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State Bar of Michigan 
Representative Assembly 

September 27, 2018 
 

SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

The following is a summary of proceedings of the State Bar Representative Assembly 
session held Thursday, September 27, 2018, at Ballroom A in the DeVos Place located in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan.   
 

1. Call to order by Chairperson Joseph P. McGill. 
 

2. Clerk Aaron V. Burrell declared a quorum (50 members) was present. 
 

3. Upon a motion made and seconded, the proposed calendar was adopted. 
 

4. As provided in Rule 4.8, the Summary of Proceedings of the April 21, 2018 meeting 
was deemed approved with one amendment. 

 
5. Judge Michael C. Brown, Chair of the Nominating and Awards Committee, 

addressed the Assembly on filling vacancies for the current meeting. Upon a motion 
made and seconded, the vacancies were filled via the memorandum distributed at the 
meeting. 

 
6. Ellen M. Burns presented the Unsung Hero Award to Michele P. Fuller. Ms. Fuller 

accepted the award and addressed the Assembly. 
 

7. Joseph P. McGill presented the Michael Franck Award to Judge Victoria A. Roberts. 
Judge Roberts accepted the award and addressed the Assembly. 

 
8. Janet K. Welch, Executive Director of the State Bar of Michigan, presented to the 

Assembly on recent developments in First Amendment jurisprudence and mandatory 
bar associations. 

 
9. Jennifer M. Grieco, President-Elect, and Richard L. Cunningham, Vice-Chair, 

addressed the Assembly for consideration of a proposal supporting the creation of a 
Task Force to examine whether changes in the structure, governance, and scope of 
operation of the State Bar of Michigan are advisable, and to make recommendations 
concerning specific changes. Upon a motion made and supported, after discussion, 
the proposal passed 97 to 4 with 3 abstentions. 

 
10. Nicholas M. Ohanesian, Chair of the Assembly Review Committee, addressed the 

Assembly for consideration of a proposal supporting an amendment to the 
Permanent Rules of Procedure of the Representative Assembly to permit virtual 
meetings and voting and further recommend to the Board of Commissioners 
conforming changes to the Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan. Upon a motion 
made and supported, after discussion, the proposal to amend the Permanent Rules 
of Procedure passed 80 to 13 with amendments. Upon a motion made and 
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supported, after discussion, the proposal to recommend amending the Bylaws passed 
88 to 7. 

 
11. Daniel J. Ferris, Chair of the Drafting Committee, addressed the Assembly for 

consideration of a proposal supporting an amendment to the Permanent Rules of 
Procedure Section 7.4 regarding the Committee on Drafting. Upon a motion made 
and supported, after discussion, the proposal passed with amendment 94 to 1 with 1 
abstention. 

 
12. Matthew R. Abel, Member of the Representative Assembly, addressed the Assembly 

for consideration of a proposal to support the ballot initiative for marijuana 
legalization. Upon a motion made and supported, after discussion, the proposal was 
determined not to be permissible under Keller with 85 members voting that the 
proposal was not Keller-permissible and 16 members voting that the proposal was 
Keller-permissible. 

 
13. Dawn M. King, Member of the Hearings Committee, addressed the Assembly for 

consideration of a proposal supporting an amendment to the Permanent Rules of 
Procedure Section 7.3 regarding the Committee on Outreach and Hearings. Upon a 
motion made and supported, after discussion, the proposal passed 88 to 2. 

 
14. Philip M. Moilanen, Member of the Rules & Calendar Committee, addressed the 

Assembly for consideration of a proposal supporting an amendment to the 
Permanent Rules of Procedure Section 4.6 regarding Written Resolutions. Upon a 
motion made and supported, after discussion, the proposal passed 93 to 1 with 1 
abstention. 

 
15. Joseph P. McGill, Representative Assembly Chair, announced the election of Chelsea 

M. Rebeck as the 2018-2019 Clerk of the Assembly. 
 

16. Richard L. Cunningham was sworn in as 2018-2019 Chair of the Assembly by Judge 
Melissa L. Pope. 
 

17. Richard L. Cunningham, Representative Assembly Chair, presented a plaque to 
Joseph P. McGill for all his work over the past year as Assembly Chair. 

 
18. Adjournment. 

 












































