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Article VI § 6, Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan
No later than May 1 of each year, the chair of each committee and sub entity of the Bar, with the assistance of the staff 
liaison, shall report to the Executive Director on a form provided by the State Bar on the activities and accomplishments of 
the committee or sub entity.

Domestic Violence
Jurisdiction: · Make recommendations to increase attorney awareness of domestic violence.

· Make recommendations and encourage training of attorneys and judges on legal remedies and 
community resources for victims of domestic violence.
· Develop and distribute legal resources involving domestic violence and victims' access to the legal 
process. 
· Assist in the coordination of domestic violence programs and activities in Michigan.
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Committee Meeting Schedule: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding Committee meetings as an addendum. 
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Resources provided by the State Bar of Michigan in support of committee work: 

 Future Goals and Activities:   
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Committee Activities:  
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Other Information:  
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	Committee Meeting Schedule:

	Description_3: 
	Description_4: 
	Description_5: 
	Description_6: 
	Resources provided by the State Bar of Michigan in support of committee work: The State Bar of Michigan provides the Standing Committee on Domestic Violence with staff support and a modest budget to facilitate projects, trainings, and meetings.
	Committee Activities: • Pro Bono Family Law Training – October 2017
The committee plans to conduct a pro bono training for attorneys who are new to the area of domestic violence family law in October 2017.  Proposed subject matter of the training will include, but not be limited to, how to conduct the initial client interview with DV survivors, substantive legal issues, initial pleadings and service, pre-trial and trial practice, and trauma informed practice.  In exchange for the free training, attorneys will agree to handle a domestic violence family law case, referred from their local legal aid organization, on a pro bono basis.  

• Webinars
The DV Committee is reviewing training options to be provided by webinar to Michigan attorneys handling domestic violence family law cases.  Webinar topics may include Trauma Informed Practice, Personal Protection Orders, Property Division Procedures (QDROs, retirement accounts, spousal support, etc), and others.
• Prepare Written Information Regarding Domestic Violence Issues
The DV Committee has discussed creating and distributing written materials regarding various domestic violence issues

	Future Goals and Activities: Meetings Continued.
DV Committee September 11, 2015 Teleconference
Pro Bono Training Event October 23, 2015 In-Person / Webinar
Publications Subcommittee October 28, 2015 Teleconference
DV Committee November 17, 2015 Teleconference
Publications Subcommittee December 17, 2015 Teleconference
DV Committee January 19, 2016 Teleconference
Training Subcommittee February 2, 2016 Teleconference 
Publications Subcommittee March 10, 2016 Teleconference
DV Committee March 15, 2016 Teleconference
Public Policy Subcommittee April 12, 2016 Teleconference
----------------------------
The Domestic Violence Committee is a very active committee that seeks to explore areas in which change, education, training, and awareness can have a positive impact in reducing the incidents of domestic violence and increasing the safety of victims and their children as they proceed through the legal system.  

The Domestic Violence Committee has created four subcommittees:  

• Training and System Education 
o Mission:  Continue exploring and scheduling training opportunities; possibly develop training and education opportunities regarding understanding trauma of the victim and how that needs to be considered throughout the legal process.
• Public Policy 
o Mission:  Address public policy items that are sent to the full DV Committee for consideration.
• Publications 
o Mission:  Oversee the Family Law Journal assignments, topics, and reminders, as well as explore other publication opportunities.
• Resource (This subcommittee meets only as needed)
o Mission:  Explore how to broaden the mission; to review how the criminal side of domestic violence intersects with the goals of the committee and attempt to have more involvement with those players (i.e., law enforcement, prosecutors, etc.).
o 
The subcommittees meet on a regular basis (depending on need) focusing on their specific targeted areas.  A reporting time is set aside at each monthly meeting of the DV Committee for each subcommittee to provide a report to the full committee for discussion or vote.    

Michigan Family Law Journal Articles
In response to a column in 2008 by the editor of the Family Law Journal calling for more action on preventing domestic violence, the committee contacted Norman Robbins and offered to coordinate a monthly “domestic violence column” in the Family Law Journal.  As a result, beginning with the June/July 2008 edition, the committee has published a monthly article related to domestic violence and authored by committee members or guest experts in the field.  The articles submitted for publication, with the general article topic, from May 1, 2014 to May 1, 2015 are as follows:  

• May 2015 Issue – Title IX

• June/July 2015 Issue – Child Support and Domestic Violence

• August/September 2015 Issue – Domestic Violence as Grounds for Asylum

• October 2015 Issue– Promote Pro Bono Month Family Law Training

• November 2015 Issue – Sexual Assault Evidence Kits

• December 2015 Issue–Domestic Violence Enhancement to MiTEAM Practice Model 

• January 2016 Issue – Batterers’ Intervention Programs

• February 2016 Issue – Adverse Childhood Experiences Focused on Domestic Violence

• April 2016 Issue – Impact of Domestic Relations Deadlines on DV Immigration Cases

• May 2016 Issue – LJAP and Services to Attorney-Survivors of DV/SA


	Other Information: Public Policy Positions – Positions taken by the Domestic Violence Committee, but not necessarily positions taken by the State Bar Board of Commissioners.



-HB 4132 
This bill amends the Custody Act to allow a court to consider awarding the right of first
refusal for child care to a parent with joint custody or parenting time. 
Oppose

-HB 4176 
This is a bill to expunge criminal history records if complaining witness recants. 
Oppose

-MCR 6.16 
The court may, in its custody order, limit or prohibit defendant’s contact with any other named person or persons if the court determines the limitation or prohibition is necessary to maintain the integrity of the judicial proceedings. 
Support

-SB 0351 
Family; marriage and divorce; contacting a party to a divorce action; prohibit for a certain time period. 
Support

-HB 4622 
Adding trafficking to amendment to stalking statute. 
Support
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