
OF INTEREST

State Bar Commission Seats
Nancy J. Diehl, Lambro Niforos, and

Hon. Cynthia D. Stephens of Detroit, Elias J.
Escobedo, Jr., of Waterford, Edward H. Pap-
pas of Bloomfield Hills, Randolph P. Piper
of Flint, and Kim Warren Eddie of Lan-
sing, have been elected to the State Bar of
Michigan’s Board of Commissioners. They
will sit on the board for three-year terms
expiring at the close of the Annual Meeting
in 2005.

Diehl, Niforos, and Stephens will repre-
sent District H (Wayne). Escobedo and Pap-
pas will represent District I (Lapeer, Oak-
land, and St. Clair). Piper will represent
District B (Bay, Genesee, Huron, Midland,
Saginaw, Sanilac, and Tuscola). Eddie will
represent District E ( Barry, Clinton, Eaton,
Gratiot, Ingham, Ionia, Livingston, Mont-
calm, and Shiawassee).

Nancy Diehl is currently a commissioner
and secretary of the State Bar. She is co-chair
of the Bar’s Access to Justice Campaign, chair
of the Commission’s Committee on Profes-
sional Standards, and serves on the Executive
Committee and Representative Assembly.
Diehl was first elected to the Commission in
1996 and has served as treasurer, chair of the
Finance, Rules, and Nominating Commit-
tees, and as a member of the Client Protec-
tion, Legislative, and Personnel Committees.
She previously served on the Representative
Assembly and as a board member of the De-
troit Metropolitan Bar Association. Cur-
rently, Diehl serves on the Governor’s Task
Force on Children’s Justice, the Board of Di-
rectors of the Guidance Center, and as chair
of the Wayne County Council Against Fam-
ily Violence. Appointed an Assistant Wayne
County Prosecutor in 1981, Diehl is now the
Chief of the Projects and Training Division.
From 1987–2001, she was Director of the
Child and Family Abuse Bureau and contin-
ues to lecture extensively on issues of family
violence on a state and national level.

Lambro Niforos is a Supervisory Attorney
with the Wayne County Corporation Coun-
sel. She has litigated extensively in the areas
of employment discrimination, personal in-
jury, state and federal civil rights, elections,
environmental law, and currently in public
health. She was admitted to the U.S. Su-
preme Court in 1989. Niforos was elected
twice to the Representative Assembly and
served on the standing committees for State
Trial Courts Administration and Judicial
Qualifications. She also co-chaired the state-
wide biennial Invitational Bench/Bar Con-
ference Planning Committee twice. She has
been a member of the Civic Searchlight ju-
dicial review panel, and board member for
Michigan Legal Services.

Cynthia D. Stephens has served as a
member of the Board of Commissioners
since 1996. She currently serves as a member
of the Executive Committee, member of the
Public Policy Committee and liaison to the
Open Justice Commission and the Judicial
Conference. She has previously chaired the
Nominating Committee. She also chaired
the Mediation Tribunal Association Board
from 1999 until 2002. By Supreme Court
appointment she has served on the Alterna-
tive Dispute Resolution Task Force, Race
Ethnic Bias Task Force, Michigan Judicial
Institute Faculty Advisory, Bench Bar Advi-
sory Committee, and the Prison Overcrowd-
ing Commission. She was elected to the 36th
District Court in 1981 and later appointed
to the Third Circuit Court bench. She has
served as the Chief Judge Pro Tempore of
that court from 1993 until 2002.

Elias J. Escobedo Jr. has been a practicing
attorney for over 15 years representing clients
in family, criminal, and juvenile matters, to
name a few. He is president of the Oakland
County Bar Association, a member of nu-
merous bar associations, and a past president
of the Hispanic Bar Association of Michigan.
Escobedo served as a Trustee on the Board of

Oakland Livingston Legal Aid and as a mem-
ber of the Saginaw Valley State University
Board of Control. He is a recipient of many
honors and received two Purple Hearts dur-
ing his service in the Vietnam War, the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal and the Viet-
nam Campaign Service Medal.

Edward H. Pappas, a former president of
the Oakland County Bar Association, has
served on the Board of Commissioners of
the State Bar of Michigan since 1999. He has
chaired various committees including the
State Bar Committee on Attorney Grievance
from 1989 until 1992; the State Bar Long
Range Planning Committee Goal Group on
Independence of the Bench and Bar in 1997,
and co-chaired the National Moot Court
Competition Committee in 1974 and 1976.
Pappas is a fellow of the Michigan State Bar
Foundation and the American Bar Associa-
tion Foundation. He currently serves as a
master in the OCBA Inn of Court and for-
merly served on the Board of Trustees of the
Oakland Mediation Center, Oakland Com-
munity College, and Oakland Livingston
Legal Aid. Pappas also chairs a panel for the
Michigan Attorney Discipline Board.

