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Nomination for Michael Franck Award

A copy of this e-mail has been sent to the State Bar of Michigan and to the nominator of the award.

Name of nominee: Susan F. Reed
Title:
Firm or Organization:
Address: 547 E. Jefferson Ave., Suite 202, Detroit
Phone: 31 3-468-0990
Fax:
E-mail: reedwins46@yahoo.com or reedwins@yahoo.com

Name of nominator: Elizabeth Jolliffe
Title: Owner
Firm or Organization: Your Benchmark Coach
Address: 543 Fifth Street, Ann Arbor Ml 48103
Phone: 734-663-7905
Fax:
E-mail : elizabeth@yourbenchmarkcoach. com

Explain the merits of your nomination, submit any supporting materials for your nominee by email, fax, or
mail. Give specific examples.

The Michael Franck Award is presented to a lawyer who has made an outstaning contribution to the
improvement of the profession.

Criminal defense lawyer Susan Reed has the highest commitment to the rights of her clients and the
quality of the legal services provided by the criminal defense bar. She works tirelessly on behalf of her
clients, primarily court appointed felony cases, in which she frequently represents the toughest, most
horrific ones - - those accused of murder, rape and child molestation. She is perhaps most recently well
known as the attorney for defendant Joseph Gentz, the handyman in the Bashara murder proceedings in
Wayne County. (Please see the Detroit Free Press article on Susan, March 14,2012.)

Susan is the current President of the Wayne County Criminal Defense Bar Association and has been a
leader in it for several years. The Bar focuses on advocacy for the defense bar, improved and efficient
communications with the prosecutors, and high standards of representation for criminal defendants. This
includes the Bar's continuing legal educaiton program, including mandatory mentoring, necessary to
receive approvalas a court appointed defense lawyer via the Criminal Advocacy Program ("CAP")
required to receive felony appointments in the Wayne County Circuit Criminal Division.

Please provide a complete resume that includes dates of:
-Service to and on behalf of the State Bar of Michigan
-Other service to the legal profession
-Service to the public
-Any awards the nominee may have received

Licensed in Míchigan - 1976
J.D. Wayne State University

------------------------- UNSUNG HERO AWARD



ne Smith - Nomination for Michael Franck Award

M. Edu. Wayne State University
B.A. University of Michigan 1968
Mumford High School 1964
President, Wayne County Criminal Defense Bar Association,2012 - present
As an Adjunct lnstructor at the Detroit College of Law, she has taught Legal Research and Writing.
Former teacher, Detroit Public Schools.
Clerked for Michigan Supreme Court Justice G. Mennen Williams.
During law school she was a legal intern for the Wayne County Neighborhood Legal Services.

Optional: List news, magazine, radio, and TV features about the nominee's accomplishments (do not
submit actualarticles or DVDs).
State date/page and media e.g. 12112107 , p. 12, Lansing State Journal, "Lawyer Begins TLC Program in
Schools"

Detroit Free Press, March 14,2012. "Veteran Detroit Attorney Susan Reed in Spotlight Again as She
Takes on Bashara Case." -- including remarks from from Presiding Judge Timothy Kenny. ""There had
been information that Mr.. Gentz is someone who's had some mental and emotional challenges," Kenny
said. "Ms. Reed has done an exceptionaljob" with clients in challenging situations. Kenny said that Reed
is frequently given troubled or troubling clients who have burned through one or more lawyers."'

Please provide a letter written by the nominator explaining why the nominee should be considered for the
award. The letter should be signed by the nominator and any additional supporters. One dated and
signed letter is required, it can be e-mailed to Anne Smith at asmith@mail.michbar.org, faxed to her
attention at (517) 372-2410, or sent by mail. Please note in your communication the name of the award
and the nominee's name.

Ms. Anne Smith
Representative Assembly Awards
State Bar of Michigan
306 Townsend St.
Lansing, M148933-2012
Phone: (517)346-6374
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ElJ ELIZABËTH JOLL¡FFE, J.D.
YOUR BFNIHhIÀFK COf.CH

March 18,2013

Ms. Anne Smith
Representative Assembly Awards
State Bar of Michigan
306 Townsend Street
Lansing, Ml 48933-2012

Re: Nomination of Susan F. Reed for Michael Franck Award

Dear Anne:

On March 15 I submitted an online nomination for Susan F. Reed of Reed Winters for
the Michael Franck Award. The description of the award is a simple one: "This award
will be presented to a lawyer who has made an outstanding contribution to the
improvement of the profession." Like the Unsung Hero Award, as written this award
could be given to hundreds of members of the State Bar of Michigan. I nominate Susan
F. Reed because of her leadership and commitment to the provision of quality criminal
defense legal services by the defense bar in southeast Michigan.

