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General Information: Mexico

• No visa required to enter Mexico (for tourism, 
business and traffic) if the foreign national holds 
a valid U.S. visa.

• New forms: FMT and FME no longer exist, and 
were replaced by the FMM.

• New Documents: FM3 and FM2 no longer exist, 
and were replaced by the “No Inmigrante” (NI) 
and “Inmigrado” cards.



No Mexican Visa Required

• All foreign nationals (regardless of their 
nationality) may enter Mexico for tourism, 
business or in transit without obtaining a Mexican 
visa, provided they hold a U.S. visa  and a 
passport, which is valid for at least six months. 



New Forms

• FMM – Forma Migratory Multiple is required for every 
entry into Mexico (regardless of the point of entry, purpose 
of trip or length of stay)

• If entering by air: 
– The business visitor will be given the FMM form on the plane
– When landing in Mexico, the Mexican Immigration Officials 

will stamp the passport and the FMM form with the date and 
name of the port of entry in Mexico and put a portion of the 
FMM in the traveler’s passport

– The business visitor must keep the FMM form in his/her 
possession at all times during his/her stay in Mexico

– Fee for FMM is included in airline ticket price



New Forms

• If entering by land:
– The business visitor must stop at the Mexican 

Immigration office
– The business visitor must pay, obtain and complete an 

FMM form. Cost for FMM is approximately $21.00
– The Immigration Officer will stamp the person’s passport 

and FMM form with the date and name of the port of 
entry in Mexico put a portion of the FMM in the traveler’s 
passport

– The business visitor must keep the portion of the FMM 
form in his/her passport at all times during his/her stay in 
Mexico



New Forms

• When departing Mexico, the FMM must be 
returned to immigration officials when leaving 
Mexico (by air or land) to prove no overstaying 
and/or to avoid fines, OR

• FMM may be exchanged for a 
different/appropriate immigration document such 
as No Immigrante.



Forma Migratoria Múltiple (FMM)    
…front



Forma Migratoria Múltiple (FMM)    
…back
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NO INMIGRANTE 
(NI)

replaces
FM-3

To be obtained if 
staying in Mexico 

for more than 
180 consecutive 

days or working in 
Mexico.

New Documents
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“Exchange” Process

• If the foreign national (and family) is entering 
Mexico with the purpose to work, he/she needs to 
exchange the FMM at the National Immigration 
Institute (INM) for a “NO INMIGRANTE” visa 
within 30 days of his/her entry into Mexico.

• The processing time is approx. 4 WEEKS, during 
which the foreigner can NOT leave Mexico. 

• If foreign national leaves Mexico during the 
exchange process, the process must start over.



“Exchange” Process

• Generally, the following documents must be 
submitted to obtain NI:
– Passport and original FMM
– Application
– Letter from U.S. Company, if person will remain on 

U.S. payroll
– Letter from Mexican Company
– Evidence of domicile in Mexico
– Educational information



Exit and Re-Entry Permit

• Only applies when someone is converting FM3 to FMM.
• An Exit and Re-Entry Permit (“Permit”) is necessary 

when the visa is being processed at the INM, and the 
foreign individual needs to leave Mexico.

• The Permit must be requested 72 hrs before departure from 
Mexico.

• The Permit is generally valid for 60 days.
• The foreign national has 10 days after re-entry date to 

return the Permit in order for the visa process to continue. 



Possible Fines

• If the visa is not exchanged or renewed before the 
expiration date.

• Non-Compliance of requirements found during 
INM inspections and/or audits.

• Fines: $230-$3,850USD / up to 18 months 
imprisonment. 



Brazil: Business Visitor - Non-Technical

• Applicant must submit the following to the 
Brazilian Consulate in U.S.:
– Application
– Passport valid for at least 6 months
– One color passport photo
– If not a U.S. Citizen, must provide proof of status in 

U.S.
– Letter from U.S. Company describing purpose of visit 

(must state that no technical advice will be given)



Brazil: Business Visitor – Non-technical

– Invitation letter from company in Brazil
– Travel itinerary
– Copy of applicant’s drivers license

• Processing takes 12-14 business days.
• Each business visit can be no longer than 90 days.



Work Permit

• Basic process consists of the following:
– Brazilian company submits application on behalf of 

foreign national
– Application filed w/Brazilian Ministry of Labor
– Foreign national obtains visa at Brazilian Consulate
– Once foreign national arrives in Brazil, his/her arrival 

must be registered with the Federal Police
– Work permit typically valid for 2 years



Thank You

Linda Armstrong
313.983.7476
armstrong@butzel.com
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