If I'm fired because | have a criminal convictions. If you do not report, you could be

record, can | get c:m-.:—.u_of.:m:_.w prosecuted. If you are unsure about whether you
have to report your arrest or conviction, ask your
If you are otherwise qualified, the fact that you porty J
L. ; defense attorney. If you are not legally required to
have a criminal record won't prevent you from

getting unemployment benefits. However, if you tell your employer, it is up to you whether you do

lied on your job application or if you committed a
crime related to your job (e.g., stealing from your
employer), that could be considered misconduct.
If you commit misconduct, you cannot get
unemployment. Can | see a copy of the record the employer

used to deny me a job? Quick Guide

Got a Record? Know Your Rights

so. Before you decide, think about whether your
employer will find out anyway through a regular =
background check, and about how your employer

JUSTICE INITIATIVES

will react to the news.

What if I'm denied an occupational license
because of my record? Yes. If the employer used a credit reporting agency

, th 1 h
For some jobs, like being a barber or plumber or to get your record, the employer must show you

d before denyi job. Y
taxi driver, you need a license. If you are denied YOUT Fecord befofe cenylfig yot a Job. Tou ca

1 f b ing th
a license because of your record, you can usually also get a copy of your record by nosﬂmnﬁ._ ng the
. company that prepared the record. If mistakes on
appeal. The appeal is your chance to prove that
your record shouldn’t stop you from getting the
license. Use things like your work history, letters How can | get more information?

of recommendation, educational/vocational

the record cost you a job, contact an attorney.

For more information, go to hitp://reentry.mplp.
org. To find an attorney, contact the State Bar of
Michigan Lawyer Referral Service at (800) 968-
0738. If you cannot afford an attorney, ask to be
referred to your local legal aid office.

certificates, and volunteer activities to show you
are a good person who deserves the license. You
may want to ask an attorney for help with your

appeal.

What should | say on job
applications about my criminal record?

Be honest. Most employers do _umn_ﬁmwocsa The State Bar of Michigan Justice Initiatives Division,

checks and will ind out about your record Michigan State Bar Foundation, Grand Rapids Community

. , Foundation, and Legal Aid of Western Michigan provided
anyway. If you lie, they'll know. You can always support for the development of this brochure. Funding does
write :%nm, <<_= nxﬁ_mm?u NB& nTn: Hm:m N_UOEﬂ not annmmma_w reflect an endorsement of its content.

your record in your job interview. It's important
to have a copy of your record so that you know

exactly what your convictions were for and how fJJ”_Wu._.Jf._H

old ﬁrm% are. ATATT Har o Mirmcan

Also, read the question carefully. If it asks about RITEOAMT PRAREE TR
IR T

convictions in the last 5 years and your conviction L wes,
is 10 years old, you don’t have to include.

v Cliban g

Should I tell my employer about a

new arrest or a new conviction? This brochure can be downloaded in PDF format from the
State Bar of Michigan website at hzp:/fwww.michbar.org/
It depends. In certain fields, particularly long- programs/criminalissues.cfin.

term care and education, you are legally required

to tell your employer about certain arrests or 9122007
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