Susan has a private practice in Detroit, Michigan, She focuses her state and Federal
court practice primarily in criminal law. Much of her work consists of court appointed
felony cases in which she often represents the most horrific defendants, those accused
of murder, rape and child molestation. A 1964 graduate of Mumford High School in
Detroit, Susan was a teacher with the Detroit Public Schools before she went to law
school. She received her Bachelor of Arts from the University of Michigan, her Masters
in Secondary Education from Wayne State University and her Juris Doctor, cum laude,
from Wayne State University Law School. She was admitted to practice in 1976. During
law school she was a legal intern for the Wayne County Neighborhood Legal Services.
She also served as a law clerk to Michigan Supreme Court Justice G. Mennen
Williams. As an adjunct instructor at the Detroit College of Law, she has taught Legal
Research and Writing.

Susan is the President of the Wayne County Criminal Defense Bar and has been an
active leader in it for years with her partner BillWinters, the immediate past president.
The Bar focuses on advocacy for the defense bar, improved and efficient
communications with the prosecutors, and high standards of representation for criminal
defendants. This includes the Bar's continuing legal education program, mandatory

543 Fiflh Street, Ann Arbor, Ml 48103

Office: 734.663.7905 Fax: 734.527.6351

www.YourBenchmarkCoach. corn



Page 2 March 19,2013

mentoring, and collaboration with the CriminalAdvocacy Program ("CAP") required to
receive felony appointments in the Wayne County Circuit Court Criminal Division.

As noted by Criminal Division Chief Judge Timothy Kenny in a Free Press article last
year, Susan frequently receives the most troubled or troubling assignments as clients
because she has done an exceptionaljob with clients in challenging situations. For
example, in 2012 Susan was assigned to represent Joseph Gentz, the intellectually
challenged handyman who confessed to killing Jane Bashara on contract from her
husband Bob Bashara.

I have had the pleasure of getting to know Susan F. Reed through the Women Lawyers
Association of Michigan Wayne County Region, the Detroit Metropolitan Bar Association
and other activities. I respect her tireless leadership, effort and commitment to the
development of the criminal defense bar in Wayne County and her effort and
commitment on behalf of her criminal defense clients. Therefore, I am pleased to
nominate Susan F. Reed for the Michael Franck Award.

Sincerely,

lsl

Elizabeth C. Jolliffe
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Vefenan f,)etroit ¿rttorney Susan Reetl in spoflight again ¿s she takes on
Bashara casc

I,lit:lìgan
!40r I't fieep.conr

" Dctloit Public Schools teacher

" Cilerked for Nlichigan Suprerne Court Justice G. Mentren (Soapy) Willi¿rms

. President of the Wayne County Clrirninal Def'ense Bar Association

S<lme significant cases,

Susan Reed

Þ,drrcation

. Mu¡nfbrcl High School in Dettoit [dt{.,cT

" University of, tvlichiga n T 
ctkSl:

. Wayne State lJniversity Law School

Career

. 191J6: Repleserttecl clope clealel Arthtrllassenburg. w,ho was convictecl of'kicfnap¡ring l-5-veor-old
Murada Muhamnrod. but aoc¡uitte<f of killing her flor â $10 shortage

' 2003: Defendecl \41ill.Digna u,ho. along with his f'ather, IJill- was c.onvicted of boating a teetlage

runaway girl an<l chokirrg irer to death with a t{og leash.

. 2004 Represerrtecl Roger 'f.hompson, cclnvic.tetf of strilngling the nrother of his claughter and then
beating that child and three others to deatir. ,{ filïh chikl, Iocked in a closet for 3 I hours, lived.

