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Thomas M. Cooley Law School 


In-House Clinic Information 


 


Lansing 
 
Sixty Plus Clinic  
The Sixty Plus, Inc., Elderlaw Clinic provides general civil legal services to persons 60 
years of age or older primarily in Ingham, Eaton or Clinton county. There are no income 
guidelines, although priority is given to people in the greatest social and economic need 
and those with public benefit problems.  Students represent clients under Michigan Court 
Rule 8.120. For further information, go to http://www.cooley.edu/60plus/index.html or 
contact Professor Kimberly O’Leary at olearyk@cooley.edu 
 
Innocence Project 
Operating under the DNA Statutory criteria, the Innocence Project's dual mission is to 
identify, provide legal assistance to, and secure the release of persons who are wrongfully 
imprisoned for crimes they did not commit and to provide its students with an excellent 
learning experience.  Students work directly with faculty.  For further information, go to 
http://www.cooley.edu/clinics/innocence.htm or contact Professor Marla Mitchell-Cichon at 
mitchelm@cooley.edu 
 
Washtenaw County Public Defender Clinic 
The Washtenaw County Public Defender Clinic is a partnership between Cooley and the 
Washtenaw County Public Defender’s Office.  Students work with indigent clients who 
are accused of committing a crime and are allowed to practice law under Michigan Court 
Rule 8.120. For further information, go to 
http://www.cooley.edu/clinics/washtenawpublicdefender.htm or contact Professor Terry 
Cavanaugh at cavanaut@cooley.edu 
 
Estate Planning Clinic 
The Estate Planning Clinic provides estate planning services for small estates of persons 
60 years of age or older primarily in Ingham, Eaton or Clinton county. There are no 
income guidelines.  Students represent clients under Michigan Court Rule 8.120.  For 
further information, go to http://www.cooley.edu/clinics/estateplanning.htm or contact 
Professor Gary Bauer at bauerg@cooley.edu  
 


Grand Rapids 
 


Access to Justice Clinic 
Students provide general, civil legal services to clients referred by the Legal Assistance 
Center at the Kent County Courthouse. Most clients have family law issues; however, 
clients may also have property issues, consumer law issues, or a variety of other civil 
legal issues.  Students perform legal representation pursuant to Michigan Court Rule 
8.120.  For further information, contact Professor Cindy Faulkner at 
faulknec@cooley.edu 
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Public Sector Law Project 
The clinic is currently partnered with Kent County, Michigan.  Students provide civil 
legal services of a transactional, advisory, legislative or systemic nature to government 
clients in management or elected office.  For further information, contact Professor 
Sherry Batzer at batzers@cooley.edu 
 
Kent County Public Defender Clinic  
The Kent County Public Defender Clinic is a partnership between Cooley and the Kent 
County Public Defender’s Office.  The students work with indigent clients who are 
accused of committing a crime.  Students who participate in the clinic are allowed to 
practice law under the Michigan Court Rule 8.120.  For further information, contact 
Professor Tracey Brame at bramet@cooley.edu 
 
Auburn Hills 
 
Family Law Assistance Project 
The Family Law Assistance Project (FLAP) is a partnership between Cooley, the 
Oakland County Bar Association, and Lakeshore Legal Aid. Students in the clinic work 
with FLAPs staff attorneys representing low-income people in family law and domestic 
violence matters in Oakland County Circuit Court under Michigan Court Rule 8.120. For 
further information, go to http://www.cooley.edu/clinics/flap.html or contact Professor 
Ashley Lowe at lowea@cooley.edu  
 
Estate Planning Clinic 
The Estate Planning Clinic (EPC) is a partnership between Cooley and Lakeshore Legal 
Aid.  Students in the clinic work with staff attorneys representing clients from Oakland 
County age 60 and over. There are no income guidelines.  For single persons, estate value 
must not exceed $150,000, not including a primary residence. For married persons, 
combined estate value must not exceed $250,000, not including a primary residence. 
For further information, go to http://www.cooley.edu/clinics/estateplanning.htm or contact 
Professor Dustin Foster at fosterd@cooley.edu  
 


All Campuses 
 
Externships 
Externships are learning opportunities for students in a selected legal environment 
outside of the law school. Students work with lawyers and judges agreeing to provide a 
mentored learning environment.  For more information, go to 
http://www.cooley.edu/clinics/fieldsupervisor.htm or contact Director of Externships, 
Marianne Flinn at flinnm@cooley.edu  
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Cooley Law School Pro Bono Programs: 2010-11 


For additional information on all these programs please go to 
http://www.cooley.edu/ethics/programs 


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  


All Campuses 
Thomas Cooley's Service to Soldiers program offers free legal assistance to Michigan 
military personnel who are deploying to, are serving in, or have recently returned from 
deployment and are experiencing civilian legal concerns. This program is offered state-
wide to service members of E5 rank or below, and works cooperatively with other 
veteran and military assistance programs throughout Michigan.  For more information 
please contact Heather Spielmaker at spielmah@cooley.edu. 
 


Lansing 
 
Advent House Ministries offers a weekend day shelter for the homeless that also 
provides Food Stamp assistance, employment counseling and assistance, transitional 
housing, a literacy program, and social security disability and SSI application assistance. 
Students supervised by lawyers provide general legal advice and referrals, and help with 
letter writing and forms preparation for the indigent in Lansing. For more information 
contact Professor Nancy Wonch at wonchn@cooley.edu.  
 
Cristo Rey Community Center: Cooley Professor Chris Trudeau provides assistance to 
Lansing residents seeking help through the Cristo Rey Community Center, and 
appreciates help from Cooley students. For more information contact Professor Chris 
Trudeau at trudeauc@cooley.edu.  
 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA): This program offers Cooley students tax 
filing experience while helping low-income families file for much-needed refunds.  For 
more information contact Professor Dan Sheaffer at sheaffed@cooley.edu.   
 
Project Homeless Connect and Stand Down events occur annually to assist the 
homeless and veterans. Cooley Professor Nancy Wonch recruits students to assist 
participants with legal issues. For more information, contact Professor Nancy Wonch at 
wonchn@cooley.edu.   
 
The Homeless Assistance and Prevention Project (HAPP) is conducted at the Open 
Door Ministry of Downtown Lansing.  Legal advocacy services include providing basic 
legal advice, letter writing, and referrals to other community and social services 
resources.  Law students benefit greatly from this volunteer opportunity as they are able 
to apply the knowledge, skills, and ethics they learn in the classroom to real life situations 
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and serve those who are traditionally under-served.  Contact Assistant Dean Cynthia 
Ward at wardc@cooley.edu for additional information. 


Grand Rapids 
 
Stand Down: Faculty and Grand Rapids area attorneys, accompanied by Cooley 
students, offer pro bono legal services at Stand Down, an event open to West Michigan 
veterans. Contact Karen Rowlader at rowladek@cooley.edu for additional information. 
 
Dégagé Ministries: This soup kitchen serving the homeless population provides 
counseling and interviewing opportunities for students. The legal assistance and 
counseling program is offered under the supervision of faculty to patrons of Dégagé the 
first, third, and fourth week of each month. Contact Karen Rowlader at 
rowladek@cooley.edu for additional information. 
 
Ferguson Apartments is a nonprofit Dwelling Place site serving formerly homeless and 
disabled.  Legal services are offered to Ferguson residents two days each month by 
Professor Sherry Batzer. Two students are encouraged to accompany and assist her each 
time she goes. Students can also help offsite, as the case load warrants.  Contact Karen 
Rowlader at rowladek@cooley.edu for additional information. 
 
The West Michigan Hispanic Chamber of Commerce serves the self-employed. Grand 
Rapids faculty assist at the Chamber on an “as needed” basis.  Bilingual students are 
usually sought for the Chamber opportunities.  Contact Karen Rowlader at 
rowladek@cooley.edu for additional information. 
 
Mel Trotter Ministries:. This Christian mission is West Michigan’s largest homeless 
mission and is located next door to Cooley’s campus. It offers a residential substance 
abuse program, and programs for women-and-children and occupational training, a soup 
kitchen, and other services. Cooley’s Center for Ethics, Service, and Professionalism and 
the Cooley Volunteer Corps offer free legal services to the mission, coordinating 
schedules for Cooley students who volunteer to support the work of the Christian 
Lawyers Association, and Cooley faculty members who donate their time to offer free 
legal service.  Contact Karen Rowlader at rowladek@cooley.edu for additional 
information. 
 
