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State Bar of Michigan | 201 -201  SECTION ANNUAL REPORT
Article VIII §1, Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan 
Every Section and State Bar entity so directed by the Board of Commissioners or Representative Assembly shall 
annually make a written report containing a summary of its activities during the association year which shall be 
submitted to the Secretary on or before May 31. Annual reports may not exceed five 8 1/2" x 11" pages unless a 
waiver of this limitation is approved by the Executive Director.

Administrative & Regulatory Law Section

Chair
P69036 Shaun Matthew Johnson

CMS Energy/Consumers Energy Company
1 Energy Plaza Dr
Jackson MI 49201-2357
Phone: (517) 788-1947
e-mail: shaun.m.johnson@cmsenergy.com

Chair-Elect
P42052 Laura Anne Chappelle, Lansing

Secretary
P68634 J. Patrick Howe, Birmingham

Treasurer
P40474 Michael S. Ashton, Lansing

Council Member
Term Ending: 2017
P42052 Laura Anne Chappelle, Lansing
P68634 J. Patrick Howe, Birmingham
P58820 Christine Mason Soneral, Novi
P76756 Ford James-Herbert Turrell, Grand Rapids
Term Ending: 2018
P40474 Michael S. Ashton, Lansing
P60678 Kimberly A. Breitmeyer, Lansing
P64621 Dennis William Mack, Lansing
P44084 Gerald A. Whalen, Lansing
Term Ending: 2019
P68160 Bradley N. Deacon, Lansing
P69036 Shaun Matthew Johnson, Jackson
P74350 Christopher Scott Patterson, Okemos
P18711 Richard A. Patterson, East Lansing

Commissioner Liaison
P24378 Michael S. Hohauser, Troy

Ex Officio
P58820 Christine Mason Soneral, Novi
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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
SECTION ANNUAL REPORT

CCouncil Meeting Schedule: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding Council meetings as an addendum. 

Meeting Type Date Location 

Events and/or Seminars: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding events and/or seminars as an addendum. 

Event or Seminar Title Date Location 

Council Meeting 6-27-16 Lansing

Annual Meeting 9-22-16 Grand Rapids

Council Meeting 10-26-16 East Lansing

Council Meeting 12-7-16 Telephone

Council Meeting 3-1-17 Telephone

Council Meeting 4-17-17 East Lansing

MPSC Luncheon 6-27-16 Lansing
Effective Presentations to ALJs Workshop 10-26-16 Lansing

Michigan Tax Tribunal Luncheon 1-31-17 East Lansing
Michigan Liquor Control Commission Luncheon 4-17-17 East Lansing 
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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
SECTION ANNUAL REPORT

Legislative issues: 

Recommendations for next Council: 

Other Information: 

Reports must be submitted before May 31, 2016 to: 

Jennifer Williams 
Administrative Assistant 
306 Townsend Street, Lansing MI 48933 
Email: jwilliams@mail.michbar.org 
Phone 517-367-6421 Fax: 517-482-6248 

n/a

We need to move events around so that we have some in Detroit or Grand Rapids.  Perhaps some mixers or 
social events.   

We've been doing the same events for several years.  Each event is very successful and well 
attended, but I think we need to do other things.  
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State Bar of Michigan | 201 -201  SECTION ANNUAL REPORT
Article VIII §1, Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan 
Every Section and State Bar entity so directed by the Board of Commissioners or Representative Assembly shall 
annually make a written report containing a summary of its activities during the association year which shall be 
submitted to the Secretary on or before May 31. Annual reports may not exceed five 8 1/2" x 11" pages unless a 
waiver of this limitation is approved by the Executive Director.

Agricultural Law Section

Chair
P75385 Allison Lee Eicher

Michigan State University College of Law John F. Schaefer Law Library
648 N Shaw Ln Rm 115
East Lansing MI 48824-4406
Phone: (517) 432-6968
e-mail: eicheral@law.msu.edu

Vice Chair
P79800 Amanda M. Gregory, Detroit

Secretary
P72240 Liza Catherine Moore, Lansing

Treasurer
P77855 Tyler Jacob Ernst, Lansing

Council Member
Term Ending: 2017
P71769 Kristiana M. Coutu, Kalamazoo
P42386 Jeff G. Haarer, Lansing
P38306 Mark E. Kellogg, Lansing
Term Ending: 2018
P49910 Kimberly A. Clarke, Grand Rapids
P35161 John R. Dresser, White Pigeon
P67723 Todd W. Hoppe, Grand Rapids

Commissioner Liaison
P58052 Krista Licata Haroutunian, Bingham Farms
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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
SECTION ANNUAL REPORT

CCouncil Meeting Schedule: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding Council meetings as an addendum. 

Meeting Type Date Location 

Events and/or Seminars: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding events and/or seminars as an addendum. 

Event or Seminar Title Date Location 

Council Meeting 8/24/2016 Conference Call

Council Meeting 9/28/2016 Conference Call

Council Meeting 12/2/2016 Conference Call

Council Meeting 4/26/2017 Conference Call

Council Meeting 5/24/2017 Conference Call

Section Luncheon / Networking Roundtable 4/19/2017 SBM, Lansing, MI

Reset Form
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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
SECTION ANNUAL REPORT

Legislative issues: 

Recommendations for next Council: 

Other Information: 

Reports must be submitted before May 31, 2016 to: 

Jennifer Williams 
Administrative Assistant 
306 Townsend Street, Lansing MI 48933 
Email: jwilliams@mail.michbar.org 
Phone 517-367-6421 Fax: 517-482-6248 

None

None
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Annual Meeting and CLE Program 9/23-24/16 Grand Rapids

Full Council Meeting 10/14/16 Lansing

Executive Committee Telephone Meeting 11/4/16 Teleconference

Executive Committee Telephone Meeting 1/13/17 Teleconference

Full Council Meeting 2/10/17 Lansing

Executive Committee Telephone Meeting 3/10/17 Teleconference

Executive Committee Telephone Meeting 4/14/17 Teleconference

Full Council Meeting 5/12/17 Lansing

Executive Committee Telephone Meeting 6/9/17 Teleconference

Full Council Meeting 8/11/17 Lansing

Executive Committee Telephone Meeting 9/8/17 Teleconference

Annual Meeting and CLE Program 10/13-14/17 Plymouth

Mediating Probate & Elder Law Disputes Teleseminar 12/13/16 Teleconference
Mediator Forum 12/15/16 Detroit

2017 Annual ADR Summit 3/21/17 Auburn Hills
Mediation Advocacy 6/6/17 Grand Rapids
Mediation Advocacy 6/29/17 Novi

Reset Form
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Amend MCL 600.4901 et seq. - to add provision for "automatic mediation" in civil cases.

Continue effort to lobby for amendment of MCL 600.4901 et seq.

ADR Section Mission Statement: To encourage conflict resolution by: 1) providing training and
education for ADR professionals; 2) giving professionals the tools to empower people in conflict to
create optimal resolutions; and 3) advancing the use of alternative dispute resolution processes in
our courts, government, businesses, and communities.
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State Bar of Michigan | 201 -201  SECTION ANNUAL REPORT
Article VIII §1, Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan 
Every Section and State Bar entity so directed by the Board of Commissioners or Representative Assembly shall 
annually make a written report containing a summary of its activities during the association year which shall be 
submitted to the Secretary on or before May 31. Annual reports may not exceed five 8 1/2" x 11" pages unless a 
waiver of this limitation is approved by the Executive Director.

American Indian Law Section

Chair
P71403 Cameron Ann Fraser

Michigan Indian Legal Services
814 S Garfield Ave Ste A
Traverse City MI 49686-2401
Phone: (231) 947-0122
Fax: (231) 947-3956
e-mail: cfraser@mils3.org

Chair-Elect
P78619 Tanya Marie Gibbs, Mattawan

Secretary
P55260 Stanette J. Amy, Burton

Treasurer
P55309 Tina M. Yost, Battle Creek

Council Member
Term Ending: 2017
P23814 John J. Lemire, Dearborn
P72933 Tanya Sue Wanageshik, Peshawbestown
Term Ending: 2018
P61654 Hon. Angela Kay Sherigan, Shelby Township
P73817 Karrie Sue Wichtman, Mattawan
Term Ending: 2019
P74014 Elizabeth Joan Cook, Fulton
P62307 Hon. Allie Greenleaf Maldonado, Harbor Sprin
P80049 Jennifer Viktoria Saeckl, Mattawan
P78552 Erika P. Weiss, Mattawan

Commissioner Liaison
P53594 Dana M. Warnez, Center Line

Law Student Advisor
Lydia Locklear, East Lansing

LS098592 Paul Stewart, Okemos
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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
SECTION ANNUAL REPORT

CCouncil Meeting Schedule: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding Council meetings as an addendum. 

Meeting Type Date Location 

Events and/or Seminars: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding events and/or seminars as an addendum. 

Event or Seminar Title Date Location 

Conference Call Nov 22, 2016

Conference Call Feb 10, 2017

Conference Call April 11, 2017

Conference Call May 24, 2017

Conference Call

Conference Call

Conference Call

Annual Meeting Sept 28, 2017 Cobo, Detroit

Annual Beverly Clark & Lynnmarie Johnson AILS SBM Winter/Spril 2017 Michigan
Bar Study Scholarships 

Recipients: Briana Green (UM grad), Lydia Locklear (MSU grad),

& Elise McGowan-Cuellar (MSU grad)

Annual Tecumseh Award Sept 28, 2017 Detroit, Michigan

Annual Program at SBM Sept 28, 2017 Detroit, Michigan
Working Title: Federal Indian Law under a Trump Presidency
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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
SECTION ANNUAL REPORT

Legislative issues: 

Recommendations for next Council: 

Other Information: 

Reports must be submitted before May 31, 2016 to: 

Jennifer Williams 
Administrative Assistant 
306 Townsend Street, Lansing MI 48933 
Email: jwilliams@mail.michbar.org 
Phone 517-367-6421 Fax: 517-482-6248 

n/a
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State Bar of Michigan | 201 -201  SECTION ANNUAL REPORT
Article VIII §1, Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan 
Every Section and State Bar entity so directed by the Board of Commissioners or Representative Assembly shall 
annually make a written report containing a summary of its activities during the association year which shall be 
submitted to the Secretary on or before May 31. Annual reports may not exceed five 8 1/2" x 11" pages unless a 
waiver of this limitation is approved by the Executive Director.

Animal Law Section

Chair
P51329 Ann M. Griffin

Michigan Humane Society
30300 Telegraph Rd Ste 220
Bingham Farms MI 48025-4509
Phone: (248) 283-1000
e-mail: annmgriffin@hotmail.com

Chair-Elect
P51251 Alice Anna Phillips, Lansing

Secretary
P57078 Jennifer L. Pierce, Harrison Township

Treasurer
P28266 Donald R. Garlit, Canton

Council Member
Term Ending: 2017
P51329 Ann M. Griffin, Bingham Farms
P68519 Rajesh Krishna Prasad, Detroit
P78480 Andrea Lynn Sebring, Linden
P73095 Meredith R. Sharp, Okemos
Term Ending: 2018
P67072 Stephanie N. Olsen, Troy
P68922 Anna Marie Scott, East Lansing
P27055 Stephen A. Seman, Saginaw
Term Ending: 2019
P54327 Richard C. Angelo, Jr., Grand Blanc
P75291 Christopher Iannuzzi, Lansing
P60717 Kieran Patrick Marion, Lansing
P80515 Brittany L. Taratuta, Detroit

Immediate Past Chair
P57078 Jennifer L. Pierce, Harrison Township
P61543 Laurie A. Hrydziuszko, Grand Rapids

Commissioner Liaison
P56304 Colleen A. Pero, Lansing
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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
SECTION ANNUAL REPORT

CCouncil Meeting Schedule: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding Council meetings as an addendum. 

Meeting Type Date Location 

Events and/or Seminars: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding events and/or seminars as an addendum. 

Event or Seminar Title Date Location 

Annual Meeting 9/23/16 Grand Rapids, MI 

Quarterly Section Meeting 12/10/16 Lansing, MI

Quarterly Section Meeting 3/20/17 teleconference

Information regarding the Brandi, Sadie, and Wanda Nash awards.

Awards
Brandi Award - Presented to Rep. Robert Kosowski for his significant contributions to animal welfare legislation. November 1, 2017 Lansing, MI 
Brandi Award - check presentation - Rep. Kosowski was able to designate a Michigan animal welfare charity to receive a $250 honorarium. February 3, 2017 Westland, MI 
Wanda Nash Award - presented to Christian Bucey, 3L, MSU College of Law. May 11, 2017 Lansing, MI 
Sadie Award - Presented to Connie Page and the late Tom Conner for extensive work on behalf of the Ingham County Animal Shelter. May 21, 2017 Lansing, MI

Events
Guest speaker - Delci Winders, Harvard Law May 7, 2017 Ann Arbor, MI 

Animal Law Summit August 12, 2016 Seattle, WA
Presentation on Michigan Anticruelty Law to Capitol Area Humane Society May 24, 2017 Lansing, MI 
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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
SECTION ANNUAL REPORT

Legislative issues: 

Recommendations for next Council: 

Other Information: 

Reports must be submitted before May 31, 2016 to: 

Jennifer Williams 
Administrative Assistant 
306 Townsend Street, Lansing MI 48933 
Email: jwilliams@mail.michbar.org 
Phone 517-367-6421 Fax: 517-482-6248 

The Section has been quite active regarding legislative matters and has filed a number of policy reports, all of which may be found at 
www.michbar.org/sections/animalpp.  Members of the legislative committee regularly appear in Lansing to testify on bills for which the Section has policy reports 
on file.

The Section regularly publishes an Animal Law Newsletter, archived copies of which may be found at 
www.connect.michbar.org/animallaw/newsletter/newsletters.  
 
The Section is currently working with the State Bar to update its Bylaws to more accurately reflect the 
Section's current practices and needs.
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Wanda Nash Award: Named for the SBM Animal Law Section's founder, the Wanda Nash Award is
presented annually to a graduating law student who has had the most impact on animal law.
Nominations are made by professors who teach animal law in Michigan law schools. Nominations are
reviewed by the Awards committee, which makes a recommendation to Council for a final vote.

Brandi Award: Established in 2000, the award recognizes a person in the legal or legislative profession
who has done something notable for animals. It has been awarded to prosecutors, judges, and
legislators. The recipient must be based in Michigan. Nominations are made by Section members and
reviewed by the Awards committee, which makes a recommendation to Council for a final vote.

Sadie Award: This award recognizes exceptional efforts on behalf of animals from those not involved in
the legal or legislative systems. It was named in memory of Sadie, a beloved family dog, who was killed
by an intentional act of animal cruelty. Nominations are made by Section members and reviewed by the
Section Awards committee, which makes a recommendation to Council for a final vote.
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State Bar of Michigan  |  2016–2017
Article VIII §1, Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan 
Every Section and State Bar entity so directed by the Board of Commissioners or Representative Assembly shall 
annually make a written report containing a summary of its activities during the association year which shall be 
submitted to the Secretary on or before May 31. Annual reports may not exceed five 8 1/2" x 11" pages unless a 
waiver of this limitation is approved by the Executive Director.

Appellate Practice Section

Chair
P68718 Gaetan Gerville-Reache

Warner Norcross & Judd LLP
111 Lyon St NW Ste 900
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2487
Phone: (616) 752-2207
Fax: (616) 222-2207
e-mail: greache@wnj.com

Chair-Elect
P33594 Joanne Geha Swanson, Detroit

Secretary
P46888 Bridget Brown Powers, Petoskey

Treasurer
P53864 Stephanie Simon Morita, Farmington Hills

Council Member
Term Ending: 2017
P66901 Conor B. Dugan, Grand Rapids
P54818 Christina A. Ginter, Detroit
P64957 Lauren M. London, Ypsilanti
P75090 Mark J. Magyar, Grand Rapids
P28165 Larry J. Saylor, Detroit
P67762 Ann M. Sherman, Lansing
Term Ending: 2018
P37150 Anne L. Argiroff, Farmington Hills
P31978 Judith A. Curtis, Grosse Pointe
P46290 Barbara H. Goldman, Southfield
P68924 Bradley R. Hall, Lansing
P70902 Joseph E. Richotte, Bloomfield Hills
P70189 Christopher Michael Smith, Lansing
Term Ending: 2019
P33231 Scott G. Bassett, Portage
P31590 Graham K. Crabtree, Lansing
P55595 Phillip J. DeRosier, Detroit
P27553 Richard C. Kraus, Lansing
P24269 Gerald F. Posner, Southfield

Commissioner Liaison
P43980 Hon. Michael J. Riordan, Detroit

Ex Officio
P49921 Jill M. Wheaton, Ann Arbor
P54144 Nancy Vayda Dembinski, Farmington Hills
P63233 Beth A. Wittmann, Detroit
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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
SECTION ANNUAL REPORT

CCouncil Meeting Schedule: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding Council meetings as an addendum. 

Meeting Type Date Location 

Events and/or Seminars: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding events and/or seminars as an addendum. 