. 2008: Defendecl Christophe¡ Richarclson, wlro u,as charged with killing anel sodomizing his 8-day-

old daughter. 'I'hosr: charges were dismissecl at preliminary examinatir:n.
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\i etelarl Detroit attoniev Sttsan iìcecl in spotlì-qht again as she îakes on lJashara case j Detr... pa¡te Z ol4

'201A: Co-cotrnsel for Peter Dabìsh. tvhcl r,r,as convictcd of'banting Diana Deñzlayo to cleath in the
Ëort Slicrlby Tou,r.r Apartlnents in Dcifroit.

" 201 I : Representecl J¿r.son Gibson, convictecl of nrr,:r clering Detloit Police Offlìcer Ilrian Hr"rff.

Jnrnates lílcc ller. ¡\nd th¿rt's a good thing, Dctr:oit
attornev Srçan lìeed says.

A veteran of a chilf ing paracle of high-profìle ¿ncl ghastlv cases, Roed is sudclenlf in ¡he Detroit area's
brightest public spotlight again as thc oor*rt*appointocl lar,vn'er fi:r Josc¡:h Cientz, ihre hand;,man
charged with murcler ancl conspiracy ìn ,ltc Janu¿iv strarrgulalio¡r of Glosse Poirite Fark marketing
executive Jane Bash¿u'a.

Âs a climinal clef'ense larwer, lleed handles her share c¡f cclurt-a-p¡rointed case.s, ancl she knows that
tht: jailhouse grapevine can slir client suspicion ìrt<l dark cvnicism ¿rnd bail trial vibe.s.

Thc attorney-cliellt relätionship "of'tcil st¿¡rts rvith mistlust," anci iier first cliore is rrraking sure the case
cloesn't plummet through the t¡'usI ga¡:r, lìeed saìrtr-

That's where her cr¡llblock c.red corìles in: "l lhink I'r'e got a good reputâtion in the jail."

The Bashara case is a legal handful.

Cientz g¿ìvc cops rnultiple accounts of'killing J3¡tslrara ¿rxl shûred those storiss rvith civiliuns r,vho havo
repeatecl thern on TV. A steacly ru¡r of inr'<lstigative leaks have fecl inlense lìe\,vs coverage.

It's ttot an easy burden l'r:r alllt larl,ve¡', ¿rnci lÌresicTing.ìLrclge Tinrothy Idenny of the Wayne County
Circuit Court said that's why he a¡l¡roinred Iìeed.

" Ilrere hacl been infor¡ratir:n tlirit Mr. tlentz is so¡ne<lnc rvho's had sonre mcxrtal ancl enrotional
challenges," Iienny saicl. "N4.s. Ree<J has clone an eKcoptionftl.job" wìth clients in chalienging
situations.

Kettny said that l{eed is frerluently given troutrlecl or troubling clients who have burned through one
or mofe larvyers.

Reed avoids the ['¡lather ancl h¡rpecl hopes th¿tt sc¡rne lawyers spirr to calm their clieuts, sai<l forrner
Wayne ('ounly Ässistant Proseeutor Pa.ul Bernicr.

"She tells tltem what thel' ¡s.cl to hoar. not tr;hat They want io," Iìernier saicl

Reecl, an att<lmey since 1976 who is comfbrtahle rvjth courtroom rentf erings of horriJ-rc crimes, saìd
the sustainod news mecli¡r aî.tention is new for hor

"I hke being tìrat attorncy who ne.ver talks about a pencling câse," she said.

lnvestigativc leaks hav'e disd <1owli, too, since {iantz has been l<¡cked up:uid undergoing psychiatric

evaluation. "An1,trvuo, I'm nelt leaking anvthing lrec¿use I don't have an¡,thing to leak," Reed s¿rid
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'l'he path to the Ï:'r¿rnk Murph¡, I lall of Jusrice rvound tìlrorrgår }"lurnforcl l-{igh School in Detroit. úe
[Jnii,ersrty ol'Miohigan, ¿rr] tlast-slde eTenientar-v schooi and ]lìchigan Supleme Coun chanrbers.

Hel parents were a Dettoit Lrus dnr,'cr arrci a public schoc¡l teache¡-. and she te.stecl into advancecl
pl a ccnr ent pf ogl'anl s.

Class I'cch High School was an optron, ilLrt a lrttle loo big: "Nlunlforcl f'elt ri.ght."

ll"eecl, a 1964 gracluate. r.vas ¡lart oÍ'a lv¿ìr,e of Vlurnforcl siuclents who excelÌed in larv. rneclicine ¿rnd

other prof'essions.

