
State
Bar of
Michigan

President Courtade called the rreeting to order at 1:30 p.m. on \)Tednesdal', Septerrrber j.8,201,3, at
the Lansing Center, Governor's Room in Lansing

(-ornnussioners l)fcsclìt:
I(athleen M. ,Àllen Fehcia O. Johnson
Dennis NI. Barnes C. Thomas Ludden
David R. Brake Maureen M. NlcGinnis
Robert.f. lluchanan Lawrence P. Nolan, Treasuter
Lori ¡\. l3uiter,veg, Secretarl, Colleen A. Pero
Margaret Å. Costello Hon. Nlichael [. fuordan
Bruce ¡\. Courtade, President Brandl' Y. Robinson
Rrchard I-. Cunningham Donald G. Rockwell
Brian l). Einhorn, President-Elect 'Ihomas C. Rombach, \/ice president
FIon. -fames N. Ethart Hope V. Shoyein Graztti
D. Iìanclall Gilmet RrchardJ. Stiani
StephenJ. Gobbo Julie A. Sullir.an

Jennifer IVI. Grieco Gregory L. Uhich
Edrvard I-. Hatoutunian Dana M. V,lat;ttez
charles S. Flegarty vanessa peterson williarns

Commissioners -{bsent and Excused
Commissioner Jules B. Olsrrran was absent ancl excused.

Statc Bar StafF nresent:

Janet Welch, Executive Dilector
Marge Bossenbery, Executive Coordinator
Gtegoq' Conl'e¡5, Dilectot, Diversity
Candace Cror.vley, Dilector, External Development
Peter Cunningharn, Dilector, Governmental Relatrons
D ar.vn E r.ans, Dilector, Pro fessional Standards
Cliff Flood, General Counsel
Danon Goodrum-Gadand, Investigatrve Counsel

Jatnes FIorsch, Dil'ector, Finance and ¡\dmirusttatlon
L)'nn Ingrarrr, Program Development and cornrnunications Manager
Nlcurah Johnson Winn, Serwice Counsel
Robert lVlathis, Pro Bono Serwice Counsel
Satnatha Meinke, Communications Specialist
Anne Smtth, r\dministrative Assistant
Anne Vroornan, Director, Research and Development

Guests

Jtrsuce B:rran'Z¡hra, Justice of Michigan Suprerrre Court
Ehzabeth Johnson, F'orr'er chall of the Representative Assernbly
victoria ¡\. lìadke, Incorning mernber of the Board of comr¡rssioners
ll. f-homas lVlccarthy, Incoming mernber of the Board of Cornmissione_rs
Danielle M. Brown, Incorning member of the Board of Cornmissioners
Jeffrey l(ilkey, Education Director, ICLE
Btet Seely
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Justice Zahta introduced the newly appointed MI Supreme Court Cornrnissioner, Ms. Danielle M.
Brown.

Consent Agenda

A motion was offered and seconded to rernove the Ptesident's and Executive Director's activities frorn
the conseut agenda. Motion carried.

The Board received the minutes ftom the July 26,2013 Boañ of Comrrissioners meeting ancl the July16 and August 20,2013 Executive Committee rneetings.

The Board received the FY 2013 Ftnancial Reports throughJuly 2013.

The Board received the Chent Protection Fund Clarms.

The Board received the Unauthorized Practice of Law ("UPL") Complaints Proposed for Litigauon.

A motion was offeted and seconded to approve the consent agenda. Motion passecl.

A rnotion was offeted and seconded to approve the President's and the Executive Director,s ïecent
acuvitres as arlended. The rnotion passed.

COMMISSIONER COMMITTEES

Finance, Lawrence P. Nolan, Chairperson
FY2013 Financial and Investrnent Update
Mr. Nolan presented the Board with a FY 2013 Financial and Investrnent update.

Mr. Nolan recognized the wotk of the 2012-2013 Finance committee membels.

Professional Standatds, Lori A. Buiteweg, Chairperson
Ms. Buiteweg tecognized the work of the members of the 2012-2013 Professional Standards cornrnittee
members.

Programs and Services, Thornas C. Rombach, Chauperson
Mr' Rombach updated the Board on the impact that the Affordable Care Act will rmpact the SBM
lTrembefs.

