
 Dear Prospective Member of the State Bar of Michigan:

Th e State Bar of Michigan welcomes qualifi ed applicants who are entering 
the practice of law in this state.  All attorneys who practice law in Michigan 
are required to be members of the State Bar.   

 We have provided these helpful steps for you to follow after you have 
received your certifi ed results from the Board of Law Examiners indicating 
a passing score on the Michigan bar exam or certifi cation through 
reciprocity with another state:

Step 1. Appear and present Board of Law Examiners certifi cation, sent by mail, at 
a mass swearing-in ceremony or to one of the circuit courts of the state. For 
a complete list of the swearing-in ceremonies, visit www.michbar.org. Upon 
motion made in open court by a licensed Michigan lawyer, the court will 
administer the oath of offi  ce and enter an order admitting you to the bar of 
the state. 

Step 2. After being admitted to the bar by the court, you must complete 
the Membership Application to become a member of the State Bar 
of Michigan. Th is application must be accompanied by an original, 
true, or certifi ed copy of the Order of Admission (from the swearing-
in ceremony) and payment of the required bar dues as noted within the
instructions. 

 Please note some counties send the Order of Admission directly to the 
State Bar of Michigan following the swearing-in ceremony. In this case, 
you need only enclose the completed application and pay the required 
dues, or complete the application online. To pay your dues online, go to 
http://e.michbar.org, click on Sign Up, and create an account.

Step 3. After the Membership Application, Order of Admission, and dues 
payment are received and processed, your bar license number (P number)  
is assigned. Only then are you eligible to practice law in Michigan. It may 
take up to a week for the State Bar to process the application and assign your 
P number. You will receive written  notifi cation with your P number once 
your Membership Application has been processed. If you provide an e-mail 
address, this notifi cation will be provided electronically. A bar card will be 
sent by mail within 10-15 business days of assignment of your P number. 

 Please note that if you must conduct business in a court or jail after receiv-
ing your P number and before receiving a bar card, a Certifi cate of Good 
Standing may be used, provided the court or jail accepts it. It is your 
responsibility to contact the court or jail to determine if a Certifi cate of Good 
Standing is accepted. To purchase a Certifi cate of Good Standing, visit www.
michbar.org/programs/forms.cfm. All requests must be in writing and must in-
clude the $10 per certifi cate processing fee.

S t a t e  B a r  o f  M i c h i g a n

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

�awyers �ath 

I do solemnly swear: 

I will support the Constitution of the United 
States and the Constitution of the State of 
Michigan;

I will maintain the respect due to courts of 
justice and judicial offi  cers; 

I will not counsel or maintain any suit or 
proceeding which appears unjust, nor any 
defense unless it is honestly debatable under 
the law of the land; 

I will employ, for the purpose of maintaining 
the causes confi ded to me means that are 
consistent with truth and honor, and will 
never seek to mislead the judge or jury by any 
artifi ce or false statement of fact or law; 

I will maintain the confi dence and preserve 
inviolate the secrets of my clients, and will 
accept no compensation in connection with 
their business except from them or with their 
knowledge and approval; 

I will abstain from all off ensive personality, 
and advance no fact prejudicial to the honor 
or reputation of a party or witness, unless 
required by the justice of the cause with 
which I am charged; 

I will never reject, from any consideration 
personal to myself, the cause of the defenseless, 
or oppressed, or delay anyone’s cause for lucre 
or malice; 

I will in all other respects conduct myself 
personally and professionally in conformity 
with the high standards of conduct imposed 
on members of the bar as conditions for the 
privilege to practice law in this state.Re
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Numbered paragraphs refer to areas on face of form. The fol low ing in struc tions refer to each of those areas.

1. Name. Only your correct name may be used on the offi  cial register. 
Your business address and related in for ma tion are required on the 
application.