Iivcn though atr arc¿-l trial ctn have Alurn¡:i on rhe Llenclr ancJ aî the clot'cllse and i:rosecr.rfion tables,
Reed swears the çourts aren'l run by a secrel Nfirntl'o¡:cl þlafia.

Steve Fishn"tan -- a top crintin¿rl delènse attorncy, Munrfb¡ci grad ancltireless Mustang booster -- said
Reed rva.s scl reserved. she <f icln'r go lü spori¡ng L'\,enrs.

Af ter U-1V1, Reec{follorved }ter rrother's cereer pàtlì and tariglrt earl-v.qra<ies at Nioliclls Ëlementall,
ne¿rr Lrtlian Village.

She fr¡llowed her older trrother's l)love fì'onr t.eaching into law,school.

Reed later rryorhed rvith Neighbolhootl i.egal Se¡'rlces ancllauglìt iegal w'r'ìtìng. Slie also clorkecltrvo
years for Suprerne Corut.lust'ice (1. Àrfelrnen (Soapv) \Ä/ìlliu'ns -- aii experience that spark.s a falaway
look.

"What a great rïìúìIr," sho sard, ¿nct working with him w,as like getting paicl lbr an extraordinary
mentorship,

Going into practice, she \\¡as ofTrce-ïnatcs r.vìth Físhnran and othcr Mtrnrf'oict grads Elizatierh Jacobs
and f uture [/.S. District Juclgo Arthur Tarz:on,.

She maintnins a teacher's bearing anr! c.e¡Lrld pr-obably'hush a rir:t Lry ibiding her arm.s and peerilrg over
hcr glasses

lìeecl doesn't glamorize her lvork da1,s' ",tt,a¡l f nleei sorllrJone, I tell thern I rcpresent murderers.

ra¡rists ancl child ilìolesters."

lfowever. defencling clients cioesrt't mear: ìnvitingl thern to Sunclay dinner. "l'v'e hacl somc I tr:uly didn't
like as a persor¡. I'ur careful not to ler th¿lt irrl:erfere l,viÎh rn-v n\'ork "

Ancl she leûr,es the crillles al the offìcr. "I can't let therli kecp nre au.¿¡ke "

She said she fìghts strcss il,ith regrrlar exercise, science ficticur and nr),steries.

Oolleagues say that trials can take frightening tolls.
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Bì11 Winters, who preceded her as president of tJre lVayne County Crinrinal Defense Bar Association,
said he founcl hel ltl months ago in the attorneys' lounge on a sofa exhausted ¿nd bleeding fì:om the
nose in the midst of a serial rapist case.

"f was ready to call EMS," Winters said. "That's the pressurp and $tress people don't see."

Fishr¡an said Reed cares about her clients" "but ìt dclc.sn't ovoroontÐ hel profè.ssionalism."

She doesn't slrrink frcltn ernotions. said \ùrayne County Circuit Judge lJria¡r Sulljvan.

"Sometimes y<lu have to pouncl the table," he said. " But it's nCIt her only too[, and she knows when tcr

use it."

She hasn't shecl all her teachei'Ir:icks, thriugh.

l'eachers have to memorize and sort oul tr.r¡o or firee dozen stuclents' names and faces, so recalling 14
jurors' narnes is eas-v.

The memory is not infhllible. She has not recognizecì somo f'onner students who have shown up irr
jury pools or police unifìrrnrs.

One fbrmer stuclent wari excusecl frorn jury ciut_y after telling tireìudgc th¿f. ".Miss Reed \a.ould llevÊl
lie to me."

It's not harcl to work viowers into ¿r lather in the hìgh-octane ärena of cable crinre shows, especially

those that demonize suspecti; ¿urci clefendants. It's ¿ lr'ctrcl tlut clisturbs lìeecl.

'l'hose thleatening the F'lorida jurors who acquitted Casev Anthony are "the ones who hurt the
system.r'

Detloit, she said, is a goocl city going thlough a crucl and painful period

"So many children being shot, it's like people don't care or: it's beyoncl careless," she said.

"You just want to grab people anti ask, 'Wh-y so angry?' "
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