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A View from the Chair: 
Going, Going, Gone!

Robert Fergan is Chair of 
Young Lawyers Section of 
the State Bar of Michigan. 
Mr. Fergan is an intellectual 
property attorney for the 
firm ofBrinks Hofer Gilson & 
Lione in Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan.  Robert practices pat-
ent, trademark, copyright, 
and trade secret law. He 
can be reached at
rfergan@brinkshofer.com 
or at (734) 302-6036.

No, it’s not the Tigers, but some of us are still hopeful. I feel that this 
phrase describes how this exciting bar year is progressing. First, the 

Young Lawyers Section has had some real Home Runs this year. Those 
that were able to attend our First Annual Young Lawyer Summit know 
exactly what I am talking about. What a great forum to network with 
motivated peers who are still building their list of contacts. These people 
already are or are going to be power players in the legal industry in the 
next five to ten years. There was also top shelf substantive programming 
from current heavyweights. If you missed the summit this year, read the 
summit article later in this issue and don’t miss it next year. 

In addition, we have a number of great social, community service, and 
educational events in Metro Detroit, Grand Rapids, Lansing, and Flint. 
Honestly, I can’t take the credit. The old adage is true: surround yourself 
with great people, and great things will happen. I was fortunate enough 
that you, the Young Lawyers Section, elected such a phenomenal group of 
individuals to serve on the Young Lawyers Section executive council. If you 
know or meet any of them, please let them know what a great job they are 
doing. They will “keep swinging for the fences” on your behalf.

Bernhardt D. Christenson III, Flint
Danielle Mason Anderson, Kalamazoo
Timothy Tyrone Gardner, Jr., Lansing

Erika Lynn Anderson, Saint Johns
Carlos A. Escurel, Detroit

Antoinette S. Gilbert, Detroit
Lisa J. Hamameh, Bloomfield Hills

Jennifer M. Harvey, Northville
Felicia O. Johnson, Detroit

James William Low, Southfield
Maureen M. McGinnis, Troy

Sean P. McNally, East Lansing
David R. Millar, Grand Rapids

Solon M. Phillips, Detroit
Brandy Y. Robinson, Detroit

Brent George Seitz, Troy
Bonnie R. Shaw, Ann Arbor
Hope V. Shovein, Southfield
Jessica Renee Simmons, Troy

Keith A. Wuotinen, Farmington
John J. Conway, Detroit

Robert K. Fergan, Ann Arbor

Second, the phrase “going, going, gone” applies to my time as chair 
of the section. With about three months left in the bar year, I can tell you 
this has been a great ride. If you are thinking of getting involved, please 
do. You will get twice as much out of the experience as you put in. We 
still have some great programming left this year; look for information on 
the Back to School Barbeque and other fun social events.


