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Article VI § 6, Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan
No later than May 1 of each year, the chair of each committee and sub entity of the Bar, with the assistance of the staff
liaison, shall report to the Executive Director on a form provided by the State Bar on the activities and accomplishments of
the committee or sub entity.

Judicial Ethics
Jurisdiction:

Chair
P32605

· Prepare written opinions on ethical conduct of judges at the request of the State Bar President,
Board of Commissioners, Representative Assembly, Attorney Discipline Board, Attorney
Grievance Commission, Executive Director, or individual members of the State Bar inquiring
about their own contemplated conduct.
· Recommend amendments to the Michigan Rules of Professional Conduct, the Michigan Code of
Judicial Conduct and other standards of professional conduct, and review proposed amendments.
· The Michigan Judges Association, Michigan Probate Judges Association, Michigan District Judges
Association, Michigan Association of District Court Magistrates, and the Referees Association of
Michigan shall each nominate one member for appointment to the committee.
Hon. Terry L. Clark
70th District Court
111 S Michigan Ave
Saginaw MI 48602-2019
Phone: (989) 790-5371
Fax: (989) 790-5589
e-mail: d70-6@saginawcounty.com

Member
Term Ending: 2016
P32605
Hon. Terry L. Clark, Saginaw
P47677
Hon. Pamela L. Lightvoet, Kalamazoo
Term Ending: 2018
P48885
Hon. Christopher S. Ninomiya, Iron Mountain
Michigan District Judges Association Member
P15661
Hon. Randy L. Kalmbach, Wyandotte
Michigan Association of District Court Magistrates
P33716
James B. Pahl, Mason
Michigan Probate Judges Association Member
P39644
Hon. Laura A. Frawley, Harrisville
Michigan Judges Association Member
P42275
Hon. Annette M. Jurkiewicz-Berry, Detroit
Referee Association of Michigan Member
P49526
Lorie Nancy Savin, Pontiac
State Bar Liaison
P53603
Danon D. Goodrum-Garland, Lansing
P38916
Nkrumah Johnson-Wynn, Lansing
P62825
Alecia M. Ruswinckel, Lansing
Karen Spohn, Lansing
State Bar Liasion Assistant
Amy Emmons, Lansing
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Committee Meeting Schedule:
Please attach any additional information needed regarding Committee meetings as an addendum.
Meeting Type
Date
Location
Description
June 19, 2015 State Bar of Michigan
Meeting Type Regularly scheduled quarterly meeting
Description The committee discussed the workgroup's draft opinion, approving it for publication; assigned a workgroup to prepare a draft opinion based on a common
ethics helpline inquiry, discussed the ban on personal solicitation by judges, and received an update on referral made to the Professional Ethics Committee.

Meeting Type
Description
Meeting Type
Description
Meeting Type
Description

Regularly scheduled quarterly meeting

Nov. 6, 2015 State Bar of Michigan

Brief new member orientation occurred; overview of 21st Century Practice Task Force work was given; discussed a workgroup's draft opinion,
approving it for publication; reviewed new opinion requests and decided how to informally respond through staff issued correspondence.

Regularly scheduled quarterly meeting

Jan. 15, 2016 State Bar of Michigan

Meeting canceled. No business to conduct requiring a meeting.
Regularly scheduled quarterly meeting

Apr. 15, 2016 State Bar of Michigan

Meeting canceled. No business to conduct requiring a meeting.

Meeting Type
Description
Meeting Type
Description
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Resources provided by the State Bar of Michigan in support of committee work:

The State Bar provides staff support for the work of the committee through three staff counsel and
the administrative assistance of a legal secretary. The State Bar also provides meeting facilities,
food and beverage for meetings, SharePoint, SBM Connect, teleconferencing services, meeting
materials, document production services, and other ethics resources as needed to support the work
of the committee.
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Future Goals and Activities:
The committee plans to continue responding to opinion requests and to review opinions that may need
to be updated or replaced due to subsequent developments that may have impacted the continued
appropriateness of any conclusions drawn. To the extent that the Committee’s input is sought by the
Board of Commissioners, the Representative Assembly, or the Supreme Court on discrete issues or
projects, the Committee stands ready to respond with appropriate research and commentary.
The Committee’s last quarterly meeting for this bar year is scheduled for June 19, 2015.
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Committee Activities:

During each committee meeting, members discuss pending opinion requests, new opinion requests,
and proposed topics for ethics opinions to decide whether to prepare an opinion or other response.
Additionally, members receive information about and discuss inquiries received through the State
Bar’s ethics helpline and address other matters as they arise, such as proposed changes to the
Michigan Code of Judicial Conduct. Between meetings, workgroups (identified during meetings)
research and review materials on identified topics, may meet by teleconference, prepare draft
opinions and/or memos for review, discussion, edits, and action by the committee.
Since its last Annual Report, the Committee approved two ethics opinion for publication
A sitting judge may make a private monetary donation to a nonjudicial candidate’s campaign. Even
though the candidate must publish a financial report of donations, the contribution would not amount
to a “public endorsement” of the candidate. Given the amendments to Canons 2 and 4 of the Code of
Judicial Conduct allowing judges to be more involved in fundraising activities, a campaign contribution
to a nonjudicial candidate, without more, is not ethically prohibited.
The Code of Judicial Conduct, Canon 4(E)(4), prohibits judges and their family members from
receiving gifts, except in certain limited circumstances. Prudence dictates that judges should require
court staff under their direction to observe high standards to avoid any appearance that the official
actions, decisions, or judgments of any court employee could be influenced by gifts. Based on the
provisions of Canon 4E, a judge, a judge's staff, or a judge’s family member should not accept gifts
from persons who interests who have come or are likely to come before the judge.
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Other Information:
Not applicable.
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Approved by
Chair
Co-chair
Staff Liaison
Other

Approved Name

5/13/16

Danon D. Goodrum-Garland

e-Mail Form
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