
2005–2006 State Bar Board of Commissioners
Left to right, seated: Jeff Kirkey, Edward Pappas, Kimberly Cahill, Thomas Cranmer, Ronald Keefe, Charles Toy, and 

Lori Buiteweg. Standing, left to right: Gregory Ulrich, Michael Hohauser, Scott Strattard, Margaret Costello, Craig Lubben,

Julie Fershtman, Robert Gardella, Lambro Niforos, Richard Cunningham, Edward Haroutunian, Angelique Strong Marks,

W. Anthony Jenkins, Allyn Kantor, Deborah Walling, Laurin’ Roberts Thomas, Rodger Young, Richard McLellan, Kurt Schnelz, 

Bruce Courtade, Francine Cullari, Kiffi Ford, and John Conway. Not pictured: Brian Einhorn, Elias Escobedo, Jr., and 

Hon. William Murphy. (Photo by Douglas Elbinger)
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Interested in Being UpFront?
The news, people, and events featured on this
page attract notice. If you’d like to share news
of an interesting event or law-related news, send
us a few lines (not to exceed 150 words) and in-
clude a photograph or high-quality digital image.
We reserve the right to edit all submissions for
clarity, and the right to decline to publish. Please
submit your news to: Naseem Stecker, State Bar
of Michigan, 306 Townsend Street, Lansing, MI
48933; e-mail nstecker@mail.michbar.org; phone
(517) 367-6428.

BOC Executive Committee
Left to right, seated: Kimberly Cahill (president-elect), Thomas Cranmer (president),

Ronald Keefe (vice-president), and Julie Fershtman. Standing, left to right: Edward

Pappas (secretary), Edward Haroutunian (Representative Assembly vice-chair),

W. Anthony Jenkins, Richard McLellan, Charles Toy (treasurer) and Lori Buiteweg

(Representative Assembly chairperson). (Photo by Douglas Elbinger)

With Naseem Stecker
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G eneral Motors attorney Steven
J. Cernak (left) gave advice,

lots of it, to Victoria Lumpkin and
Glenn Hodges of Beulah Com-
munity Services of Detroit on Feb-
ruary 3 at a ‘‘Pro Bono Bowl’’
organized by Community Legal
Resources (CLR). The event at
Youthville Detroit gave CLR clients
a free one-on-one audit with at-
torneys. Nonprofit organizations
that attended learned how recent
changes in the law affected them

and were able to check key documentation and get answers to issues such as structure and in-
surance. CLR provides free legal services to Michigan nonprofits by linking them with pro bono
lawyers. Since 1998, more than $5 million in free legal services has been generated by hun-
dreds of volunteer lawyers from major Detroit-area law firms helping nonprofits build affordable
housing, operate job training and youth programs, and feed and shelter the homeless.

Attorneys from GM 

who participated in the 

“Pro Bono Bowl” were:

(L–R) Renee J. Phillips,

Joyce S. Kornbluh, 

CLR Executive Director

Angela Zemboy, 

Steven J. Cernak, and

Anthony P. Thrubis. 

(Courtesy photos)

Lawyers Connect with
Communities in Pro Bono Bowl

S ave Monday, May 1 for a special Law Day
luncheon and celebration at the Hall of Jus-

tice in Lansing. The Michigan Lawyers Auxiliary
and the State Bar of Michigan will host this event
to honor Law Day essay contest winners who
wrote on the topic, “Liberty Under Law: Separate
Branches, Balanced Powers.” The Crystal Apple
teacher winner will also be recognized. The guest
speaker will be Michigan Supreme Court Justice
Marilyn Kelly. Law Day will begin with a tour of
the Hall of Justice Learning Center at 10:30 a.m.,
followed by the luncheon at 11:30 a.m. A tour of
the Capitol will take place at 2:45 p.m. Please
RSVP by April 29 to Julie Turcotte at the State Bar
at (517) 346-6318 or jturcotte@mail.michbar.org.

An Invitation to 
Law Day 2006

Justice Marilyn Kelly
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