Event or Seminar Title Date Location 

Regular 06/15/16 Brighton

Annual 09/22/16 Grand Rapids

Regular 11/18/16 Novi

Special 12/02/16 Council Listserv

Regular 12/16/16 Conference Call

Regular 01/20/17 Southfield

Regular 02/17/17 Farmington Hills

Regular 03/17/17 Lansing

Regular 04/21/17 Grand Rapids

Regular 05/19/17 Petoskey

Special 05/26/17 Council Listserv

Stay of Execution: Protecting the Client Pending Appeal 09/22/16 Grand Rapids
Economics of Appellate Practice: Court-appointed Appeals 11/18/16 Novi

Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society 04/20/17 Detroit
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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
SECTION ANNUAL REPORT

Legislative issues: 

Recommendations for next Council: 

Other Information: 

Reports must be submitted before May 31, 2016 to: 

Jennifer Williams 
Administrative Assistant 
306 Townsend Street, Lansing MI 48933 
Email: jwilliams@mail.michbar.org 
Phone 517-367-6421 Fax: 517-482-6248 

None

Judges on the Court of Appeals are keenly interested in updating the briefing rules to improve readability and advocacy in the court and take advantage of 
the new e-filing technology; the Council should continue efforts to develop rule amendments.  On another note, the rotation of meetings to various parts of 
the state continues to serve the Section well by providing greater access to Section members and increasing participation in the Council across the state.  
And Petoskey continues to be a popular venue for the May meeting.

See Addendum
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Appellate Practice Section of the State Bar of Michigan 
Addendum to 2016-2017 Annual Report 

Events and Seminars:  A summary of the Economics of Appellate Practice Seminar is attached. 

Legislative Issues:  None. 

Court Rules/Policy Positions: 

Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners on ADM File No. 2016-32 – Proposed 
Amendments to MCR 5.801, 5.802, 7.102, 7.103, 7.109, 7.202, 7.203, 7.205, 7.208, 
7.209, 7.210, 7.212, and 7.213 (Probate Appeals Amendments):  The Council advised 
the State Bar of Michigan Board of Commissioners that the amendments be supported 
with a recommendation for two minor amendments:  (1) Replace the reference to MCR 
5.801(B) with MCR 5.801(A) in the amendment to MCR 7.202(6)(a)(vii), and (2) Com-
bine the proposed MCR 7.202(6)(vi) with the existing MCR 7.202(6)(i) to avoid dup-
lication.  The Board of Commissioners adopted the Council’s recommendations and 
submitted included it in their comment to the Michigan Supreme Court. 

Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners on ADM File No. 2015-02 – Proposed 
Amendment to MCR 7.213 (Mediation): The Council recommended to the Board of 
Commissioners that the rule amendment should be revised to specifically exclude 
domestic relations appeals.  The Board of Commissioners adopted the Council’s rec-
ommendation and reported it to the Michigan Supreme Court in its comments on the 
proposed amendment.  

Comment on ADM File No. 2014-25 – Proposed Amendments to MCR 7.306 and MCR 
7.316:  The Council commented to the Michigan Supreme Court that mediations in the 
Michigan Supreme Court should exclude domestic relations cases, for the reasons stated 
in the previous position taken with regard to ADM File No. 20-15-02; the Council also 
echoed the concerns stated by Justice Markman in his concurring comments in the Order 
about the impropriety of ordering mediation in appeals to the Michigan Supreme Court; 
and, if a case were ordered to mediation, requested that the Court heed to the mediator’s 
recommendation(s) with regard to tolling or extending deadlines. 

Comment on SCAO Form CC 265 (Request for Appellate Counsel):  The Council 
commented to the Supreme Court Administrative Office that it supports the proposed 
revisions to this form, for the sake of simplifying and clarifying the process for indigent 
defendants to seek court-appointed counsel on appeal.  The Council was also in accord 
with the Michigan Appellate Assigned Counsel System’s reasons for supporting the 
amendment. 

Publications:  The Section published three issues of the Appellate Practice Section Journal this 
term. The winter and fall editions are printed in a traditional manner, but the combined 
spring/summer edition is electronic-only in an effort to reduce costs. The committee’s goal is to 
include at least two featured articles in each Journal, along with recurring columns: From the 
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Chair (by Gaëtan Gerville-Réache); Cases Pending Before the Supreme Court After Grant of 
Oral Argument on Application (by Linda M. Garbarino); Meet the Judge(s) (by Ann M. Sherman 
and Conor B. Dugan); Selected Decisions of Interest to the Appellate Practitioner (by Barbara H. 
Goldman); and Recommended Reading for the Appellate Lawyer (by Mary Massaron). 

Other Activities/Events: 

Court Rules - The Council has approved proposed amendments to MCR 7.209 to clarify the 
authority of trial courts to stay enforcement of money judgments without a bond, which will 
soon be submitted to the State Bar as a proposed policy position and then to the Michigan 
Supreme Court for consideration if not inconsistent with the State Bar’s position. 

Good Deeds - The Section sponsored a volunteer event at the Gleaners Community Food 
Bank warehouse in Detroit.  Participating with other groups of volunteers from all over the 
city, appellate lawyers (and family members) worked in teams to fill orders of packaged food 
items for distribution to Gleaners’ partners.  Gleaners operates distribution centers in five 
counties, providing perishable and non-perishable food items to over 500 soup kitchens, food 
pantries, shelters and other hunger relief agencies throughout southeastern Michigan. 

Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society Luncheon – The Section sponsored a table at 
the annual fundraising luncheon for the MSC Historical Society in recognition of the 
importance of preserving the history of our highest appellate court. 

Ad Hoc E-Briefing Committee - The Section has assembled a dedicated group of Section 
members to address the readability, accessibility, and technological issues that have arisen 
and are expected to arise as a result of recent developments in e-filing.  The advent of 
electronic filing and continuing developments in this area of our practice, both in terms of 
filing and online access to lower court records, continues to be a topic of great interest to the 
Section and appellate judiciary.  Members of the judiciary in particular have expressed great 
interested in receiving a recommendation from the Council for rules that will take the most 
advantage of the new technology to improve the administration of justice in the appellate 
courts.  The Committee’s ultimate objective is to recommend rules changes to the Council 
that will accomplish this end. 
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Officer Meeting 06/06/16 teleconference

Officer Meeting teleconference

Council Meeting [recommended amended bylaws] & program 08/25/16 Brooks Kushman Southfield

SectionAnnual /CouncilMeeting [approved amended bylaws]program 09/22/16 Grand Rapids

Council Meeting  & program 03/09/17 Wayne Law - Detroit

Co- sponsored Representing the Next YouTube Star 06/16/16 ICLE online on-demand

Invited Section to IT section program on cybersecurity 08/11/16 Pontiac

Co-sponsored Profiting from the Holocaust [art] 09/14/16 Farmington Hills

Perspectives on Music Licensing 09/22/16 Grand Rapids

Hensel Award Ceremony and Reception [Katy Locker awardee]

Invited Section to Intern'l Law Section program on IP rights in China 09/13/16 Detroit
Sponsored Social Media Hijacking: Trends, Responses & Solutions with IT Section 03/09/17 Wayne Law-Detroit

Sponsored ICLE Webcast Data Privacy in Sports  Marketing air date TBD 05/23/17 online ICLE webcast 

Promoted music and arts events on Section Facebook page

Reset Form
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None adopted. Discussed the previous legislative changes in prior years to the Michigan Film Office.

Task force/group to work on articles for Dec 2018 ACES theme issue of Bar Journal; Continued support and review of 
lawyers for creative economy program with Creative Many; support Detroit Music Foundation museum proposal; support 
Hensel Award; add law student representative(s) to Council

Upcoming Annual Section Meeting 09/28 with program on issues in art and photography, copyright 
and visual rights; Amended bylaws adopted at 09/22/16 meeting afer review and revision by council 
and long-standing to do project; March 2017program publicized with law students at the law schools; 
committees/task forces/groups depending on activity: Lawyers for Creative Economy; Hensel Award; 
social; film office/legislative; social media; outreach.
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State Bar of Michigan | 201 -201  SECTION ANNUAL REPORT
Article VIII §1, Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan 
Every Section and State Bar entity so directed by the Board of Commissioners or Representative Assembly shall 
annually make a written report containing a summary of its activities during the association year which shall be 
submitted to the Secretary on or before May 31. Annual reports may not exceed five 8 1/2" x 11" pages unless a 
waiver of this limitation is approved by the Executive Director.

Aviation Law Section

Chair
P32379 Donald C. Frank

Meridian Law Center PC
2295 Sower Blvd
Okemos MI 48864-3292
Phone: (517) 349-0000
Fax: (517) 349-2941
e-mail: franklaw@sbcglobal.net

Chair-Elect
P61774 Brian E. Kersey, Grand Rapids

Secretary
P24921 Gerald V. Padilla, Birmingham

Treasurer
P73388 Joshua David Beard, Grand Rapids

Council Member
Term Ending: 2017
P48509 Mark A. Fullmer, Saint Clair
P36690 Euel W. Kinsey, Jr., Bloomfield Hills
Term Ending: 2018
P54139 Dean Greenblatt, Bloomfield Hills
P23593 Charles J. Senger, Okemos

Commissioner Liaison
P59529 Danielle Mason Anderson, Kalamazoo

Chairperson Emeritus
P33747 Steven M. Chait, Waterford
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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
SECTION ANNUAL REPORT

CCouncil Meeting Schedule: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding Council meetings as an addendum. 

Meeting Type Date Location 

Events and/or Seminars: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding events and/or seminars as an addendum. 

Event or Seminar Title Date Location 

Council Planning Meeting 3/23/2017 Okemos

Eastern Mich Univ Aviation Forum 2/21/2017 EMU Student Center

Reset Form

Reset Form
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Legislative issues: 

Recommendations for next Council: 

Other Information: 

Reports must be submitted before May 31, 2016 to: 

Jennifer Williams 
Administrative Assistant 
306 Townsend Street, Lansing MI 48933 
Email: jwilliams@mail.michbar.org 
Phone 517-367-6421 Fax: 517-482-6248 

Follow up on audio-visual library and additional seminars.  First meeting of council should be as soon as 
possible after the annual meeting.

Reset Form
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State Bar of Michigan  |  2016–2017
Article VIII §1, Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan 
Every Section and State Bar entity so directed by the Board of Commissioners or Representative Assembly shall 
annually make a written report containing a summary of its activities during the association year which shall be 
submitted to the Secretary on or before May 31. Annual reports may not exceed five 8 1/2" x 11" pages unless a 
waiver of this limitation is approved by the Executive Director.

Criminal Law Section

Chair
P11596 Hon. William J. Caprathe

3055 Linden Park Dr
Bay City MI 48706-2553
Phone: (989) 225-6407
e-mail: bcaprathe@netscape.net

Chair-Elect
P74227 Stephanie Elena Farkas, Saint Joseph

Secretary
P72601 Joshua Adam Blanchard, Greenville

Treasurer
P30104 Michael J. Marutiak, Lansing

Council Member
Term Ending: 2017
P30410 Michael J. Brady, Farmington Hills
P34004 Sherrie P. Guess, Lansing
P59391 Michael J. Nichols, East Lansing
P33045 Charles D. Sherman, Saint Johns
Term Ending: 2018
P57253 Opolla Brown, Detroit
P41934 David E. Gilbert, Battle Creek
P21465 Bruce A. Timmons, Okemos
P35975 William J. Winters, III, Detroit
P72107 Ryan Zemke, Utica
Term Ending: 2019
P75898 Goran Antovski, Mount Clemens

TO BE DETERMINED, ASAP
P78828 Christina Bertrand Hines, Detroit
P56505 Tamara J. Phillips, Flint
P78607 Colemon Luther Potts, Detroit

Michigan Judges Association Member
P27910 Hon. Martha Damiani Anderson, Pontiac

Michigan District Judges Association Member
P30156 Hon. Hugh Barrington Clarke, Jr., Lansing

Editor
P66674 Elaine M. Spiliopoulos, Ann Arbor

Commissioner Liaison
P28714 E. Thomas McCarthy, Jr., Grand Rapids

Ex Officio
P56521 Stephen J. Gobbo, Lansing
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Rep./Criminal Jurisprudence & Practice Cmte.
P21465 Bruce A. Timmons, Okemos

Rep./Prisons & Corrections Sec.
P30104 Michael J. Marutiak, Lansing

Rep./Pros. Attys. Assoc. of MI
P36296 Neil F. O'Brien, Charlotte

Rep./Children's Law Sec.
P56492 Christine P. Piatkowski, Brighton

Criminal Issues Initiative Liaison
P69552 Heather J. Garretson, Grand Haven

Rep./Crim. Defense Attys of MI
P78611 Brian Richard Watkins, Lansing
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CCouncil Meeting Schedule: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding Council meetings as an addendum. 

Meeting Type Date Location 

Events and/or Seminars: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding events and/or seminars as an addendum. 

Event or Seminar Title Date Location 

Council Meeting 10/18/16 Lansing Country Club

Council Meeting 11/15/16 Lansing Country Club

Council Meeting 12/13/16 Lansing Country Club

Council Meeting 01/17/17 University Club of MSU

Council Meeting 03/21/17 Lansing Country Club

Council Meeting 04/18/17 Lansing Country Club

Council Meeting 05/16/17 Lansing Country Club 

Council Meeting (scheduled) 06/20/17 Lansing Country Club

Section and Council Meeting (scheduled) 09/29/17 Cobo Hall, Detroit

40th Mid-Winter Ski Conference 02/19/17 Shanty Creek Resort, Bellaire

Biennial Criminal Law Section Policy Conference (scheduled) 06/08-06/10/17 Mission Point, Mackinac Island

Criminal Law Section Social (scheduled) 06/17/17 Cooley Law School Stadium

Criminal Law Section Annual Meeting and Program (scheduled) 09/29/17 Cobo Hall, Detroit

Reset Form

Reset Form
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Legislative issues: 

Recommendations for next Council: 

Other Information: 

Reports must be submitted before May 31, 2016 to: 

Jennifer Williams 
Administrative Assistant 
306 Townsend Street, Lansing MI 48933 
Email: jwilliams@mail.michbar.org 
Phone 517-367-6421 Fax: 517-482-6248 

On behalf of the Section, the Council took positions on numerous legislative and other policy matters during the 
year, all of which have been duly reported to the Bar and are detailed in our monthly Council meeting minutes.

The 2017-18 Council should continue with a series of seminars, conferences and other events for the benefit of Section members.   The work 
of coordinating a feature issue of the Bar Journal in is ongoing.   Our newsletter to Section membership will continue on a regular basis. 

The Criminal Law Section is scheduled for a feature issue of the Bar Journal (likely to be in January 
of 2019).    In 2017 our newsletter was re-named in honor of a founding and long-standing Council 
member, James Shonkwiler, who recently passed.   The newsletter is now the "Shonkwiler Sentinel".
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COMMITTEE: Adoption Sub-Committee  

COMMITTEE CHAIR:  Dion E. Roddy

° Tel No.    (313) 278-8779  

° Email:  dion@michigan-adoptions.com 

ACTIVE MEMBERS OF COMMITTEE:   

Dion Roddy
Joanne Lax
Teri Rosenzweig
Mary Conklin
Donna Medina
Ken Rathert
Jen Grahek
Melissa Neckers

Chantal Wentworth-Mullin
Jane Sylvester
Laura Morris
Keela Gracey
Lauran Howard
Liisa Speaker
Mark Pellecchia

DATE:  May 31, 2017  

DATES of COMMITTEE MEETINGS:_3rd Thursday of every odd month________________

SIGNIFICANT COMMITTEE ACTIONS/ACCOMPLISHMENTS : Advising the Family Law 
Section on adoption matters; review proposed legislation, as well as proposing new 
legislation and amendments to existing legislation; filing of amicus brief by a coalition of 
individual members (not sanctioned by the Family Law Section and independent of the sub-
committee) in appeal cases regarding approval of fees in adoption; election of new 
chairperson Dion E. Roddy with the departure of former chairperson Stephanie Benedict; 
farewell to former chairperson and long-time active member Herbert Brail as he retires from 
the practice of law. 

PENDING COMMITTEE MATTERS: Proposed amended language to MCL 710.55 and 
MCL 750.136c; commenting on proposed SCAO forms; proposed communications with 
adoption departments statewide regarding hearings on out-of-court consents. 

SIGNIFICANT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS: Proposed amended language to MCL 
710.55 and MCL 750.136c to protect attorneys representing and advising clients in court-
supervised adoptions 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON (USE 2
ND

 PAGE IF NECESSARY):  
None. 

2016-2017 ANNUAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
FAMILY LAW SECTION
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By:  _____/s/ Dion E. Roddy___________________  
Dion E. Roddy 

Date: ____May 31, 2017______________________  
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Bar Year: 2016-2017 
 
Section Name: Health Care Law Section      
 
Mission Statement:  
Serves as an educational resource for members of the Section for the purpose of fostering 
professional development and understanding of health care laws and issues;  
 
Provide education to members of the State Bar, members of the health care community and the 
general public with regard to health care laws and related issues;  
 
Advocate, comment on or provide input with respect to state and federal legislation, regulations and 
public policy that affect the practice of health care law, consistent with the Bylaws of the State Bar of 
Michigan;  
 
Establish and maintain working relationships with attorney organizations and organizations of health 
care professionals, providers, consumers and other members of the health care community in this 
State and other states for the purpose of fostering better communication and understanding of health 
care laws and related issues and advocating Section interests; and  
 
Promote awareness of the purpose and work of the Section among State Bar members, the health 
care community and the general public and encourage their participation in Section activities. 
 

