
 
MINUTES FOR THE 

COUNCIL OF THE PROBATE AND ESTATE PLANNING SECTION 
 

April 18, 2009 University Club 
10:00 a.m.    Lansing, Michigan 

 
I. Call to Order   

The meeting was called to order by Harold G. Schuitmaker, Acting Chair. 
 

II. Excused Absences  -  Josh Ard, George Gregory, Nancy Little, Amy Morrissey, 
Rebecca Schnelz 

 
III. Introduction of Guests 
 
IV.  Minutes of the Council Meeting of March 14, 2009 

A motion was made by Robin D. Ferriby to approve the minutes with support 
from Marilyn A. Lankfer, passed. 

 
V. Treasurer's Report B Mark K. Harder 

Mark K. Harder gave the Treasurer’s Report (See Attachment 1) 
 
VI. Chairperson's Report B Nancy L. Little – Harold Schuitmaker gave the 

Chairperson’s Report.  Mr. Schuitmaker reported on efforts by the Attorney  
General’s office to educate people about trust kits.  The Attorney General’s office 
is working with the Probate Council’s Unauthorized Practice of Law Committee 
on this issue. 
 
Also a part of Mr. Schuitmaker’s Report was an inquiry from the State Bar as to 
whether the Section will be looking for a dues increase.  Mr. Harder, the 
Treasurer, indicated that he is doing an analysis and will report at the June 
meeting on this issue.   

 
Also a part of the Chairperson’s Report is that Mr. Schuitmaker notified the 
Council that the Institute of Continuing Education had requested that the Section 
fund scholarships for attendees at the Solo and Small Firm Institute.  There was 
no motion to support this request and, therefore, no funds were authorized. 
 

    
VII. Report of Committee on Special Projects B Richard J. Siriani 

Rick Siriani, Chairperson of the Committee on Special Projects then gave his 
report.  Mr. Siriani reported that the Committee on Special Projects was 
recommending that Council approve amendments to the Uniform Principle and 
Income Act.  A motion by Mr. Siriani supported by Mark Harder passed with all 
eighteen Council persons present supporting the motion to support anticipated 
legislation which would amend the Uniform Principle and Income Act in Michigan. 



 
Mr. Siriani reported that the Committee on Special Projects was recommending that the 
Council endorse one or all of the House Bills that had been introduced which bills would 
allow for an individual to nominate a representative who could make funeral decisions 
for them.  These bills would modify MCL 700.3206.  (See Attachment #2) The motion 
was made to support two of the bills and not the third.  The motion was supported by 
Shaheen I. Imami.  That motion was then amended by motion of Mark Harder for the 
Council to support all three pieces of legislation, those being House Bill 4180, House Bill 
4505 and House Bill 4578. (See Attachment #3)That motion passed with 17 of the 18 
Council members present supporting the motion and one Council member present 
abstaining. 
 
This concluded the report from the Committee on Special Projects. 
 
VII. Standing Committee Reports 
 

A. Internal Governance 
 

1. Budget B George W. Gregory – no report 
 
2. Bylaws B Marilyn A. Lankfer 
 
3. Michael Irish Award B Brian V. Howe 
 
 
4. Long-Range Planning B Douglas G. Chalgian /  
  Lauren M. Underwood 
 
5. Nominations B Michael McClory 

 
6. Relations with the State Bar B Thomas F. Sweeney 

Tom Sweeney, as Chair of the Relations with State Bar Committee 
reported that there were several newspapers in the metro Detroit 
area which have agreed to consider carrying articles written by 
Section members.   

 
7. Annual Meeting B Harold Schuitmaker 
 

 
B. Education & Advocacy Services for Section Members 

 
1. Amicus Curiae B Ellen Sugrue Hyman 
 
2. Continuing Education & Annual Probate Institute B Douglas 

Chalgian 
 



3. Section Journal B Nancy L. Little 
 

4. State Bar Journal B Amy M. Morrissey – No report. 
 
5. Pamphlets B Ellen Sugrue Hyman 

 
6. Electronic Communication B Josh Ard 

 
 

C. Legislation and Lobbying 
 

1. Legislation B Harold G. Schuitmaker/John R. Dresser/George W. 
Gregory 

 
2. Power of Attorney Act – Daniel P. Marsh 

Mr. Daniel P. Marsh reported on activities of the Power of Attorney 
Committee.  Ms. Susan Allen with the Michigan Bankers 
Association also discussed the involvement of the MBA and steps 
that the MBA was considering taking in relation to this issue. 