Mt. Rornbach rccognized the work of the rnernbers of the 2012-2013 Programs and Serwices cornmittee
members.

Public Policv, Image and Identity, Brian D. Einhorn, Chairperson
The Board received a written report fromJustice Irutiatives.

The Board received Legislatrve Update from Nell l(uhnmuench, Governmental Consultant Serwices,
Inc.
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Coul't Rtrlcs l)ronosals
Olcl Business
ADM File No. 2012'30 - Proposed Amendments of Prtle 2.62land Rule 2.622 ofthe Michigan
Court Rules
TIre proposed arnendrnents of MCF.2.621and IVICR 2.622 werc submrtted to the Michigan Suprenre
Court on behalf of the "Rec (a committee createcl because of a nee.l iclentifiecl by
tlre Debtor /Crcditor Rrghts iness Law Section of the State Bar of Michigau) to
expand and update the rules proceedings.

The commrttee recommends that no reconsideration be taken on this arnendment.

New Business
ADM File No. 2012-23 - Proposed Arnendment of Rule 8.L09 of the Michigan Court Rules
The proposed arnendment of MCR 8.109 would provide explicit authorìty for cã.rrt, to Lrse audio and
vicleo recorcling equiprnent to rnake a record of court pto."àdings ancl that trial courts usi¡g recording
equiptnent would be requiled to follow the standards i'elevant to recording of procee.üng, t"hot nr" 

c

published by the State Court Âdmrrustr.ative Office

A rrrotiotl was offered and seconded to support this arnendment. The rrrotion passed.

ADM File No. 2012'26 - Proposed Amendment of Rule 8.111 of the Michigan Court Rules'Ihis proposal would clatify that the reassignment requi'ement applies regardlesl rvhether the court is
acting in the capacity of a ítal court or as an appellatã court, such as a circuit court considering an
appeal of a chstrict court oï probate court determination.

À r¡.otion'uvas offerecl and seconded to support this arnendment. The rnotion passecl.

ADM File No. 2013-10 - Ptoposed Amendments of Rules 2.107 and.2.ll7 ofthe Michigan Courr
Rules
The proposed amendrnent of MCR 2.107 woulcl provide clarificatron by adding the terrn ,,order,, 

so
tlrat after either a ftnaljudgrnent or order has entered, papers should be serwed on the party after the
tirne for appeal has passed. The proposed arnendment ofMCR 2.117 would clar-ifu thai r,vhen an
attorney apPeats in an action by filing or defending a post judgrnent rnotion, the juratio¡ of the
attoLney's appearance r.vould be the same as that of an attorney filing or defending the origrnal
pleaclings.

A motion was offeted and seconded to support this amendment. The rnotion passed.

LeEislauon
HB 4933 (Fleise) occupauons; attorneys; eligibrlity criteria for foreign artorney admrssion ro rhe bar
witlrorrt examination; modify residency requilement. Amends sec. 946 of 1961. pA 236 (X4CL 600.g46).

A motion r.vas offered and seconded to support this legislation. The rrrotion passed.
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H.R. 2509 and S. 1224: Civll Justice Tax Fairness Act of 2013
These trvo iclentical bills âlrrend the Internal Revenue Code to allow: (1) an exclusio' frorn gross
incorne fot atrrounts received (whethet by juclgment or settlernent, as lump sums or periodil payrnents)
on accolurt of a clairn of unlawful discrirnrnation; Q) incorne averaging foibacli paylnd ft"rrt pny
amolurts received from such claims; and (3) an exemption from the alternative mininrurn tn, lril,ig fot
âfl)r fnv benefit tesulting ftorn the income averaging of arnounts receivecl frorrr an unlarvful
dis crtmrnauon clairrr.

These items were tabled until the November rneeting.

LEADERSHIP REPORTS

President's Report, Bruce A. Courtade, President
Mr' Courtade reported that the scheduled meeting with the Officers of the Board of Cornrnrssioners
and the Supteme Court was cancelled due to a press confetence where the Supreme Court rolled o't
the new rules regatding expanded use of interpreters in Michigan Courtroolns.