Kent County Legal Assistance Center: Cooley’s partnership with the Grand Rapids Bar 
Association and Kent County to operate the Legal Assistance Center has helped over 
50,000 unrepresented persons obtain legal forms and information to navigate the courts. 
Over one thousand patrons visit the Kent County Courthouse-based Center every month, 
where they are served by a Cooley staff attorney and students, other volunteers, and a 
full-time paralegal staff. Spanish-speaking staff is available. The Center also assists with 
family law matters, landlord-tenant matters, expunging criminal convictions, consumer 
disputes, and a host of other legal matters.  Contact Kaleena Kowalkowski at 
kowalkok@cooley.edu for additional information. 
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Pro Bono Consumer Bankruptcy Program: This partnership between the Grand 
Rapids campus of Thomas M. Cooley Law School, Legal Aid of Western Michigan, the 
Grand Rapids Bar Association, and several area attorneys, offers a program to assist older 
adults and the disabled who fall below 150% of the poverty level.  Screenings are done at 
Legal Aid and qualified clients are matched with an area bankruptcy attorney and a 
Cooley student.  Trained students gather information, complete paperwork to file the 
petition, and participate at the creditor’s meeting. Contact Karen Rowlader at 
rowladek@cooley.edu for additional information. 
 
Prisoner Civil Rights Training: Each spring Cooley offers training to Michigan 
attorneys interested in taking USC § 1983 Prisoner Civil Right cases.  Interested students 
who have successfully completed Research and Writing are also trained in managing the 
pro bono representation of a prisoner in a civil-rights case. As cases are assigned by the 
United States District Court for the Western District of Michigan, Cooley students are 
matched with attorneys that request student assistance. Contact Karen Rowlader at 
rowladek@cooley.edu for additional information. 
 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) Community Education Project:  Students, 
under the supervision of Professor David Tarrien, study case law, prepare resource 
materials, and present to area parent groups and educational organizations to help educate 
parents and guardians of school age children with documented disabilities on their legal 
rights at IEP meetings, and to give counsel as to how parents can advocate successfully 
for their child. Contact Karen Rowlader at rowladek@cooley.edu for additional 
information. 
 
Wills and POA Program: Area seniors and individuals falling below 150% of the 
poverty level receive assistance with wills and financial and medical powers of attorney 
and view educational presentations on estate planning and workshops. Contact Karen 
Rowlader at rowladek@cooley.edu for additional information.    


Auburn Hills 


Detroit Metropolitan Bar Association /Cooley Pro Bono Mentorship Program:  
Through this partnership, the DMBA receives cases from local legal aid programs in the 
Detroit Metropolitan area and secures an attorney who will represent the client pro bono. 
Cooley students assist the pro bono attorney with the case from start to finish. Typical 
cases include landlord-tenant, consumer law, expungements, family law, and probate.  
Contact Dionnie Wynter at wynterd@cooley.edu for additional information. 


Land Conservancies: Professor Gerald Fisher provides counseling on negotiating, 
drafting, and enforcing conservation easements, and on presenting and approving 
millages to purchase land for conservation; Professor Frank Aiello oversees efforts to 
revise the model form of Conservation Easement used by land conservancies in 
Michigan. Each semester, one or two Cooley students assist Professor Aiello with each 
transaction. Contact Professor at Frank Aiello at aiellof@cooley.edu for additional 
information. 
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Help with Real Estate Issues: The “Ten Commandments of Real Estate Law Society” 
student organization at Cooley Law School (10CORE™ Law Society) is committed to 
educating the public about real estate issues. The 10CORE™ Law Society operates 
through three committees—scholarship, educational outreach, and computer donations—
and provides people or organizations with basic information, fundamental tools, and legal 
protocols regarding real estate issues so they can, for example, avoid scams or 
foreclosures or be made aware of new laws or mandatory steps to successfully complete 
housing developments (for non-profit developers). Contact Professor Florise Neville-
Ewell at nevillef@cooley.edu for additional information. 


Senior Pro Bono Outreach: Volunteer faculty local attorneys and students meet 
individually with seniors at various locations, where they provide counseling, legal 
advise and referrals to individuals 60 or older at various community centers or other 
living facilities.  Contact Professor Ashley Lowe at lowea@cooley.edu, or Professor 
Dustin Foster at fosterd@cooley.edu for additional information. 


Legal Aid and Defender Association (LADA) Expungement Clinic: Eligible 
Southeast Michigan residents receive help expunging offenses that carry less than a life 
imprisonment sentence from their criminal records. LADA estimates that over 3,700 
residents qualify for the expungement program. Contact Professor Kevin Scott at 
scottk@cooley.edu for additional information. 


Volunteer Income Tax Assistance: Students work with Cooley faculty members to 
provide income tax assistance to low-income citizens. Contact Professor Dan Matthews 
at matthewd@cooley.edu for additional information. 


Immigration Law Outreach: Through a partnership with Catholic Social Services of 
Oakland County – Hispanic Outreach Ministries and Cooley’s Center for Ethics, Service, 
and Professionalism, pro bono attorneys from the community and students teach and 
prepare qualified individuals for the naturalization process (from lawful permanent 
resident to United States Citizens) and help immigrants complete documentation. Contact 
Dionnie Wynter at wynterd@cooley.edu for additional information. 


Bankruptcy Education Outreach: This partnership between the United States 
Bankruptcy Court -Eastern District of Michigan, the Federal Bar Association – Eastern 
District Chapter, the Pro Se Law Clerk’s Office – Eastern District, and Cooley Law 
School, brings a legal education program, conducted by students, to pro se litigants—
those who are representing themselves—in bankruptcy court. Contact Professor Frank 
Aiello at aiellof@cooley.edu or Assistant Dean Lauren Rousseau at 
rousseal@cooley.edu for more information. 


Michigan Unemployment Insurance Agency Partnership:  Cooley’s Career and 
Professional Development Office and the Center for Ethics, Service, and Professionalism 
collaborate with the Michigan Unemployment Insurance Agency (MIUI) to allow law 
students, under the supervision of MIUI attorneys, to help represent individuals who have 
been denied unemployment benefits at their administrative hearings.  Contact Professor 



mailto:nevillef@cooley.edu

mailto:lowea@cooley.edu

mailto:fosterd@cooley.edu

mailto:scottk@cooley.edu

mailto:matthewd@cooley.edu

mailto:wynterd@cooley.edu

mailto:aiellof@cooley.edu

mailto:rousseal@cooley.edu





Ashley Lowe at lowea@cooley.edu, Center Assistant Director Dionnie Wynter at 
wynterd@cooley.edu, or CPD Coordinator Alana Glass at glassa@cooley.edu for more 
information. 


Ann Arbor 


Detroit Metropolitan Bar Association /Cooley Pro Bono Mentorship Program:  
Through this partnership, the DMBA receives cases from local legal aid programs in the 
Detroit Metropolitan area and secures an attorney who will represent the client pro bono. 
Cooley students assist the pro bono attorney with the case from start to finish. Typical 
cases include landlord-tenant, consumer law, expungements, family law, and probate. 
Contact Dionnie Wynter at wynterd@cooley.edu for additional information. 


Washtenaw County Bar Association Road Show: Cooley students team up with 
volunteer lawyers from the Washtenaw County Bar Association as they “go on the road” 
to offer legal assistance to indigent citizens who need legal help.  Contact Assistant Dean 
Martha Moore at moorem@cooley.edu for more information. 


Safe House: Cooley works with Safe House, a local domestic violence shelter, to place 
volunteer students in the circuit court personal protection order (PPO) office to assist 
indigent residents with PPOs.  Contact Assistant Dean Martha Moore at 
moorem@cooley.edu for more information. 
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Michigan State University College of Law Legal Clinic 


 


Michigan State University College of Law’s Legal Clinic offers seven prominent clinical 
programs to assist low-income Michigan residents who are underserved by the legal system, and 
to provide its law students with directed, hands-on training in matters designed to make them 
superb, ethical lawyers with a commitment to public service. 


Housing Law Clinic 


Formerly known as the Rental Housing Clinic, the Housing Law Clinic reflects the Legal 
Clinics’ commitment to assist clients with an expanded variety of issues affecting them, 
including foreclosure protection, housing discrimination, fair housing laws, homeownership, 
policy issues affecting Michigan tenants and consumers relative to their housing needs, 
landlord/tenant matters, and national housing issues.  Student clinicians litigate housing-type 
cases, advocate on behalf of their clients in a variety of contexts, and research and write about 
housing issues. 