2. Business Address of Record. Th e address you des ig nate as “ad dress 
of record” will be used for State Bar purposes, including all mailing 
lists and annual Directory listings unless otherwise requested. When 
you provide an e-mail address, it will be printed in the Michigan Bar  
Journal Directory (unless otherwise noted) and used periodically to 
communicate with you.

 If you are currently seeking employment as an attorney and do not have 
a business address, your residence address may be used for your “address 
of record.” When employment is obtained, you may submit an address 
change through the State Bar website or by sending a request in writing.

 Supreme Court Rules Concerning the State Bar of Michigan 
Rule 2 - Membership

 ...Each member, upon admission to the State Bar and in the annual dues 
statement, must provide the State Bar with the member’s correct name 
and address, and such additional information as may be required. If the 
address provided is a mailing address only, the member must also provide 
a street or building address for the member’s business or residence. No 
member shall practice law in the state until such information has been 
provided...

 
3. Student Information. Indicate whether you have ever been a member of 

the SBM Law Student Section. 

4. Gender and Ethnic Identifi cation. Although members are encouraged 
to provide this information, doing so is purely voluntary. Th e 
information may assist special-interest bar associations in identifying and 
communicating with potential members who are willing to be identifi ed 
by such criteria, and will help in the design and production of programs 
of interest to our membership focused on issues related to diversity and 
under-representation in the courts and legal profession.

 
5. Law School. Indicate the year you received your J.D. or LLB degree, 

and the law school that granted the degree. If the law school was 
outside Michigan, provide the name of the school and the state in 
which it is located.

6. Bar Exam Date. Date of the exam for which you received passing 
results.

7. - 10. Court Admission. Court admission is required for applicants 
admitted by tak ing the bar exam and for applicants who are being 
admitted based on years of active practice in another U.S. jurisdiction. 
Each applicant to whom a Certifi cate of Qualifi cation has been issued by 
the Board of Law Examiners is required to appear personally and present 
the certifi cate to one of the circuit courts of this state. Upon motion 
made in open court by an active member of the State Bar of Michigan, 
and the administration of the oath of offi  ce, the court will enter an order 
admitting you to the bar of this state.

 *An ap pli cant admitted by “Special Certifi cate” or as a “Special Legal 
Con sult ant” is not to be admitted in one of the circuit courts.

 NOTE: An original, true, or certifi ed copy of the court Order of Admis-
sion must be attached to this application. Photocopies not certifi ed by 
the court will not be accepted. An application that is received without 
the Order of Admission will not be processed. If the court did not issue 
you an Order of Admission, you may still submit your application. Th e 
application will be held by the State Bar and processed after the Order of 
Admission is received.

 Registration with the State Bar of Michigan, payment of bar dues, and 

receipt of a bar license number (P number) are the fi nal steps in becoming 
authorized to practice law before the state courts of Michigan. State law 
provides that you are not authorized to practice law until you receive of-
fi cial notifi cation from the State Bar of Michigan.

11. Dues and Membership Status. If you intend to engage in the practice 
of law in Michigan, to hold yourself out as eligible to practice in state 
court or to be employed in Michigan in a position that requires you to 
be authorized to practice law, you MUST elect active status and pay the 
required State Bar dues.

 If you do not intend to practice law in Michigan, you may elect inac-
tive status, and pay inactive dues of $217.50. In ac tive mem bers are not 
el i gi ble to prac tice law in Michigan but may join State Bar of Mich i gan 
sec tions. You may also elect inactive status if you are employed as an 
in struc tor in law and engage in no other law practice or if you are a 
judicial law clerk who is a member or is seeking to become a member of 
the bar of an oth er juris diction and who does not intend to prac tice in 
Michigan after the clerkship ends. An inactive mem ber may become an 
active member by paying the required dues and completing the Pe ti tion 
to Return to Ac tive Status. If a member seeking active status has been 
inactive for three years or more, the member must fi rst be recertifi ed by 
the Board of Law Ex am in ers. Th is may include having to retake the bar 
exam. See Rule 3, Su preme Court Rules Con cern ing the State Bar of 
Mich i gan. 

