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Article VI §6, Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan 
No later than May 1 of each year, the chair of each committee and subentity of the Bar, with the assistance of the staff 
liaison, shall report to the Executive Director on a form provided by the State Bar on the activities and accomplishments of 
the committee or subentity. 
 
Committee Name:  
Criminal Jurisprudence & Practice Committee 
 
Jurisdiction:  
Review proposed court rules and statutes related to criminal procedure and practice in state courts 
and make recommendations concerning improvements in the operation of criminal law and 
procedure to promote the fair, speedy and efficient administration of criminal justice, including the 
establishment and operation of systems for the representation of indigent persons charged with 
criminal offenses. 
 
Chair(s) and Committee Members: 
 
Officer Name Address Telephone Email 
Co-chair 
 

Nichole 
Jongsma 
Derks 

Foster Swift Collins & 
Smith PC; 151 Central 
Ave; Holland, MI 
49423-2831 

616.796.2516 nderks@fosterswift.com 

Co-chair J. Kevin 
McKay 

63rd District Court; 
1950 E. Beltline Ave 
NE; Grand Rapids, MI 
49525-7075 

616.632.7795 Kevin.mckay@kentcounty
mi.gov 

Staff 
Liaison 
 

Peter 
Cunningham 

State Bar of Michigan; 
306 Townsend St.; 
Lansing, MI 48933-
2012 

517.346.6325 pcunningham@mail.michb
ar.org  

 
Member/Advisor/Other Member/Advisor/Other 
Ryan Lee Berman, Member Donna McKneelen, Member 
Mary Alexis Bowen, Member Julie A. Powell, Member 
Thomas P. Clement, Member Jonathan Sacks, Member 
Nichole Jongsman Derks, Co-Chair Scott R. Sanford, Member 
Nimish R. Ganatra, Member Gretchen A. Schlaff, Advisor 
Daniel Corrigan Grano, Member Samuel R. Smith, III, Member 
James W. Heath, Member  
J. Kevin McKay, Co-Chair  
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Committee Meeting Schedule: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding Committee meetings as an addendum. 
 
Meeting Type Date Location 
Description 
In Person Meeting May 10, 2012 State Bar of Michigan 
 
In Person Meeting June 7, 2012 State Bar of Michigan 
 
In Person Meeting October 18, 2012 State Bar of Michigan 
 
Teleconference Meeting January 17, 2013 Teleconference 
 
In Person Meeting February 21, 2013 State Bar of Michigan 
 
Teleconference Meeting March 21, 2013 Teleconference 
 
Teleconference Meeting April 18, 2013 Teleconference 
 

 
Resources provided by the State Bar of Michigan in support of committee work:  
The committee receives staff support from Peter Cunningham and Carrie Sharlow. The State Bar 
covers meeting expenses. 
 
Committee Activities:  
The committee discussed thirty-seven public policy items and offered twenty-nine recommendations 
to the Board of Commissioners. 
 
Future Goals and Activities:  
The committee will continue its public policy work and continue to look into various special projects 
as the need arises. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