Immigration Law Clinic 


In place since Fall 2010, the Immigration Law Clinic focuses on direct representation of 
individual clients and families in matters such as immigration status and documentation, criminal 
and family law, and human trafficking.  This Clinic takes on a diverse range of cases, with 
attention to pedagogical concerns, community need, and impact.  Student clinicians represent 
clients in administrative proceedings, Immigration Court, and federal and state courts; some 
students may work in appellate and amici capacities, while others may engage in regulatory and 
legislative reform efforts.  The Clinic exposes students to the broad reach of immigration law 
into a vast array of legal systems and social institutions.  As students clinicians develop expertise 
with the various systems with which their clients interact, they also undertake critique and 
reform of these systems.    


Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic 


The Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic, which recently celebrated its ten-year anniversary, assists 
low-income taxpayers (defined as those whose income does not exceed 250% of federal poverty 
guidelines) with resolution of their federal, state, and local tax controversies; in addition, it 
instructs English-as-a-second-language taxpayers about their rights and responsibilities under the 
Internal Revenue Code.  In their work in the Tax Clinic, student clinicians handle the client’s 
case from inception to end, addressing diverse issues such as collection matters, installment 
agreements, offers in compromise, change notices, liens and levies, eligibility for deductions and 
credits, and the availability of innocent spouse relief.  Clinicians receive special orders to 
practice before the Internal Revenue Service, and represent clients in cases before the United 







States Tax Court, the United States District Court, the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, the 
Michigan Tax Tribunal, and the Michigan Court of Appeals.    


First Amendment Law Clinic 


New in Spring 2011, the First Amendment Law Clinic reflects an expansion of an externship 
program that MSU Law students have participated in for many years.  This Clinic, a 
collaboration between MSU Law and Michigan State University’s School of Journalism, has 
several foci.  Student clinicians receive intensive instruction about First Amendment Law in the 
media context and, in turn, teach what they have learned to high school journalism students 
throughout Michigan.  The law students also consult with these students about First Amendment 
problems affecting their journalism programs, prepare memoranda concerning these issues, and 
take whatever steps are necessary – including administrative presentations and appeals and 
litigation – to ensure that the issues are properly resolved.   


Civil Rights Clinic 


The Legal Clinic’s newest offering – the Civil Rights Clinic – will begin its work in Fall 2011.  
This program, begun at the request of the Judges of the United States District Court, WD, 
Michigan, at the outset primarily is designed to assist prisoners incarcerated in Michigan with 
litigation of their § 1983 claims in federal district court.  These prisoners do not have the right to 
counsel in these proceedings, and therefore would be forced to proceed pro se without the 
Clinic’s representation.  Student clinicians who either are part of the Law College’s Geoffrey 
Fieger Trial Practice Institute or who have amassed credits in advanced practice and procedure 
will represent selected litigants at all stages of their District Court proceedings under the 
supervision of a highly-experienced Director.  Eventually, the Clinic will expand to represent 
clients in an array of civil rights matters.   


Chance at Childhood Certificate Program 


A collaborative arrangement between Michigan State University College of Law and Michigan 
State University’s School of Social Work, the Chance at Childhood program pairs law students 
with social work master’s degree candidates to address the needs of children in the judicial 
system from different perspectives.  Student clinicians analyze requests for changes in child 
custody and write reports for the presiding judges; in addition, they work with parents and 
children in the supervised visitation setting to ensure that children renew and retain a healthy 
parental relationship. 


Small Business/Nonprofit Clinic 


The Small Business/Nonprofit Clinic features the delivery of transactional law services to both 
new and established Michigan entrepreneurs.  The nonprofit component of this program assists 
Michigan nonprofit organizations with all manner of legal issues affecting them.  Student 







clinicians analyze the legal needs of their clients, counsel them about those needs, and draft all 
required documentation, such as articles of incorporation, bylaws, operating agreements, 
personnel-related documents, and commercial leases.  As is the case with all of the Legal 
Clinic’s programs, students in the SBNP clinic engage in community outreaches designed to 
educate others about a variety of timely legal topics. 
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UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT MERCY SCHOOL OF LAW CLINICAL PROGRAM 
 
 
The Clinical Program at the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law (UDM)  was one of the 
earlier clinical law programs in the U.S.  The first UDM clinic (the Urban Law Clinic) began in 
1965.  Students represented defendants during the 1967 riots and later received an award for their 
work.   In 1971 the Free Press commented on the law students at UDM shaking things up.  In 
2003, the Clinic initiated the first Mobile Law School Office (RV) program in the country and in 
2006 the Clinical Program received the ABA- Law Student Division award for its public interest 
work.  In 2011-12 the UDM Clinical Program will become required for every student at UDM 
Law.  Students will each be required to do an in-house clinic prior to their graduation.   
 
Most of the Clinics listed below are located at UDM Law School, 651 E. Jefferson, Detroit, 
Michigan 48226. 
 
The present UDM Law Clinics include: 
   


1) The Veteran’s Clinic-  
 
The Veterans Clinic assists many veterans with disability claims.  UDM students work with 
veterans and develop case files for subsequent hearings.  The students do this in part by going 
out with a Mobile Law Office (a converted RV) to interview veterans at different centers and 
events, including large veteran gatherings.  Students also conduct presentations and advise 
veterans about disability law and how to initially file a claim.  The Veterans Clinic travels 
throughout Michigan to meet with and help veterans, including going to the Upper Peninsula. 
This program is supported by the Michigan State Department of Human Services. The Clinic 
also conducts an independent program where students and some faculty visit select sites outside 
of Michigan.   
 
Once a case is undertaken, the students write briefs and advocate at hearings on behalf of the 
veteran.   Since its inception in 2007, the Clinic has recovered hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in benefits.       
 
The Veterans Clinic utilizes two (2) Mobile Law Offices (converted RV’s)  to go out with 
students to especially meet with the veterans in Michigan.  The program is quite successful and 
recently the ABA-Young Lawyers Division selected UDM’s Veterans Clinic to partner with its 
members during the coming year.  UDM will train the Young Lawyers Division attorneys, 
through educational webinars, to handle pro bono disability cases.  The Veterans Clinic is 
already conducting webinars for other potential pro bono attorneys, who assist veterans with 
their claims.  This group includes hundreds of Michigan attorneys who have received either live 
training or training through webinars.   
 
More recently, the clinic has been working with the Ingham County District Court 54-B in 
developing a Veterans Treatment Court.  The program is designed to assist veterans in dealing 
with cases before the District court.   A similar program is being considered by the 36th District 
Court in Detroit and the Veterans Clinic will look to help in developing that program as well. 
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2) The Veterans Appellate Clinic 
 


The Veterans Appellate Clinic concentrates on appeals to the highest Veterans Court, the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims (CAVC).   Students work with case files, just as they do in 
the initial Veterans Clinic.  However, students also prepare extensive appellate briefs to argue the 
legal issues.  The Appellate Clinic is similar to veteran clinics that exist at other law schools.  It 
provides UDM law students the opportunity to become familiar with Veterans disability law, 
administrative law and appellate practice.   The Clinic is team taught by Professor Tammy 
Kudialis and Professor Robert Walsh.  In the Fall of 2011, the Court of Appeals Veterans Court 
will come to Detroit from Washington to conduct hearings at the UDM School of Law. 
 
 


3) The Consumer Defense Clinic 
 
 The lead Professor for the Consumer Clinic has been Ian Lyngklip, a nationally known 
consumer lawyer.   Professor Lyngklip also recently headed up the National Association of 
Consumer Advocates.   
 
The Clinic itself is a timely one.  Debtors are sometimes pursued by collection attorneys for 
monies that appear to be more than what is owed.  There are even questions about actions being 
brought after a statute of limitations may have run.  Moreover, much of the consumer debt is 
bundled and assigned in a manner similar to the mortgage debt that was bundled prior to the 
2008 downturn.   
 
The students represent clients in the 29th District Court in Wayne and the 43rd District Court in 
Madison Heights on consumer claims.  They file motions and go to trial on specific issues for the 
clients.  To date, the students have been successful in about 70% of their cases.   An expansion of 
the Clinic is being contemplated to bring similar advocacy for defendants to other District 
Courts.  
 


