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Introduction to a Career in the Law

Why choose a career in thelaw?

Many people choose a career in law because they want to help
people. Lawyers assst people in gaining access to the justice system.
They aso hdp people understand their rights and respongibilities. Assst-
ing peoplein thisway can be very fulfilling. Some people choose a career
in law because they wish to go into public service and possibly run for
public office someday. The law can be very interesting. Many people
enjoy using ther logicd reasoning and problem solving skills to tackle
legal problems. The legd profession is consdered to be one of the most
respectable professons in the United States, which is another factor that
draws people toward a career in law. However, it is not the right choice
for everyone. Anindividua should choose acareer inlaw becauseit suits
hisor her needs, god's, and dreams. Thisbooklet isdesigned to give some
indghtsinto law school and the possible careers that may follow.

Isthe study of law difficult?
Y es. Whatever a student’ s background has been and whatever law
school astudent attends, he or sheis
Lo

likdy tofind the study of law difficult. ¥ m
Yet, law school and the practice of %

law can be rewarding. Each day a Fyi
student or lawyer faces intellectua .fa
and ethical chalenges, with success -
depending primarily on hisor her own - )
performance. The study of law de- / / ,
mands a lot of research and study -
time, organizationd skills, hard work,

and dedication.

How many yearsislaw school?

Typicdly, if agudent enrollsfull timein law schoal, it isathree-year
commitment. Moretime may be needed if astudent attends law school on
apart-time basis.

Isthe practice of law different than how it is portrayed in movies
and on televison?

The practice of law isnot dl glamour and courtroom success. Unlike
the “lawyers’ portrayed in movies and on televison, most lawyers spend
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the mgority of their time doing legal research, writing, and case prepara-
tion outs de the courtroom out of and the spotlight.

Preparing for Law School

Arethere certain attributes and skillsthat will help a person bea
successful law student and lawyer ?

Anindividua mug be proficient in the English language and possess
strong anaytica skills. The respongble practice the law requires asirong
mora senseto meet ethicad chalenges. Organizationd skills and attention
to detall are important for successin law school and the practice of law.

Are communications skillsimportant?

Good communication kills are a must. A law student and lawyer
must possessahigh level of competency in reading, writing, spesking, and
criticd thinking.

Does law school require any particular course of study or under-
graduate major as preparation for the study of law?

No particular course of study or undergraduate major isrequired as
preparation for the study of law. A student can mgor in socid work,
biology, a foreign language, computer science, communications, educa:
tion, etc. A college student should choose amagjor or course of study not
because he or she beieves it will hep with law school admission, but
because he or sheistruly interested in that area, and it meets his or her
interests. Of coursg, it is highly desrable for sudents to have a broad
knowledge base and have taken the basic subjects such as mathematics,
English, American government, history, economics, etc.

Does a student need to take pre-law classes or attend an under -
graduate school with arecognized pre-law program?

Law schools do not recommend that a student’s mgjor be law
related. It is important that a student has a good undergraduate back-
ground and astrong, well-rounded education, which will complement law
school studies. However, students may take pre-law classes and attend
an undergraduate school with arecognized pre-law program.



Isabachelor’sdegree from a college or university required to en-
roll in law school?

The majority of law schools require a person to have earned a
bachelor’ sdegree from acollege or university to attend law school. A few
schools may only require an associate' s degree or 90 credit hours of col-
legeto enrall, but it is generally agood idea to earn afour-year degree.

Does a person have to begin law school directly after completing
under graduate studies?

If aperson hasor developsatrue de-
dre to study the law, he or she can attend
law school a any time. Thereisno right or
wrong time; it is a persond decison. Law
students represent a wide range of back-
groundsand various ages. They arerecent
college graduates, homemakers, engineers,
retirees, socia workers, teachers, nurses,
law enforcement officers, etc. Some studentsjuggle acareer and/or fam-
ily life with the rigors of law school. Many students iill choose to go
directly to law school after finishing their undergraduate studies. How-
ever, it may suit the needs or interests of some individuds to take time
between degrees. Work experience may help aperson develop attributes,
such as regpongbility, maturity, initiative, and management and organiza:
tiona skills, which better prepare a student to ded with the demands of
law schooal.