Randolph P. Piper is an attorney practic-
ing law in the mid-Michigan area with offices
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State Bar Election Results

The Board of Tellers: Peter John Kulick, chairper-
son; Ann M. Ward-Fuchs, Michael Anthony Flores.
(Behind: State Bar staff members Glenna Peters and
Karen Williams.)
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in Genesee County. He served on the Repre-
sentative Assembly prior to serving two terms
on the Board of Commissioners for the State
Bar of Michigan. He currently serves as a
member of the State Bar Finance Committee
and has completed his term as president of
the Genesee County Bar Association. He has
been a member of the State Bar of Michigan
for 29 years.

Kim Warren Eddie is currently the Assis-
tant Executive Secretary of the Prosecuting
Attorneys Coordinating Council in Lansing.
In January 1997, he was appointed by former
Attorney General Frank Kelley as Assistant
Attorney General assigned to the Criminal
Division. Prior to that, he spent 23 years in
the Ingham County Prosecuting Attorney’s
Office where he became Chief Assistant Pros-
ecuting Attorney in 1981. Eddie has been
elected twice to the State Bar Board of Com-
missioners and to the Representative Assem-
bly. He also served twice in the Bar’s Crimi-
nal Law Council. He lectures extensively at
various criminal law organizations and col-
leges in the Lansing area.

The State Bar’s Board of Commissioners
acts as the primary managing body for the
Bar. It also sets State Bar policy between
meetings of the Representative Assembly.
Twenty members are elected from districts
apportioned based on lawyer population.
Other members include three Representative
Assembly officers, five members appointed
by the Supreme Court, and three officers of
the Young Lawyers Section.

Judicial Tenure Commission 
and Representative Assembly

The Board of Tellers has verified election
results for the Judicial Tenure Commission
and Representative Assembly. The results are
as follows:

Carole L. Chiamp of Detroit was elected
to the Judicial Tenure Commission by a ma-
jority of votes for a three-year term com-
mencing January 1, 2003 and expiring De-
cember 31, 2005.

There were elections in 22 Representative
Assembly circuits. Elected were:

3rd Judicial Circuit—
Wayne County
Matthew R. Abel, Detroit
Deborah K. Blair, Detroit

Rodrick K. Green, Detroit
Susan Licata Haroutunian, Detroit
Elizabeth Moehle Johnson, Plymouth
Barbara L. McQuade, Detroit
Donald C. Morgan, Plymouth
David A. Perkins, Detroit
Maria A. Petito, Detroit
Vincent A. Romano, Grosse Pointe Park
Dennis M. Taubitz, Detroit
Vincent J. Toussaint, Detroit

6th Judicial Circuit—
Oakland County
Joseph C. Bird, Troy
Christa L. Coxon, Southfield
Steven A. Drakos, Lake Orion
Robert L. Gariepy, Bloomfield Hills
Randall J. Gillary, Troy
Alan M. Kanter, Bloomfield Hills
William G. Pierson, Pontiac
Marcia Cynthia Ross, Farmington Hills
Steven L. Rotenberg, Bingham Farms
Arthur R. Spears, Jr., Pontiac

7th Judicial Circuit—
Genesee County
H. William Reising, Flint

9th Judicial Circuit—
Kalamazoo County
Gary C. Giguere, Jr., Kalamazoo
Barbara S. Weintraub, Kalamazoo

10th Judicial Circuit—
Saginaw County
Judith A. Lincoln, Saginaw
Terri L. Stangl, Saginaw

16th Judicial Circuit—
Macomb County
James T. Hogan, Mount Clemens

17th Judicial Circuit—Kent County
Kevin R. Floyd, Grand Rapids
Elizabeth A. Jamieson, Grand Rapids
Jason S. Schnelker, Grand Rapids

19th Judicial Circuit—Benzie and
Manistee Counties
John B. Daugherty, Beulah

21st Judicial Circuit—
Isabella County
Mark H. Duthie, Mt. Pleasant

22nd Judicial Circuit—
Washtenaw County
JoAnne Barron, Ann Arbor
Lori A. Buiteweg, Ann Arbor

25th Judicial Circuit—
Marquette County
Jennifer A. Mazzuchi, Marquette
Lynn A. Moon, Marquette

26th Judicial Circuit—
Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency 
and Presque Isle Counties
Thomas E. Evans, Atlanta

30th Judicial Circuit—
Ingham County
Michael J. Pelot, Lansing
Laurin’ C. Roberts Thomas, Lansing

33rd Judicial Circuit—
Charlevoix County
John A. Jarema, Charlevoix

37th Judicial Circuit—
Calhoun County
Jennifer L. Schrand, Battle Creek

38th Judicial Circuit—
Monroe County
Timothy J. Laitur, Monroe

47th Judicial Circuit—Delta County
Victoria A. Radke, Escanaba

49th Judicial Circuit—Mecosta and
Osceola Counties
Kenneth P. Walz, Big Rapids

50th Judicial Circuit—
Chippewa and Mackinac Counties
Leanne Barnes Deuman, Sault Ste. Marie

51st Judicial Circuit—
Lake and Mason Counties
Jeffrey C. Nellis, Ludington

52nd Judicial Circuit—
Huron County
David B. Herrington, Bad Axe

54th Judicial Circuit—
Tuscola County
Amy Grace Gierhart, Caro