4) The Mortgage Foreclosure Clinic-- 
 
As the name implies, Mortgage Clinic students typically represent individuals who face losing 
their homes due to mortgage foreclosures.  The Clinic also represents homeowners in land 
contract forfeitures and tax foreclosure proceedings that have novel legal issues.  Students also 
address issues pertaining to mortgage fraud.  Specific examples of cases the Clinic may handle 
include: 
 


a) Predatory Lending where lenders and mortgage brokers induce homeowners 
to refinance existing home mortgages through misrepresentation and coercion.  
The loans are of little benefit to the consumer, characterized by very high 
costs and interest rates; 


b) Loan servicing where loan servicers fail to properly credit payments and 
improperly assess charges, fees or costs, resulting in improper foreclosure; 


c) Loan Modification where loan servicers agree to participate in a Home 
Affordable Modification.  However, the lenders later refuse to enter into a 
permanent modification after borrowers have met all required criteria; 
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d) Tax escrow, where lenders fail to pay property tax payments causing a 
property tax foreclosure. 


 
The students are assigned up to 3 active cases per student each semester depending on the case 
complexity and the work required.  They investigate the claims and put together information that 
will support a potential challenge.  The students also do counseling with programs such as one 
that recently occurred at Cobo Hall for mortgagors.  Students and faculty also make 
presentations to other groups on mortgage issues that may arise.   
 
 


5) The Immigration Clinic-   
 
Professor Koelsch, who directs the Immigration Clinic, recently received the Professor of the 
Year award from the National Association of Immigration Attorneys.  The Immigration Clinic 
itself is located at 111 E. Kirby in the International Institute (near Wayne State).  This setting 
allows students an immersion in immigration issues. 
 
Students in the Clinic deal with a broad range of issues, including visa applications, citizenship 
work, residence questions, domestic/immigration issues, “Padilla” related issues and asylum 
cases where persons are persecuted in their homeland but have applied for asylum to remain in 
the U.S.  Through the years students in the Clinic have represented clients from Cameroon, 
Rwanda, Uzbekistan, Congo, Albania, Mexico, etc.  Although wining in Immigration Court is 
not easy, the Clinic has had a high rate of success while helping persons in dire need.  Students 
interview clients and develop cases in both the Detroit and Chicago Immigration courts and file 
appellate briefs on behalf of other clients.  The experience in the Immigration Clinic develops 
multiple skills that can be translated well into other areas of the law. 
  
 


6) Criminal Trial Clinic-  
 


Students work in a Criminal Misdemeanor Clinic where they are on their feet every week before 
a Judge in a Michigan District court.  The students’ interview clients, negotiate pleas, make and 
argue motions and conduct trials on behalf of criminal defendants.  In doing so, they become 
familiar with the ins and outs of local criminal court procedure and rules.  Of all the clinics, this 
is the one most active in terms of day-to-day appearances.  The court hours depend upon which 
court the students will be appearing in.  A student  needs to be available to go to court on either 
Monday afternoons, Wednesday mornings or Wednesday afternoons.  They presently appear in  
32-A District court in Harper Woods, the 38th  District Court in Eastpointe, the 52nd  District 
Court in Troy and the 35th  District Court in Plymouth. 
 
The Criminal Trial Clinic is co-taught by Professor Michael Morgan, Professor Richard 
Krisciunas and Professor Gilbert Donohue, for a total of 111 years of combined experience in 
criminal law practice and teaching in Michigan.   
 
 


7) SADO Criminal Appellate Clinic. 
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The SADO Criminal Appellate Clinic at UDM is headed by Desiree Ferguson of SADO.  The 
hybrid Clinic has an excellent record over the past few years.  Normally, a criminal appeal 
receives a remand in only 1 of 10 cases or less.  The UDM students have been obtaining remands 
at a rate of about 1 in 6.   Normally, there is no reversal of criminal judgments on appeal.  Yet, 
UDM students have been obtaining reversals at a surprising rate.       
 
Initially, the UDM students identify and develop relevant issues for an appeal.  They draft  a 
brief that is designed to be persuasive and accurate.  And then redraft it many times over.  The 
writing experience clearly helps students develop advanced writing skills.   
 
Students also meet with their clients in prison and draft the appellate briefs to either the 
Michigan Court of Appeals or the Supreme Court of Michigan.  Students argue their case before 
a select panel of attorneys in preparation, but they may in the future be able to argue their case 
before the Michigan Court of Appeals.  This new opportunity arises from recent changes in the 
Michigan Court Rules.   The Criminal Appellate Clinic represents a significant learning 
experience for students in developing effective appellate advocacy. 
 
 


8) The Mediation Training Class and Mediation Clinic-  
 
Recognizing the importance of ADR going forward, especially Mediation, UDM has developed a 
Mediation Clinic in two phases.  In the first phase students do a version of the Mediation 40-hour 
training together with additional academic materials.  These Trainings are taught by Barbara 
Johannessen in a day course and by Wayne County Mediation through Emily Corwin and Susan 
Butterwick in an evening course.  The trainings allow students to develop initial negotiation and 
mediation skills through exciting experiential learning.     
 
The second phase is the Mediation Clinic itself.  The Clinic allows students to do numerous solo 
mediations in a Michigan District Court or with the Wayne Mediation Center.  Each student 
conducts 10-15  mediations a semester.  In the classroom, students learn various advanced 
theories about ADR and learn numerous techniques for conducting successful mediations.  One 
great benefit in doing the Mediation Clinic is further developing negotiation skills.  The 
Mediation Clinic is taught in the Fall by Professor Martin Reisig, a well-known mediator in 
Michigan and is taught in the Spring by the Wayne County Mediation Center through Professor 
Emily Corwin and now through its Director, Bern Dempsey.  
 
The future of law practice will be mediation, rather than litigation.  So, this Clinic is appropriate 
for law students to prepare for the future of the law.   
 
 


9) The Urban Law Clinic-  
 


As previously mentioned, the overall clinical program at UDM began in 1965 with the Urban 
Law Clinic.  Over the past seven years students in the Urban Law Clinic have represented 
vulnerable senior clients in various cases, including social security disability cases.  Students 
have recovered hundreds of thousands of dollars in benefits for vulnerable seniors.  Litigation 
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skills are garnered by students through interviewing clients, developing case facts and legal 
theories, writing briefs, conducting hearings and assisting clients in understanding the process. 
 
Students also handle some consumer cases, predatory lending cases, and drafting of wills and  
other end of life documents.  They also go out to the Oakland County Law Library, as part of a 
program with the Oakland County Bar Foundation, to interview and counsel potential clients.  In 
addition, students do presentations for various groups on issues facing seniors, including 
financial rip-offs and consumer scams.  Students also go out on the MLO and meet with clients 
at various other centers throughout the Detroit area.   
 
 In the Fall of 2011 UDM will be initiating two additional clinics. These include: 
 


10)  The Youth Justice Clinic- 
 


The Youth Justice Clinic will provide students with an opportunity to represent indigent youth in 
juvenile courts in the Detroit area.  The Clinic will predominantly be a litigation clinic and its   
mission will be to provide client-centered representation to youth in all aspects of delinquency 
proceedings from preliminary inquiry to disposition.  This Clinic will allow students to learn 
how to practice ethically, think independently, synthesize facts and legal principles and plan 
litigation strategies.   Students will appear in court regularly for preliminary inquiries, pre-trial 
conferences and various hearings.  In addition to interviewing clients, investigating facts and 
negotiating a case, the students will conduct motions and adjudications.  Clinic students will also 
work closely with the youth, their families, schools, communities0 and social service providers 
to address additional client needs.  The Clinic is being initiated by Professor Sarah Jane Forman. 
 


11)  Juvenile Appellate Clinic- 
 


This Clinic will involve students in the representation of children in appeals to the Michigan 
Court of Appeals from trial court proceedings in the Wayne County Juvenile court.  The appeals 
will almost exclusively involve child protective proceedings (abuse and neglect) although there 
may be some student exposure to juvenile delinquency proceedings on appeal.   
 
Students will be expected to prepare written assignments based upon observation of the court 
system and exercises from the Duquette & Haralambie text.  Students will also prepare a brief in 
an appeal pending in the Court of Appeals and will argue their side of the appeal to an expert 
panel of attorneys.  In the future, students may potentially argue the appeal in the Court of 
Appeals through changes made in the Michigan Court Rules.  The Appellate Clinic will be team 
taught by Professor William Ladd and Professor Deborah Paruch.  Through this pairing students 
will develop advanced writing skills and a significant understanding of juvenile law and 
appellate practice in Michigan. 
 