Mus a sudent attend law school on a full-time bassduring the day?

Generdly, students attend law school on afull-time basis during the
day. However, to accommodeate the various needs and backgrounds of
students, some law schools offer evening classes and part-time schedules.
Some law schools have summer terms and some even dlow students to
begin law schoal during the summer. Before applying to alaw schoal, a
student should inquire whether a particular law school offers schedulesto
meet his or her needs.
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Selecting a Law School to Meet an Individual’'s
Needs and Interests

Arepublications or guidesavailablethat list U.S. law schools?

Yes. The mogt popular guide is “The Officid Guide to U.S. Law
Schoals” published by the Law School Admisson Council. This guide
contains information on each American Bar Association (ABA) accred-
ited law school. A student can find copies of this guide in bookstores,
libraries, academic counsdling offices, and admisson offices of law schools
A person may order a copy from:

Law School Admission Coundil
Box 2000

661 Penn Street

Newtown, PA 19090

(215) 968-1001
http://mww.lsac.org

There are dso a variety of other law school guides available. Con-
tact aschool counsding office or the admissions office of alaw school for

information about other guides.

Dolaw schoolspublish cataloguesor bulletinswith infor mation about
their school and programs?

For additiona information about particular law schools, a student
should contact the school itself and request a copy of its catalogue or
bulletin. After reviewing the information contained in the catd ogue, a Su-
dent should contact the school and request to meet with its admission
officids and schedule atour of its campus. When touring the campus, a
udent and his or her family should take the time to tak with current
sudents and faculty, and venture into the surrounding community to make
sure that the school and community meets his or her needs and interests.
Law schoal isafarly lengthy commitment and a student should fed com-
fortable and happy in his or her environment.



What are some of the factors a prospective student should
consider when selecting a law school ?
A student should consider the following factors:

admission standards
law curriculum and dectives
gpecid programs and concentrations, i.e., Environmenta
Law Indtitute, Intelectud Property Ingtitute, International
Law Program
faculty qudifications and ratio of faculty to sSudents
class schedules (part-time enrollment, summer terms, and
evening classes)
tuition, scholarships and other costs
geographicd location and community opportunities
on-campus and off-campus environment
student clubs, associations, and other extracurricular
activities
career and counsdling services
overseas study opportunities
on- and off- campus housing
transportation and parking
Honors Program
work opportunities - clinica offerings and externships
library collection and physica environment
services for gudents with disabilities
aumni ectivities
reputation of the school
Sze of student body
fadilitiesand class Szes

What arethelaw schoolsin Michigan?
There are Six law schools located in Michigan. They are;

Ave Maria School of Law
3475 Plymouth Road

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48105
Admissions. (734) 827-8040
FAX: (734) 622-0123

http: //mmw.avemarialaw.edu
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ThomasM. Cooley Law School

217 South Capitol Avenue

P.O. Box 13038

Langng, Michigan 48901

Admissions: (517) 371-5140 ext. 461 or (800) 874-3511
FAX (517) 334-5718

email: admissions@cooley.edu

http: //Amww.cooley.edu

three 15-week terms

September, January, and May enrollments
full and part time programs

day, evening, and weekend schedules

Michigan State University
Detroit College of Law

3 64 Law College Building

Eagt Lansing, Michigan 48824-1300
Admissions. (517) 432-0222 or (800) 844-9352
FAX (517) 432-0098

e-mall: dcl @msu.edu
http://mww.dcl.edu

day and evening schedules

semester schedule

full and part time programs

summer term

August and September enrollments

University of Detroit Mercy
School of Law

651 East Jefferson

Detroit, Michigan 48226
Admissions: (313) 596-0264
FAX (313) 596-0280

E-mail: udmlawao@udmercy.edu
http: //Aww.law.udmer cy.edu
day and evening schedules

full and part time programs
semester schedule

summer term

May and September enrollments



University of Michigan Law School
Hutchins Hall

625 South State Street

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-1215
Admissions. (734) 764-0537

FAX: (734) 647-3218

E-mail: law.jd.admissions@umich.edu
http: //mww.law.umich.edu

full-time program only

semester schedule

summer term

Augud enrollment

Wayne State Univer sity L aw School
468 Ferry Street

Detroit, Michigan 48202
Admissions. (313) 577-3937
FAX: (313) 577-9016
http: //mww.law.wayne.edu
day and evening schedules
semester schedule

summer term

part-time evening program
Augug enrollment

Applying to Law School

Do law schools char ge application fees and special fees?

