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 1.  SBM President Thomas C. Rombach is sworn in by  
Michigan Supreme Court Chief Justice Robert P. Young Jr.

 2.  Chief Justice Young swears in SBM Vice President  
Lawrence P. Nolan, President-Elect Lori A. Buiteweg, 
Treasurer Donald G. Rockwell, and Secretary  
Jennifer M. Grieco

 3.  SBM Representative Assembly Chair Vanessa Peterson 
Williams presents Immediate Past Chair Kathleen M. Allen 
with a plaque commemorating her service

 4.  Members of the SBM Representative Assembly

 5.  SBM Immediate Past President Brian D. Einhorn,  
Roberts P. Hudson Award winner Francine Cullari,  
and President Rombach

 6.  Immediate Past President Einhorn, Roberts P. Hudson 
Award winner Carl E. Ver Beek, and President Rombach

 7.–8.  Annual Meeting attendees enjoy the Diversity Reception

 9.  Soultivity, an all-lawyer band, performs at the  
Diversity Reception

 10.  50-year honorees at the Golden Celebration
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By Samantha Meinke

Congratulations on 50 Years 
as State Bar of Michigan Members!

Billy R. Adams
Robert D. Andrews
Theodore S. Andris
John R. Axe
Robert B. Bailey
John I. Bain
Robert J. Battista
Norman D. Beauchamp
Frederick B. Bellamy
Anthony J. Bellanca
David F. Betz
Harold Beznos
Robert N. Binkow
Edward Biskup
Frederick W. Bleakley
Hon. William E. Bolle
John E. Bos
Hon. Calvin L. Bosman
Barry D. Boughton
William F. Braeuninger
William R. Bryant Jr.
Charles F. Burger
George W. Burnard
John F. Burns
James Booth Burr Jr.
Joel G. Bussell
Mary E. Crusoe Byrne
Frank Robert Cameron
Richard V. Campana
Donald T. Cantrell
Peter B. Capling

Garry Grant Carley
Dennis L. Carmichael
Henry C. Cashen II
Conrad J. Chapelle
Richard G. Chosid
Stewart A. Christian
Saul S. Chudnow
Joseph H. Clancy
Daniel M. Clark
Howard D. Cline Jr.
Joseph S. Cohen
Bruce C. Conybeare
John A. Cook
Charles Y. Cooper
Robert P. Cooper
James L. Copeland
Robert M. Crites
Robert W. Culver
Hon. John G. Cummings
Owen J. Cummings
Vito P. Cusenza
Earl W. Dalzell
Kenneth M. Davies
Marc G. Denkinger
Gilbert A. Donohue
John J. Dood
A. Frank Duke
William B. Dunn
Hon. Thomas J. Eggleston
Gary Eisenberg
Hon. J. Richard Ernst

Robert Z. Feldstein
Lloyd C. Fell
Hon. Charles M. Forster
Stuart R. Frankel
Karl R. Frankena
Howard M. Frankenberger
Paul B. Fried
William C. Fried
Morton Friedman
David O. Fuller Jr.
Alfred E. Gade
Aloysius F. Gazdecki
Sandor M. Gelman
John L. Giffels
Edward D. Gold
Sheldon W. Gordon
Bette Goulet
Nino E. Green
Alan G. Greenberg
Hon. George A. Greig
Lauren B. Grinage
Warren B. Grosvenor
Robert M. Grover
Newman T. Guthrie
Gaylord P. Haas Jr.
Noel B. Haberek
William P. Hampton
Ronald R. Hanlon
Jules Hanslovsky
Thomas G. Hardy
Robert H. Healy

William J. Heaphy
George B. Hefferan Jr.
J. Walker Henry
Jeremy J. Hickman
Frank B. Hill
Richard L. Hoffman
Robert L. Hoffman
Charles R. Hrdlicka
Richard G. Hutchins
Ira J. Jaffe
Thomas W. Jakuc
Dennis D. James
John M. Jereck
Frederick N. Johnson
Cordell R. Jones
Allyn D. Kantor
Terrence E. Keating
Keith D. Kennedy
Hon. John F. Kowalski
D. Michael Kratchman
Armand D. Kunz
Eugene W. Kuthy
Kenneth R. Lango
John S. Lascoe
Richard G. Leonard
William R. Leser
A. Bart Lewis
George R. Lewis
Perry W. Lewis
Terrence J. Lilly
Marvin S. Littky

