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EDUCATION:  

 

University of Michigan Law School, Ann Arbor, MI 
 Juris Doctorate, May 2000 

 Contributing Editor of the University of Michigan Law Review 
 Native American Law Students’ Association, Chair 
 Kellogg Foundation Fellow 
 Voelker Foundation Fellow 
 A.T. Anderson Memorial Scholar 
 Joseph Seiger Scholar 
 American Indian Graduate Center Scholar 
 Native American Scholarship Fund Recipient 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:  

 

Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians (LTBB), Harbor Springs, MI-Jan. 2012-present 
Chief Judge  

 Serves as highest ranking judge for the LTBB judiciary. 
 Manages the judiciary for the LTBB Tribal Court. 
 Operates a court of general jurisdiction handling a variety of cases from child 

welfare matters to worker’s compensation cases. 
 Manages an adult and a juvenile Drug Court.  
 Developed a domestic violence docket.  
 Provides child welfare expert training to other judges across on the Indian Child 

Welfare Act (“ICWA”) and the Michigan Family Preservation Act (“MIFPA”). 
 Manages a million dollar-plus budget.  
 Manages the administration of the LTBB Tribal Court.  
 Initiated and oversaw the implementation of a Tribal-member friendly system for 

allowing persons with Tribal Court cases to use the State of Michigan Friend of the 
Court to collect child support payments. 

 Improved relations with the local State court, which resulted in the LTBB Court 
gaining access to the State’s court school for at-risk juveniles. 

 Developed a Summer Law Clerk program for the Tribal Court. 
 Assists in the development of Court applications for new grants. 

 
LTBB, Harbor Springs, MI - September, 2002-January 2012 

 Assistant General Council  
 Practiced law, primarily in the field of federal Indian law, with an emphasis on 

business, economic development, gaming and intergovernmental relations. 
 Helped move Michigan from being one of the worst states in the country in terms 

of ICWA compliance into a model state.  



 

2 
 

 Wrote the Amicus brief in the In re Morris case concerning ICWA’s notice 
requirements, which the Supreme Court of Michigan ultimately adopted as the law. 

 Wrote the first draft of the MIFPA. Participated in all subsequent redrafts, testified 
and lobbied until the bill became law in 2012. 

 Executed complicated multi-million dollar real estate transactions. 
 Assisted in the papering of a $120,000,000 bond issuance. 
 Assisted in the renegotiation of $120,000,000 in debt.  
 Prepared documents, including position papers, testimony, comments, briefs, 

memoranda and other legal instruments on behalf of the Tribe.   
 Represented the Tribe before Federal, Tribal, and State courts and Federal agencies 

on a wide variety of issues and matters.  
 Prepared trial documents including complaints, case briefs, and motions.  
 Tackled complex legal issues involving real estate transactions, intellectual 

property work, HIPPA, easement issues, and securities offerings.  
 Worked with commissions, boards and committees to create by-laws and 

procedures.  
 Provided the Tribe with assistance and support, including legal and legislative 

analysis; legislative and regulatory drafting and monitoring services; as well as 
legal representation.  

 Developed seminars and training programs focusing on Federal Indian policy, tribal 
economic development, and other related topics.   

 Researched and drafted legal memoranda regarding employment, family, 
commercial, regulatory, constitutional law, Indigenous treaty rights, property, 
environmental and land use concerns, ICWA matters, gaming and other areas of 
civil law.   

 Negotiated memorandums of understanding with other sovereigns.  
 Coordinated amicus briefs on behalf of the Tribe and others in various courts, 

including the United States Supreme Court.  
 

Monteau & Peebles, L.L.P., January, 2002-September, 2002 
Staff Attorney 

 Lobbied on a variety of issues and positions for Monteau & Peebles, L.L.P. clients 
and tracked pending legislation affecting tribal clients.  

 Worked on various Indian gaming-related projects.   
 Worked on other issues of federal Indian law including issues under the Native 

American Graves and Repatriation Act, Per Capita Allocation Plans, tribal 
economic development plans and corporate structures, tribal land claims, tribal 
sovereign immunity and jurisdiction, nondisclosures, and confidentiality 
agreements. 

 
United States Department of Justice, June, 2000-December, 2001  

Environment and Natural Resources Division, Indian Resources Section  

Staff Attorney 
 Represented tribes on issues involving the Endangered Species Act, Clean Water 

Act, and NEPA.  
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 Worked on various Indian law-related matters including zoning issues, Indian Arts 
and Crafts Act, administrative review, protection of tribal lands and other related 
questions.  