Officers and Council Members: 
 

Officer Name Address Telephone Email 
Chair 
 

Timothy C. 
Gutwald 

250 Monroe 
Ave. NW Ste. 
800, Grand 
Rapids, MI 
49503-2283 

616-831-1727 gutwaldt@millerjohnson.com 
 

Chair-Elect 
 

Matthew R. 
Keuten 
 

Honigman 
Miller 
Schwartz & 
Cohn LLP, 
600 
Woodward 
Ave., Ste. 
2290, Detroit, 
MI 48226 

313-465-7510 mkeuten@honigman.com 
 

Secretary 
 

Patrick J. 
Haddad 

Kerr Russell 
& Weber 
PLC, 500 
Woodward 
Ave., Ste. 
2500, Detroit, 
MI 48226 

313-961-0200 phaddad@kerr-russell.com 
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Treasurer 
 

Joshua J. 
Moore 

Trinity Health 
20555 Victor 
Parkway, 
Livonia, MI 
48152 

734-343-1372 moorej@trinity-health.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Member Term 
Expires

Member Term 
Expires

Martha R. Boonstra 2017 Matthew R. Keuten 2019 
Patrick J. Haddad 2017 Nicole E. Stratton 2019 
John W. Hazewinkle 2017 Mark S. Kopson – Immediate Past 

President 
2017 

Joshua J. Moore 2017   
Patricia C. Schabath 2017   
Timothy C. Gutwald 2018   
Cara L. Jansma 2018   
Sheerin Siddique 2018   
Louis Szura 2018   
Mercedes V. Dordeski 2019   

 
 
Council Meeting Schedule: Council meetings are held monthly on the first Thursday of each month 
via teleconference. 
 
General Budget Information: The Section received approximately $33,000 in member dues during 
Fiscal Year 2017. The funds are used for the following purposes: (1) educational opportunities via 
webinars and an in-person Annual Meeting; (2) in support of the annual ICLE Health Law Institute; 
(3) scholarships for law students interested in a health law career; (4) membership outreach and 
networking activities; and (5) administrative services. Consistent with prior years, the financial 
position of the Section remains strong.  
 
 
Events and/or Seminars: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding events and/or seminars as an addendum. 
 
Event or Seminar Title Date Location 
Art Prize Tour – Networking 
Event 

Tuesday, October 18, 2016 Art Prize, Grand Rapids 

Join Twitter Contest Friday, November 4, 2016 – 
Monday, November 7, 2016 

Twitter 
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Event or Seminar Title Date Location 
Veterans Law Clinic Volunteer 
Event 

Friday, November 11, 2016  University of Detroit Mercy 

Health Care Leadership 
Summit 

Friday, November 18, 2016 
 

Troy, Marriott 

Ringing in the New Year 
under MACRA: Value Based 
Payments to Providers 

Tuesday, January 10, 2017 Webinar 

New Member Welcome 
Campaign 

Wednesday, January 11, 2017 Internet, Phone calls, email 

Membership Networking 
Event - Night at the Palace – 
Pistons Game 

Wednesday, January 18, 2017 The Palace of Auburn Hills 

Legal Considerations with 
Telemedicine, Including 
Vendor Relationships 

Tuesday, January 21, 2017 Webinar 

Membership Networking 
Event – Night at the Griffins 

Friday, February 24, 2017 Van Andel Arena, Grand 
Rapids 

ICLE Health Law Institute & 
Appreciation Dinner 

Thursday & Friday, March 9 & 
10, 2017 

Inn at St. John’s, Plymouth 

Medical Marijuana in 
Michigan: Navigating State 
and Local Regulations 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 Webinar 

New Member & Student 
Networking - Fowling 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 The Folwing Warehouse, 
Detroit, MI 

Medicare Advantage 
Compliance Requirements 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 Webinar 

Pitfall of EMR Systems and 
the Impact on Facilities 

June - TBD Webinar 

PA and NP Scope of Practice June - TBD Webinar 

Membership Networking 
Event – Tigers Game 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 Bodman PLC (Ford Field) & 
Comerica Park 

HCLS Annual Meeting Tuesday, September 12, 2017 Detroit Athletic Club, Detroit 
 
Section Committees: The Health Care Law Section features seven standing committees: Substantive 
Law, Publications, Legislative, Pro Bono, Fellows, New Lawyers and Law Students, and Membership.  
The work of each of those committees is summarized below: 
 
Substantive Law Committee: The Substantive Law Committee is the Section Committee 
responsible for arranging educational programs throughout the year, typically presented in a 
teleconference/webinar format to benefit the Section's membership at no additional cost. Its work is 
accomplished through four subject matter subcommittees: Technology Subcommittee, Payors  
Subcommittee, Providers Subcommittee and Medical–Legal Subcommittee. It produced four 
webinars on a wide variety of health care law topics with others planned for Summer and early Fall 
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2017.  The topics and titles of the webinars are listed above under the heading “Events and/or 
Seminars.”  
 
Publications Committee:  This year, the Committee published three new papers:  

Corporate Integrity Agreements: Understanding Compliance Risk and Obligations to the Government” to be 
published in June. 
“Commercial Audits and Appeals White Paper” also to be published in June. 
And, a comprehensive whitepaper entitled “Representing Physicians in Fair Hearing Proceedings” to 
be published in July. 

 
The Committee also has continued to promote and streamline the existing online publication 
resources for HCLS members. 
 
Legislative Committee:  The Committee monitored Michigan health care legislative developments 
on an as-needed basis, reporting on such matters to the Section Council.  The Committee's activities 
included monitoring and reporting on Michigan legislation such as Public Act 499 of 2016 (advance 
practice registered nurses), Public Act 379 of 2016 (physician assistants), Public Act 22 of 2017 
(telehealth services including prescribing and clinical nurse specialists licensing matters), Public Act 
359 of 2016 (telehealth services including prescribing), Senate Bill 270 of 2017 (prohibits prescribing 
Schedule 2 – 5  controlled substance absent bona fide prescriber-patient relationship), Senate Bill 272 
of 2017 (prescribing opioids/patient consent form), Senate Bill 273 of 2017 (requires prescribers to 
provide information on substance use disorder services to patients treated for opioid-related 
overdoses), Senate Bill 274 of 2017 (prohibits prescribers from prescribing opioids under specified 
circumstances), House Bill 4404 of 2017 (regulates pain management facilities), House Bill 4405 of 
2017 (qualified immunity to pharmacists who refuses to dispense Schedule 2 -5 controlled substances), 
and House Bill 4408 (mandates parental consent/disclosures when prescribing to a minor a controlled 
substance containing an opioid, subject to certain exceptions).

Pro Bono Committee:  The Pro Bono Committee continues its partnership with the Veteran’s Law 
Clinic at the University of Detroit Mercy Law School. This partnership seeks to pair section members 
with an interest in serving veterans with the population served by the clinic. The Section sends out 
reminders about the clinic and its work in conjunction with Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day, and 
publishes information about available training sessions offered through the clinic.  The committee is 
working to establish additional partnerships with similar clinics serving different populations and is in 
communication with a number of different potential partners to expand the groups the Health Care 
Law Section works with to provide pro bono services.  The goal of the committee is to pair section 
members with diverse interests with existing organizations that serve the community and to promote 
awareness of and interest in these groups and the legal needs of the clients they serve.  The committee 
hopes to establish relationships with a number of groups to provide varying opportunities for pro 
bono service among Health Care Law Section members and then to serve as a liaison between the 
members and these various organizations. 
 
 
Fellows Committee:  The Section established a Fellows Program in 2011 to honor former Health 
Care Law Section leaders who have made sustained, outstanding contributions to the Section and the 
practice of health care law in Michigan.  Fellows are recognized each year at the Section's Annual 
Meeting. The Fellows Committee administers the Fellows Program, which includes nominating 
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Fellows for election by the Council, and handling all matters regarding the presentation of Fellows at 
the Annual Meeting.  The Fellows Committee meets periodically to discuss nominations and other 
matters concerning the program.  In 2016, the Fellows Committee nominated, and the Council elected, 
the following attorneys as Fellows: Agnes G. Hagerty, Marta J. Hoffman, Robert S. Iwrey, Thomas J. 
McGraw, and John R. Mucha.  The 2017 class of Fellows will be selected in early summer and honored 
at a dinner following the Section’s Annual Meeting on September 12, 2017.  A list of all Health Care 
Law Section Fellows is posted on the Section’s web page.   
 
New Lawyers and Law Student Committee:  As part of its mission to develop new health care 
lawyers, the Committee hosted a series of well-attended “Lunch & Learn” programs regarding the 
practice of health law at several Michigan law schools. The Committee also administered the 
Section’s Academic Achievement program under which the Section awards $1,500 scholarships to 
law students at eligible Michigan law schools who exhibit a high level of achievement in health care-
related law courses. The recipients will attend and be honored at our Annual Meeting. 
 
Membership Committee:  Organized several networking events this year.  The Committee orients 
new Section members to the Section and engages Section members through the Section’s Twitter 
account.  Key events and milestones included:  
 

October 18, 2016 – Great Lakes Pub Cruiser social event held in Grand Rapids, MI. 
 

January 18, 2017 – Pistons Game Networking Event in Detroit, MI 
 

February 24, 2017 – Grand Rapids Griffins Networking Event in Grand Rapids, MI 
 

March 9, 2017 – Tweets for Treats at ICLE Health Law Institute 
 

June 15, 2017 – Detroit Tigers Game social event held in Detroit, MI. 
 
 
Recommendations for next Council:  
 

Continue to provide educational opportunities to the Section’s membership via expert led 
webinars and educational papers with an emphasis on addressing a diverse array of topics that 
reflects the diverse practice areas of Section members. 
Continue to expand and emphasize networking opportunities to the Section's membership. 
Continue efforts to increase all types of diversity in the Section’s membership and in all of its 
operations and programming. 
Continue to build and strengthen affiliations with Michigan law schools and encouraging law 
students to become committee members and actively participate in the Section’s social and 
educational opportunities. 
Continue the Section’s strong relationship with ICLE including continued co-sponsorship of 
the Annual Health Law Institute and Section Appreciation Dinner and consider co-sponsoring 
a mid-year educational event with ICLE.  
Continue to support the Section’s Pro-Bono efforts and develop additional opportunities for 
Members to utilize their expertise to benefit their community. 
Conduct a comprehensive review of the Section’s Bylaws and make any necessary changes.  
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Other Information: It has been an honor and a pleasure to serve as Chair of the Section and to be a 
part of such a dedicated and hard-working team. I thank all Council members, officers, committee 
and subcommittee members and chairs, and the many volunteers who contributed so much of their 
time and talent to the Section this year. I would like to especially thank Mark Kopson and Patrick 
Haddad for their years of service and leadership on the Council and Mark’s advice and hard work as 
Immediate Past Chair. Finally, I offer special thanks and appreciation to our incredibly dedicated, 
hard-working, efficient and always positive Section Administrative Assistant, Susan Stokes, and the 
entire SBM staff, without whose help this year’s successes would not have been achieved.  
 
 
Timothy C. Gutwald 
Chair, Health Care Law Section 
State Bar of Michigan 
2016-2017 
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Bar Year: 2016-2017 
 
Submitted: May 31, 2017 
 
Section Name: Intellectual Property Law Section (“Section” or “IPLS”) 
 
Mission Statement: The purposes of this Section are to study the laws and procedures pertaining 
to federal and state patent, trademark and copyright laws and to promote the fair and just 
administration of such laws; to study and report upon proposed legislation; to promote the legal 
education of members of the bar, and the general public on the problems of patent, trademark 
and copyright law by sponsoring meetings, institutes and conferences devoted to the problems of 
patent, trademark and copyright law by the preparation and dissemination of pamphlets and 
brochures with respect thereto and by preparing, sponsoring and publishing legal writings in the 
patent, trademark and copyright field. 
 
Officers and Council Members: 
 
Chair 
 
P65605  David Charles Berry 

Brooks Kushman, P.C. 
1000 Town Center 
22nd Floor 
Southfield, MI  48075 
(248) 358-4400 

 e-mail: dberry@BrooksKushman.com 
 

Chair-Elect 
 
P64116  Hope V. Shovein, Southfield 
 
Secretary-Treasurer 
 
P71221  Kendra Sue Mattison, Auburn Hills 
 
Council Members 
 
Term Ending: 2017 
P34108 Lisabeth H. Coakley, Troy 
P57284 Kristin L. Murphy, Southfield 
P73748 Angela Kathleen Caligiuri, Detroit 
 
Term Ending: 2018 
P65709 Thomas J. Appledorn, Bloomfield Hills 
P56165 Kimberly A. Berger, Detroit 
P67837 Aaron J. Wong, Grand Rapids 
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Term Ending: 2019 
P66094 E. Colin Cicotte, Troy 
P55994 Matthew L. Goska, Grand Rapids 
P53467 Mary Margaret O'Donnell, Birmingham 
 
Commissioner Liaison 
P74182 Andrew Frederick Fink, III, Ann Arbor 
 
Council Meeting Schedule: 
 
Meeting Type Date Location 
Section Annual Meeting July 23, 2016 Grand Hotel 

Mackinac Island, MI 
Council Meeting August 11, 2016 Lansing Crown Plaza Hotel, 

Lansing, MI 
Council Meeting September 8, 2016 Lansing Crown Plaza Hotel, 

Lansing, MI 
Council Meeting October 13, 2016 Teleconference 
Council Meeting November 10, 2016 Teleconference 
Council Meeting December 8, 2016 Teleconference 
Council Meeting January 12, 2017 Teleconference 
Council Meeting February 9, 2017 Teleconference 
Council Meeting March 13, 2017 Kellogg Conference Center, 

East Lansing, MI 
Council Meeting April 13, 2017 Teleconference 
Council Meeting Scheduled for June 8, 2017 Teleconference 

 
Minutes of all meetings are available at: http://connect.michbar.org/iplaw/council/minutes.  
 
Intellectual Property Law Section Membership: 1189 Members (as of April 30, 2017). 
 
Intellectual Property Law Section Publication: As of this Report, the Section has published 
two issues of IPLS Proceedings in December 2016 and March 2017. The Section expects a third 
issue to be published during the summer of 2017.  Copies of IPLS Proceedings are available at: 
http://connect.michbar.org/iplaw/newsletter.  In an effort to save costs and "go green," the IPLS 
Proceedings is now distributed electronically. 
 
General Budget Information:  The Section continues to maintain a solid financial position, 
with a balance reported for April 30, 2017 of $130,457.89. The balance includes $26,915.20 in 
funds dedicated for the establishment of the Michigan Patent Pro Bono Project. The funds are 
attributable to excess sponsorship funds from the Elijah J. McCoy United States Patent and 
Trademark Office Detroit Office Grand Opening Gala, held on July 12, 2012 at the Henry Ford 
(Dearborn, MI). To date, $8,025.01 has been incurred in connection with the pro bono program. 
The Section’s most significant expenditure this year was associated with the IPLS Spring 
Seminar held at the Kellogg Center on March 13, 2017, which totaled $13,527.91. This amount 
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has not yet been deducted from the above noted balance as of the submission of this report due to 
the timing of the invoice. 
 
Events and/or Seminars: 
 
Event or Seminar Title Date Location 

Reception for Dep. Director Russ 
Slifer, USPTO 

September 15, 2016 Detroit Athletic Club, Detroit, 
MI 

IP Law Section Reception at 
SBM Annual Meeting 

September 21-23, 2016 DeVos Place/Reserve, Grand 
Rapids, MI 

2017 Spring IP Law Seminar March 13, 2017 Kellogg Center, East Lansing, 
MI 

World IP Day  May 6, 2017 The Henry Ford Museum, 
Dearborn, MI 

USPTO Midwest Regional Office 
5-Year Anniversary Reception 

Scheduled for July 14, 2017 To Be Announced (Metro 
Detroit Area) 

43rd Annual Intellectual Property 
Law Institute 

Scheduled for July 20-22, 2017 Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island, 
MI 

Intellectual Property Law Fall 
Seminar: Basic Trademark and 
Patent Practice for Lawyers and 
Paralegals 

Scheduled for October 3, 2017 The Inn at St. John’s, 
Plymouth, MI 

 
Reception with Russell Slifer, Deputy Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual 
Property and Deputy Director of the U.S. Patent & Trademark: On September 15, 2016, the 
IPLS hosted Russell Slifer, the Deputy Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property 
and Deputy Director of the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office, for a luncheon to recognize the fifth 
anniversary of the Leahy-Smith America Invents Act. Dr. Christal Sheppard, Director of the 
Midwest Regional U.S. Patent Office introduced Mr. Slifer. Mr. Slifer provided a presentation 
and led a discussion of recent events at the USPTO. 
 
IP Law Section Reception at SBM Annual Meeting: On September 21-23, 2016, the Section 
hosted a reception for attendees at the State Bar of Michigan Annual Meeting at the DeVos 
Place/Reserve, in Grand Rapids, MI. The reception was generously sponsored by Price 
Heneveld, LLP. The reception was co-sponsored by the Information Technology Law Section 
and the Arts, Communications, Entertainment & Sports Section. The reception was well-
attended. 
 