“Theory and Doctrine…into Practice.”             
 
To obtain more information about UDM’s Clinics and their work you can contact the following 
directly: 
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1) Professor Peggy Costello (313) 596-9854 or (mcostello@dykema.com).  She will assist 
you in learning more about  the work of the Veterans Clinic. 


2)  Professor Tammy Kudialis (313) 596-9409 or (tammymk1@aol.com) and Professor 
Robert Walsh (313) 596-9851 or (rpwalsh@sbcglobal.net) will provide information about 
the Appellate Veterans Clinic and its significant appellate work before the CAVC, as well 
as the travels of Veterans Clinic students in the MLOs. 


3) Professor Joon Sung (313) 596-0235 or (joonlaw@gmail.com can provide more 
information about the Mortgage Foreclosure Clinic. 


4) Professor David Koelsch at (313) 622-5691 or (koelscdc@udmercy.edu) can provide 
more information about the Immigration Clinic. 


5) Similarly, information about the Consumer Defense Clinic can be supplied by Professor 
Michael Bryce at (313) 596-0256 or brycemi@udmercy.edu and Professor Ian Lyngklip 
at (248) 208-8864 or (Ianlyngklip@att.net). 


6) Information about the Criminal Trial Clinic is available through  Professor Michael 
Morgan at (248-828-0160) or (mmorgan181886@comcast.net), Professor Richard 
Krisciunas at (313) 596-0269 or (rkrisciu@yahoo.com) and Michelle Van Horn at (313) 
596-0262) or (vanhornm@udmercy.edu). 


7) Information about  the SADO Criminal Appellate Clinic can be gleaned by contacting 
Professor Desiree Ferguson at (313) 256-9833 or (Dferguson@sado.org). 


8) And to learn more about the Mediation Training class and Mediation Clinic you can 
contact Professor Martin Reisig at (248) 258-6222 or Mireisig@aol.com and Professor 
Emily Corwin at (313) 561-3500 or ebcorwin@mediation-wayne.org.  


9) And, on the Urban Law Clinic, or the work of any of the Clinics, you can contact 
Professor Michael Bryce, at (313) 596-0256 or (brycemi@udmercy.edu). 
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I. Michigan Law School’s Clinical Opportunities 
 


The Child Advocacy Law Clinic 
 
The Child Advocacy Law Clinic (CALC) seeks to introduce students to their new lawyer identity, 
the substantive and skill demands of this new role, and the institutional framework within 
which lawyers operate. The Clinic especially focuses on the relationship between the lawyer 
and other professionals facing the same social problem. Building on the field experience of 
actual case handling as a basis for analysis, it seeks to make students more self-critical and 
reflective about various lawyering functions they must undertake. Students are asked to 
integrate legal theory with real human crises in the cases they handle. Students will develop 
habits of thought and standards of performance and discover how to learn from raw experience 
for their future professional growth.  
 
Our students don't just learn about law, they learn to be lawyers. Students are in control of 
their cases, under supervision, and complete all the steps required to take a case to court, just 
as they will when they begin practicing after law school. The clinic provides an in-depth, 
interdisciplinary experience working with problems of child abuse and neglect and of children in 
foster care. Students taking this clinic represent children, parents, or the Department of Human 
Services in court cases that may be located in Washtenaw, Genesee, Wayne, Jackson, Livingston 
or Monroe counties. Each student team has a mix of child welfare cases representing each of 
the three major roles, so they get to see and understand the lawyer role from different vantage 
points and with different concerns and interests. 
 
Students work in partnerships and find that they have the true lead on their cases. Three 
clinical law faculty who are specialists in child advocacy law, supervise up to eight students each 
and act as advisers, but clinic students make the decisions about their cases. Some law students 
are drawn to the clinic because of their interest in child welfare law or public interest lawyering. 
Others are particularly attracted to the intense litigation experience where students end up in 
court quite often and each student team handles at least one full trial, usually seeking 
termination of parental rights on behalf of the county agency. 
 
With such responsibility, students are thoroughly prepared for each aspect of representing 
their clients, for their court experience, and for working in the field of child advocacy. The CALC 
program begins with a series of classes to prepare students for what will happen in court. Class 
sessions cover child welfare and procedure; preliminary hearing simulations; learning to 
interview clients, especially children; dealing with evidence; case and trial preparation, 
including direct and cross examination; and mock trial practices. The law students also address 
the complex legal, social, emotional, ethical, and public policy questions of when and how the 
state ought to intervene in family life on behalf of children.  
 
Besides the student attorneys, the conferences include the faculty supervisors for each case, 
and a psychologist and a psychology student intern, who provide guidance. Depending on the 
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needs of the case, students might also work with professionals, faculty or student colleagues 
from social work, pediatrics, and psychiatry. In addition to clinical psychology, CALC regularly 
has participating students from other disciplines, including social work graduate students, 
pediatric residents, public policy graduate students and journalism fellows. 


Contact information: 
Child Advocacy Law Clinic 


University of Michigan Law School 
625 South State Street 


Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1215 
Phone: 734.763.5000 


Fax: 734.647.4042 
 


 
Criminal Appellate Practice Clinic 


 
Students in the Criminal Appellate Practice (CAP) Clinic have the opportunity to represent 
convicted felons on appeal. Under the supervision of attorneys from Michigan's State Appellate 
Defender Office, students prepare and file briefs in the Michigan Court of Appeals, the 
Michigan Supreme Court, and the United States District Court.  
 
CAP seeks to improve students' understanding of and skill in all phases of appellate advocacy 
through the various activities of the clinic. Students will review trial transcripts and lower court 
records, interview the client in prison, develop a theory for the case, and help draft the client's 
brief on appeal. By determining relevant facts, navigating competing interests, conducting legal 
research, and developing oral and written presentations, students will gain real-world practice 
in criminal appellate law. 
 
Students can expect frequent individual meetings with instructors and oral arguments before a 
panel of experienced criminal attorneys that offer important feedback as they prepare their 
client's appeals. While this clinic is most relevant to students with an interest in criminal law, its 
lessons in appellate advocacy are generally applicable to all students of law. 
 
 


Environmental Law Clinic 
 
The Environmental Law Clinic (ELC) provides opportunities to litigate and develop policies to 
protect natural resources and the environment. The ELC operates in conjunction with the 
National Wildlife Federation's Great Lakes Regional Center in Ann Arbor. NWF's docket ranges 
from federal litigation to stop water pollution to advocacy on behalf of endangered species. 
In one recent case, ELC students worked to prevent the filling of crucial wetlands along Lake 
Huron to build an RV park. In another case, which is ongoing, students are aiding in the appeal 
of an Ohio EPA decision giving the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers permission to annually dump 
large quantities of dredged sediment into Lake Erie, contributing to harmful algal blooms and 
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potentially raising pollution levels in the lake. Past cases have dealt with a proposal to reclassify 
the wolf's status in the Western Great Lakes under the Endangered Species Act, the restoration 
of water quality in Ohio's lakes and rivers, and lawsuits in federal district court to stop water 
pollution. 
  
Working closely with NWF staff attorneys, student attorneys taking the ELC have the 
opportunity to influence state and national policy and to see that current laws that benefit the 
environment are upheld. 


Contact information: 
Environmental Law Clinic 


University of Michigan Law School 
506 E. Liberty  


Ann Arbor, MI 48104-7202 
Phone: 734.769.3351 


 
 


General Clinic 
 


In the General Clinic, students practice law under faculty supervision in a variety of civil and 
criminal settings. Through the clinic experience, students will develop lawyering skills both in 
the courtroom and in the classroom. 
 
On the civil side, students work on cases in many areas of the law, including landlord-tenant, 
consumer, domestic violence and/or family, welfare, employment discrimination, asylum and 
refugee, and prisoners' civil rights. On the criminal side, students represent clients charged with 
misdemeanors, from intake through trial. Students also handle some post-judgment issues in 
serious felony cases. Clinical professors supervise students, but they will do all of the work for 
their clients, including interviewing, counseling, legal research, discovery, negotiation, motion 
practice, bench and jury trials, and appeals. Each student and his/her clinic partner will have 
"first-chair" responsibility for their cases and clients. Cases are heard in the state district, 
circuit, and probate courts, as well as in the federal courts, and some less formal administrative 
venues. Clinic students have conducted jury trials in all of these courts, and have taken appeals 
to every level of the state and federal appellate courts, including the Michigan and U.S. 
Supreme Courts. Unlike in some more urban areas—where the courts are overwhelmed and 
the delays are interminable—in the courts where we practice the dockets move quickly. Every 
semester all of our students get to court steadily, on a rich variety of cases. 
 
