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ANIMAL LAW SECTION 

Report on Public Policy Position 
 
 
Name of section:  
Animal Law Section 
 
Contact person:  
Beatrice M. Friedlander 
 
E-mail: 
beefriedlander@yahoo.com 
 
Bill Number: 
HB 5127 (Simpson) Agriculture; animals; regulation of livestock animal health and welfare; provide for. Amends 
1988 PA 466 (MCL 287.701 - 287.745) by adding sec. 8a. 
 
HB 5128 (Mayes) Agriculture; animals; animal care advisory council; create. Amends sec. 3 of 1988 PA 466 (MCL 
287.703) & adds sec. 7a. 
 
Date position was adopted: 
June 24-29, 2009 
 
Process used to take the ideological position: 
Position adopted after an electronic discussion and vote 
 
Number of members in the decision-making body: 
15 
 
Number who voted in favor and opposed to the position: 
13 Voted for position 
0 Voted against position 
0 Abstained from vote 
2 Did not vote 
 
Position:  
Oppose 
 
Explanation of the position, including any recommended amendments: 
1. HB 5127 is a broad abdication of legislative authority to set standards for industrial agriculture.  It delegates to 
the Department of Agriculture sole authority to regulate the health and welfare of farmed animals, and their impact 
on human health and the environment.  
 
2.  Because the legislation would codify standards regulating industrial agriculture that are adopted by the very 
industry to be regulated, there is a significant issue of conflict of interest. 
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3.  There are other scientifically based standards for farmed animal welfare which would be marginalized if the bill 
were adopted. 
 
4.  The bill would give farmers until the year 2020 to comply with standards; and the legislation only requires that 
the standards be reviewed every 5 years. 
 
5.  The “Animal Care Advisory Council” created by HB 5128 is weighted toward the industry, and does not 
adequately represent the environmental, human health or animal welfare constituencies.  The legislative process, by 
its very nature, is designed to be more responsive to the varying interests surrounding issues of importance.   By 
delegating this responsibility, the Michigan legislature will have greatly diminished its ability to consider the 
increasingly important issues of food safety, environmental health and the welfare of animals. 
 
6.  Those farms which comply with the standards are exempt from nuisance and animal cruelty laws (per the Right 
to Farm Act), so the authority which the legislature would be delegating to the Agriculture Department is broad 
indeed. 
 
7.  HR 5127, Section 10 preempts local regulation of animal care standards, which coupled with the legislature’s 
delegation of authority to the Department of Agriculture, further insulates agribusiness interests from public 
comment and response.   
 
The text of any legislation, court rule, or administrative regulation that is the subject of or referenced in 
this report. 
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2009-HB-5127 
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2009-HB-5128 
 