42nd Annual Intellectual Property Law Institute held July 21-23, 2016, Mackinac Island, 
MI:  The 2016 IP Institute was held at the Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island, returning to the 
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island after last year’s program at the Book Cadillac Hotel in Detroit, Michigan. This year 234 
people registered for the event, with 207 actual attendees. This was up from the 172 attendees at 
the 2015 program at the Westin Book Cadillac in Detroit. Attendance was down slightly from the 
228 attendees at the last Mackinac program in 2014. The program included outstanding 
presentations from nationally renowned speakers on a range of patent, trademark, copyright, and 
other related topics. Featured speakers included Hon. Kara F. Stoll, Circuit Judge, U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Federal Circuit, and Hon. Gerard F. Rogers, Chief Judge of the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, Trademark Trial and Board. Evaluations of the speakers were positive. The 
overall rating for the seminar was 6.57 out of 7.0.  The program included a Women in IP 
Breakfast and two receptions on the Grand Hotel porch. Platinum sponsors were Cantor Colburn, 
LLP, Fishman Stewart, PLLC, and Harness, Dickey & Pierce, PLC. The Section appreciates 
ICLE’s support for this program. 
 
2017 Spring IP Law Seminar, held March 13, 2017 in at the Kellogg Center, East Lansing:  
Our annual Spring IP Law Seminar had 170 registrants and 133 attendees. Registration and 
attendance was down from the 194 registrants/192 attendees in 2016. Actual attendance was 
affected by a snow storm on the morning of the event. Programming for the Spring Seminar 
continued to focus on practical topics to benefit members’ practice areas. This included 
presentations on the new Federal Defend Trade Secrets Act, cybersecurity and privacy, IP asset 
valuation, and ethics and conflicts of interest in patent prosecution. The luncheon speaker was 
Prof. Megan Carpenter of Texas A&M University Law School, who presented on disparaging 
and scandalous trademarks. Scores for the speakers were very solid, averaging 5.99 out of 7.0. 
 
43rd Annual Intellectual Property Law Institute to be held July 20-22, 2017 at the Grand 
Hotel, Mackinac Island:  The 43rd Annual IP Law Institute will return to the Grand Hotel in 
July, with advanced patent and copyright sessions Thursday afternoon, updates Friday morning, 
and various topics Saturday morning.  The Section is very excited that the Honorable Jimmie V. 
Reyna of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit will speak, along with a slate of 
outstanding speakers providing IP perspectives from government, corporate, and outside counsel 
perspectives. 
 
2017 Annual Business Meeting:  The Section’s annual business meeting will be held July 22, 
2017 at 8:00 a.m. at the Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island in conjunction with the 43rd Annual 
Intellectual Property Law Institute. 
 
Other Section Projects During 2016-2017: 
 
IP Pro Bono Initiative: The Michigan Patent Pro Bono Project (Project) is a service project of 
the IPL Section. The Project seeks to address the unmet need for patent legal services in 
Michigan by matching low-income inventors and innovators with volunteer patent attorneys. The 
Project was launched in November 2014, and is one of 21 regional programs providing pro bono 
patent legal services in all 50 states, plus the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.  
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During 2016-2017, the Project expanded its operations, including: 
 
In its second year of operation, the Project received requests for legal services from 35 persons. 
Of these, seven were placed with volunteer attorneys and three more were placed with law 
school patent clinical programs. 
 
David C. Berry, who serves as chair of the Steering Committee, continued to serve on the Board 
of Directors of the Pro Bono Advisory Council, a not-for-profit corporation that coordinates 
patent pro bono programs nationwide. 
 
Representatives of the Project have promoted the program to audiences across the state, 
including: the Small Business Legal Academy 2017 program (part of Detroit Startup Week); the 
USPTO Detroit Office Saturday Program at Detroit Public Library; the Michigan Inventors 
Entrepreneurs Coalition, 4th Annual Innovate MI Event in Lansing; 16th Annual Collaboration 
for Entrepreneurship (ACE'16); and the USPTO Midwest Regional Seminar: “Seminar for 
Startups: Protecting Your Intellectual Property,” MSU Technology Innovation Center, East 
Lansing. 
 
During 2016, the following firms and organizations accepted pro bono clients through the 
program: Dobrusin Law Firm; Fishman Stewart PLLC, Ford Global Technologies LLC, Harness 
Dickey & Pierce PLC, Kreis Enderle, Price Heneveld LLP, University of Detroit Mercy Law 
School International IP Clinic, and Wayne State Law School Patent Procurement Clinic. 
 
In addition to coordinating with law firms and in-house law departments, the Project has 
coordinated with other IP legal resources. It has referred inquiries involving non-patent IP legal 
issues to Creative Many of Michigan, which operates the Lawyers for the Creative Economy 
(“LCE”) program. It has referred clients to USPTO-certified law school patent clinical programs 
at Wayne State University Law School and University of Detroit Mercy Law School.  
 
Michigan State Bar Excellence in IP Award: The IPLS created the Michigan State Bar 
Excellence in IP Award to recognize and celebrate the accomplishments of a lawyer who had 
excelled in the intellectual property field and exemplified professionalism, excellence, and 
dedication to furthering opportunities and accomplishments in the area of intellectual property. 
In 2016, Harold W. Milton, Jr. of Dickinson Wright PLLC was the second recipient of the 
Michigan State Bar Excellence in IP Award.  Nominations for the 2017 award are currently 
being received and reviewed.  The 2017 recipient will be announced and presented with the 
award during the annual IP Law Institute in July 2017. 
 
Looking Forward to 2017-2018: 
 
Planned Activities: 
 

 Spring Seminar, March 2018, Lansing 
 44th Annual Intellectual Property Law Institute, Dearborn Inn, Dearborn, Michigan  
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Recommendations for Next Council: 
 

 Continue efforts to grow the IP pro bono program in Michigan. 
 Continue to focus Spring Seminar sessions on topics designed to provide practical 

information/“best practices” and the Annual IP Institute sessions on topics that provide an 
annual review of IP law. 

 Fully utilize social media to connect members and promote programs and events. 
 Continue to partner with the USPTO to provide presentation, information and networking 

events with USPTO personnel through the USPTO’s Detroit Regional Office.  
 Create a shared drive to archive historical Council documents and reference materials. 

 
 
Submitted on May 31, 2017 via PDF e-mail to: 
 

Jennifer L. Williams 
Administrative Assistant 
Executive Office 
State Bar of Michigan 
Michael Franck Building 
306 Townsend Street 
Lansing, MI 48933-2012 
P: 517.367.6421  F: 517. 482.6248 
jwilliams@mail.michbar.org   
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Labor and Employment Law Section

Chair
P45681 Susan Hartmus Hiser

Murray Law Group PC
31780 Telegraph Rd Ste 200
Bingham Farms MI 48025-3409
Phone: (248) 540-4987
Fax: (248) 540-8059
e-mail: shiser@murraylawpc.com

Vice Chair
P39410 Gloria A. Hage, Ypsilanti

Secretary
P66640 Jennifer B. Salvatore, Northville

Treasurer
P61830 Michelle P. Crockett, Detroit

Council Member
Term Ending: 2017
P51636 Keith J. Brodie, Grand Rapids
P12273 Mark H. Cousens, Southfield
P61830 Michelle P. Crockett, Detroit
P70510 Sarah Suzanne Prescott, Northville
P69641 Heidi T. Sharp, Clinton Township
P47341 Andrey T. Tomkiw, Royal Oak
P70035 Anne-Marie Vercruysse Welch, Birmingham
Term Ending: 2018
P55633 Adam S. Forman, Southfield
P74336 Erin M. Hopper, Okemos
P71929 Danielle Christina Lester, Troy
P69238 James McGregor Reid, IV, Southfield
P74081 Tad Tameem Roumayah, Southfield
P63123 Richard William Warren, Jr., Detroit

Immediate Past Chair
P69278 Brian E. Koncius, Bingham Farms

Commissioner Liaison
P75327 Brian D. Shekell, Detroit
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Please attach any additional information needed regarding Council meetings as an addendum. 

Meeting Type Date Location 

Events and/or Seminars: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding events and/or seminars as an addendum. 

Event or Seminar Title Date Location 

Council Meeting 6/13/16 Bingham Farms

Council Meeting 8/8/16 Bingham Farms

Council Meeting 9/22/16 Grand Rapids

Annual Meeting 9/22/16 Grand Rapids

Council Meeting 10/10/16 Bingham Farms

Council Meeting 11/14/16 Bingham Farms

Council Meeting 12/8/16 Birmingham

Council Meeting 1/9/17 Bingham Farms

Mid-Winter Meeting 1/20/17 Detroit

Council Meeting 2/13/17 Bingham Farms

Council Meeting 3/13/17 Bingham Farms

Council Meeting 4/10/17 Bingham Farms

Council Meeting 5/8/17 Bingham Farms

SpringBoard Seminar 6/22/16 Birmingham
Tiger Outing Event 8/16/16 Detroit

Annual Meeting Seminar and Reception 9/22/16 Grand Rapids
Holiday Party Event 12/8/16 Birmingham

Mid-Winter Meeting Reception and Presentation of Distinguished Service Award 1/20/17 Detroit
ICLE Labor and Employment Law Institute 4/20-21/17 Plymouth

Diversity Lunch Series Events Quarterly Various
Out-State Networking Programs and Events Various Grand Rapids, Lansing

E-News Ongoing
LawNotes Quarterly

Reset Form

Reset Form

106



STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
SECTION ANNUAL REPORT

Legislative issues: 
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Jennifer Williams 
Administrative Assistant 
306 Townsend Street, Lansing MI 48933 
Email: jwilliams@mail.michbar.org 
Phone 517-367-6421 Fax: 517-482-6248 

N/A

Continued work with Strategic Plan

Reset Form

e-mail form

107



108



109



110



111



112



113



State Bar of Michigan  |  2016–2017
Article VIII §1, Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan 
Every Section and State Bar entity so directed by the Board of Commissioners or Representative Assembly shall 
annually make a written report containing a summary of its activities during the association year which shall be 
submitted to the Secretary on or before May 31. Annual reports may not exceed five 8 1/2" x 11" pages unless a 
waiver of this limitation is approved by the Executive Director.

Marijuana Law Section

Chair
P48628 Daniel W. Grow

Daniel W. Grow PLLC
800 Ship St Ste 110
Saint Joseph MI 49085-2182
Phone: (800) 971-8420
Fax: (269) 743-6117
e-mail: dan@growdefense.com

Chair-Elect
P65327 Mary Chartier-Mittendorf, Lansing

Secretary-Treasurer
P37087 Robert A. Hendricks, Grand Rapids

Council Member
Term Ending: 2017
P45545 Allison M. Arnold, Monroe
P47071 Bruce Alan Block, Grand Rapids
P47970 Michael A. Komorn, Farmington Hills
Term Ending: 2018
P65327 Mary Chartier-Mittendorf, Lansing
P48628 Daniel W. Grow, Saint Joseph
P65478 Bernard Anthony Jocuns, Lapeer
Term Ending: 2019
P38876 Matthew R. Abel, Detroit
P37087 Robert A. Hendricks, Grand Rapids
P54701 Barton W. Morris, Jr., Royal Oak

Commissioner Liaison
P55501 Jennifer M. Grieco, Birmingham
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CCouncil Meeting Schedule: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding Council meetings as an addendum. 

Meeting Type Date Location 

Events and/or Seminars: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding events and/or seminars as an addendum. 

Event or Seminar Title Date Location 

MLS Council meeting 6/27/16 Grand Rapids

MLS Council meeting 7/25/16 conf call

MLS Council meeting 8/29/16 Lapeer

MLS Annual meeting and Council meeting 9/23/16 SBM Annual meeting

MLS Council meeting 11/21/16 Lansing

MLS Council meeting 12/19/16 Lansing

MLS Council meeting 1/16/17 Lansing

MLS Council meeting 2/20/17 Lansing

MLS Council meeting 3/20/17 conf call

MLS Council meeting 4/17/17 Lansing

MLS Council meeting 5/15/17 Lansing

A 3 page Addendum is incorporated by reference.

Marijuana: What Every Lawyer Needs to Know. 10/21-23/16 Battle Creek
MIOWIA/MLS joint seminar. 5/12-13/17 Lansing
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Recommendations for next Council: 

Other Information: 

Reports must be submitted before May 31, 2016 to: 

Jennifer Williams 
Administrative Assistant 
306 Townsend Street, Lansing MI 48933 
Email: jwilliams@mail.michbar.org 
Phone 517-367-6421 Fax: 517-482-6248 

Proposed revisions of MRPC 1.2 and 8.4 submitted to SBM Representative Assembly in Sept 2016.  Both proposals adopted 
by RA and submitted to SBM for submission to S. Ct.  Awaiting determination by S. Ct.  See Addendum for additional detail.

Continue to build membership and breadth of knowledge in Section.  Because of the scope of legal areas touched by marijuana 
legalization, work to build relationships with other Sections within SBM to increase relevance of MLS.  See Addendum for additional detail.

See Addendum attached.
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Marijuana Law Section 
Annual Report 2017 

Addendum 

Purposes of the Marijuana Law Section 
The purposes of this Section shall be to foster and advance the profession of Michigan Marijuana 
law; study the principles, regulations, statutes and legal developments that affect Michigan 
Marijuana law; to encourage and promote reforms in the law; to cultivate the science of 
jurisprudence; to secure the more efficient administration of justice; to serve as a forum and 
vehicle for the dissemination of specialized knowledge to practitioners engaged in the practice of 
Marijuana law in this area by fostering networking and communication among members; to 
coordinate its activities with those of other sections of the State Bar of Michigan whose activities 
and practice areas are complimentary to those of this Section; to encourage and advocate effective 
and thorough legal education; to encourage the continued education of the practicing lawyer; and 
to afford a means of social intercourse among the lawyers of the State Bar of Michigan. To 
accomplish its goals, the Marijuana Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan may sponsor 
meetings and conferences of educational value and support the publication of articles that relate 
to the purposes of this Section. 

Legislative Issues 
In September 2016, the MLS submitted two proposed resolutions to the State Bar Representative 
Assembly to modify the rules and/or official comments for MRPC 1.2 and 8.4.  The RA adopted 
the resolutions, and the State Bar has submitted recommendations to the Michigan Supreme Court 
to adopt the changes.  The Court has not as yet addressed the question. 

On February 14, 2017 representatives of the MLS made a general informational presentation to 
the Michigan House of Representatives Law & Justice Committee with an overview of marijuana 
legalization in Michigan and the activities of the MLS. 

The MLS is considering endorsement of The Coalition to Regulate Marijuna Like Alcohol ballot 
proposal that may be submitted to Michigan voters in November 2018. 

Recommendations for next Council: 
Starting and leading the MLS has been an honor. In the upcoming years, the Council will have the 
privilege of educating and leading attorneys and the public in this emerging area of the law. In 
2016 and 2017, the legal landscape will be significantly altered by the adoption and 
implementation of the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act. It will likely take several years 
for that system to become established.  The MLS and its members can have an important role in 
that development.
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The Council sincerely appreciates the efforts of SBM staff members in guiding the MLS, including 
Candace Crowley, Peter Cunningham, and Jennifer Grieco, as well as many other staff members 
who have contributed their time and talents. 

Other Information:
In September 2016 the MLS made certain amendments to the Bylaws to facilitate decision-making 
procedures.

The Section sponsored winter coat drives at its first annual conference and the SBM Annual 
Meeting to help provide much needed protection to our Veterans.

In October 2016, the MLS held its first annual conference over three days at Firekeepers in Battle 
Creek.  The conference was very well reviewed by attendees.  Over 175 Michigan attorneys, law 
students and marijuana industry participants attended the conference.  The MLS is actively 
planning its second annual conference to be held September 7-9 2017 in Detroit. 

Membership in the Marijuana Law Section as of April 30, 2017 is 633 members, and the numbers 
are growing each month. 

The MLS has created a periodic Journal, the first edition of which was published in February 2017 
and was very well received. 

In May 2017, the MLS co-sponsored with MIOWIA a two-day seminar in Lansing on various facets 
of marijuana defense practice.

The MLS listserv is an active communication resource. Out listserv moderator posts opinions 
related to marijuana law as they come out and members post questions and discuss issues related 
to marijuana law.

The MLS also has a Facebook page that links to marijuana law blogs, and the MLS is exploring 
other social media options. 

