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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN POSITION 
By vote of the Representative Assembly on April 16, 2005 

 
MSILS Definitions should: 
 

(a) Incorporate the language proposed by the ADB defining knowledge. 
(b) Not incorporate a specific definition but rely upon Section 1.0 of the Proposed 

MRPC.  
 

Synopsis 
 
 The Supreme Court version incorporates a more general definition of “knowledge” as 
proposed by the ADB.  This definition is not consistent with the definition in the Proposed 
MRPC.   The MRPC definition governs a finding with respect to whether a MRPC was 
violated.  The definitions as to 'states of mind' in the Standards only kick in after a finding of 
misconduct and they serve a different purpose, to wit, sorting out the lawyer's intent for 
purposes of imposing a sanction.  Many states (approximately 30) use both the Standards and 
the MRPC without a clash in definitions.  Campbell maintains that “knowledge” should be 
consistently defined as “actual knowledge”.   
 

Supreme Court Version (also ADB Version) 
 

The Supreme Court version defines knowledge more generally as “the conscious 
awareness of the nature or attendant circumstances of the conduct but without the conscious 
objective or purpose to accomplish a particular result”. 
 
 The ADB supplied the following Commentary in support of their version: 
 



 

 
Campbell Version  

 
Donald Campbell recommends that “knowledge” be defined consistently as “actual 

knowledge” in the MRPC and the MSILS.  The Proposed MRPC 1.0 (Terminology) defines 
knowledge: 

 
 Campbell supplied the following Commentary in support of his version: 
 

 
 


