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FAMILY LAW SECTION 

Report on Public Policy Position 
 
 
Name of section:  
Family Law Section 
 
Contact person:  
Kent Weichmann 
 
E-mail: 
weichmann@earthlink.net 
 
Bill Number:  
Substitute for HB 6281 (Ebli) Family law; personal protection orders; victims of criminal sexual conduct; allow to 
petition for personal protection orders. Amends sec. 2950a of 1961 PA 236 (MCL 600.2950a). 
 
Date position was adopted: 
November 1, 2008 
 
Process used to take the ideological position: 
Position adopted after discussion and vote at a scheduled meeting. 
 
Number of members in the decision-making body: 
21 
 
Number who voted in favor and opposed to the position: 
14 Voted for position 
2 Voted against position 
0 Abstained from vote  
5 Did not vote 
 
Position:  
Support with amendments 
 
Explanation of the position, including any recommended amendments: 
HB 6281 (substitute) allows petitioners who have been victims of or threatened with sexual assault to obtain 
personal protection orders.  This class of petitioners had not necessarily been covered by PPO laws because they 
were not in a domestic relationship with the respondent, and there may not yet have been a course of conduct that 
would qualify as stalking.  The bill allows a PPO to enter if the respondent has been convicted of assault on the 
petitioner, or if the court finds that the petitioner has been subjected to, threatened with, or placed in reasonable 
apprehension of sexual assault by the respondent.  The Family Law Section thought that this was a class of 
petitioners that should be able to obtain PPO protection.  We were concerned with the elimination of "family 
division" on line 6 of page 1 of the bill.  PPO petitions require the experience and expertise that is developed by 
family division judges, and the petition should remain in the family division of the circuit court.     
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The Family Law Section supports this bill, provided that the personal protection orders remain within the family 
division of the circuit court.   
 
 
The text of any legislation, court rule, or administrative regulation that is the subject of or referenced in 
this report.  
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2008-HB-6281  
See below for substitute bill.  


