 Members sworn in between October 1 and March 31 are required to 
submit $315.00 for active status or $217.50 for inactive status for the 
current fi scal year ending September 30. Th e $315.00 includes dues for 
the Attorney Discipline System ($120.00), the State Bar of Michigan 
($180.00), and Client Protection Fund ($15.00).

 Members sworn in between April 1 and September 30 are re quired to sub-
mit $157.50 for active status or $108.75 for inactive status for the re-
 main der of the current fi scal year ending Sep tem ber 30.

 The fi scal year for the State Bar of Michigan is October 1 through 
September 30. Every State Bar member is billed each year on or 
before September 20, for the next Bar year be gin ning on October 1.

12. Hall of Justice Learning Center (optional). Th e Michigan Supreme 
Court Learning Center is an educational facility located at the 
Michigan Hall of Justice in Lansing.  It provides interactive education 
to Michigan citizens on the important role of the law in our society.  
Your voluntary contribution to the Learning Center will be transferred 
to the Historical Society Learning Center Fund and is deductible as 
a charitable contribution for federal income tax purposes.  You will 
receive a tax receipt for your records.  

13.  Access to Justice Fund—Michigan residents (optional). Th e Access to 
Justice Fund supports nonprofi t agencies that provide civil legal aid to 
low-income people throughout Michigan.  Th e Representative Assembly 
included fi nancial support of these programs in the Voluntary Pro 
Bono Standard adopted in 1990.  Th e Access to Justice Campaign was 
established in 1998 as a partnership of the State Bar of Michigan, the 
Michigan State Bar Foundation, and Michigan’s civil legal aid programs.  
Th e Campaign seeks donations for endowment and for operations.  Your 
contribution will be transferred to the Michigan State Bar Foundation, 
which manages and distributes ATJ Fund donations.  Contributions are 
deductible as charitable contributions for federal income tax purposes, 
and endowment gifts may qualify for the community foundation 
Michigan income tax credit treatment.  You will receive a tax receipt.

14. Total. To calculate your total, add your dues total plus your optional 
contributions to the Hall of Justice Learning Center and/or Access to 
Justice Fund. 

I n s t r u c t i on s

 



Please Print

IMPORTANT: Use instructions provided. 
 Signature line must be completed on reverse side for 

application to be valid.

1.  Name - Please Print Clearly

� Mr.  � Ms.

 First Name           Middle  Last Name

 Date of Birth

2.  Business Address of Record
 (see instructions)

 
 Title

 Firm Name, Employer, or Public Offi  ce

 Street Address, Plus Suite # or P.O. Box

 Address Line Two

 City                          State           Zip

 Telephone Number                          Offi  ce Fax Number

 TDD Number (optional)

 E-Mail Address (optional)

 Web Address (optional)

3.  Student Information 

 Have you ever been a member of the 
SBM Law Student Section? � Yes     � No

 Student ID Number:

4.  Voluntary Information
 Check the appropriate box; participation is re quest ed 
 but voluntary (see instructions).

 Gender and Ethnic Identifi cation

 � Male   � Female 

 � American Indian � European � Arab
 � Asian/Pacifi c Islander  � Hispanic/Latino � Other 

 � African � Multi-Racial

State Bar of MichiganM E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C AT I O N
OFFICE USE: P___________________

5. J.D. or LLB degree received ___________________ from:
 Year

 � Ave Maria School of Law
 � Th omas M. Cooley Law School
 � Michigan State University College of Law
 � University of Detroit Mercy School of Law
 � University of Michigan Law School
 � Wayne State University Law School

 � Other _________________________in _____________ 
 School outside Michigan                    State

6. Date of Michigan bar exam for which you received 
passing results:

 
Month/Day/Year

7. Date and location you were sworn into law prac tice in 
Mich i gan: (see in struc tions)

Month/Day/Year               Jurisdiction (County)

8. Date and jurisdiction in which you were fi rst li censed 
to practice law, if other than Michigan:

Month/Day/Year               Jurisdiction (State/Country)

9. On what basis are you applying for membership in the 
State Bar of Michigan? Indicate only one:

� 1.  Michigan bar exam

� 2.  Without examination, based on years of    
 practice in another U.S. jurisdiction. 

