.  He eventually formed his own solo 
practice at the Kortering Law Firm in the 1990's and was joined by his son, David B. Kortering, in 1997.  
He practiced until 2013 at the age of 78. 

He was recognized by the Executive Committee, Officers and Members of the Muskegon Branch 
N.A.A.C.P. #3147 at his funeral with a "resolution" for “his zest for the rights of those underprivileged 
and downtrodden and commitment to the cause of law and civil rights.” 

Daniel F. Bonner (P35511), Managing attorney for Legal Aid of Western Michigan-Muskegon, and 2009 
recipient of the Michael Franck Award noted at his funeral that the "real legal aid attorney" in Muskegon 
County was Vernon D. Kortering and struck up a lifelong friendship with my father, even practicing with 
him for a few years.  Honorable Timothy G. Hicks (P35198), Circuit Court Judge from Muskegon 
County, noted in letter to my family that my father was “THE best person at using the law for perhaps its 
highest purposes--to help provide justice to those less fortunate, and to move our society to better places."  

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

David B. Kortering 



Enclosures:    

1. 2007 Nomination Letter from David B. Kortering. 
 

2. Obituary from Muskegon Chronicle, Sunday January 26, 2015. 
 

3. Resolution from the Muskegon Branch N.A.A.C.P. #3147, submitted 1/31/2015. 
 

4. Letter to family from Hon. Timothy G. Hicks, dated February 6, 2105. 
 

5. 1/23/2015, p.1. Muskegon County Legal News, "In Memorial: Attorney Vernon D. 
Kortering - Civil Rights Activist - working for the underprivileged and downtrodden." 



KORTERING LAW FIRM 
450 Morris Ave., Suite 303 

P.O. Box 3311 
Muskegon, MI 49443 

(231) 728-6411 
(231) 728-6502 Fax 

  
February 16, 2007 

 
Attention: Ms. Anne Smith 
Representative Assembly Awards 
State Bar of Michigan 
306 Townsend St. 
Lansing, MI 48933-2012 
 
Re: Unsung Hero Award 
 
  Upon graduating from Law School in 1996, I could think of nothing else than learning the 
practice of law from my father.  Growing up in Muskegon, I had always been asked, "Oh, are you 
Vern's son?"  The question was usually followed by, "Your father helped me out"  or, "your 
father is a great man,"  or "your father is one tough attorney."   
 
    Often times I would hear a story as to how he won an un-winnable case, or helped someone 
who could not help them self or afford an attorney, or took on a cause that was a long shot for the 
principle of the matter.  Attorneys that take cases on principle are too few and far between, but 
my father built a reputation on it that extends throughout West Michigan to this date. 
 
    Back in his hey-day, he was referred to as a self-proclaimed "maverick."  He took on cases and 
causes that were highly political and usually publicized.  Most attorneys would stay away from 
those types of cases in fear of burning too many bridges.  Not my father, he thrived in taking on 
tough cases and causes.  Very active in politics, he also became known as the liberal democrat 
attorney in Muskegon and West Michigan.  Wherever there was a political battle to fight, my 
father was there, either on the front lines, or behind the scenes. 
 
   Back in the late 60's and throughout the 70's, he was known as "the" civil rights attorney in 
Western Michigan.  To this date, people still bring up his reputation as a trend setter and pioneer 
in civil rights.  Fighting for the underprivileged, the downtrodden, victims of prejudice, and the 
underdog became his niche.  He wore it well into the 80's and 90's.  Although he has slowed 
down a little bit now and is mainly practicing his bread and butter area of Social Security Law, he 
still has time to take on a few causes these days. 
 
   Today, at the age of 73, he still comes to the office 7 days a week.  People always ask me how 
he is and when he is going to retire.  I usually tell them the standard answer: "Never, he wouldn't 
know what to do with himself if he wasn't in the office or court everyday consulting and helping 
people."   Some attorneys have referred to him as "an attorney's attorney," thousands of former 
clients would refer to him as their hero.  I, of course, simply refer to him as dad.  No matter what, 
he will always be my unsung hero.  
 
David B. Kortering (P55834) 



Obituary for Mr. Vernon D. Kortering 
 

Mr. Vernon Dale Kortering, age 80, passed away Saturday, January 17, 2015. He was born March 
27, 1934 in Holland, MI to Bert and Henrietta (Naber) Kortering. He served in the U.S. Air Force from 
1952-56 and graduated from Hope College in 1959. Vern married Lois E. Griffes of Muskegon 
Heights on June 6, 1959. He was a law clerk for Michigan Supreme Court Justice Eugene F. Black, 
graduated from U. of M. Law School in 1962, and began his illustrious career at the largest firm in 
Muskegon-Marcus, McCroskey and Libner. Vern represented those who felt that the Vietnam War 
and subsequent draft were against their philosophical and religious beliefs, supported the Black 
Panther movement, and the Teamsters Union. He was an active member of the NAACP, Planned 
Parenthood, and Every Woman’s Place. Vern was referred to as a “Maverick” and built his reputation 
as a prominent civil rights advocate, trend setter, and pioneer who fought for the underprivileged and 
downtrodden. He focused on Workers Compensation, Labor Law, and Disability Law, all the while 
remaining very active in politics and the Democratic Party. Vern was called a “lawyer’s lawyer” as 
well as a “judge’s lawyer.” He was joined by his son, David, into the Kortering Law Firm in 1997. He 
is survived by: his wife Lois; 3 children: Dr. Kathryn Kortering, Karyn Verge, and David (Katherine) 
Kortering; 5 grandchildren: Alison and Owen Verge; Kyla Kortering and Natalie Jeter; and Rachel 
Kortering: brother, Earl (Betty, deceased) Kortering, of Holland, MI; sister, Norma Brower of 
Spokane, WA; sister-in-law, Joan Kortering of Holland, MI; and several nieces and nephews. He was 
preceded in death by his parents; son, Vernon Dale II; and 2 brothers, Lloyd and Ronald Kortering. A  

MEMORIAL SERVICE will be held 3:00 PM Saturday, January 31, 2015, at Hope Reformed Church 
with Rev. Steven Hyma officiating. VISITATION with the family will be one hour prior to the service. 
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to Harbor Hospice. Share memories with the family 
at their On-line Guest Book atwww.sytsemafh.com. Arrangements by The Walburn Chapel, 1547 W. 
Sherman Blvd., (231) 759-8565  

http://www.sytsemafh.com/
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