The MLS has a number of committees. The committees and their chairpersons are as follows: 

Business
Lance Boldrey 
Education and Outreach
Mary Chartier 
Ethics
Robert Hendricks 
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Medical Marijuana
Michael Komorn 
Memberships and Sponsorships
Bruce Leach 
Publications
Troy Daniel and Michael Komorn 
Editor – Matthew Roman 
Rules and Lawmaking
Doug Mains 
Science
Barton Morris and Deb Williamson 
Technology and Social Media
Stephanie Fakih and Allen Peisner 
Veterans
Takura Nyamfukudza 
Young Lawyers and Students
Brandon Gardner 
Zoning and Property
Denise Pollicella and Ben Wrigley 

The following are just a few of the activities that the section is actively working on: 
Planning seminars related to a number of topics, including criminal defense and 
intoxicated driving issues; 
Planning the 2nd Annual MLS Conference for Sept 7-9 at the MGM Detroit; 
MLS Officers will attend the SBM Leadership meeting on June 9-10, 2016 to continue to 
describe and discuss the work of the MLS with SBM colleagues in other sections. 
Reaching out to other SBM sections and other groups around the state to offer educational 
materials and seminars; 
Providing input to the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs 
regarding the development of the new regulatory system for facilities.  
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Master Lawyers Section

Chair
P37027 Cynthia L. Johnson

Community Living Services Inc
35425 W Michigan Ave Ste 1
Wayne MI 48184-1600
Phone: (313) 850-5077
Fax: (866) 491-6616
e-mail: cjlaw@att.net

Chair-Elect
P15782 Ronald D. Keefe, Marquette

Secretary
P23365 Kathleen Williams Newell, Southfield

Treasurer
P16799 James H. Loree, Northville

Council Member
Term Ending: 2017
P35401 Charles A. Fleck, Lansing
P13779 Alfred E. Gade, Bloomfield Hills
P15910 J. David Kerr, Mount Pleasant
Term Ending: 2018
P39998 Roberta M. Gubbins, Mason
P25948 Vincent A. Romano, Grosse Pointe Woods
P37357 Robert G. Teeter, Canadian Lakes
Term Ending: 2019
P12709 Michael Hayes Dettmer, Traverse City
P13365 Richard F. Fellrath, Troy
P36429 Mayra A. Rodriguez, Grosse Pointe Farms

Immediate Past Chair
P19757 Richard J. Ruhala, Flint

Commissioner Liaison
P14656 Edward L. Haroutunian, Bingham Farms

Administrator
Amy J. Castner, Lansing
Kari Thrush, Lansing
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Meeting Type Date Location 

Events and/or Seminars: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding events and/or seminars as an addendum. 

Event or Seminar Title Date Location 

Regular In-Person Meeting 06/22/2016 Rochester, MI

Regular Meeting Conference Call 08/02/2016 Via Phone

Annual Business Meeting 09/23/2016 Grand Rapids, MI

Regular In-Person Meeting 10/20/2016 Lansing, MI

Regular In-Person Meeting 11/30/2016 Lansing, MI

Regular Meeting Conference Call 02/09/2017 Via Phone

Regular In-Person Meeting 04/27/2017 Bloomfield, MI

Financial Decision Making Issues; Informed Health Care Decision Making; Anxiety Late in Life 06/22/2016 Rochester, MI
Forced Arbitration 09/23/2016 Grand Rapids, MI

Everything You Wanted to Know About Medicare 11/30/2016 Lansing, MI
IPad, ILitigate, SBM Connect 12/07/2016 Lansing, MI

Build A Modern Law Practice to Help Those In Need-Joint Seminar With Oakland  Cty. Bar Assn. 04/27/2017 Bloomfield, MI
Everything You Wanted to Know About Medicare- Joint Seminar With MI Dental Assn. 04/24/2017 Grand Rapids, MI
Detroit Expungement Fair: Promotion of Event and Section Members Participated at Lakeshore Legal Aid Sponsored Fair 04/06/2017 Detroit, MI
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Reports must be submitted before May 31, 2016 to: 

Jennifer Williams 
Administrative Assistant 
306 Townsend Street, Lansing MI 48933 
Email: jwilliams@mail.michbar.org 
Phone 517-367-6421 Fax: 517-482-6248 

Conduct regular effective education needs assessments of the over 18,000 members of the section to assist in the seminar, event  and newsletter planning 
process. Focus on the retirement financial planning education needs of the members. Promote pro bono and volunteer opportunities to assist indigent. Promote 
greater participation of  members in the section's seminar and event planning process. 

Publication of Mentor Newsletters: Summer, Fall 2016, Winter, Spring 2017 Issues. 
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Military & Veterans´ Law Section
Jurisdiction: Created 7/26/2013.

Chair
LS088410 Heather Spielmaker

940 Monroe Ave NW Unit 401
Grand Rapids MI 49503-1463
Phone: (616) 635-6615
e-mail: heatherspielmaker@msn.com

Vice Chair
P75907 Jeremy Erskine Henner, Grosse Pointe Woods

Secretary
P63177 Steven Daniel Schultz, Grand Rapids

Treasurer
P44992 Michael R. Viterna, Belleville

Commissioner Liaison
P27732 Gregory L. Ulrich, Grosse Pointe Woods

Pursuant to Bylaws, Article VI Section 2.(b),
Jeremy Henner assumed the duties of Chairperson
on May 6, 2017 when Asst. Dean Spielmaker resigned
due to career relocation and a Bar status change.

19641 Mack Ave.
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
313.460.8387
fax: 313.451.7593
jeremy@hennerlaw.com

XXXX XXX XXXXXXX
P79505 Arthur Detroit

Leadership Council:

Gen. Michael McDaniel, P34738,Term Expires Sep 2017
Peggy Costello, P41868,Term Expires Sep 2017
Robert Farnette, P13304, Term Expires Sep 2017
Justin Hayes, P78467, Term Expires Sep 2019
Tracie Lemon, Term Expires Sep 2019
Julie Lawler-Hoyle, Term Expires Sep 2019
Larissa Waltman, P55341,Term Expires Sep 2019

Committees:

Pro-Bono; Chair: Peggy Costello
Education, Training and Outreach; Chair: Gen. Michael McDaniel
Communications; Chair: Casey Walker, P74484
Veterans' Treatment Courts; Chair: Hon. Deborah Thomas, P28734
Veteran Benefits; Chair: Vacant
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Annual Meeting 9/15/2016 Cooley Law - Lansing

Quarterly Meeting 1/20/2017 Teleconference

Annual Training Event - CLE - VA Accreditation Training 9/15/2016 Cooley Law - Lansing

124



STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
SECTION ANNUAL REPORT 

Legislative issues: 

Recommendations for next Council: 

Other Information: 

Reports must be submitted before May 31, 2016 to: 

Jennifer Williams 
Administrative Assistant 
306 Townsend Street, Lansing MI 48933 
Email: jwilliams@mail.michbar.org 
Phone 517-367-6421 Fax: 517-482-6248 

Reset Form

e-mail form

Clear agendas, clear objectives, finite taskings, membership outreach and input is critical to this 
section's success. More frequent use of State Bar resources to truly "include" membership is a must.
Steady, dedicated leadership is necessary to instill trust and build confidence in the section's vision. 

XXX
2017
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Negligence Law Section

Chair
P39219 Vernon R. Johnson

Johnson Law PLC
535 Griswold St Ste 2632
Buhl Bldg
Detroit MI 48226-3687
Phone: (313) 324-8300
Fax: (313) 324-8301
e-mail: vjohnson@venjohnsonlaw.com

Vice Chair
P35599 Michael J. Sullivan, Southfield

Secretary
P47017 Robert M. Raitt, Farmington Hills

Treasurer
P55501 Jennifer M. Grieco, Birmingham

Council Member
Term Ending: 2017
P61978 Megan K. Cavanagh, Detroit
P65084 Timothy A. Diemer, Detroit
P43728 Wolfgang Mueller, Farmington Hills
Term Ending: 2018
P40073 Thomas R. Behm, Grand Rapids
P40551 James R. Bradley, Lansing
P62979 Donna M. MacKenzie, Berkley
Term Ending: 2019
P68562 Chad David Engelhardt, Ann Arbor
P31492 Mark R. Granzotto, Berkley
P40579 Phillip C. Korovesis, Detroit
P30195 Robert F. Riley, Dearborn

Immediate Past Chair
P33838 Michael R. Janes, Mount Clemens

Commissioner Liaison
P42006 Robert J. Buchanan, Grand Rapids

Administrator
Madelyne C. Lawry, Grand Ledge
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Prisons and Corrections Section

Chair
P71214 Jacqueline Colette Ouvry

State Appellate Defender Office
645 Griswold St Ste 3300
Detroit MI 48226-4215
Phone: (313) 256-9833
Fax: (313) 965-0372
e-mail: jouvry@sado.org

Secretary
P24056 Ronald W. Emery, Lansing

Treasurer
P39731 Daniel E. Manville, East Lansing

Council Member
Term Ending: 2017
P24207 Barbara R. Levine, Lansing
P27594 Paul D. Reingold, Ann Arbor
P38793 Richard B. Stapleton, Grand Ledge
Term Ending: 2018
P30104 Michael J. Marutiak, Lansing
P71214 Jacqueline Colette Ouvry, Detroit
P39827 Hon. Douglas B. Shapiro, Lansing
P30022 Patricia A. Streeter, Canton
Term Ending: 2019
P24056 Ronald W. Emery, Lansing
P33274 Sandra L. Bailiff Girard, Lansing
P38304 Gary M. Kasenow, Northville

Associate Member
Monica Jahner, Lansing
Nicole T. George, Detroit

Commissioner Liaison
P23262 Hon. Clinton Canady, III, Lansing
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Please attach any additional information needed regarding Council meetings as an addendum. 

Meeting Type Date Location 

Events and/or Seminars: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding events and/or seminars as an addendum. 

Event or Seminar Title Date Location 

Annual Meeting 9/23/16 Grand Rapids

Council Meeting 10/1/16 State Bar Building

Council Meeting 11/5/16 State Bar Building 

Council Meeting 12/3/16 State Bar Building

Council Meeting 1/7/17 MSU College of Law 

Council Meeting 2/4/17 State Bar Building 

Council Meeting 3/4/17 State Bar Building

Council Meeting 4/1/17 State Bar Building 

Council Meeting 5/6/17 State Bar Building 

The Section amended its Bylaws to allow for email notifications, to correct the timing of the annual meeting 
and to add the Legislative Ombudsman as an ex officio seat on the Council. 

Family Matters: Parents in Prison 6/18/16 State Bar Building 
40th Mid-Winter Ski Conference - Co-Sponsor with Criminal Law 2/19/17 Shanty Creek

Newsletter Publication Nov. 2016 
Newsletter Publication April 2017
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Jennifer Williams 
Administrative Assistant 
306 Townsend Street, Lansing MI 48933 
Email: jwilliams@mail.michbar.org 
Phone 517-367-6421 Fax: 517-482-6248 

The Section took positions on SB 144, 1067, 1080/1081,  and HB 5815.

Continue policy review relating to Michigan corrections practices, increase public awareness of the Section and its 
activities, increase overall membership (including associate), complete By-laws amendment process and update website

This year the Section completed work for publication of a themed Bar Journal Issue, expected 
September 2017.  The Law Library Committee continued review of the Department of Corrections 
implementation of electronic law libraries. 
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Probate and Estate Planning Section

Chair
P23098 James B. Steward

Steward & Sheridan PLC
205 S Main St
Ishpeming MI 49849-2018
Phone: (906) 485-6311
Fax: (906) 485-6315
e-mail: jamessteward@stewardsheridan.com

Vice Chair
P30583 Marguerite Munson Lentz, Detroit

Chair-Elect
P56603 Marlaine C. Teahan, Lansing

Secretary
P47015 Christopher A. Ballard, Ann Arbor

Treasurer
P34466 David P. Lucas, Battle Creek

Council Member
Term Ending: 2017
P24647 George F. Bearup, Traverse City
P47209 Hon. Michael L. Jaconette, Battle Creek
P38306 Mark E. Kellogg, Lansing
P71256 Michael G. Lichterman, Grandville
P68762 Raj Anand Malviya, Grand Rapids
P34533 Nancy H. Welber, Farmington Hills
Term Ending: 2018
P64928 Christopher J. Caldwell, Grand Rapids
P49818 Rhonda M. Clark-Kreuer, Saint Louis
P30574 Kathleen M. Goetsch, Howell
P72027 Katie Lynwood, East Lansing
P69445 Melisa Marie-Werkema Mysliwiec, Grand Rapid
P58794 David L.J.M. Skidmore, Grand Rapids
Term Ending: 2019
P37092 Robert B. Labe, Birmingham
P68618 Richard Charles Mills, Jackson
P32058 Lorraine F. New, Troy
P70974 Nathan R. Piwowarski, Cadillac
P72821 Nazneen Hasan Syed, Lansing
P64989 Geoffrey R. Vernon, Saint Clair Shores

Commissioner Liaison
P20535 Richard J. Siriani, Troy

Ex Officio

133



P54128 Shaheen I. Imami, Bloomfield Hills
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CCouncil Meeting Schedule: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding Council meetings as an addendum. 

Meeting Type Date Location 

Events and/or Seminars: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding events and/or seminars as an addendum. 

Event or Seminar Title Date Location 

Committee on Special Projects, followed by a Council meeting 6/4/2016 Lansing, MI

Annual meeting, followed by a Council meeting 10/10/2016 Mackinac Island, MI

Committee on Special Projects, followed by a Council meeting 11/19/2016 Lansing, MI

Committee on Special Projects, followed by a Council meeting 12/17/2016 Lansing, MI

Committee on Special Projects, followed by a Council meeting 01/14/2017 Lansing, MI

Committee on Special Projects, followed by a Council meeting 02/18/2017 Lansing, MI

Committee on Special Projects, followed by a Council meeting 03/18/2017 Lansing, MI

Committee on Special Projects, followed by a Council meeting 04/22/2017 Lansing, MI

Committee on Special Projects, followed by a Council meeting 06/24/2017 Lansing, MI

See addendum.

56 th Annual Probate & Estate Planning Institute June, 2016 Plymouth, MI
Drafting an Estate Plan for an Estate Under $5 Million June & Sept 2016 Plymouth, MI

Administration of Trusts Under the Michigan Trust Code December 2016 Plymouth, MI
26th Annual Drafting Estate Planning Documents Jan & Feb 2017 G. R. & Plymouth, MI

Experts in Estate Planning: May Acme, MI
57th Annual Probate & Estate Planning Institute May & June 2017 Acme & Plymouth, MI
Probate & Estate Planning Certificate Program Ongoing Various

Reset Form
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Legislative issues: 

Recommendations for next Council: 

Other Information: 

Reports must be submitted before May 31, 2016 to: 

Jennifer Williams 
Administrative Assistant 
306 Townsend Street, Lansing MI 48933 
Email: jwilliams@mail.michbar.org 
Phone 517-367-6421 Fax: 517-482-6248 

See addendum

See addendum

See addendum
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ADDENDUM TO 2016-2017 ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE PROBATE & ESTATE

PLANNING SECTION FOR THE STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 

Mission Statement: 

The purpose of this Section is to enhance and improve the practice and administration of   law  

pertaining   to   probate;   trust   and   estate   planning,   and   administration; guardianships and

conservatorships (including planning alternatives); and tax planning.

General Budget Information:  

The  Section's  expenses  generally  continue  to  be  in  line  with  revenues.  As  a  result, there is

no immediate plan to raise dues.  A portion of our annual budget, as well as a portion of our fund

balance, is allocated as an "amicus brief" fund  for  expected  increases  in  appeals  involving  the 

Michigan  Trust Code and  other legislative  initiatives.  The  largest  categories  of  expense  are: 

(1)  Council  meetings;  (2) lobbying  on  behalf  of  the  Section;  and  (3)  support  for  education 

initiatives  (primarily in conjunction with the Institute of Continuing Legal Education). 

Events and/or Seminars: 

The  Section  continues  to  maintain  a  strong  partnership  with  ICLE  by  co-sponsoring,

supporting, or otherwise contributing to numerous seminars on various probate, estate planning,  and 

related  administration  topics  each  year.  The Section  also  continues  to co-sponsor the Probate

Certificate Program with ICLE in an effort to assist practitioners, including those who do not belong

to the Section, in developing proficiency in the areas of probate and estate planning.  The Section

does not offer any seminars independent of  ICLE,  but  such  seminars  are  offered  live  and  via 

webcast.  During  the  2016-2017 fiscal year, the Section continued to enhance its outreach to

Section members and also recruit new members through social and networking events developed by

the Section’s Membership  Committee.  

Legislative Issues:  

The Section continues to keep as a priority legislative and regulatory initiatives, as well as common

law developments, that affect Section members. The Section is both proactive and responsive by

drafting proposed legislation and providing comments on legislation drafted by others. The Section

employs Public Affairs Associates, in Lansing, as its lobbyist.

The Section either drafted or assisted with revisions to the following legislative proposals

which were ultimately adopted into law:  

• The Probate Appeals statute (SB 632, PA 186 of 2016; HB 5503, PA 287 of 2016) [all

appeals from probate court will now go to the court of appeals]; 
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• Qualified Distributions in Trust (SB 597, PA 330 of 2016; HB 5504, PA 331 of 2016) [limits

creditor claims against certain “qualified dispositions in trust”];  

• Dower Repeal (SB 558, PA 489 of 2016; SB 560, PA 490 of 2016; [eliminates right by a

surviving widow to claim dower]; 

• Right to Appoint Funeral Representative (SB 551; PA 57 of 2016) [permits an individual to

authorize (in writing) another person to make decisions about the individual’s funeral &

burial (and/or cremation) arrangements]; 

• Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets (HB 5034, PA 59 of 2016) [provides a structure to allow

a fiduciary to have access to certain “digital assets” of a ward, trust grantor, decedent etc. –

however, the bill as passed is considerably different than what we originally proposed].  

The Section submitted public policy positions concerning the following: 

• On September 10, 2016, supported modifying the Estates and Protected Individuals Code

(MCL 700.1101 et seq.) to adopt certain of the 2008 amendments to the Uniform Probate

Code, and making other related changes to EPIC, pertaining to various issues that can arise

relating to children who are the result of assisted reproductive technology.  