In the classroom, students will participate in trial advocacy simulations to master basic trial 
skills. Additional class sessions address the role of the lawyer, ethical issues on law practice, 
client-centered lawyering, the adversarial process, and other related issues affecting the clinic's 
clients. 


Contact information: 
General Clinic 
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University of Michigan Law School 
625 South State Street 


Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1215 
Phone: 734.763.4319 


 
 


Human Trafficking Clinic 
 
The Human Trafficking Clinic (HTC), launched in 2009, is the first clinical law program solely 
dedicated to the issue of human trafficking. Also known as modern-day slavery, human 
trafficking is the recruitment, transportation, harboring, or receipt of people for the purposes of 
slavery, forced labor, and servitude. 
 
The HTC offers students the opportunity to work on both domestic and international human 
trafficking issues and cases. The HTC provides a range of services, including direct 
representation of both domestic trafficking victims and foreign nationals trafficked into the 
United States, advocacy for trafficking victims, and community education and training. The HTC 
also provides students with the opportunity to learn, practice, and improve essential advocacy 
skills. Students working in the HTC obtain real-world experience by working on behalf of victims 
of human trafficking. They also collaborate with a variety of stakeholders, including survivors of 
human trafficking, law enforcement, government officials, and nongovernmental organizations, 
to identify solutions to combat human trafficking. Students are responsible, under supervision, 
for all of the cases and projects within the HTC. 


Contact information: 
Human Trafficking Clinic 


University of Michigan Law School 
625 South State Street 


Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1215 
Phone: 734.615.3600 


 
 


 
International Transactions Clinic 


 
The International Transactions Clinic (ITC) is the first of its kind. It is a training ground for highly 
qualified lawyers who graduate already experienced at representing their clients' interests in an 
increasingly globalized and complex world. 
 
Like other clinics, the ITC provides real-world experience for students working on real matters 
for real clients. Unlike other clinics now found in U.S. law schools, however, the ITC combines 
transactional work with an international focus. 
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Most of the clients of the ITC are socially responsible investors who want to see their 
international investments provide a positive social as well as financial return and 
microenterprises that provide services and products at the base of the economic pyramid in 
emerging markets. 
 
The ITC concentrates on teaching students skills that are critically important to their 
professional development as they enter into practice areas that involve international 
transactions. Under the supervision of faculty members who are practicing attorneys in Los 
Angeles, Michigan, New York, and Washington, D.C., students learn drafting and negotiation 
skills as applied to cross-border transactions, structuring and documenting investments in 
enterprises in emerging markets, exposure to ethical issues and the types of disputes that arise 
in the international commercial context, and an understanding of international economic and 
financial policies and markets. 
 
 


Federal Appellate Litigation Clinic 
 
Beginning in Fall 2011, the Federal Appellate Litigation Clinic will allow second- and third-year 
law students to gain hands-on experience in various stages of federal appellate litigation. Under 
the supervision of attorneys from the Office of the Federal Public Defender for the Northern 
District of Ohio, students will prepare and file briefs on behalf of criminal defendants and/or 
habeas petitioners in the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. Each student will 
manage an appeal from its inception, and will gain hands-on experience by reviewing the 
district court record and identifying issues for appeal, developing a theory of the case, 
researching substantive law, and preparing the client's merits brief. When appropriate in view 
of timing and subject matter considerations, students will have an opportunity to write reply 
briefs and conduct oral arguments in Cincinnati before a panel of judges on the Sixth Circuit 
Court of Appeals. 
 
 


Juvenile Justice Clinic 
 
In the Juvenile Justice Clinic (JJC), students represent minors charged with violations of the 
criminal law and status offenses in Michigan's family courts. Students have first-chair 
responsibility for the JJC clients and their cases. This responsibility means that students directly 
engage in, and reflect on, the practice of law while in law school, under the supervision of 
experienced professors. While primarily a litigation clinic, students may, from time to time, 
handle appellate matters and may be involved in public policy issues. 
 
In the course of the clinic, students will develop litigation skills including case investigation, trial 
preparation, and presenting evidence and argument in the courtroom. Casework, which is 
supervised by a clinical professor, may involve client interviewing and counseling, legal research 
and motion drafting, negotiation with prosecuting authorities, and courtroom presentation of 
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the case. Students are encouraged to take a holistic, interdisciplinary approach to their 
representation and to develop creative or systemic solutions to the legal problems presented. 
In addition to trial advocacy and casework, the classroom seminar will also focus on legal ethics, 
the basics of child development, juvenile justice reform, and other relevant topics. 


 
Contact information: 
Juvenile Justice Clinic 


University of Michigan Law School 
625 South State Street 


Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1215 
Phone: 734.763.5000 


 
 


Low Income Taxpayer Clinic 
 
Student attorneys in the Low Income Taxpayer Clinic (LITC) assist clients with Internal Revenue 
Service controversies. For example, clients may have received notice that the IRS was imposing 
a lien or levy on their personal assets, that an audit will be performed, or that the IRS thinks 
they owe an amount that they can't pay. 
 
In the process of securing the best possible result for their clients, LITC student attorneys 
interview clients, gather and analyze relevant information, perform legal research, provide 
advice, negotiate with IRS agents, and appear at U.S. Tax Court. They also provide education 
and outreach to area social services agencies and their clients and handle State of Michigan tax 
controversies related to their clients' federal matters. 
 
The intimate size of the Clinic—only six students, one supervising attorney, and one 
administrator—allows class sessions to be somewhat informal, and student attorneys have 
sufficient independence to meaningfully develop their legal skills. At the same time, student 
attorneys are expected to prepare rigorously and provide excellent, professional legal services, 
and have the necessary information, support, and supervision to do so. Upon completing their 
time with the clinic, students will have gained vital experience in the field of tax law. 
 
 


Mediation Clinic 
 
In the Mediation Clinic, law students learn the skills and processes of facilitative mediation and 
mediate legal disputes in a variety of community settings. Traditionally, legal disputes have 
been resolved through an adversarial process culminating in a trial, but the clear trend in recent 
years has been away from trials. Nationally about 97 percent of all civil cases are resolved 
through some type of settlement process short of trial. Alternatives to the adversarial process 
are becoming an integral part of the practice of law and will become even more so in the 
future. 
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Although mediators have no authoritative decision-making power, as neutral third parties they 
facilitate communication between the parties, assist in identifying issues, and help explore 
solutions to promote a mutually acceptable settlement. 
 
Michigan Law graduates may choose to qualify and serve as mediators in the course of their 
professional practice. But whether they are mediators or not, lawyers need to be comfortable 
with the process so they can advise clients when to use mediation and represent clients 
through mediation. 
 
The clinic combines training and community service. Students have the personal satisfaction of 
helping resolve actual conflicts between real people, which adds immeasurably to the 
experience. 
 
By the end of the Mediation Clinic semester, students may be eligible to be placed on the court-
approved list of general civil mediators in Michigan. 
 
 


Michigan Innocence Clinic 
 
At the Michigan Innocence Clinic, clinic students investigate and litigate cases on behalf of 
prisoners who have new evidence that may establish that they are actually innocent of the 
crimes for which they have been convicted. Unlike many other innocence clinics, which 
specialize in DNA exonerations, the Michigan Innocence Clinic focuses on innocence cases 
where there is no biological evidence to be tested. Under the supervision of its founders, 
Professors Bridget McCormack and David Moran, Innocence Clinic students work on all aspects 
of the cases, including investigating new evidence, preparing state post-conviction motions, 
conducting hearings and arguing motions in conjunction with these motions, and filing appeals 
to the state and federal courts. The Michigan Innocence Clinic has already exonerated several 
of its clients since its inception in 2009. 
 
Prisoners must submit an application to the Innocence Clinic to determine whether the clinic 
can take the prisoner’s case. 