Mt. Courtacle congratulated Commissioner Chades Flegarty on his appoinünent to the !7ayne County
Ctcuit Bench.

Mr. Courtacle infotrned the Board that the Bar subr¡rtted to the Secretary of State a letter ashirg
SecretaÐ¡ of StateJohnson to tevisit the issue of ',vhether donations to issr-re acl campaigns basiã[y i¡
judicial elections should be revisited and whether those donations should fn.. ronnántJty clisclostue.
FIe said that this was discussed at theJuly 16 Executive Cornmittee confetence call ancl d.iscussecl
before this board on July 26. This action was tal<en in furtherance of a ullanilrrolrs vote of the RA
which adoptecl a policy position in favor of full disclosure in judicial campaigns. That r.ote was taken in
Septernber 2010. Itwas also consistent with the recommendations of the Cinpaign Finance
wotkgroup that was appornted in the wake of the Oakland County Cilctút Co,r|t electro¡s. The
worþoup came back and encouraged the Board and the staff to place ernphasis on this issue and to
make it a pnority. It received a little bit of coverage. Thete is a påsting orit6" SOS ivebsite ancl open
fot pubhc colnment.

Executive Director's Report. Janet K. sØelch, Executive Du.ector
Indrgent Crimlnal Defense Update
Ms. \X/elch reported that the names of Ms. Nancy Diehl, Ms. Brandy Robinson and Mr. De'nis Clark
were subrnttted by the State Bat to the Govetnor's ofhce for consideration for hrs appointrnent to the
Indigent Crirrunal Defense Commrssion. The Governor will select one of the names^for appointment.

Free Secuon Mernbership
Ms. \x/elch explained the proposal for autornatic free membership.

A rnotion offeted and seconded to approve the proposal to rescind automatic free memberships. The
trrotion passed.
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Other
Ms. \X/elch reported on a lettet ftom Mr. Brad Vauter, out-going Chau of the Elder Larv Section,
exptessing conceÍns about the MichLrgan Legal Help On Line.. The letter rvas adclressed to Ms. Lincla
RexeL, Executive Director of the Michigan State Bar ljoundation, Ms. Ängela Tripp, Aclmrnistrator of
Nlichigan Legal Flelp and Ms. Welch. The three have responded jointly informing-tvtr. \/aurer rhar they
appreciatecl his tnput and that ongoing clialogue rvith the Elder Larv, Probate ancl Fanrf¡, La.,v sectio¡s
is taktng place.

I\4s. \X/elch informed the Board of two tesolutions recognizing Michigan Patriot'V7eek.

Ms' \X/elch reported that there as a Lesult of torrential rain in the Lansing area last week, the Garde'
Level of the State Rat rvas flooded. Ms. \X/elch indicated that the ernployees were relocatecl to the
PlMlìC Eclucation Center while repairs were taking place.

Reptesentative Assembly (RA) Report. Dana N¡L V/a1;nez, chairperson
September 19 RÂ Meeting
lvls. \ùØarnez invited the Boatd to attend the motning session of the RA as the recipients of the lìA
awarcls are honored.

American Bar Association (ABA) Report
Mr. Courtade gave the Board an overwiew of the rleetings that take place dunng the r\rnerican Bar
Association A.nnual Meetrng in August.

Young Law)¡ers Section Repot (YLS). Felicia O. Johnson, Chafuperson
Ms. Johnson provided the Board with an update on the actrviues ofìhe Young Lau4,sls Sectj.on.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

Recognition of Retiting Board Members

Dana M. Warnez written and presented by I(athleen M. Allen
Hon. Jarres N. Erhat written and ptesented by Hon. MichaerJ. Riorclan
Hon. charles S. Hegarty wtitten and presented by Dennis M. Barnes
Brandy Y. lìobinson written and presented by Felicia O. Johnson
Julie r\. Sullivan rvritten and presented by Gregory L. Ulrich

A rrotion r.vas offered and seconded to approve the resolutions as written. Motion passed.

Recognition of President Bruce A. Courtade

Mt. Einhorn gave temaLks about President Courtade and presented him with a plaque and scrapbooks.

Comments ftom Commissionets
There were none.

Adiournment
The rneeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.
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