• On September 10, 2016, supported HB 5638 of 2016 with recommended amendments (to

allow a testator to exclude a child from the exempt property allowance of MCL 700.2404). 

• On October 10, 2016, supported the proposed Addition of MCL 700.2810 (reformation to

correct mistakes to conform the terms to the transferor's intention) and 700.2811

(modification to achieve transferor's tax objections) to EPIC.  

• On October 10, 2016, supported proposals to amend MCL 700.2502 (to permit notarized

wills), 700.2504, and 700.3406 (regarding presumptions of proper will execution). 

• On November 5, 2016, supported technical corrections to the Michigan Trust Code (1998

PA 386, as amended) to change MCL 700.7105(2)(a) to add a reference to section 7402 and

to amend MCL 700.7815(2) to delete "unless the trust instrument expressly provides

otherwise".

• On December 17, 2016, supported revised versions of certain amendments to the Michigan

Court Rules contained in Michigan Supreme Court ADM File No. 2016-32 (those rule

changes will implement the previously adopted law change which requires all appeals from

probate court to be heard in the Court of Appeals).  

• On January 14, 2017, supported Michigan Supreme Court ADM File No. 2015-18 with

recommended wording amendments to clarify the intent of the proposed revisions to MCR

9.08.  
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• On March 18, 2017, approved the filing an amicus brief In the Matter of Joseph Vansach, Jr.,

Michigan Court of Appeals file No. 334732, in support of the appellee’s interpretation of

EPIC.  

The Section supports the following additional legislative proposals:   

• The Section drafted a proposal and is pursuing the passage of legislation to revise and

coordinate MCL 565.431 et seq. and MCL 700.7913 regarding the information which must

be included in a “certificate of trust existence and authority” or a “certificate of trust”. 

• The Section drafted a proposal and is pursuing the passage of legislation to amend to MCL

700.7103(n) to improve the definition of trust protector. 

• The Section drafted a proposal and is pursuing the passage of legislation that would allow

the creation of trusts that can hold tenancy by the entirety property by adding a new section

to EPIC, tentatively to be codified at MCL 700.7509.  

• The Section drafted a proposal and is pursuing the passage of legislation that would relieve

the trustee of an irrevocable life insurance trust (that holds no other assets) from the standard

trustee duties that apply to other types of trusts.  

• The Section drafted a proposal and is pursuing the passage of legislation to modify the

Uniform Fraudulent Transfers Act (MCL 566.31 et seq) so that it coordinates with the

provisions of the Qualified Dispositions in Trust Act.   

• The Section drafted a proposal and is pursuing the passage of legislation to amend  MCL

700.7302 (with an ancillary amendment to MCL 700.1106), relating to virtual representation. 

  

• The Section drafted a proposal and is pursuing the passage of legislation to clarify the

exceptions for uncapping of the taxable value of real property for certain transfers.  

Recommendations for next Council: 

For fiscal year 2017-2108, the Section's Council should continue to pursue and update the Council's

Biennial Plan of Work.  The Council should continue its support, monitoring, and pursuit of

legislative initiatives that remain pending as of the date of the 2016-2017 Annual Report, including

in particular, the ongoing extensive review of EPIC to identify and propose revisions to better

address issues which our members have noted and otherwise update that Code to better serve the

citizens of Michigan. 

The Council also should continue: (1) reviewing legislative proposals pertaining to EPIC and the

MTC; (2) its outreach to existing Section members to become active in the Section and on the
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Council; (3) seeking new members for the Section through recruitment and interaction with other

sections and bar associations; (4) supporting continuing education of the legal profession in the areas

of probate, estate planning, and related administration; (5) efforts to educate the public of the

benefits provided by trained attorneys and the often false promises offered by commoditization; and

(6) assisting in the prevention of "trust mills" from operating in Michigan. 

Finally, the Council might consider revisiting and reviving the work done on specialization in light

of certain work done by the SBM's 21st Century Task Force. 

Other Information: 

• The Section continues to review and draft proposed changes and improvements to SCAO

forms. 

• The Section continues to publish a Journal three times per year with articles of interest to

Section members. The Journal is now electronic only, as a cost-saving measure and to reflect

changes in the way information is conveyed and used. 

• The Section continues to use the "Join a Committee" link on the Section SBM webpage to

encourage involvement by Section members. 

• The Section has supported sending its Chair Elect and Vice Chair to the State Bar Leadership

Forum, and should continue to do so.

• The Section regularly sends Council and other Section members to work with and testify

before members of the Legislature on various initiatives. 

• The Section regularly discusses practice developments that are occurring in other parts of the

United States and how such developments might or should impact practice in Michigan. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

James B. Steward

Chair of the Probate & Estate Planning Section

140



State Bar of Michigan | 201 -201  SECTION ANNUAL REPORT
Article VIII §1, Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan 
Every Section and State Bar entity so directed by the Board of Commissioners or Representative Assembly shall 
annually make a written report containing a summary of its activities during the association year which shall be 
submitted to the Secretary on or before May 31. Annual reports may not exceed five 8 1/2" x 11" pages unless a 
waiver of this limitation is approved by the Executive Director.

Public Corporation Law Section

Chair
P53633 Mark E. Nettleton

Mika Meyers PLC
900 Monroe Ave NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-1423
Phone: (616) 632-8048
Fax: (616) 632-8048
e-mail: mnettleton@mikameyers.com

Vice Chair
P60559 Karrie A. Zeits, Traverse City

Secretary-Treasurer
P46097 Steven P. Joppich, Farmington Hills

Council Member
Term Ending: 2017
P13462 Gerald A. Fisher, Auburn Hills
P37834 Melvin Butch Hollowell, Jr., Detroit
P24260 Charles R. McKone, Flushing
P32288 Carol A. Rosati, Farmington Hills
P45006 Gregory T. Stremers, Port Huron
P38726 Michael J. Watza, Detroit
P60559 Karrie A. Zeits, Traverse City
Term Ending: 2018
P46908 Lori Grigg Bluhm, Troy
P37142 Mary J. Fales, Ann Arbor
P41744 Audrey J. Forbush, Flint
P46097 Steven P. Joppich, Farmington Hills
P69693 Catherine A. Mullhaupt, Lansing
P29084 Stephen O. Schultz, Okemos
P39440 Jeffrey V. H. Sluggett, Grand Rapids
Term Ending: 2019
P36541 Michael P. McGee, Detroit
P52528 Catherine M. Mish, Grand Rapids
P53633 Mark E. Nettleton, Grand Rapids
P31783 Kester K. So, Lansing
P38154 James E. Tamm, Bloomfield Hills
P37067 Debra A. Walling, Dearborn
P33359 Eric D. Williams, Big Rapids

Commissioner Liaison
P65419 James W. Heath, Detroit

Ex Officio
P31783 Kester K. So, Lansing
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CCouncil Meeting Schedule: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding Council meetings as an addendum. 

Meeting Type Date Location 

Events and/or Seminars: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding events and/or seminars as an addendum. 

Event or Seminar Title Date Location 

Organization Meeting followed by Annual Meeting 06/24/2016 Boyne Highlands, Harbor Springs, MI

Teleconference 09/10/2016

Council Meeting 10/01/2016 Mika Meyers, Grand Rapids, MI

Council Meeting 11/12/2016 Johnson Rosati, Farmington Hills, MI

Teleconference 12/03/2016

Teleconference 01/07/2017

Council Meeting 02/10/2017 The Henry, Dearborn, MI

Teleconference 03/04/2017

Council Meeting 04/01/2017 MSU Law, Lansing, MI

Teleconference 05/06/2017

List of amicus briefs in which Section participated

Summer Seminar (joint with MML) 06/24-25/2016 Harbor Springs, MI
Winter Seminar 02/10/2017 Dearborn, MI

Summer Seminar (joint with MML) 06/23-24/2017 Mackinac Island, MI
(see attached for additional information re: the three seminars)

Reset Form
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Legislative issues: 

Recommendations for next Council: 

Other Information: 

Reports must be submitted before May 31, 2016 to: 

Jennifer Williams 
Administrative Assistant 
306 Townsend Street, Lansing MI 48933 
Email: jwilliams@mail.michbar.org 
Phone 517-367-6421 Fax: 517-482-6248 

PCLS continues to monitor proposed state legislative changes concerning "big box/dark stores" and medical 
marijuana and on the federal land, telecommunications facilities in public rights-of-way

1. Continue efforts to increase membership in the Section; 2. Continue publication of newsletter, "Briefly," for members; 3. 
Continue participation in amicus briefs in cases/issues before the courts of importance to Michigan's local governments.

Successful publication of the Section's newsletter (in an electronic form) entitled "Briefly"; examined 
ways to increase membership in the Section including consideration of a change in the Bylaws for 
the Section  to change the Section's name to the "Government Law Section," which will be 
considered at the Section's Annual Meeting; continued participation in amicus briefs of importance to 
Michigan public corporations

Reset Form
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{02146919 1 }

Mobilitie WT Docket No. 16-421 Matter 
NL Ventures v. City of Livonia 
City of Southfield v. Jordan Development Company, LLC et al. 
Krawczyk/Klepacki v. Township of Hagar 
Shelby Township v. Command Officers Association of Michigan 
Michigan Association of Home Builders et al. v. City of Troy 
Baruch v. Township of Tittabawassee 
ADM File No. 2014-13 PDF
Amicus Curiae Brief in Haynes v. Village of Beulah 
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Bar Year: 2016-2017 

Section Name: Real Property Law Section 

Mission Statement: The Real Property Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan provides education and 
information about current real property issues through meetings, seminars, its website, pro bono service programs, 
a monthly e-newsletter, and quarterly publication of a peer-reviewed journal. Membership in the Section is open to 
all members of the State Bar of Michigan.  

As further stated in the Section's By-Laws, the Section's purpose is to study the laws and procedures pertaining to 
Real Property Law and to promote the fair and just administration of Real Property Law; to study and report upon 
proposed and necessary legislation, including, but not limited to, pending legislation and drafting and introducing 
legislation; to study and report on pending litigation, including, but not limited to, the filing of amicus curiae briefs; 
to promote throughout the State of Michigan the legal education of members of the Bar and the public on Real 
Property Law by sponsoring meetings, institutes and conferences devoted to Real Property Law, by the preparation 
and dissemination of books, booklets, materials, pamphlets and brochures with respect thereto and by preparing 
and sponsoring and publishing legal writings in this field.  

Officers and Council Members: 

Officer Name Address Telephone Email 
Chair David E. 

Nykanen  
P#47763 

Nykanen Dorfman 
PLLC 
41000 Woodward 
Ave, Bloomfield 
Hills, MI  48304 

248-629-0880 dave@nykanendorfman.com 

Chair-Elect Melissa N. Collar 
P# 51781 

Warner Norcross & 
Judd LLP 
111 Lyon Street 
NW, Grand Rapids, 
MI 49503 

616-752-2000 mcollar@wnj.com 

Vice-Chair Nicholas P. 
Scavone, Jr. 
P#47138 

Bodman LLP 
1901 St. Antoine 
Street, Detroit, MI 
48226 

313-393-7580 nscavone@bodmanlaw.com 

Treasurer Catherine B. 
LaMont  
P#32231 

First American Title 
100 Bloomfield 
Hills Pkwy, Ste 195, 
Bloomfield Hills, 
MI  48304 

248-635-6019 clamont@firstam.com 

Secretary Lorri B. King 
P#42564 

Law Offices of King 
& King PLLC 
140 Paluster St., 
Cadillac, MI 49601 

231-779-9000 lorri@kingkinglaw.com
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Member Term Member Term 
Gregory J. Gamalski P#36034 2017 Clay B. Thomas P#56927   2018 
Thomas A. Kabel P#57798       2019 Margaret Van Meter P#40960 2017 
Monica Labe P#49097 2018 Glen M. Zatz P#37115 

 
2017 

Leslee M. Lewis P#54241 2017   
Jason C. Long P#59244 2019   
Melissa B. Papke P#67083 2017 William E. Hosler P#41257      

(Land Title Standards) 
      

Dawn M. Patterson  P#49041 2018  Michael A. Luberto (CLE) 
P#40842 
 

 

     
 
 
Council Meeting Schedule: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding Council meetings as an addendum. 
 
Meeting Type Date Location 
Council Meeting September 22, 2016 Grand Rapids 
Council Meeting October 19, 2016 Butzel Long 
Council Meeting November 16, 2016 Butzel Long 
Council Meeting December 14, 2016 MEX, Bloomfield Hills 
Council Meeting January 18, 2017 Butzel Long 
Council Meeting February 15, 2017 Butzel Long 
Council Meeting April 20, 2017 Downtown Market, GR 
Council Meeting May 17, 2017 Butzel Long 
Council Meeting July 19, 2017 Grand Traverse Resort & 

Spa, Traverse City 
 
 
General Budget Information:. While the Section’s finances remain strong, income and expenses 
are being closely monitored.  In addition, the Section has been making efforts to lower its 
accumulated income account with the State Bar by pursuing new initiatives and educational 
programs focused on newer members of the State Bar and more effective technology for continuing 
education and involvement of older members of the State Bar. 
 
 
Events and/or Seminars: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding events and/or seminars as an addendum. 
 
 
Event or Seminar Title Date Location 
Groundbreaker Breakfast 
Roundtables: Tax Aspects of 
Real Estate 

October 20, 2016 The Townsend Hotel, 
Birmingham 
 

Homeward Bound: 
RPLS/ICLE – Live and 

November 3, 2016 St. John Conference Center, 
Plymouth 
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Legislative issues: In addition to monitoring new legislation and responding to requests from the 
Michigan Supreme Court and others to file amicus curie briefs on real estate issues of importance, 

Webcast “Site Condominiums 
and Land Divisions: Current 
Topics and Case Law Update” 
Homeward Bound: 
RPLS/ICLE – Live and 
Webcast "Negotiating the 
Shopping Center Lease – 
Economic Opportunities and 
Hidden Costs” 
 

December 1, 2016 St. John Conference Center, 
Plymouth 

Groundbreaker Breakfast 
Roundtables:  
 

January 19, 2017 The Townsend Hotel, 
Birmingham 

Homeward Bound: 
RPLS/ICLE –"On-Demand" 
Webcast "Can I Build a Fence? 
Living In and Operating 
Member-Controlled 
Community Associations” 

February, 2017 
 

"On-Demand" Webcast 

RPLS/ICSC February 9, 2017 Suburban Collection Showcase, 
Novi 

2017 Winter Conference March 1-3, 2017 Don CeSar, St. Pete Beach, FL 
Groundbreaker Breakfast 
Roundtables: Tax Aspects of 
Real Estate 

April 20, 2017 Downtown Market, Grand 
Rapids 

Homeward Bound: 
RPLS/ICLE – Live and 
Webcast “Zoning and 
Municipal Approvals – The 
Process” 

May 4, 2017 St. John Conference Center, 
Plymouth 

2017 Summer Conference  
"Mission Possible: Traversing 
Michigan’s Real Estate 
Landscape”  

July 19-22, 2017 Boyne Mountain Resort & Spa, 
Boyne Falls, MI 

Other Programming: 
  Meet & Greet 
  Meet & Greet  
   
   

 
October 27, 2016 
May 18, 2017 
 
  
 

 
Local Kitchen, Ferndale 
Local Kitchen, Ferndale 
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the Section has initiated a series of meeting with legislators, particularly committee chairs, to inform 
them of the Section's mission and expertise so that the Section can get involved with legislative real 
estate initiatives before new legislation is introduced.  In all cases, the Section tries to limit its 
comments and recommendations without bias toward any particular constituency (the Section 
strives to be neither pro borrower, pro lender, pro developer, nor pro municipality). 
 
 
Recommendations for next Council:  The next Council should continue developing programs 
that provide added value to the Section’s membership. It should also continue pursuing outreach 
and educational programs for newer members of the State Bar, as well as active participation by 
more experienced practitioners, and expand participation in the Section by real estate lawyers located 
throughout the entire State of Michigan. Finally, the Section’s Council should consider the Report of 
the Long Range Planning Committee and, if adopted, implement the recommendations contained 
therein.
 
Other Information: We have a large number of Special Committees which hold educational and 
networking meetings throughout the State of Michigan.  The following is a list of the Special 
Committees: 
 
Bankruptcy     
Commercial Leasing        
Commercial Development, Ownership and Finance    
Condominiums PUDs and Cooperatives 
Construction 
Eminent Domain 
Energy Law 
Residential Transactions and Finance 
Title and Conveyancing 
Zoning and Land Use 
 
 
Reports must be submitted before May 31, 2016 to: 
 

Jennifer Williams 
Administrative Assistant 
306 Townsend Street, Lansing MI 48933 
Email: jwilliams@mail.michbar.org 
Phone 517-367-6421 Fax: 517-482-6248 
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Article VIII §1, Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan 
Every Section and State Bar entity so directed by the Board of Commissioners or Representative Assembly shall 
annually make a written report containing a summary of its activities during the association year which shall be 
submitted to the Secretary on or before May 31. Annual reports may not exceed five 8 1/2" x 11" pages unless a 
waiver of this limitation is approved by the Executive Director.