Yes. Law schools charge application fees, which are typicdly non-
refundable. Presently, gpplication fees range from $20to $100.00 per
gpplication. An gpplicant should thoroughly research the law schools that
he or she is interested in atending before submitting applications other-
wise, it becomes cogtly. In addition, upon acceptance, an applicant may
aso be required to make a non-refundable enrollment fee or admission
deposit, which is credited toward tuition.

How does a per son abtain an application for law school admisson?

An individud should contact an academic guidance counselor at
college or a law school admissions office to obtain a copy of the law
school’ s catal ogue and application. An gpplicant should make sure he or
she understands the gpplication process and what information and docu-
ments are needed. Asking questionsis important.
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What arethekeysto preparing a successful law school application?

An gpplicant needs to demondtrate professondism, strong organi-
zationd and language kills, and neatness. Spelling and grammar arehighly
important. Anindividua should proofread the application so that itiswith-
out errors. Furthermore, an applicant should respond to al questions on
every pat of the gpplication. Persond information, community service
and godls, could become deciding factors so emphasize carein thewriting
process.

An applicant should respond honestly and fully to the questions, even
the onesthat may ask for the disclosure of prior school disciplinary action
or crimind convictions. If anindividud failsto disclose such information,
it may surface at some later date and jeopardize or end his or her legd
education or career in the law. Most law schools will ook with disfavor
upon disclosures made after a student is enrolled. Law schools take stu-
dents gpplications very srioudy.

Timeinessis aso a key factor. An gpplicant must submit his or her
goplication on time. Anindividua should not wait until the last minute to
complete or proofread the application. If an applicant isaborderline can-
didate for admission, the applicant islesslikely to be accepted if heor she
missed the deadline.

What isinvolved in the appli-
cation process?

The gpplication process may
vay dightly from schoal to schodl,
but typicaly law schoolsrequirethet
the gpplicant does the fallowing:

Take the Law School
Admisson Tes (LSAT), whichis
agtandardized test required of dl
American Bar Association (ABA)
approved law schoolsand many non-ABA approved law schools. (More
detail is provided on the LSAT in the next section of this booklet.)

- Regiger with the Law School Data Assembly Service (LSDAYS),
which summarizes an gpplicant’ s undergraduate transcripts and prepares
areport for the law schools. (Undergraduate transcripts are sent directly
to the LSDAS))

- Complete an gpplication form and pay an gpplication fee.




- Provide aletter(s) of recommendation(s) from a college profes-
sor or other person, who is familiar with the gpplicant’ s academic back-
ground or character.

- Submit undergraduate and graduate school transcripts.

Some law schoolsrequire apersond statement to be written by the
goplicant regarding his or her interests, experiences, or other unusud cir-
cumstances.

Do law schools have “waiting lists” for admission?
Some law schools have waiting ligts, which may be used when a

school has more qudified gpplicants than spaces available in the next class
of students.

Can a person apply for law school now, but postpone enrollment
until another year?

Some law schools offer “deferred admisson.” Usudly a deferment
isgranted for a period no longer than two years. Normally, if adeferment
is requested, the gpplicant is required to provide an explanation of the
reason(s) for the request. Check with the admissions office before an
goplication is submitted to determine whether the law school has such a

policy.
Preparing for Law School

What isthe Law School Admission Test (LSAT)?

