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State Bar of Michigan | 2016-2017 COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT

Article VI § 6, Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan

No later than May 1 of each year, the chair of each committee and sub entity of the Bar, with the assistance of the staff
liaison, shall report to the Executive Director on a form provided by the State Bar on the activities and accomplishments of
the committee or sub entity.

Civil Procedure and Courts

Jurisdiction:

Chair
P51317

Member

- Review proposed court rules and statutes related to civil practice in the courts and make
recommendations concerning improvements in the administration, organization, and operation of
Michigan state courts.

Karen H. Safran

Carson Fischer PLC

4111 Andover Rd F12

West Bldg

Bloomfield Hills MI 48302-1909
Phone: (248) 644-4840

Fax: (248) 644-1832

e-mail: ksafran@carsonfischer.com

Term Endine: 2017

P34225
P64680
P34492
P55180
P48109
P51317
P59649

Daniel J. Bernard, Clinton Township
Pamela C. Dausman, Lansing
Kenneth B. Morgan, Bloomfield Hills
Marcileen C. Pruitt, Southfield
Daniel D. Quick, Troy

Karen H. Safran, Bloomfield Hills
George M. Strander, Lansing

Term Endino: 2018

P73324
P33366
P72367
P66292
P41613
P71282

Alari Kristina Adams, Detroit
Thomas H. Bannigan, Detroit
Tobijah B. Koenig, Grand Rapids
Sean P. McNally, Southfield

Alan R. Sullivan, Bay City
Matthew Arthur Tarrant, Saginaw

Term Endino: 2019

P61545
P74222
P34150
P55480
P31139
P69751
P58546
P48783
P76022

Advisor
P30246
P43509
P57556

Nicholas S. Ayoub, Grand Rapids
Elisa M. Gomez, Detroit

Ann Victoria Hopcroft, Oscoda
Joey Scott Niskar, Farmington Hills
Gary R. Peterson, Portage

Thomas Daniel Siver, Grand Rapids
Victoria A. Valentine, Pontiac

Peter H. Webster, Troy

Lyonel Evans Woolley, Lansing

Richard D. Bisio, Troy
Lori J. Frank, Southfield
Randy J. Wallace, Berkley

State Bar Liaison

Peter Cunningham, Lansing
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P79603 Kathryn Hennessey, Lansing

State Bar Liaison Assistant
Carrie Sharlow, Lansing
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Committee Meeting Schedule:
Please attach any additional information needed regarding Committee meetings as an addendum.
*Please keep meeting descriptions brief.

Meeting Type | Date | Location |

Meeting Type Regularly scheduled meeting ‘ 5/14/16 ‘ Troy, Michigan

Description

Meeting Type Specially scheduled meeting to discuss item in advance of Board ‘ 10/25/16 ‘ Teleconference

Description

Meeting Type Regularly scheduled meeting ‘ 1/21/17 ‘ Troy, Michigan

Description

Meeting Type ‘ ‘
Description

Meeting Type ‘ ‘
Description

Meeting Type ‘ ‘
Description

Reset Section

Resources provided by the State Bar of Michigan in support of committee work:

The Civil Procedure & Courts Committee receives the following support from State Bar of Michigan
(SBM):

-- Financial support is provided in the SBM budget under Governmental Relations. SBM provides the
teleconference details, as well as meeting refreshments for in-person meetings.

-- Governmental Relations staff provides administrative support for the Committee, including polling
for meeting dates and times and scheduling meetings, drafting agendas and meeting minutes,
compiling a printed agenda book for the meetings, and circulating materials.

-- Staff refer relevant legislation and proposed court rule amendments to the Committee for its
review and consideration. The agenda book for meetings includes staff research on the items, along
with background materials and information to assist in the Committee's discuss.

-- Staff assist in drafting the Committee's public policy position statements for consideration by the
SBM Board of Commissioners.
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Committee Activities:

Civil Procedure and Courts Committee is comprised of dedicated leaders of the law in diverse
practice settings and areas. These members meet on Saturdays for two hours in Troy, and most
travel the distance to be there in person. Committees members come prepared and with additional
materials.

Over the course of three meetings, the Committee discussed eleven proposed court rule
amendments and one piece of legislation.

The Committee regularly offers recommendations on proposed court rule amendments published by
the Michigan Supreme Court, and the Committee's recommendations are frequently adopted by the
SBM Board of Commissioners.

For example, the Committee recommended two specific amendments to ADM File No. 2015-02, both
of which were expressly mentioned in the State Bar's letter to the Court.

After discussing ADM File No. 2016-40 at its January meeting, the Committee formed a
subcommittee to discuss the amendments to MCR 2.625 and 3.101 in great detail and provided a
five page memo for consideration by the Board of Commissioners. This detailed recommendation
was adopted by the Board as the official position of the State Bar.
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Future Goals and Activities:

The Committee will continue reviewing proposed court rule amendments and legislation that fall under

its jurisdiction. As the need and opportunity arises, the Committee may proposed new court rule
amendments for presentation before the Representative Assembly.
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Approved by Approved | Name
Chair

Co-chair

Staff Liaison
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