 
3.       Michigan Trust Code B Mark K. Harder 

  Mr. Mark K. Harder reported that the Michigan Trust Code had        
passed the Senate unanimously and was awaiting action in the 
State House.   

  
 
D. Ethics, Professionalism and Standards 

 
1. Ethics B J. David Kerr 
 
2. Unauthorized Practice & Multidisciplinary Practice B Bob Taylor 

Mr. Bob Taylor reported on Unauthorized Practice of Law and again 
referenced the Attorney General’s interest in the issue of trust kits 
and reported that members of his Committee would be participating 
in conversations with the Attorney General regarding this issue.   

 
3. Specialization and Certification B James B. Steward 
 
4. Practice Management B Patricia Ouellette 

 
 

E. Administration of Justice 
 

1. Contested and Uncontested Probate Proceedings B Shaheen I. 
Imami / Douglas G. Chalgian 

 



 
2. Uniformity of Practice B Derek A. Walters 

 
 

F. Practice Issues, Related Areas & Liaisons 
 

1. Charitable Giving/Exempt Organizations B Robin D. Ferriby 
 Robin D. Ferriby asked for the Council to endorse Senate Bills 411 

and 412 which bills were comparable and nearly identical to prior 
bills endorsed by the Council.  The motion was made by Robin D. 
Ferriby to support these bills with support by Marilyn A. Lankfer.  All 
18 of the 18 Council members present supported that motion. (See 
Attachment #4) 

 
2. Transfer Tax B Thomas F. Sweeney 

Mr. Thomas F. Sweeney reported for the Transfer Tax Committee  
on the Status of the Federal, Estate and Gift Tax.  

 
3. Guardianships and Conservatorships B Constance Brigman 

 Ms. Constance Brigman reported on the Guardianship Committee 
as to the progress of the Uniform Guardianship and Protective 
Proceeding Jurisdiction Act.  She indicated that the Committee had 
been working on revisions to the proposed act and that she hoped 
to have a final proposed bill for endorsement at the next Council 
meeting.  

 
4. Business Law/Liaison to Business Section B John R. Dresser 

 
5. Elder Law/Liaison to Elder Law Section B  Amy R. Tripp 

 
6. Family Law/Family Law Section Liaison B Patricia M. Ouellette 
 
7. Real Property Law/Real Property Section Liaison – Daniel P. Marsh 

 
8. State Bar Section to Section Action Team Liaison – Robert Tiplady 
 
9. Tax and Tax Section Liaison – Lorraine F. New 

 
10. State Bar Liaison B Richard J. Siriani 
 
11. Court Rules and Forms Committee Liaison B Marlaine C. Teahan 

 
12. Trust Institutions and Liaison with Michigan Bankers Association B 

Susan Allen, Chair 
 
 



 
 
13. Michigan Probate Judges Association Liaison B Hon. Phillip Harter / 

Hon. Kathryn A. George / Hon Darlene A. O’Brien 
Judge Kathryn George of Macomb County Probate Court reported 
on work that was being done with respect to the Mental Health 
Code and specifically changes that were being proposed by the 
Michigan Probate Judges Association.   

 
 14. Law School Liaison – Josh Ard 
 
 
X. Other Business  

Statute of Repose Committee - Discussion occurred relating to a Statute of 
Repose currently before the legislature and asking that the legislation be 
modified to include protection for attorneys.  Motion by Robin D. Ferriby and 
supported by Shaheen I. Imami was passed with all 18 Council members present 
supporting the motion.   

 
XI. Hot Topics 
 
XII. Adjournment – The Council meeting was concluded at approximately 11:40 a.m. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
        Douglas G. Chalgian 

 
 






































































