 Defended the Bureau of Indian Affairs Environmental Assessments in several 
cases.   

 Prepared and represented clients in depositions.  
 Participated in all stages of litigation, including pursuit of dismissal, summary 

judgment, and interlocutory appellate work.  
 Effectuated negotiations and case settlement.  
 Worked with clients to analyze, assess, and define their strategic objectives to 

achieve desired results.  
 Drafted trial briefs and participated in pre-trial negotiations.  

  
Presentations, Testimony and Trainings Where I was the Trainer 

Qualified Expert Witness Training for the State Court Administrative Office 
Walking on Common Ground Judicial Training – The Evolution on ICWA & MIFPA - Against the Odds 
Presenter at the MSU Indigenous Law Conference - ICWA at 30: Facing the Future 
Presenter at the MSU Indigenous Law Conference – Drug Courts in Indian Country 
Presenter for the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan - Understanding ICWA  
Panelist for the State Court Administration Office (SCAO) - Foster Youth in Transition to Adulthood 
Presenter at North Central Community College - Know Your Rights  
Presenter for the U of M Law School Indian Day - ICWA: Placement Preferences 
Presenter for the U of M Law School Indian Day - ICWA: Active Efforts  
Trainer for SCAO for State Court actors - ICWA  
Presenter - Tribal Summit Conference in Mount Pleasant - ICWA’s Placement Preferences     
Presenter on behalf of the Casey Foundation for Michigan’s Legislator's Orientation on the MIFPA 
Trainer for SCAO to State Court actors on the role of the Qualified Expert Witness in ICWA cases  
Presenter for SCAO - The Evolution of ICWA  
Presenter for the Michigan Probate Judge Conference: The New MIFPA & Federal ICWA 
Presenter for SCAO - ICWA Webcast: Good Cause Not To Transfer or Not to Follow the Placement 
Preference of ICWA and the Serious Damage Standards  
Presenter for SCAO - Making the ICWA of 1978 Work  
Presenter for the 10th Annual Indigenous Law Conference - Tribal Drug Courts 
Participant in the formation of the Tribal-State-Federal Judicial Forum  
Presenter for SCAO - ICWA: Neglect, Guardianship, Juvenile Proceedings  
Presenter for the Michigan Referee Association: Baby Veronica & MIFPA 
Careers in Indian Law Presenter for the University of Michigan Law School 
Careers in Indian Law Presenter for Michigan State University Law School 
Testified before the Michigan Legislature Higher Education Appropriations Subcommittee regarding  
the Michigan Indian Tuition Waiver  
Testified before a subcommittee of the House and the State Michigan Legislature regarding the Michigan 
Family Preservation Act 
 

Leadership Roles and Accomplishments 

Chair of the Tribal-State-Federal Judicial Forum, October 2014-present  
Michigan Association of Drug Court Professionals Board of Directors, December 2014-present  
State Tribal Partnership Committee Member 2008-present 
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MIFPA Committee Member 2010-2012  
Court Improvement Project (CIP) Committee member 2008-2012  
CIP / ICWA Court Rules & Forms Committee member 2008-2012 
Northern Community Mediation, Board Member, 2012- present 
Grain Train Food Cooperative, Board Member, 2008- present 
Ogichidaa Award Foundation, Inc. - Founder and President Emeritus 
Federal Bar Association, Indian Law Section Chair 
Federal Bar Association, Indian Law Section Vice Chair 
Federal Bar Association, Indian Law Section Treasurer 
Chair of the 36th Annual 2006 Federal Bar Association Indian Law Conference  
Co-Chair of the 35th Annual 2005 Federal Bar Association Indian Law Conference  
Adjunct Chair of the 34th Annual 2004 Federal Bar Association Indian Law Conference 
Chair of the 3rd Annual 2003 Federal Bar Association Mid-Year Indian Law Conference  
Co-Chair of the 2nd Annual 2002 Federal Bar Association Mid-Year Indian Law Conference  
Co-Chair of the 1st Annual 2001 Federal Bar Association Mid-Year Indian Law Conference  
Appointed by the Governor to serve on the Board of Directors for Michigan Indian Legal Services, 2007-
2010 
INDNSLIST Volunteer, 2008 
Michigan Coordinator of the 2004 Native Vote Election Protection Project 
 
INTERESTS: Sea kayaking at night, deep sea fishing, traveling, and musical theatre.   
 
 

 
 
 