� 3.  *Special Certifi cate to practice only for a specifi c    
 employer in an institutional setting. Attach the 

  original cer ti fi  ca tion from the Board of Law Examiners 
 and in di cate the employer in ques tion 2.

� 4.  *Special Legal Consultant based on active 
 practice in another country. Attach the 

  original certifi cation from the Board of Law    
 Examiners and identify the country in question 8.

10. Indicate all other jurisdictions in which you have been or are 
currently licensed to practice and dates of admission. Include 
states, federal courts, and foreign coun tries as applicable. 
Include active and inactive licenses.

Membership Application Side 1



Make checks payable to the State Bar of Michigan.
Credit card payments received without a proper num-
ber, expiration date, and signature will be returned.

Enclosed is check #__________ for $___________

� Visa     � MasterCard 

Card number _______________________________
      
Expiration Date ____ / ____ / ________

__________________________________________
Name as it appears on the card

__________________________________________
Signature

State law provides that you are not authorized to practice law 
until you receive offi  cial notifi cation from the State Bar of 
Michigan.

I attest that the information provided 
is complete and correct.

Date___________________________________________

Signature_______________________________________
Your signature is required to validate application 

Sign and mail this completed form, accompanied by check 
made payable to the State Bar of Michigan, or with the credit 
card information, and an original, true, or certifi ed copy 
of the Order of Admission (unless the court is sending it 
directly to the Bar) to:

State Bar of Michigan
Finance Department
Michael Franck Building
306 Townsend Street
Lansing, MI  48933-2012

If you have questions regarding this application, please call:
(517) 346-6300 or (800) 968-1442. 

11. CHOOSE ONLY ONE DUES AMOUNT. 
        See instructions page to determine correct fee.
          Fiscal year runs October 1–September 30.

 Active Member Dues  
$315.00 (Sworn in between October 1 and March 31)                       +______

 
            $157.50 (Sworn in between April 1 and September 30
            and joining SBM in same fi scal year)                                                          +______
                     
                                                                                                                            
 Inactive Member Dues 
 $217.50 (Sworn in between October 1 and March 31)                       +______

           $108.75 (Sworn in between April 1 and September 30
          and joining SBM in same fi scal year)                                                   +______                                                                                                                        

OPTIONAL
 

12. Hall of Justice Learning Center
 To make a tax-deductible contribution of $5 or 

more to the Hall of Justice Learning Center 
enter the amount here...............................................+______

 MRPC Rule 6.1:Pro Bono Public Service
 …A lawyer should render public interest legal service. A lawyer may 

discharge this responsibility by providing professional services at no fee 
or a reduced fee to persons with limited means, or to public service or 
charitable groups or organizations. A lawyer may also discharge this 
responsibility by service and activities for improving the law, the legal 
system, or the legal profession, and by fi nancial support for organizations 
that provide legal services to persons of limited means.

13. Access to Justice Fund - Michigan Residents (optional)
 Th is tax-deductible amount will be remitted to the 

Michigan State Bar Foundation’s ATJ Fund.

 Payment on an existing pledge ................................. +______

 New donation (please check one box below)
 � Endowment Fund (with tax credit) ...................... +______  
 � Endowment Fund (without tax credit) ................ +______ 
 � Operations Fund ................................................. +______ 

 For more information about these options, or if you 
want your donation to go to a specifi c organization, 
see gift or eligibility information at www.atjfund.org 
and list the name here:

 __________________________________________

14. TOTAL (pay this amount).......................$__________

State Bar of Michigan
M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C AT I O N
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