Taxation Section

Chair
P58898 Alexander G. Domenicucci

Seyburn Kahn PC
2000 Town Ctr Ste 1500
Southfield MI 48075-1148
Phone: (248) 353-7620
Fax: (248) 353-3727
e-mail: adomenicucci@seyburn.com

Vice Chair
P57484 Carolee Kvoriak Smith, Jackson

Secretary
P59750 James H. Combs, Detroit

Treasurer
P68781 Jackie J. Cook, Jackson

Council Member
Term Ending: 2017
P67802 Mindi M. Johnson, Grand Rapids
P61138 Paul V. McCord, Lansing
P53947 Michael P. Monaghan, Clinton Township
Term Ending: 2018
P71691 William Charles Lentine, Bloomfield Hills
P51390 Andrew W. MacLeod, Detroit
P76865 Katherine Kaile Wilbur, Grand Rapids
Term Ending: 2019
P54846 Sean H. Cook, Southfield
P47237 Andrea D. Crumback, Grand Rapids
P61653 Joshua M. Wease, East Lansing

Commissioner Liaison
P70678 Shenique A. Moss, Detroit

Ex Officio
P57175 Michael M. Antovski, Detroit
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Article VIII §1, Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan 
Every Section and State Bar entity so directed by the Board of Commissioners or Representative Assembly shall 
annually make a written report containing a summary of its activities during the association year which shall be 
submitted to the Secretary on or before May 31. Annual reports may not exceed five 8 1/2" x 11" pages unless a 
waiver of this limitation is approved by the Executive Director.

Workers´ Compensation Law Section

Chair
P42084 Ella S. Parker

AF Group
200 N Grand Ave
Lansing MI 48933-1228
Phone: (517) 708-5698
Fax: (517) 367-6732
e-mail: ella.parker@accidentfund.com

Vice Chair
P27971 J. Timothy Esper, Detroit

Secretary
P51299 Dennis P. Flynn, Grand Rapids

Treasurer
P63345 Andrea Lynnea Hamm, Detroit

Council Member
Term Ending: 2017
P43903 John B. Combs, Grand Rapids
P71194 Matthew R. Conklin, Saint Joseph
P51552 Jeffrey S. Kirschner, Southfield
Term Ending: 2018
P67593 Jayson A. Chizick, Clare
P63105 Mark Mouhsin Sesi, Mount Clemens
P72680 Christopher M. Westgate, Grand Rapids
Term Ending: 2019
P36318 Rosa Bava, Troy
P38737 Phillip I. Frame, Lansing
P29827 Richard N. Lovernick, Ann Arbor

Commissioner Liaison
P75327 Brian D. Shekell, Detroit

Ex Officio
P53613 Christopher J. Rabideau, Grand Rapids
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CCouncil Meeting Schedule: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding Council meetings as an addendum. 

Meeting Type Date Location 

Events and/or Seminars: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding events and/or seminars as an addendum. 

Event or Seminar Title Date Location 

Council Meeting 9/6/16 State Bar in Lansing

Council Meeting 11/4/16 Via Fuze

Council Meeting 12/9/16 Lansing, MI

Council Meeting 2/3/17 Via Fuze

Council Meeting 5/19/17 Via Fuze

Winter Annual Meeting 12/9/16 Lansing, MI
Summer Annual Meeting 6/23/17 Mackinac Island, MI

Past Chairpersons' Annual Event--Tiger Game 5/18/17 Detroit, MI

Reset Form
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Legislative issues: 

Recommendations for next Council: 

Other Information: 

Reports must be submitted before May 31, 2016 to: 

Jennifer Williams 
Administrative Assistant 
306 Townsend Street, Lansing MI 48933 
Email: jwilliams@mail.michbar.org 
Phone 517-367-6421 Fax: 517-482-6248 

None

Update Missing Minutes to website and update phone directory for those who wish to have their cell phone 
numbers listed.    

Reset Form
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Every Section and State Bar entity so directed by the Board of Commissioners or Representative Assembly shall 
annually make a written report containing a summary of its activities during the association year which shall be 
submitted to the Secretary on or before May 31. Annual reports may not exceed five 8 1/2" x 11" pages unless a 
waiver of this limitation is approved by the Executive Director.
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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
SECTION ANNUAL REPORT

CCouncil Meeting Schedule: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding Council meetings as an addendum. 

Meeting Type Date Location 

Events and/or Seminars: 
Please attach any additional information needed regarding events and/or seminars as an addendum. 

Event or Seminar Title Date Location 

2016 SBM YLS Annual Meeting 09/22/2016 Devos Place, Grand Rapids

SBM YLS Planning Meeting 10/07/2016 Crowne Plaza Lansing West

SBM YLS Retreat/ABA YLD Fall Conference 10/20-22/2016 Book Cadillac Hotel, Detroit

Business Meeting 11/14/2016 Teleconference

Business Meeting 01/21/2017 SBM Building, Lansing

Business Meeting 02/17/2017 SBM Building, Lansing

Business Meeting 03/17/2017 Teleconference

Regular Meeting/ BOC Challenge 04/21/2017 Spare Time, Lansing

Business Meeting 07/22/2017 TBD, Novi

Annual Section Meeting 09/28/2017 Cobo Hall. Detroit

See Addendum for information on YLS  Events/Seminars, YLS Committees, the ABA Young Lawyers 
Division, the Inter Alia Newsletter, and Social Media Initiatives

See Attached Addendum

Reset Form

Reset Form
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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
SECTION ANNUAL REPORT

Legislative issues: 

Recommendations for next Council: 

Other Information: 

Reports must be submitted before May 31, 2016 to: 

Jennifer Williams 
Administrative Assistant 
306 Townsend Street, Lansing MI 48933 
Email: jwilliams@mail.michbar.org 
Phone 517-367-6421 Fax: 517-482-6248 

No

None

Reset Form

e-mail form
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2016-2017 YOUNG LAWYERS SECTION ANNUAL REPORT ADDENDUM 

EVENTS AND/SEMINAR 

 Back to School: Know your Rights (September 14, 2016 in Flint) 
This was the second year of the "Back to School: Know your Rights" event which is a free 
educational picnic targeted for middle and high school aged students and their families. The 
event was held at the Flint Boys & Girls Club on September 14 at 5:00p.m. The focus of the 
program was to provide general information regarding students’ rights in Michigan public 
schools. Topics discussed include: Freedom of Expression and Religion, Freedom from 
Discrimination, Freedom from unreasonable school searches, how to respectfully handle an 
encounter with law enforcement and what student's rights are with respect to school 
discipline. The YLS wants to arm students the necessary information so they understand 
their rights. We believe that this will enable them to speak up and defend themselves in a 
constructive manner if and when they are violated.  
 
In addition to educational information, the first 250 participants of the event received a free 
back pack as well as free school supplies to fill the backpack. A free hot dog cookout was 
also offered. 
 

 American Bar Association Young Lawyers Division Fall Conference (October 20-22, 
2016 in Detroit) 
The YLS cosponsored the 2016 American Bar Association Young Lawyers Division (ABA 
YLD) Fall Conference.   The Conference was held at the Westin Book Cadillac Hotel in 
Detroit on October 20-October 22, 2016. This was the first time that the ABA YLD held a 
conference in Detroit (or at least in recent memory) so it was truly an exciting opportunity 
for the YLS to showcase not only one of our beautiful cities but also our amazing legal 
community. 
 
The ABA YLD Fall Conference is one of four national young lawyer conferences hosted by 
the ABA YLD each year. Approximately 300 young lawyers from across the globe came 
together to attend the Conference which featured a rich complement of robust and 
innovative programs.  In addition to outstanding continuing legal education programs, 
professional development opportunities, and leadership skills courses, the conference also 
featured a health and wellness track focused on improving the mental and physical well-
being of our young professionals. 
 
Seminar topics included: Growing Your Network: Ethics and Professional Conduct that 
Build Relationships; Anatomy of a Solo/Small Firm: Flying Solo; DIY Marketing & Getting 
Experience; Elevate your Career with an Elevator Pitch; Justice for Flint: The Failures, 
Lessons Learned and Next Steps; The Ethics and Interplay Between the Judicial System and 
the Media; Gender Identity, Title IX and K-12 Education: Hot Topics and Current 
Litigation; Data Breaches And Cyber Security – Are You Ready?; Work/Life/Debt: 
Balancing Student Loans (and other debt) with Life and Lawyering; Enemy at the Gate: 
Emerging Security, Economic, and Legal Challenges to Airport Security; Lessons from 
Detroit: Municipal Bankruptcy and its Implications on City and Local Government 
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Operations; Lunch Program: Lions, Tigers, Pistons, and Red Wings too: Hot Topics in 
Professional Sports; Women in Politics and Leadership Positions; Racial Justice - 
Prosecutorial Discretion in the Wake of Public Outcry; Work Life Management: Lawyering 
and Living; LGBTQ Family Law Considerations and Practice Tips; Literacy: Is it a Right or a 
Privilege; and Closing Plenary: Leveraging Personality Type to Lead More Effectively. 
 
Local speakers included Larry Nolan, President of the State Bar of Michigan, The Honorable 
Dennis W. Archer, Chairman and CEO, Dennis W. Archer PLLC / Chairman Emeritus, 
Dickinson Wright PLLC, The Honorable Nancy G. Edmunds, United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of Michigan, The Honorable Steven Rhodes (Retired), Former 
United States Bankruptcy Judge in the Eastern District of Michigan, Ryan C. Plecha, Lippitt 
O'Keefe Gorbein, PLLC, Eugene Driker, Barris, Sott,Denn & Driker, P.L.L.C., Shirley V. 
Lightsey, President, Retired City Employees Association, Kevyn D. Orr, Jones Day, (Former 
Emergency Manager), Reginald M. Turner, Member, Clark Hill, PLLC, Robert E. Carr, 
Senior Vice President of Operations & Legal Affairs for Olympia Entertainment and Detroit 
Red Wings General Counsel, Jay Colvin, Detroit Lions Senior Vice President of Legal 
Affairs and General Counsel, Richard Haddad, Vice President & General Counsel at Palace 
Sports & Entertainment and Detroit Pistons, Amy Peterson, Detroit Tigers Associate 
Counsel, John F. Reed, Rain BDM - Business Development & Marketing for Law Firms, 
Charlie Langton, Langton Law, Ronda Tate Truvillion, Lewis & Munday, P.C., Tammy 
Helminski, Barnes & Thornburg LLP, Dr. Douglas Ruden, Wayne State University, Oday 
Salim, Great Lakes Environmental Law Center, Jay Kaplan, ACLU of Michigan, Claudia 
Rast, Butzel Long, Ann Arbor, MI, Lena F. Masri, Council on American-Islamic Relations 
Michigan, Brigadier General Michael C.H. McDaniel, Director of Homeland Law/LLM and 
Professor, Western Michigan University Cooley Law School, Mwanaisha Sims, Michigan 
State University, Aaron Sohaski, Henry Ford Health System, Syeda Davidson, Burgess, 
Sharp & Golden, Robert Jenkins, Social Security Administration, Rachel A. Smith, Brooks 
Kushman, Tish Vincent, State Bar of Michigan, and Angie Martell, Iglesia Martell Law Firm, 
PLLC. 
 
The Conference left such a great impression of our city and our legal talent that members of 
the ABA YLD continue to talk about the quality of conference both in terms of legal 
substance and congenial vibe of our bar. 

 
 Networking Power Hour Lunch (October 20, 2016 in Detroit) 

The YLS hosted a free Networking Power Hour Lunch on Thursday, October 20, 2016 at 
Miller, Canfield, Paddock, and Stone P.L.C., in Detroit. The purpose of the event was to 
allow local attorneys and law students to network with attorneys from around the globe who 
were in attendance for the ABA YLD Fall Conference. The event also featured some 
discussion on the power of networking in the legal profession.  
 

 Institute of Continuing Legal Education/YLS Breakfast Basics: Alternative Fee 
Arrangements"(October 28, 2016 in Ann Arbor) 
The YLS and ICLE hosted "Breakfast Basics: Alternative Fee Arrangements" on October 
28, 2016 at the ICLE Offices in Ann Arbor. The seminar focused on AFA options 
(including flat fees) and practice areas and transactions that are best for AFAs. It also 
featured a discussion on how to set the appropriate fee to be profitable while remaining 
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credible and affordable to clients. Attendees learned about creative options beyond the 
billable hour that can boost efficiency and help clients avoid “sticker shock.” The panel 
featured Alari K. Adams,  Squared Legal Group PLC; Erin R. Bonahoom, Canvas Legal 
PLC, Detroit; Denise D. Couling, Couling Law & Mediation PLLC; and Brian Schwartz, 
Miller Canfield PLC. 
 

 National Trial Advocacy Competition (November 4-6, 2016  in Lansing) 
The YLS hosted the 17th Annual National Trial Advocacy Competition on November 4-6, 
2016 at the Veterans Memorial Courthouse (Ingham County Circuit Court) in Lansing, 
Michigan. The preliminary rounds were held on November 4-5 and the semi-final and final 
rounds were held on November 6.  This was the second time the YLS hosted the 
competition after taking it over from Michigan State University College of Law in 2015.   
 
The competition which is designed for teams of four participants, made up of two advocates 
and two witnesses, drew some of the best law school teams from across the country.  
Participants had the opportunity to perfect their courtroom advocacy skills before Michigan 
judges and practitioners.  

 
 "Navigating the District Court, Circuit Court, and Friend of the Court: Wayne 

County Edition"(November 2, 2016 in Detroit) 
The YLS hosted a "Navigating the District Court, Circuit Court, and Friend of the Court: 
Wayne County Edition” at the Coleman A. Young Municipal Center on November 2, 2016.  
Judges and experienced practitioners shared key “do’s and don’ts” about practicing in 
District Court, Circuit Court, and Friend of the Court. Featured speakers included Hon. E. 
Lynise Bryant-Weekes, 36th District Court, Michael Glynne, Wayne County Prosecutor’s 
Office, Erin Lincoln, Wayne County Friend of the Court, Meagan Moslimani, City of 
Detroit Law Department, and Hon. Lawrence S. Talon, 3rd Circuit Court. Attendees left 
with an enhanced understanding of practical considerations related to local court practice. 

 
 How to Clear Your Record: Felonies & Misdemeanors (December 3, 2016 in Mount 

Clemens) 
The YLS co-sponsored (with the Macomb County Bar Association) a “How to Clear Your 
Record: Felonies & Misdemeanors” expungment fair at the Mount Clemens Public Library 
on December 3, 2016. Members of the community were invited to speak with local attorneys 
about the steps to expunging their criminal records. 
  

 Federal Bar Association New Lawyers Seminar (December 6-7, 2016 in Detroit ) 
The YLS once again served as a sponsor of the New Lawyers Seminar presented by the 
Federal Bar Association.  Shenique Moss provided a brief presentation on the benefits of 
participating in the YLS and encouraged new lawyers to get involved by volunteering to 
serve on a YLS Committee and/or State Bar Committee. 
 

 I AM YLS Table (February 21-22, 2017 in Lansing) 
The YLS hosted an I AM YLS table at the February Bar Examination on February 21-22, 
2017 at the Lansing Center. Section members were on hand to provide bar exam takers with 
some essentials (pencil, earplugs, etc). in case they forgot them and words of encouragement.  
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 Mental Health for Lawyers and Law Students (March 14, 2017 in Detroit)   
The YLS hosted a Mental Health for Lawyers and Law Students Seminar on March 14, 2017 
at the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law.  This seminar was designed to give 
lawyers and law students the necessary tools and resources for mental health. Panelists 
discussed mindfulness techniques to foster mental well-being, therapeutic resources to help 
deal with deeper or more troubling issues like depression and addiction, and ethical 
concerns. Attendees also learned about confidential resources available at the State Bar of 
Michigan. Panelists included Tish Vincent, Tim Batdorf, and Laurie Orlando. 
 

 SBM YLS/BOC Challenge (April 21, 2017 in Lansing) 
The YLS challenged the SBM Board of Commissioners to a fowling challenge at Spare Time 
Entertainment Center in Lansing. Unfortunately, the weather didn’t cooperate so the 
challenge had to be moved in doors to the bowling alley were the BOC team emerged 
victorious. The event raised much needed funds for The Access to Justice Fund.  
 

 10th Annual Young Lawyer Summit (April 28-29, 2017 in Thompsonville)  
The YLS hosted its 10th Annual Summit April 28-29 at Crystal Mountain Resort in 
Thompsonville. Michigan Supreme Court Chief Justice Stephen J. Markman was the 
luncheon keynote speaker and the YLS presented the 2017 Regeana Myrick Outstanding 
Young Lawyer Award. The Summit featured two special educational programming tracks. 
The Professional and Business Development Track included the following educational 
seminars: “Beyond LinkedIn: How to Build a Powerful Professional Network on Social 
Media,” “Rainmaking: Much More than Simply Making Money,” “Cut the Fat: Use Lean to 
Improve Efficiency, Reduce Cost & Return Respect for People to Your Legal Practice,” 
“The Professional Professional: Cultivating an Image for an Entire Career and Beyond,” and 
“Becoming an Articulate Advocate: Strategies for Powerful Public Speaking in and out of 
Court.” The Litigation Boot Camp Track featured the following educational seminars: 
“Write like the Best: A Hands-on Editorial Session,” “Evidence Jeopardy: Enhancing Your 
on-the-Spot Evidence Knowledge in a Fun-Not-Painful-Way!,” “The Anatomy of the 
Ultimate Trial Notebook: from Case Screening to Verdict,” “Perfecting the Art of Voir Dire: 
Selecting the Best Jurors for Your Case,” and “Trial No Error: Tips on Trial Strategy.” The 
Summit also featured special programming and many networking opportunities, such as: 
Friday’s Think Fast!: Improv(ed) Lawyering Workshop and Conversations, Snacks, and 
Bonfire and Saturday’s Morning Exercise Classes (Zumba and Yogalaties), Breakfast 
Program: Maximize Your Strengths, Professional Headshots, Resume Review, Photo 
Scavenger Hunt, and game night.  
 