The Law School Admisson Test isahdf day sandardized test re-
quired by virtudly dl lawv schools for admisson. The LSAT is usudly
adminigtered in June, October, December, and February at various Sites
throughout the United States. The American Bar Association (ABA) ac-
creditation of alaw program requiresthat the test be taken by prospective
gudents. Michigan law schools require and utilize the LSAT as a mgor
factor in selecting sudents.

Themgority of law schools require that the LSAT be taken by De-
cember for admissoninthefollowing fal. However, it isbest for prospec-
tive students to take the test earlier in June or October.

Many law schoolsuse afairly grict formulato determine the mgor-
ity of applicants who are accepted for admission; an gpplicant’'s LSAT
score is combined with his or her undergraduate GPA. Each law school
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utilizes aformula, which affords different weight to the various factors.

The LSAT is samilar to multiple choice tests an individud has taken
throughout his or her academic career. However, it is more difficult and
the pool of test-takers is composed of people who usualy have scored
well on earlier tests. Therearefour 45-minute sectionsand one 30-minute
writing section.

All of the factud information an individua needs to know is con-
tained in the body of the test. Featured assessment areas include: reading
and comprehension of complex text, management and organization of in-
formation, andyss of information to reach conclusions, and logica rea
soning. Whilethese areas are essentid to successinlaw school, the LSAT
isonly an eadly quantified method of predicting who will farewell, it isnot
the sole means nor is it absolutdy infdlible.

What can be doneto preparefor the LSAT?

If thistype of test intimidatesan individud, it may be prudent for that
person to consider taking a preparatory course. These courses are often
available & community continuing education, extenson programs, or &
local colleges. There are numerous private preparatory courses as well.
These vary in price and ingructiond methods. Classes may involve live
ingtructors, tapes, smulated tests, and independent sdlf-testing.

If cost isaconcern and aperson hasdonewd| on smilar testsin the
past, he or she should obtain a LSAT guide, which is available a most
large or college bookstores. Such a guide will describe the nature of the
questions and provide numerous sample questions. The LSAT adminis-
tratorswill dso provide afree copy of an old test asasample. Additiond
prior tests can aso be ordered for alow cost.

Thebest preparation for the LSAT isfor anindividud to do practice
questions. Practice tests will sharpen timing of the actua test, lessen fear
of the unknown, increase and quicken the ability to diminate incorrect
answers, and heighten the sense of what is the correct answer.

Where can aLSAT application be obtained?

LSAT applications can be obtained from any law school admissons
office or from the career services offices of many colleges and univers-
ties. If these sources are not readily available, then cdl or write:

Law School Admission Council, Box 2000

661 Penn Street, Newtown, PA 19090

(215) 968-1001, http://mmw.lsac.org
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Financing Law School

How does an individual pay for law school?

Law school isan expengve investment. Law students must not only
pay tuition, which can be a Szeable amount, but purchase text books,
which is more costly than for typica undergraduate studies. In addition,
studentsmay haveto pay for room, board, and other miscellaneousitems.
Tuition varies from law school to law school and from yeer to year. Law
sudents typicaly finance their legal education through student loans and
private or public scholarships. Sometimes employers offer tuition support
programs or community organizations provide scholarships. Some law
schools offer low-interest |oan programs, various scholarships, and tuition
grants. Theloan officer may dso be familiar with the variety of assstance
available to law students such as governmenta assstance in the form of
work-study, low-income tuition grants, etc. Before applying, an indi-
vidua consdering law school should contact thefinancid aid offices of the
law schools he or she is consdering attending for information and alist of
resources.

The First Year of Law School

Isthefirst year of law school really difficult?

According to most second- and third-year law students, the first
year of law schooal isthe toughest. Thefirst year of law schoal is probably
different than anything the law student will have experienced previoudy in
his or her life. The first year of law school is an adjusment because the
study habitsthat thelaw student used in undergraduate school may not be
ashdpful inlaw school. Thisisnot to say thet the law student’ s previous
study habits should be discarded. However, the way that the law is often
taught dictates some changes may need to be made in study habits.

Dofirst year law students get to choose their classes?
Firg year law students do not get to choose their classes because
every law school has required coursesthefirst yesar.

