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March 11, 2009

Ms. Anne M. Smith
Representative Assembly Awards
State Bar of Michigan

306 Townsend Street

Lansing M1 48933-2012

Dear Ms. Smith:

I am writing this letter in support of Attorney Dan Bonner’s nomination for the State Bar of
Michigan’s Representative Assembly Michael Franck Award. I have known Dan Bonner for over
16 years and have handled many cases with him as opposing counsel. Dan has dedicated his law
career to helping the indigent and needy in West Michigan. He goes above and beyond the call of
duty, even picking up his clients at home and bringing them to court if they have no other means of
transportation. Dan has always done this gladly and with a smile. In my opinion, Dan views the law
as a way to really help people and improve their lives, Lots of people say that, but Dan’s actions
everyday show that he truly means it.

Dan is very knowledgeable in the area of domestic relations and is always prepared. He is the model
of attorney civility and I bave never heard him raise his voice to clients or attorneys. Likewise, 1
have never heard a client, attorney or judge say a bad word about Dan. Dan Bonner sets an example
that all attorneys should strive to follow, and conduct themselves in the same positive, professional
manner. 1 have often described Dan as the happiest man [ know!

Julie Springstead Waltz
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March 11, 2009
Re: Michael Franck Award
To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is written for the purpose of endorsing and supporting the nomination of Dan
Bonner for the Michael Franck Award. Dan, as a legal aid attorney, appeared before me
on numerous divorce, custody, personal protection and guardian/conservator matters. He
invariably exhibited a sense of civility and humor that created an atmosphere conducive
to responsibly settling many of the difficult issues such cases entail.

Dan was forthright and realistic in his approach to the issues before the Court. He would
not allow his clients to insult the Court’s intelligence with misleading spin theories.
When he did contest or litigate issues, he did it in a straightforward, civil manner. He was
(and I assume still is) an excellent advocate for his clients’ interests.

Dan is also known in the community for his volunteer efforts on behalf of agencies
working with domestic violence and child abuse. He freely gives of his time to address
civic and community groups on various legal and social issues.

In short, Dan Bonner is a caring lawyer who has chosen to work with Legal Aid,
representing disadvantaged people. In so doing he has traded financial rewards for
“psychic income” in helping people. He has and is making a difference in our legal
community. He has my unqualified endorsement for the Michael Franck Award.

Sincerely,

Hon. Walter A. Urick

Retired Oceana County Probate/Family Court Judge
P.O. Box 609

Hart, MI 49420