 ICLE/YLS Breakfast Basics: Alternative Fee Arrangements"( May 23, 2017 in 
Detroit) 
The YLS and ICLE hosted "Breakfast Basics: Alternative Fee Arrangements" on May 23, 
2017 at the offices of Miller Canfield in Detroit from 8:30am until 10:30am. This seminar 
was so well received when held in the Fall 2016 that YLS decided to have a second seminar. 
Like the prior seminar, this seminar focused on AFA options (including flat fees) and 
practice areas and transactions that are best for AFAs. It also featured a discussion on how 
to set the appropriate fee to be profitable while remaining credible and affordable to clients. 
Attendees learned about creative options beyond the billable hour that can boost efficiency 
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and help clients avoid “sticker shock.” The panel featured Alari K. Adams,  Squared Legal 
Group PLC; Erin R. Bonahoom, Canvas Legal PLC, Detroit; Denise D. Couling, Couling 
Law & Mediation PLLC; and Brian Schwartz, Miller Canfield PLC. 
 

 4th Annual Diversity Mock Trial Competition (June 3, 2017 in Detroit) 
The YLS will host its 4th Annual Diversity Mock Trial Competition on Saturday, June 3, 
2017 at the University of Detroit Mercy Law School. The program provides middle school 
students with an opportunity to participate in a mock trial and interact with a number of 
local judges and lawyers. It is an invaluable program that will undoubtedly make an impact 
with students. There is not really any advance preparation required as the workshop is all 
inclusive during the day. Participants will receive the competition materials beforehand; all 
the students would need to do is review them and be somewhat familiar with the content. 
 

 586/248/313 Networking Challenge (June 7, 2017 in Sterling Heights) 
The YLS will cosponsor the 586/248/313 Networking Challenge (and battle for bragging 
rights) on June 7, 2017 at Kart 2 Kart. Leaders from all 3 bar associations (Macomb, 
Oakland, and Wayne) will be on hand to discuss the benefits of service to the bar on a 
personal and professional level. Racing will be available for purchase if participants feel the 
need for speed. 
 

 History of Legal Practice in Northern Michigan/Upper Peninsula (June 23, 2017 in 
Marquette) 
The YLS will host the "History of Legal Practice in Northern Michigan/Upper Peninsula" 
event on Friday, June 23, 2017 starting at 1:00 p.m. at the Marquette Regional History 
Center. Registrants will have the opportunity to attend informative presentations in a 
beautiful setting on a wide-range of topics explaining the history that has led to the unique 
jurisprudential climate of the UP/Northern Michigan. Topics include a discussion of Native 
American legal history, famous criminal cases, and the evolution of women's practice. We 
will also tour the famous Marquette County Courthouse. There will also be plenty of 
opportunities for networking both during the event and at an afterglow reception at the Ore 
Dock Brewing Company. There is also a group reservation at the Delft Bistro (Dutch treat).  
 

 So You Have Your P Number, Now What?: Practice Essentials for New Lawyers 
(July 22, 2017 in Novi) 
The YLS will host its new lawyer program “So You Have Your P Number, Now What?: 
Practice Essentials for New Lawyers” on July 22, 2017 at The Baronette Renaissance 
Detroit-Novi Hotel. In this dynamic, intensive half-day training seminar designed especially 
for new lawyers, attendees will learn from experts how to navigate the judicial system, 
maximize their social media, and present and practice with civility and professionalism. 
Attendees will also leave understanding some of the nuances of starting a practice, achieving 
work/ life balance, and maintaining their good standing with the State Bar of Michigan. 
Seminar topics will include:  A to Z of Starting a Case, Been there, Done that?!: Practice Tips 
From Experienced Lawyers,  Building and Financing the Modern Solo Practice, Client 101 
(Intake, Consultations, Screenings, Retainer Agreements, and Collecting Fees), Keeping 
Your Overhead, Under Budget: Optimizing Free and Low Cost Practice Resources, Judicial 
Perspectives on Motion Practice and Courtroom Etiquette,  Launching Your Career with 
Assistance of the State Bar of Michigan, Manage Your Debt, Manage Your Money, 
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Strategies and Insights of Balanced Living, Tips on Avoiding Grievances, Ethical Pitfalls, 
and Malpractice, and Using Social Media to Stand Out in a Crowded Job Market. Attendees 
can also have an opportunity to take a professional headshot taken and have their resume 
and cover letter reviewed. 
 

 I AM YLS Table (July 25-26, 2017 in Lansing) 
The YLS will host an I AM YLS table at the July Bar Examination on July 25-26, 2017 at the 
Lansing Center. Section members will be on hand to provide bar exam takers with some 
essentials (pencil, earplugs, etc) in case they forgot them and words of encouragement.  
 

 Heroes vs Villains 5K Run and Fitness Walk (August 20, 2017 in Detroit) 
The YLS is hosting its inaugural Justice League: Heroes vs Villains 5K Run and Fitness Walk 
on Sunday, August 20, 2017 at Belle Isle Park in Detroit, Michigan. Proceeds from the event 
will be donated to the Access to Justice Fund. 

2016 -2017 YLS COMMITTEES 

 Community Outreach Committee 
o The Community Outreach Committee is responsible for planning and implementing 

various service projects and initiatives to serve the public. The Committee’s work 
also helps create a more positive image of the YLS and the legal profession in the 
community.  
 

o Co-Chairs: Bobby Ficklin (ficklinlaw@gmail.com) and Brande Smith 
(brandesmith02@gmail.com)   
  

 Disaster Legal Services Committee 
o The Disaster Legal Services Committee is responsible for organizing the Section’s 

disaster legal assistance efforts. Disasters, both natural and manmade, can result in 
large populations in immediate need of legal assistance on a number of topics. The 
Committee, in conjunction with the American Bar Association Young Lawyers 
Division and the Federal Emergency Management Agency Office of Disaster 
Assistance Programs, works to develop a disaster relief plan for providing a network 
of volunteer attorneys to provide free legal services to victims of federally declared 
disasters throughout the State of Michigan. The Committee is also tasked with 
creating and maintaining the disaster relief handbook covering common legal 
situations and available resources for survivors of Michigan disasters.  

o Co- Chairs: Choi Portis (choi.portis@gmail.com) and Ryan Plecha 
(ryanplecha@gmail.com)  
 

 Diversity Committee 
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o The Diversity Committee is responsible for promoting diversity in the legal 
profession. The Committee is tasked with organizing diversity related seminars, 
projects, and initiatives for section members and the public. 
  
Co-Chairs: Kristina Bilowus (kristinabilowus@yahoo.com), Matt Breuer 
(m.paul.breuer@gmail.com), and Jerome Crawford (jcrawf@gmail.com)  

 Education Committee 
o The Education Committee is responsible for planning and coordinating educational 

and professional development seminars that are specifically designed to meet the 
needs of young lawyers. When possible, the Committee tries to include experienced 
young lawyers in the program faculty to provide them with the opportunity to gain 
exposure and experience in an educational forum. 
  

o Co-Chairs: Colemon Potts (clpottslaw@gmail.com) and Christopher Wickman 
(chrisbwickman@gmail.com) 

 Health and Wellness Committee 
o The Health and Wellness Committee is responsible for promoting the overall health 

and well-being of young lawyers. The Committee is tasked with organizing seminars 
and activities focused on mental health and wellness, fitness and exercise, healthy 
living, and stress management. 
  

o Co-Chairs: Tanya Cripps (cripps.tanya@gmail.com) and Amy Krieg  
(akrieg15@gmail.com)  
 

 Inter Alia Committee 
o The Inter Alia Committee is responsible for collecting content for and publishing the 

YLS Newsletter, Inter Alia.  Inter Alia is published at least four times a year, and 
provides the YLS membership with articles on substantive issues, practice tips, and 
notice of upcoming Section events and news. Annually, the Inter Alia Committee 
recognizes contributors to the Inter Alia for that bar year.   
 

o Chair: Syeda Davidson (sfhdavidson@gmail.com) 
o Vice Chair: Kara Hart-Negrich (khartnegrich@gmail.com) 

 Media/ Marketing Relations Committee 
o The Media/Marketing Relations Committee is responsible for maintaining the YLS 

webpage, marketing and promotional materials, protocol regarding the YLS listserv, 
and initiating and maintaining any other media and/or marketing relations items.    
 

o Co-Chairs: Aaron Sohaski (sohaskia@gmail.com) and Ryan Zemke 
(zemker@gmail.com) 
 

 Membership Committee 
o The Membership Committee is responsible for promoting greater participation of 

Section members in the YLS and bar association as a whole. The Committee is 
tasked with ensuring the Section adequately engages its membership through 
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planning social and networking events, looking for partnerships with other 
professional organizations, and suggesting ways to increase the Section’s value to its 
members.  The Committee also works with liaisons to and from various SBM 
sections.   
 

o Co-Chairs: Kara Hart-Negrich (khartnegrich@gmail.com) Katherine Bennett 
(katherinejmontgomery@gmail.com)  

 
 National Trial Advocacy Competition Committee 

o The National Trial Advocacy Competition Committee is responsible for 
coordinating the Annual National Trial Advocacy Competition for law schools 
across the country.   
 

o Co-Chairs: Laura Kubit (lkubit@gmail.com) and Samantha Orvis 
(samantha.orvis@gmail.com)  
 

 Pro Bono Committee 
o The Pro Bono Committee is responsible for promoting pro bono legal service 

throughout Michigan. The Committee is tasked with sponsoring pro bono projects 
and events, and partnering with providers of pro bono opportunities to provide 
young lawyers with the training and support they need to become successful 
advocates.  Annually, the Committee will recognize young lawyers who provide pro 
bono service. This Committee works with YLS affiliate organizations and programs 
to provide pro bono opportunities to young lawyers and to promote the public’s 
access to justice. 

o Co-Chairs: Shenique A. Moss (sheniquemoss@gmail.com) 
 

 Upper Peninsula Engagement Committee 
o The Upper Peninsula Engagement Committee is responsible for organizing 

programs and activities specifically for young lawyers in the Upper Peninsula (“UP”). 
The Committee is also tasked with examining the unique issues UP young lawyers 
face in getting more involved in the Section and exploring ways to further engage 
them.  
 

o Co-Chairs: Erica Payne Roell (ericanpayne2322@gmail.com) and Mark Jane 
(mwjane1980@yahoo.com) 
 

 Young Lawyer Summit Committee 
o The Young Lawyer Summit Committee is responsible for organizing the Summit 

which provides young lawyers the opportunity to participate in various educational 
seminars and networking events during the course of a weekend.  
 

o Chair: Shenique A.  Moss (sheniquemoss@gmail.com) 
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o Entertainment Committee 
 Co-Chairs: Jerome Crawford (jcrawf@gmail.com) and Ryan Plecha 

(ryanplecha@gmail.com) 
 

o Keynote Speaker Committee 
 Chair: Tanya Cripps (cripps.tanya@gmail.com) 

 
o Logistics Committee 

 Co-Chairs: Choi Portis (choi.portis@gmail.com) and Brandi Smith 
(brandesmith02@gmail.com) 
 

o Outstanding Young Lawyer Award Selection Committee 
 Chair: Syeda Davidson (sfhdavidson@gmail.com) 

 
o Programs Committee 

 Chair: Roberta Sacharski (robertasacharski@gmail.com) 
 

o Publicity Committee 
 Chair: Aaron Sohaski (sohaskia@gmail.com)  

 
o Sponsor/Vendors Committee  

 Co-Chairs: Kara Hart-Negrich (khartnegrich@gmail.com) and Ryan Zemke 
(zemker@gmail.com) 
 

o Venue Committee 
 Co-Chairs: Erica Payne Roell (ericanpayne2322@gmail.com) and Laura 

Kubit (lkubit@gmail.com) 
 

AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION  

The YLS represents Michigan young lawyers at the American Bar Association Young Lawyers 
Division (“ABA-YLD) meetings. As an affiliate of the ABA-YLD, the YLS representatives vote on 
resolutions considered by the ABA YLD at the Midyear and Annual Meeting and learn ways to 
improve the section by attending Affiliate training at the Fall and Spring Conference.  Historically, 
the YLS has had one of the strongest delegations which is one of the reasons we were able to secure 
the bid for the 2016 Fall Conference.   
 
Meetings  
YLD representatives attended (or will attend) the following meetings. 
 Fall Conference: October 20-22, 2016, Detroit, Michigan  
 Midyear Meeting: February 2-4, 2017, Miami, Florida 
 Spring Conference: May 4-6, 2017, Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
 Annual Meeting: August 10-12, 2017, New York, New York 
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YLS ABA Representatives 

 2015-2017 ABA YLD District Representative (District 20- Michigan): Choi Portis  
 2015-2017 ABA House of Delegates Michigan Young Lawyer Representative: Shenique 

Moss 
 Incoming 2017-2019 ABA YLD District Representative (District 20-Michigan): Amy 

Krieg 
 Incoming 2017-2019 ABA House of Delegates Michigan Young Lawyer Representative: 

Laura Kubit 
 
YLS Council Members Serving the in ABA YLD Other Capacities: 

 Jerome Crawford (2016-2017 Affiliate Assistance Team Vice Chair and 2016-2017 YLD 
Entertainment and Sports Industries Committee Vice Chair) 

 Shenique Moss (2016-2017 YLD Speaker, 2016-2017 House of Delegates Teller Committee 
Chair, 2016-2019 Leadership Advisory Board, and incoming 2017-2020 ABA House of 
Delegates Nominating Committee Young Lawyers Division Representative ) 

 Samantha Orvis (2016-2017 Tort Trial and Insurance Practice Committee Vice Chair) 
 Choi Portis (2016-2017 YLD Vice Director of Diversity, YLD Credentials Board, and 

incoming 2017-2018 YLS Diversity and Inclusion Director) 
 Aaron Sohaski (2016-2017 TYL Editorial Board Associate Editor) 

 
 
INTER ALIA NEWSLETTER 

The YLS issues a newsletter, Inter Alia, to advise its membership of activities and to provide 
informative and educational material. Each edition of Inter Alia is available on SBM Connect 
webpage under “Newsletters”- http://connect.michbar.org/yls/home  

 
SOCIAL MEDIA INITIATIVES 

The YLS launched the following social media initiatives this bar year to provide much needed 
information and added benefits. 

 Frequent Job Postings: Job postings are circulated using the discussion feature of Section 
Connect. YLS has received positive feedback for providing this added benefit. In fact, 
several section members have received jobs offers from jobs they found out about through 
our job postings.  

 #WellnessWednesday: YLS posts articles related to wellness (health, mental wellbeing, 
etc.) on our facebook page every Wednesday to raise awareness of the different issues that 
young lawyers encounter. 

 #ThankfulThursday: YLS posts various pro bono opportunities and articles events related 
to pro bono on our facebook page every Thursday.  
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 “From Desk Potato To 5K” 9-week fitness training program”: This Program is 
designed to help prepare section members for our Justice League: Heroes v Villains 5K 
(approximately 3.2 miles) on Sunday, August 20, 2017 at Belle Isle State Park. All running 
levels (from beginners to advanced) are welcome to participate! This social media campaign 
aimed at getting members moving  has a suggested training schedule: 
tinyurl.com/heroesvvillains5Ktraining 

 

PARTNERSHIPS 

Partnership with the ADR Section  

The Young Lawyers Section and the Alternative Dispute Resolution Section have agreed to 
collaborate by creating a program to mentor, coach, and advise YLS members on a volunteer basis, 
and to provide assistance to those who have questions or concerns about the ADR process. The 
ADR Section created a web page 
(http://connect.michbar.org/adr/communityresources/ylshelppage) which provides the names of 
experienced alternative dispute resolution practitioners to answer urgent questions about mediation 
and arbitration YLS members might have. This free resource is specifically limited to members of 
the Young Lawyers Section of the State Bar of Michigan.  

Through this program, young lawyers trying to determine how to best represent their client may 
contact volunteer experienced ADR practitioners and ask questions such as: 

 How to select a mediator? 
 What considerations go into selecting a mediator? 
 How to prepare a client for the process? 
 What is likely to happen in a mediation? 
 How mediation advocacy differs from traditional zealous advocacy? 
 How to strategize and plan for negotiations at the mediation table? 
 How to draft a mediation statement? 
 How should an attorney conduct himself or herself in a mediation? 
 How to draft a settlement agreement? 
 How to demand an arbitration? 
 How to respond to an arbitration demand? 
 How is an arbitration is conducted? 
 How to prepare an arbitration statement? 
 How to find good arbitrators? 
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