How does a law student deter mine what elective classesto take?
The law student may select eective classesin the second and third
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year that are in areas of particular interest to the law student. The law
student may also select classesin the areas that are on the bar examina
tion, which isthe licenang exam for lavyersin every sate and the Didtrict
of Columbia. It is advised that the law student take some of the classes
that are topics on the bar examination, even if those areas are not of
interest to the law student. It isalot easier to learn acomplex areaof the
law during an entire semedter, rather than trying to “cram” for the bar
examination.

How do professorsteach the law?

There are two common methods of teaching law. Thefirs methodis
the case study method. Most legal textbooks have cases that have raised
legd and theoretica questionsfor courts, legidatures, and scholarsto solve.
Law students ponder and discussthese casesin the classroom. The cases
are published in an abbreviated format alowing the students to concen-
trate on the more important aspects of the case. The second method that
professors use is the Socratic Method. The professor determines where
the student’s knowledge is as a sarting point, then through a series of
small steps, advances the knowledge. The case study method and the
Socratic Method are not mutually exclusive and professors may practice
amixture of both methods.

Isit important to preparefor class?

Itisextremely important to prepare for class becauseit isdifficult to
catch up if one gets behind. Each class builds upon the previous class.
The law student needs to attend dl classes, having read and prepared
beforehand, and then go back over the materid and make outlines of
cases and class notes after the class concludes. Thistype of sudying is
helpful in building one' s knowledge of the law.

I's there really one examination for each class for the entire se-
mester ?

Usudly, the professor only gives onefind examination a the end of
the semester, however, many classesare moving to having amid-term and
afind examinaion. This examination isthe only opportunity for the law
student to demonstrate knowledge of a particular subject areaand thusis
the only opportunity to achieveagood grade. Often, thefind examination
isgiven in essay form. The law student is expected to use the I.R.A.C.
method to answer the essay questions. The |.R.A.C. method consgts of

13



identifying ISSUES, identifying the legdl RULES that apply to the issues,
ANALY ZING thoseissues and how the rules apply to them, and drawing
CONCLUSIONS about the issues.

Doesthelaw school offer any help to first-year law students when
they aretrying to adjust?

Mog law schools offer an orientation program, which is often agood
sourceof hdpful information. Orientation alowsthe sudentsto meet upper
classsudentsand professors. During orientation, aswell asthe throughout
thefirgt year of law school, there are often programsthat hel p students del
with time management, stress, and course preparation.

| stime management important?

Time management is very important because the firg-year law stu-
dent is trying to juggle severd difficult classes. Many law students dso
have family commitments and outsde interests. Many experts point out
thet the law student and his or her immediate family must equaly under-
stand how law school will affect family lifeand asocid life. Law school is
more than just having a40 hour per week job. Because law school leads
thelaw student to hisor her life scareer, performancein law school needs
to bethe priority. However, this priority does not need to beto the exclu-
son of family and friends, because the law student needs their support
and they need hisor hers.

How do law students deal with the stress?

Many law sudentsexerciseregularly. Physicd fitnesssupportsmenta
preparedness and can keep the study bresk snacks from causing weight
gain. Itisgood to plan time to escape and exercise one s body instead of
onegsmind. Most campuses have excdlent fitness facilities. Some stu-
dents have afavorite hobby thet they set alittletime asidefor every week.
Other students make time for family and friends outside the law school
amosphere.

Do first-year law students have jobs?

Most law schools discourage law students from working because it
isstrongly desired that the law students use most of their timefor studying.
Infact, most law schools prohibit working more than a certain number of
hours a week by full-time law students. This often means that the law
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students may only work at an on-campus work-study job for no more
than 10 to 15 hours per week. Part-time law students are alowed to
have afull-timejob outside law school. However, being a part-time stu-
dent usualy means that the law student has to attend law school for four
yearsingtead of three.

Can law students be involved in extra-curricular activities?