Contact information: 
Michigan Innocence Clinic 


University of Michigan Law School 
625 South State Street 


Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1215 
Phone: 734.763.9353 


Fax: 734.764.8242 
 
 


Pediatric Advocacy Initiative 
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The mission of the Pediatric Advocacy Initiative (PAI) is to achieve justice and dignity for all low-
income children and their families by integrating high-quality legal advocacy into health care 
settings. As a medical-legal partnership, we pursue our mission by uniting health care providers, 
attorneys, and social workers to eliminate the effects of poverty on children's health and well-
being. 
 
Low-income children experience relatively poor health outcomes even when they receive high-
quality health care. Today, medical research demonstrates that the social context of poverty 
contributes to these poor health outcomes. For decades, poverty lawyers, health care 
providers, and social workers have been fighting poverty—food and income insecurity, housing 
instability, concerns about safety, adequate education, and access to health care—the 
problems that are now called "social determinants of health." A medical-legal partnership 
brings these professional disciplines together, magnifying their impact. PAI helps families stay 
violence free, live in safe and healthy housing, receive the nutrition they need, earn sufficient 
income, have access to health care, and receive appropriate educational services. 
 
Social issues clearly affect child health. Children who are allergic to cockroaches and are 
exposed to them in their housing are 3.4 times more likely to be hospitalized with an asthma 
attack. Children who move frequently are more likely to fail a grade and have behavorial 
problems. Children who are hungry have stunted growth and cannot learn. Homeless children 
have higher rates of asthma, infections and hunger compared to poor children living in housing.  
 
Children who witness violence, including domestic violence, can have behavorial problems. 
By representing individual families and supporting health care providers in addressing social 
issues that impact child health, PAI seeks to improve the health and quality of life of low-
income pediatric patients and their families.  


Contact Information: 
Pediatric Advocacy Initiative 


University of Michigan Law School 
220 E. Huron Street, Suite 600B 


Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104 
Phone: 734.998.7060 


Fax: 734.998.9125 
Email: pedlaw@umich.edu 


 
 


Urban Communities Clinic 
 
The Urban Communities Clinic provides transactional legal services to groups engaged in 
community development and small businesses. The Clinic was founded in 1991 to give 
community-based organizations the legal resources to improve their neighborhoods. 
Recognizing the role of small businesses in community economic development and the need by 
many for pro bono legal services, the Clinic expanded its client base to provide legal assistance 
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to small businesses. The Clinic seeks to sustain effective organizations and build institutions 
that provide needed services and opportunities in underserved urban communities. It seeks to 
contribute to the economic development of the region by assisting locally owned and operated 
businesses that will provide needed jobs, goods, and services in the community.  
 
Our clients work with second- and third-year law students under the close supervision of two 
full-time faculty members who are licensed Michigan attorneys with significant transactional 
experience. 
Contact Information: 
Detroit Office 
3031 W. Grand Blvd. 
Detroit, MI 48202 
313.874.2161  


Ann Arbor Office 
625 S. State St. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 
734.615.8735  


 
Clients seeking the assistance of the Urban Communities Clinic should use this application. 
 


II. External Studies Programs 
 


Michigan Law School’s Pro Bono Program 
 
Michigan Law has a long tradition of serving the public in a variety of ways. That's part of our 
heritage as a public school, and it stretches back to our beginnings in 1859. To celebrate 
Michigan Law's 150 years of producing lawyers committed to public service, we launched the 
Voluntary Pro Bono Pledge in Fall 2009. We ask students to voluntarily commit to performing 
50 hours of pro bono service while enrolled at Michigan Law. 
 
The Pledge allows students to connect their developing knowledge to the world outside the 
Law School. In this way, they gain valuable legal skills while helping an organization in our 
community meet the needs of underrepresented individuals. In traditional Michigan fashion, 
our projects range from those that provide legal assistance to local residents to projects that 
spotlight events across the nation and around the globe. 
 
While the Program cannot directly represent individuals, any non-profit or government 
organization seeking to expand its capacity to provide legal services should consider requesting 
the help of our law students.  Please visit our website or contact us at lawprobono@umich.edu 
for more information. 
 
 


Michigan Law School’s Externship Program 
 
Michigan Law School offers students the chance to work at a non-profit or government agency 
of their choice during the semester for credit via our externship program.  Externships, also 
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known as external studies opportunities, offer an exciting opportunity to augment classroom 
study with real-world work experience.  
 
In recent years, students (under the guidance of both a faculty sponsor and an attorney 
supervisor) have pursued externships and immersed themselves in legal work at nonprofits 
such as the Institute for Justice, the Food and Drug Administration, Asian Pacific Islander Legal 
Outreach, and the Human Rights Law Network in New Delhi, India, and the Financial Action 
Task Force in Paris, France. Closer to Ann Arbor, students have worked at the ACLU of Michigan, 
the Washtenaw County Prosecutors Office and Office of the Public Defender, and the 
Department of Justice, Executive Office of Immigration Review, to name a few.  The Law School 
also has special externships based in South Africa and Geneva, Switzerland, both of which take 
place in the winter academic term.   
 
Students can choose a full-time externship, where they work 40 hours a week in the city or 
country of their choice. Or they can pursue a part-time externship closer to home, where they 
work at least eight hours a week.  
 
If your non-profit or government agency is interested in hosting a Michigan Law extern, either 
full-time or part-time, please contact Amy Sankaran at aharwell@umich.edu. 
 
 



https://www.law.umich.edu/curriculum/externshipsandindependentstudy/studentinfo/Pages/SouthAfricaExternshipApplicationProcess.aspx

https://www.law.umich.edu/mlawglobal/internationalopportunities/Pages/Externships.aspx
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Wayne Law.
Gain practical experience before you graduate.


law.wayne.edu


471 West Palmer Street 
Detroit, MI 48202


Wayne Law, located in the middle of Detroit’s historical cultural center, 
offers a unique urban experience. Detroit’s vibrant legal market — 
including government offices, state and federal courts, multinational 
corporations, unions and major law firms — provides students a wide range 
of opportunities for employment and internships. Wayne Law also offers a 
network of more than 10,000 living alumni, including established leaders 
of the legal community, practicing in nearly every state of the nation and in 
more than a dozen foreign countries.


Moot Court 
Since 1949, the Law School has had a nationally 
acclaimed student-run Moot Court program that 
features a rigorous in-house appellate advocacy 
competition. Students prepare appellate briefs 
and present oral arguments to a panel consisting 
of practicing lawyers, law professors and actual 
judges. Our teams have competed at both 
regional and national competitions. A Wayne 
Law team won the 2003 National Moot Court 
Championship and another team won the 2006 
Niagara Cup Championship Trophy. Students 
may also participate in the Phillip C. Jessup 
International Moot Court Competition, which 
simulates a case before the International Court 
of Justice (World Court).


Student Trial Advocacy Program (STAP) 
The Student Trial Advocacy Program was 
founded in 1985 to train law students in trial 
courtroom advocacy. In a simulated courtroom 
setting, a student and a partner present one civil 
and one criminal trial over the course of the fall 
and winter semesters. This student-run program 
is open to upperclass students. Wayne Law’s 
STAP students are known for performing well in 
both regional and national competitions.


Visit law.wayne.edu for more information.


Wayne Law’s  
Co-Curriculars


Wayne State University Board of Governors
Richard Bernstein, chair; Tina Abbott, vice chair; Debbie Dingell, Eugene Driker,  


Diane L. Dunaskiss, Paul E. Massaron, Annetta Miller, Gary S. Pollard







Today’s employers are looking for candidates who excel in both legal 
theory and practice. More and more, they are looking to hire graduates 
who have already worked for legal practitioners on actual cases and 
have experienced firsthand the inner workings of the legal system. 


Wayne Law’s client clinics are directed by full-time expert faculty 
members and help bridge the gap between theory and practice. 
Located on or close to campus and offered for credit, our clinics 
provide hands-on casework to law students while simultaneously 
assisting residents of the Detroit Metropolitan community.  


The Wayne Law Review 
The Wayne Law Review has been published since 
1954. Three of the four annual issues include articles 
of general academic and professional interest 
authored by practicing attorneys and law professors, 
as well as comments written by the Review’s student 
members. A fourth issue features an annual survey 
of developments in Michigan law and is widely read 
by members of the Michigan legal community. 
Students are invited to join The Wayne Law Review 
on the basis of high academic standing or through  
a writing competition held each summer.


