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306 Townsend Street
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Lansing, MI
48933-2012

July 3, 2007

The Honorable David Robertson
State Representative

State Capitol

P.O. Box 30014

Lansing, MI 48909-7514

RE: HB 4459 Gang Felony Crimes
Dear Reptresentative Robertson:

At its June 15, 2007 meeting, the Board of Commissioners unanimously voted to actively
oppose' HB 4459. The State Bat’s opposition is based on the mandatory sentencing
provided for in the bill and the ambiguity of the definitions used to identify gang ctime. The
State Bar has a long-standing position opposing mandatoty sentencing because it eliminates
judicial discretion. Concerns wete also raised that the definitions of gang ctime wete
imprecise.

If you would like to discuss this position in further detail or have questions, please contact us
directly at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Fhpyuin ¥ W\

Janet Welch Elizabeth K. Lyon

Executive Director Director, Governmental Relations
Direct dial: (517) 346-6331 Ditect dial: (517) 346-6325

Email: jwelch@mail. michbar.org Email: elyon@mail. michbar.org

CC.  Kimberly M. Cabhill, President
Nell Kuhnmuench, Governmental Consultant Setrvices, Inc.

! Definition of active opposition: Pending legislation that the State Bar opposes and which is
the subject of active lobbying effort.