Law students are encouraged to get involved in extra-curricular ac-
tivitiesthat are offered a their law school. Extra-curricular activitiescover
many different kinds of interests, and most sudents can find a group to
join. Someexamplesarelaw reviews, journds, newspapers, Moot Court;
National Association of Public Interest Law (NAPIL) affiliates; groups
for sudents interested in various areas of the law, i.e. compute, crimind,
entertainment, environmentd, or family law; legd fraternities; associations
for law students who are women, Asan Americans, African Americans,
Latinos, Native Americans, gay and lesbian, and married law students.
Participation in extra-curricular activities demondrates that the law stu-
dent is involved in the law school community and is leading a balanced
lifestyle. Many employerswant law studentsthat areinvolved in activities
related to an area of employment because the involvement shows agenu-
ineinterest in the area,

Can law students get internshipsin areas of interest to them?
During the second and third years of law school, law students are
encouraged to get externships (dlows for class credit instead of taking a
class) or internships (no class credit isgiven). Externships and internships
dlow law studentsto get experience. Many law schools offer clinica ex-
periences that dlow the law students to represent low-income clients in
avil or cimind matters. The $u-
dents represent clients under the
watchful eye of experienced attor-
ney supervisors. These very vau-
able experiences make the law stu-
dentsextremdy marketable. These
experiences dso provide law Stu-
dentswith contactsin thefieldsthat
they areinterested in pursuing when
they finish law school.  Externships, internships and clinical experiences
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dso demongrate that the law student iswell-balanced and that he or she
isnot studying dl of thetime.

Career Options for Lawyers

Arethere many career optionsfor lawyers?

Thereare countless carearsfor lavyers. Televison dramasand novels
do not come close to representing the possibilities available to attorneys.
Theskillsdeveloped in law school not only gpply to jobsinthefield of law
itsdf but in other fildsas wdll. Getting alaw degree can be a launching
pad into other fields, such aspublic service, busness, or education. Some-
times, people who aready have a career choose to go to law schoal in
order to enhance their knowledge so that they can be more effective in
their current jobs.

What are some common areas of legal practice?

- Avidion lav
Bankruptcy
Civil Rights
Computer Law
Corporate Law
Crimind Law
Employment/Labor Law
Entertainment Law
Environmentd Law
Family Lav/Domegtic Relations
Hedth Law
Immigration Law
Insurance Law
Intellectual Property Law
International Law
Land Use and Zoning
Landlord and Tenant Law
Negligence and Persond Injury
Property Law
Probate, Trust, and Estate Law
Public Interest/Poverty Law
Public Sector/Municipa Law
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School Law

Senior Law

Socia Security

Taxation

Wdfar eLaw
Worker's Compensation

Do somelawyerswor k for companies?

A lawyer can work for companiesin the area of corporate lav. A
corporate “in housg’ lawyer places the lawyer within the businessthat he
or sheisrepresenting as an employee. A corporate lawyer only has one
client—hisor her employer. Thelawyer isresponsblefor handling every-
thing from employee disputes to tax issues. The corporate lawyer isaso
respongble for finding an outside law firm to assst when the need arises,
such aswhen thelegd areais outsde the scope of the corporate lavyer’s
expertise. A corporate lawyer usudly has regular business hours and a
benefits package, dong with asdary. A corporate lawvyer may work in a
for profit setting such as a company, or in anon-profit setting, such asa
school system.

Do lawyerswork for other lawyers?

Lawyers often work for other lawyersin the context of thelaw firm.
Law firms may be very large (severa hundred lawyers), or may be very
gmdl (lessthan five lawyers). Sometimes law firms specidize in specific
areas of thelaw. Other times, law firms have some lawyers who specid-
izein different aress. In thisway, the same law firm may be ableto offer a
wider variety of servicesto one client. Lawyers are usudly hired into a
law firm a an entry-level position, referred to as an associate, which is
sdaried and hasabenefitspackage. After awhile, theentry-leve lawyers
can drive to achieve partnership status. A partner in the law firm has a
greater economic investment in the law firm because he or sheisan actud
shareholder or owner of the law firm. Partners dso have avote in man-
agement decisons and have the responghility of bringing in new dients
and assuring the profitability of the law firm. Often, lawvyerswho work in
law firms work many hours in the evening and on the weekend. The
younger lawyers do thisto demondrate their commitment to the law firm.
The partners do this because they are the owners.
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Do lawyersever work for the government?