Kenneth H. Lynn
Douglas J. Mackinder
John A. Macleod
Mark T. Mahlberg
Jonathan E. Maire
Michael V. Marston
Charles E. Martell
Charles E. McCallum
Thomas J. McDonald
Michael J. McGann
Hon. Gerald E. McNally
J. Michael Meade
Peter G. Mekas
Marie E. Miller
Charles J. Moceri
Benjamin F. Moore
Hon. Melinda Morris
Joseph F. Mullaney
P. Laurence Mulvihill
Robert E. Murphy
Dennis E. Murray Sr.
Allan Nachman
Hon. Allen J. Nelson
Paul A. Nida
Howard E. O’Leary Jr.
Dominic R. Ortisi
Bernard P. Paige
Edwin J. Panichas
Howard W. Patch
Frank S. Perkin Jr.
Dennis J. Pheney

Thomas G. Plunkett
Eugene K. Pool
Andrew P. Psihas
Charles D. Putnam
Charles H. Rawlings
Leroy M. Rebar
Kurt A. Reinstein
Ronald J. Reosti
John M. Rickel
James M. Rifkin
Thomas P. Rockwell
Luis F. Rodriguez
Richard B. Rogers
Richard A. Rossman
Edward A. Ryder
Carl F. Schier III
John A. Scott
T. Gordon Scupholm II
E. Dale Searcy
Roberta L. Selman
Matthew A. Seward
Arnold O. Shapero
Terrance P. Sheehan
Joel M. Shere
James L. Shonkwiler
Michael B. Small
Hurley D. Smith
Lawrence K. Snider
Jerome H. Solomon
Frank S. Spies
Ross F. Stancati

Hon. James R. Stelt
A. Robert Stevenson
Bernard H. Stollman
John R. Stump
C. Peter Theut
Lester J. Tooman
C. Thomas Toppin
James S. Treciak
Theodore J. Tucker
Hon. Walter A. Urick
Charles K. Veenstra
Robert G. Waddell
Donald S. Walker
Hon. Francis L. Walsh
Richard D. Weber
Arthur W. Whelan Jr.
Elmer E. White
James A. White
George L. Whitfield
Ralph O. Wilbur
Donald Patrick Williams
Patrick J. Wilson
Sheldon P. Winkelman
John W. Wolf Jr.
Philip F. Wood
Steve N. Yardley
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John E. McSorley and Thomas R. Behm 
were honored with 2014 Respected Ad
vocate awards at the State Bar of Mich
igan Awards Banquet September 17 in 
Grand Rapids. McSorley was chosen by 
the Michigan Association for Justice and 
Behm was chosen by the Michigan De
fense Trial Counsel.

The MDTC and MAJ present Respected 
Advocate awards each year to a mem
ber of the plaintiff’s bar and a defense 
practitioner, respectively, with a history of 
success in civil litigation matters, unfailing 
adherence to the highest standards of eth
ics and candor in dealing with the court 
and with counsel, and the respect and 

admiration of counsel on the opposing 
side. Both candidates are awarded in rec
ognition of their superb skills as courtroom 
adversaries whose civility and decorum 
distinguishes them as outstanding advo
cates on behalf of their clients.

Behm is an attorney with Gruel Mills Nims 
& Pylman PLLC in Grand Rapids who fo
cuses his practice on personal injury law, 
wrongful death, complex commercial liti
gation, medical malpractice, and automo
bile nofault law. He is the president of the 
Grand Rapids Bar Association, a council 
member of the SBM Negligence Law Sec
tion, and a board member of the Michigan 
Association for Justice.

McSorley is a shareholder at Garan Lucow 
Miller PC in Detroit who focuses his prac
tice on medical malpractice defense, casu
alty insurance defense, municipal defense, 
professional liability defense, and family 
law. He has served on the SBM Board of 
Commissioners, as a director of the Asso
ciation for Defense Trial Counsel, and as 
a member of the Detroit Bar Association 
Arbitration Committee. n

2014 Respected Advocate Awards

From left to right: Michigan Defense Trial Counsel Immediate Past President Raymond W. Morganti, 
Michigan Defense Trial Counsel Respected Advocate Thomas R. Behm, Michigan Association for 
Justice President Scott A. Goodwin, and Michigan Association for Justice Respected Advocate 
John E. McSorley.
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how you can

community service

access to justice

pro bono