The Journal of Law in Society 
Students at Wayne Law established The Journal of 
Law in Society in 1997 to provide for the scholarly 
evaluation of the law in relation to various segments 
of society. The Journal is the scholarly voice of the 
Damon J. Keith Center for Civil Rights. It addresses 
social policy issues in a legal context and combines 
legal theory with social reality. It is published twice 
each academic year and hosts an annual academic 
symposium. Students are invited to join the 
Journal based upon their performance in a writing 
competition. 


Visit law.wayne.edu for more information.


Disability Law Clinic     
In this clinic, students assist low-income individuals with 
disabilities on a range of issues, including social security/
SSI, health insurance and special education. Students 
help clients obtain the services and supports they need 
to live in their own homes, rather than in institutional 
settings. The clinic gives students intensive exposure to 
administrative advocacy, while helping one of Detroit’s 
most underrepresented populations.


Students in this clinic have helped homeless individuals 
with mental illness obtain the public benefits they need 
to secure safe, permanent housing. They have helped 
children with intellectual disabilities obtain private health 
insurance coverage for computerized speech-generating 
devices, children with autism obtain Medicaid funding for 
physical, occupational and speech therapy services, and 
children with emotional and behavioral disabilities obtain 
the support they need to stay in regular classes at their 
neighborhood schools. 


Small Business Enterprises and 
Nonprofit Corporations Clinic 
This clinic is Wayne Law’s transactional clinic and represents 
clients who cannot afford to pay for legal services offered 
by attorneys in private practice. The clinic assists businesses 
located within the city of Detroit and in the Detroit 
metropolitan area. Among the services the clinic offers 
are: entity formation, contract review and preparation, 
review and drafting of commercial real estate documents, 
preparation of trademark and copyright applications, and 
preparation of applications for tax-exempt status.


Since the clinic began serving clients in 2007, it has 
provided legal assistance to dozens of for-profit clients 
including record labels, a day spa, technology companies, 


a bath and body care manufacturer, and a financial 
literacy company, among others. It has also provided legal 
assistance to a myriad of start-up nonprofit clients including 
an organization formed to mentor at-risk students, an 
organization that provides free clothes and other material 
necessities to low income people, an organization formed 
to provide services to children of domestic abuse survivors, 
a public interest environmental law firm and more. 


 
Environmental Law Clinic
This clinic gives students experience on a range of issues, 
from climate change and clean energy to water protection 
and environmental justice. It teaches students the skills 
and strategies needed to affect environmental policy in all 
three branches of state and federal government. Students 
learn about current environmental policy challenges and 
opportunities and explore these issues from multiple 
perspectives. They participate in the lawmaking process by 
preparing policy papers and formal legislative testimony, 
commenting on rulemaking and permit decisions, and 
engaging in judicial review and enforcement litigation. 
Students gain practical experience by working with the 
Great Lakes Environmental Law Center. 


Students in this clinic have provided legal assistance to help 
fight proposed coal plants in Michigan, developed a new 
clean energy funding mechanism for local governments, 
assisted local environment organizations with preliminary 
research on the expected air pollution permit renewal for 
the Detroit incinerator, and have worked with Friends of 
Tienken Road in opposing a major expansion of a road that 
threatens historic protections and would cause air pollution 
in the metro area. Students have also worked on a number 
of cases and proposals in the areas of water conservation, 
water diversions and water quality, as well as wetlands, 
shorelines and natural resources. 


Wayne Law’s Client Clinics


Wayne Law students can also gain an  
edge through a number of co-curricular 
programs designed to sharpen minds and 
heighten capabilities.


Wayne Law’s  
Co-Curriculars


“ �It’s one thing to learn the law to study for an exam. It’s 
another to use the law to interview and counsel real clients. 
Clinical legal education integrates theory and practice. Our 
clinics give students hands-on experience, requiring them to 
formulate goals, explore options, plan strategy, and make 
decisions with limited time and, often, incomplete information. 
The decisions our students make have real consequences for 
real clients.” 


— Director of Clinical Education and Assistant (Clinical) 
Professor David Moss 


Asylum and Immigration Law Clinic
This clinic allows students the opportunity to represent 
individual clients seeking immigration benefits 
including, but not limited to, asylum, withholding of 
removal, relief under the Convention Against Torture, 
U and T visas for victims of trafficking and other crimes, 
relief under the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), 
Special Immigrant Juvenile visas, and Temporary 
Protected Status, as well as help clients who obtain such 
relief with family reunification, adjustment of status and, 
eventually, naturalization.


Students represent indigent or low-income clients 
who could not otherwise afford legal assistance and 
will have the opportunity to work on a wide variety of 
immigration cases and gain experience working with 
federal agencies such as the Department of Homeland 
Security and Federal Immigration Courts. Students will 
also have the opportunity to be involved with local 
community outreach and informational programs.


 
Child Advocacy Clinic 
Students in this clinic represent children in abuse, 
neglect, foster care review, termination of parental 
rights, adoption and delinquency proceedings. 
Student interns learn about the child protection, 
child welfare and juvenile justice systems, and 
the roles and responsibilities of lawyers and other 
participants in those systems. Students conduct client 
interviews and home visits, prepare for hearings 
and trials, advocate for necessary services, perform 


research, draft motions, and attend juvenile court 
and foster care review board hearings.


This clinic recently facilitated the adoption of an 
infant by a relative-caretaker under the Indian 
Child Welfare Act; helped teenage siblings with 
psychiatric impairments return to their mother’s 
home after more than a year in multiple out-of-home 
placements; and helped a neglected 16-year-old boy 
stay in a semi-independent living home where he 
could complete his high school education.


 
Criminal Appellate Practice
Each student in this clinical course, taught by a 
member of the State Appellate Defender Office, 
prepares a criminal appellate brief on behalf of a real 
client incarcerated in a Michigan prison who has been 
convicted of a felony after a jury trial. Students interview 
clients, present a mock oral argument to a panel of 
experienced criminal appellate practitioners, and 
ultimately have their briefs submitted to the Michigan 
Court of Appeals.


 
Free Legal Aid Clinic (FLAC)
Students in this clinic work under the supervision of 
lawyers from Lakeshore Legal Aid and the Elder Law and 
Advocacy Center. Students gain valuable experience in 
state court on elder law and family law matters, such as 
custody, support, visitation and divorce. 
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Student Voluntary Pro Bono Program


Wayne Law is devoted to training graduates who excel in the law and provide service to
the community, the bench and the bar. The goal of the Wayne Law Student Voluntary
Pro Bono Program is to encourage law students to embrace the professional
responsibility and social commitment to use their professional training to benefit under-
served populations and the community at large.


In addition to the personal satisfaction derived from making a difference in the lives of
others, program participants may reap a host of benefits including hands-on legal training
and experience, exposure to a variety of areas of law, practice settings and client bases,
and the opportunity to develop professional relationships within the legal community.


Wayne Law students who have completed the first term of the first-year day program or
two terms of the part-time evening program, have a cumulative grade point average of
2.0 or higher, and are not on academic probation are eligible to participate in the Student
Voluntary Pro Bono Program. Program participants complete the Warrior Pro Bono
Pledge wherein the student agrees to perform a minimum of 50 hours of supervised,
qualifying pro bono work while enrolled as a Wayne Law student. Students who fulfill  the
pledge and complete the requisite forms will receive a Certificate of Pro Bono Service
and acknowledgement during law school ceremonies.


To assist program participants in fulfilling the pledge, the Pro Bono Program Director will
suggest pre-approved pro bono projects and/or placements involving qualifying work with
private attorneys, faculty members, legal services organizations, and other non-profit
entities. Students are also strongly encouraged to propose independently developed
projects or placements involving qualifying work.


For more details regarding student participation in the program, see the Student Guide to
the Student Voluntary Pro Bono Program. If you are an attorney or legal organization
seeking law student assistance with pro bono matters, please view the Employer Guide
to the program and contact Diane H. Fears, Director of the Student Voluntary Pro Bono
Program, at (313) 577-8039 or lawprobono@wayne.edu.


The Wayne Law Student Voluntary Pro Bono Program does not provide direct legal
assistance to the general public. If you are seeking legal assistance, please contact the
State Bar of Michigan Lawyer Referral and Information Service at (800) 968-0738 or
http://www.michbar.org/programs/lawyerreferral.cfm. For information regarding free legal
services, visit http://www.michbar.org/public_resources/legalaid.cfm.


Privacy and University Policies
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