Lawyerswork for the government in avariety of capecities. A law-
yer may work asa prosecuting attorney, who protectsthe rights of society
by establishing the guilt of criminals and arguing for punishment that will
deter smilar crimind acts. On the other Sde, the Sixth Amendment of the
United States Congtitution protects the right of a person accused of a
crimeto have alawyer. Sometimes the state paysfor that lawyer, apublic
defender. The public defender pro-
tects the rights of the accused crimi-
na and makes certain that the trid is
far. A lawvyer may aso work for the
government as ajudge, who is either
gppointed or is dected by the voting
public. Oftenajudgeissomeonewho
has a good amount of experience
practicing law. Usudly, ajudge needs
aclerk toassst himor her. Often, judge sclerksarenew lawyersand are
chosen by the judge for aone- or two-year term to assst the judge in
writing opinions and in performing legd research. A lawyer may dso
work for agovernmenta agency or department, interpreting the laws and
writing regulations that are consstent with those laws. The Federd Bu-
reau of Investigation (FBI), Centrd Intelligence Agency (CIA), and other
amilar agencies often hire lawyers. All branches of the military hire law-
yersto work within the military system of justice, which is somewnhat dif-
ferent than the civilian court sysem. Findly, alawyer may work for city
government or state government in a wide range of postions. Govern-
menta employment offers moderate incomes, good benefits packages,
and regular business hours.

Do lawyerswork for the public interest?

Lawyers who work in public interest settings make the justice sys-
tem function more equitably for al people. Public interest lawyers, or
poverty lawyers, asthey are often cdled, assst low-income people with
civil matters. Public interest lawyers often work for local legal aid offices.
Public interest lawyers help dients with family law méatters, such as di-
vorce and custody; tenant rights;, consumer problems, welfare law; and
Socid Security. Public interest lawyers often help victims of domestic
violence get ordersfrom ajudge for the abuser to leavethem aone. Pub-
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lic interest lawyers often find their jobs very rewarding because they are
helping people whom would otherwise not have access to the legd sys-
tem. Publicinterest lawvyers are not paid as much aslawyersin law firms
but are rewarded with excellent benefit packages and a regular business
hour schedule as opposed to late evenings and weekends.

Do lawyersever work on their own?

Many lawyers hang their own shinglesand go into businessfor them-
selves. Theselawyersare known assolo practitioners. Theselawyersare
often generaists, which meansthat they practicein avariety of legd areas
because they want to be ableto attract clientsand servedl of the needs of
a paticular client. For example, some generdists may practice family
law, crimind law, and probate law, which are very different specidties.
However, many solo practitioners are experienced specidists. For ex-
ample, there are solo practitionerswho specidizeinfiling gppeds. These
specidigs will take over a case dfter it has been logt a the trid leve
because they have expertise that alitigator may not have. The solo prac-
titioners have the independence of working for themsalves, but do have
the worry of getting enough dli-
ents so that they can pay for the
overhead of their practice and
have some earnings for them-
salves. It can be very rewarding
to beasolo practitioner because
s0lo practitionersareworking for : ;
themsdlves, canfashiontheir own 5 N r
niche, and can control their own ™ o\ S— g
schedules. They canreally make | Wb 9 ST
a difference for someone who
needs their help and their expertise.

Arethereother alternatives for lawyers, other than representing
clients?

Many lawyers do not represent clientsin litigation (court cases) and
have never been to court. There are many fiddsthat the lawyer’ s exper-
tise makes him or her agood candidate to work within, such as.

- employee benefits adminigration
- human resources administration
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- law librarians

- law school adminigration

- law school professors

- legd publishing

- paraegd professors

- red edtate management

- regulatory affairs'compliance monitoring
- risk management

Thislig is not exhaugtive. Often, a lawyer with a background in a
gpecific area outside the law is able to find employment using that back-
ground. In thisway, alawyer can talor his or her career to his or her
interests.

20 Law School and the Career that Follows — State Bar of Michigan



