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A pox on pursuant to
BY IAN LEWENSTEIN

PLAIN LANGUAGE

“Plain Language,” edited by Joseph Kimble, has been a regular feature of the Michigan Bar Journal for nearly 40 years. To contribute an article, contact Prof. 
Kimble at WMU–Cooley Law School, 300 S. Capitol Ave., Lansing, MI 48933, or at kimblej@cooley.edu. For an index of past columns, visit www.michbar.
org/plainlanguage.

ENDNOTES
1. Kimble, A Pox on Prior To, 83 Mich B J 48 (June 2004).
2. This pox should extend to Minnesota, where the noxious phrase appears in 4,190 
documents (not per instance) in Minnesota Statutes and in 1,301 documents in 
Minnesota Rules. Online search conducted May 15, 2023. <https://www.revisor.
mn.gov/search/?stat=1&laws=1&rule=1>.

In June 2004, this column emphatically declared a pox on prior to.1 
Almost 20 years later, it’s long past time to extend the pox to the 
ubiquitous pursuant to.2
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